
Environmental Assessment 

Determinations and Compliance Findings for HUD-assisted 

Projects 

Proiect Information 

Project ID: PR-RGRW-01154 

24 CFR Part 58 

Project Name: Hacienda LeLoLai, LLC 

Responsible Entity: Puerto Rico Department of Housing 

Grant Recipient (if different than Responsible Entity): Same as above 

State/Local Identifier: Puerto Rico / Jayuya, PR 

Preparer: Patricia Carmenatty 

Certifying Officer Name and Title: Permit and Environmental Compliance Officers: Sally 
Acevedo Cosme, Pedro de Le6n Rodriguez, Marfa T. Torres Bregon, Ivelisse Lorenzo, 
Angel Gabriel Lopez Guzman, Janette Cambrelen, Santa Ramirez and Limary Velez 
Marrero. 

Consultant: Behar Ybarra & Associates LLC 

Direct Comments to: Puerto Rico Department of Housing: 
( environmentcdbg@vivienda.pr.gov) 

Project Location: 

Carr 144, Km 8 interior Bo. Coabey, Jayuya, PR 00664 

Storage Structure location: latitude 18.20991 7, longitude -66.568238 

Solar Panels location: latitude 18.210014, longitude -66.568048 

Parcel cadastral # 242-000-005-33-000 

Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]:

The proposed project for PR-RGRW-01154, consist of the purchase of COB cutter, toaster, 
cocoa sheller, cocoa mill, cocoa dryer, machinery for shelling, solar panels, cocoa 
grafting, cocoa tempering and thermal tank for Choco. The solar panels will be installed 
on top of an existing galvalume container. A new transfer switch will be installed for the 
solar panels. No ground disturbance will be needed for the solar panel installation. The 
project includes a new 10 x 20 galvanized steel structure (cocoa drier) with gabled roof 



in Galvalum G-24 and sides in mesh steel. Adjacent to the structure, a l Ox 16 steel frame 

will be installed to be covered with plastic as a roof. The installation of the structure will 

require ground disturbance since it will be installed on a concrete slab. The concrete slab 

will be provided by the applicant and will have the same measurements as the structures. 

The water needed for the structure will be provided from an existing P.R.A.S.A. water 

intake on the property and the water pipes will be placed above ground. The power 

needed for the operation of the structure will be provided from an existing 

P.R.E.P.A./LUMA power outlet on the property. No other equipment to be purchased will 

require ground disturbance. The project area is located at PR-144 km. 8 Int within the 

Municipality of Jayuya. Based on a review of historical aerial imagery, the general area 

has been used for agricultural purposes for the past 7 years. 

The Area of Potential Effect (APE) has been defined as the area potentially impacted by 

ground disturbing activities related to the new storage structure. Based on this definition 

and the nature and scope of the Undertaking, the Program has determined that the 

direct APE for this project is the location of the new storage structure plus a 15-meter 

buffer and the visual APE is the viewshed of the proposed project. 

A site Map is included in Figure 1, illustrating the location of the new storage structure and 

the solar panels on the property. Photos of the locations are included in the Section l 06 

documentation, Appendix l . 

Statement of Purpose and Need for the Proposal [40 CFR 1508. 9 (b)]: The Re-Grow Puerto 

Rico Urban-Rural Agriculture Program (RGRW) will increase agricultural capacity while 

promoting and increasing food security island wide. This Program will enhance and 

expand agricultural production related to economic revitalization and sustainable 

development activities. This agricultural project associated with the 

installation/construction of a new l 0 x 20 galvanized steel structure (cocoa drier) with 

gabled roof in Galvalum G-24 and sides in mesh steel, adjacent to the structure, a l 0 x 

16 steel frame will be installed to be covered with plastic as a roof, and the purchase of 

COB cutter, toaster, cocoa sheller, cocoa mill, cocoa dryer, machinery for shelling, solar 

panels, cocoa grafting, cocoa tempering and thermal tank for Chaco is in keeping with 

the overall objectives of the Economic Development Program. 

Existing Conditions and Trends [24 CFR 58.40(a)]: 

The existing area for which the proposed new structure will be installed is now on bare 

soil, but it will be installed on a concrete slab and is located to the southwest of the 

existing storage trailer. The surface is mostly exposed. The solar panels will be installed on 

top of an existing galvalume container. Therefore, there is no change in land use 

associated with these placements. 









Endangered Species 

Endangered Species Act of 

1973, particularly section 7; 

50 CFR Part 402 

Yes No The project could involve any activity 

that has an adverse effect on protected 

species or critical habitats. After 

reviewing data from the United States 

Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 

Information and Planning Consultation 

(IPaC) and the Puerto Rico Department 

of Natural and Environmental Resources 

(DNER) database, the broad-winged 

hawk, PR parrot, sharp-shinned hawk and 

PR boa could be found in the project 

area (see attached Appendix 4). The 

installation of the storage structure will 

require ground disturbance since it will be 

installed on a concrete slab. The scope 

of work includes continued agricultural 

use of the property with no intention to 

cut down trees or making major changes 

in the topography of the project area 

because the new structure will be 

installed over a space that has been 

cleared and maintained that way for 

agricultural purposes. This project will 

have No Effect on listed species due to 

the nature of the activities involved in 

the project. Additionally, the project 

has no critical habitats in the area. The 

project is 36,334 feet from the 

nearest final endangered species 

critical habitat. 

If a Puerto Rican Boa is found in the 

project activity site, work shall cease until 

the Boa moves off on its own. If the Boa 

does not move off, the Construction 

Manager shall contact the Puerto Rico 

Department of Natural and 

Environmental Resources and ask for 

them to relocate the Boa. As established 

by the USFWS Puerto Rican Boa 

Conservation Measures Guideline. 

https://ipac .ecosphere. fws.gov /guidelin 

e/design/population/156/office/41430.p 

df 



Explosive and Flammable 

Hazards 

24 CFR Part 51 Subpart C 

Farmlands Protection 

Farmland Protection Policy 

Act of 1981, particularly 

sections 1504(b) and 1541; 

7 CFR Part 658 

Floodplain Management 

Executive Order 11988, 

particularly section 2(a); 24 

CFR Part 55 

Historic Preservation 

National Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966, 

particularly sections 106 

and 11 O; 36 CFR Part 800 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

This project is in compliance with the 

Endangered Species Act. See attached 

Endangered Species map, Figure 7. 

This project consists of 

installation/construction of a new 10 x 20 

galvanized steel structure, a 10 x 16 steel 

frame and the purchase of COB cutter, 

toaster, cocoa sheller, cocoa mill, cocoa 

dryer, machinery for shelling, solar panels, 

cocoa grafting, cocoa tempering and 

thermal tank for Choco and does not 

include development, construction or 

rehabilitation that will increase residential 

density.  The project is in compliance with 

explosive and flammable hazard 

requirements.

This project does not include any 

activities that could potentially convert 

agricultural land to non-agricultural use. 

All areas under the project site are not 

prime farmland. The project is in 

compliance with the Farmland 

Protection Policy Act. See the attached 

Farmlands map, Figure 8. 

The project is located in a Zone X, Panel 

72000Cl 105H, 4/19/2005 (Figure 4.1 ). The 

site is not located in a Preliminary Firm or 

an Advisory Base Flood Elevation special 

flood hazard area. The project is in 

compliance with Executive Order 11988. 

See attached Flood Map (Figure 9). 

The site was visited on June 19, 2023, by 

SOI-qualified archaeologist. Based on this 

definition and the nature and scope of 

the undertaking, the APE has been 

defined as the area potentially affected 

by ground-disturbing activities related to 

the new structure. Documentation with 
photographs and maps was 

subsequently submitted to SHPO 

(attached Appendix 1 ). In a response 

from PR SHPO dated August 17, 2023, 

SHPO concurred with a finding of No 
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Recycling 

Wastewater I 

Sanitary Sewers 

Water Supply

Public Safety -

Police, Fire and 

Emergency 

Medical 

Parks, Open Space 

and Recreation 

Transportation and 

Accessibility 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

rame and the purchase of COB cutter, toaster, cocoa 
sheller, cocoa mill, cocoa dryer, machinery for shelling, 

solar panels, cocoa grafting, cocoa tempering and 
hermal tank for Choco for an agricultural site and will 

have no impact on Health Care and Social Services. 

ihe proposed project will have no impact on Solid 

Waste Disposal / Recycling services. The products and 
by-products are agricultural, and any waste would be 
biodegradable. The remaining construction solid waste 

materials would be collected for transport to the local 
landfill. 

ihe proposed project will have no impact on 

Wastewater Sanitary Sewers because the 

wastewater/sanitary sewer conditions of the projec 
site are not changing. The activities of installing the 

storage she will not contribute any further wastewater 
or change the sanitary sewer conditions of the projec1 
Site. 

Jhe proposed project will not require an additional 
water supply. The water needed for the structure will be 
provided from an existing P.R.A.S.A. water intake on the 

property and the water pipes will be placed above 
ground. The proposed project will have no impact on 
he water supply. 

Jhe project of the installation/construction of a new 1 C 

� 20 galvanized steel structure, a 10 x 16 steel frame and 

the purchase of COB cutter, toaster, cocoa sheller, 

cocoa mill, cocoa dryer, machinery for shelling, solar 
panels, cocoa grafting, cocoa tempering and thermal 
tank for Choco for an agricultural site and will have no 

impact on Public Safety. 

The proposed project will have no impact to Parks, 
Open Space and Recreation. The property being used 

Is agricultural and it will continue as agricultural use. 

ihe project consists of the installation/construction of a 

new 10 x 20 galvanized steel structure, a 10 x 16 steel 
rame and the purchase of COB cutter, toaster, cocoa 

sheller, cocoa mill, cocoa dryer, machinery for shelling, 

solar panels, cocoa grafting, cocoa tempering and 

thermal tank for Choco for an agricultural site and will 
have no impact on transportation and accessibility. 











October 10, 2023

Santa D. Ramírez Lebrón / Permits and Environmental Compliance Specialist


















































































































