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Project Information 

Project Name: Plaza de Recreo (PR-CRP-000742)

Responsible Entity: Puerto Rico Department of Housing 

Grant Recipient (if different than Responsible Entity): Municipio de Sabana Grande 

State/Local Identifier: Puerto Rico/Sabana Grande 

Preparer: Genevieve Kaiser, Senior Environmental Planner/GIS Specialist, Tetra Tech, Inc, 

Certifying Officer Name and Title:  Juan Carlos Perez-Bofill - Director, Disaster Recovery 
CDBG-DR; Aldo Rivera – Director, Permits and Environmental Compliance; Angel G. López 
Guzmán - Deputy Director, Permits and Environmental Compliance; María T. Torres-Bregón - 
Permits and Environmental Compliance Manager; Sally Z. Acevedo-Cosme - Permits and 
Environmental Compliance Specialist; Pedro de León Rodriguez - Permits and Environmental 
Compliance Specialist; Ivelisse Lorenzo Torres - Permits and Environmental Compliance 
Specialist; Santa Ramírez Lebrón - Permits and Environmental Compliance Specialist; Janette I. 
Cambrelen - Permits and Environmental Compliance Specialist; Limary Vélez Marrero - Permits 
and Environmental Compliance Specialist; Mónica Machuca Rios - Permits and Environmental 
Compliance Specialist; Abdul Feliciano-Plaza: Permits and Environmental Compliance 
Specialist; Javier Mercado-Barrera: Permits and Environmental Compliance Specialist 

Consultant (if applicable): CVS Project Management & Consultant 

Direct Comments to:  Puerto Rico Department of Housing (environmentcdbg@vivienda.pr.gov) 

Project Location: The northeast corner of PR-364 (Calle Angel G Martinez) and Betances 
Street, Pueblo Ward, Sabana Grande, Puerto Rico 
X: 144248.82077; Y: 227321.6477 
Latitude: 18.07946027; Longitude: -66.95999815 
Attachment B, #1 and #2 
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Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]:  

The Municipality of Sabana Grande proposes the demolition and reconstruction of the “Plaza 
Pública José A. Busigo” within the same footprint. (See Plans in Attachment B, #3 and #4). The 
existing elements to be demolished, using the mechanical method, in this project area are: 

1. sidewalks around the Plaza
2. parking lots (regular and handicapped parking lots), located on both sides of the

catholic church
3. bench areas
4. platform (José Antonio Sepúlveda's pavilion).
5. concrete and ceramic floor slabs.
6. planters
7. ditches around the plaza
8. stairs and ramps for handicapped access to the Plaza.

All these elements will be rebuilt to current building codes and otherwise relocated.  

The new design proposes a clean new and improved vision of the Plaza. These new elements 
include: 

1. Improved, leveled sidewalks around the Plaza
2. Re-pavement and marking of parking spaces around the plaza on both sides of the

Catholic church
3. New bench areas
4. A new platform
5. New concrete flooring at the plaza
6. New planters
7. Reconstruction and leveling of all curbs around the plaza
8. reconstruction of stairs accessing the plaza as well as handicap ramps into the sidewalks

and plaza.
9. Construction of a new kiosk
10. Replacement of luminaries to use solar poles

The two existing monuments in the Plaza (Doña Monserrate Montalvo and El Soldado) will be 
removed prior to the beginning of the project, and once it is completed, they will be relocated back 
to the Plaza. 

This project will not impact the San Isidro Labrador Catholic Church, including the steps leading 
up to it, nor the gardens on either side of the structure. Prior to any action, a protective fence will 
be established around the church so that demolition and construction work will not affect it. 
Temporary and safe access for its visitors will also be provided during project development. 

The redistribution of space will improve the flow of people and the optimization of its areas to 
celebrate public activities for a greater number of people than it can currently accommodate. The 
redevelopment would include the sidewalk around the San Isidro Labrador Catholic Church and 
the existing floor of the Plaza. Attached to the Plaza de Recreo, is the Plaza de la Recordación, 
which was built and located to the south of the public square, this square is designed remembering 
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the old Vicente Soltero School that was located in that place and the front and side of it were in 
arches. This square has a set of architectural aspects and vegetation that are expected to be part of 
the new general design of the square, unifying its visual aspect. 
Part of the project would be for the public plaza and the plaza of remembrance to come together to 
form an economic corridor. With the construction of the new pavilion, it is proposed to leave an 
open space on the wall on the west side to achieve an effect that the Church can be observed as a 
photo frame. One of the main functions of the temple is the celebration of the Petate Festival. 
Regarding the statues of the Petate Weaver and the Veterans Monument, they will not be removed 
from the Plaza and will form an integral part of the new design of the Recreation Plaza. 
Additionally, the Recreation Plaza will have a kiosk for the sale of natural juices, ice creams, and 
fruits. 

The project would generate or sustain approximately 35 jobs during the construction phase 
(including direct, indirect and induced jobs), which will help the economy of the Municipality of 
Sabana Grande and neighboring towns. 

Prior to demolition, an investigation of Asbestos containing material (ACM) and/or Lead-based 
paint (LBP) would be conducted. If the presence of these materials is found, they will be removed 
and disposed of in accordance with the plans approved by the Air Quality Division and/or the 
Toxic and Hazardous Solids Section of the Department of Natural and Environmental Resources 
(DNER), as the case may be.  

Statement of Purpose and Need for the Proposal [40 CFR 1508.9(b)]:  
The funds requested are for the demolition and reconstruction of the public plaza at the site of 
the existing Plaza Pública José A. Busigo property in Sabana Grande, which suffered damage 
during Hurricane Maria. If the project is not carried out, the municipality would lack a modern 
facility that improves the flow of visitors and provides areas for public events within the existing 
footprint. The project also would enhance economic activity in the urban area in Sabana Grande 
by providing for increased access and use and a concession kiosk.  

Existing Conditions and Trends [24 CFR 58.40(a)]: 
The project is currently outdated, not up to current building codes, and underused due to the 
damages caused by Hurricanes Maria and Fiona. It represents an area that does not make the best 
use of the property.  

Funding Information 

Grant Number HUD Program Funding Amount 
B-17-DM-72-0001

CDBG-DR 11,938,162,230
B-18-DP-72-0001
B-19-DP-78-0002
B-18-DE-72-0001

Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount: $2,659,118.83  
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Estimated Total Project Cost (HUD and non-HUD funds) [24 CFR 58.32(d)]: $2,774,119.06 
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Compliance with 24 CFR 50.4, 58.5, and 58.6 Laws and Authorities 
Record below the compliance or conformance determinations for each statute, executive order, or 
regulation.  Provide credible, traceable, and supportive source documentation for each authority. Where 
applicable, complete the necessary reviews or consultations and obtain or note applicable permits of 
approvals. Clearly note citations, dates/names/titles of contacts, and page references. Attach additional 
documentation as appropriate. 

Compliance Factors: 
Statutes, Executive Orders, 
and Regulations listed at 24 
CFR §58.5 and §58.6

Are formal 
compliance 

steps or 
mitigation 
required? 

Compliance determinations  

STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR 50.4 
& 58.6 

Airport Hazards  

24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D 

Yes     No The project site is not located within 
the 2,500 feet of civilian runway or 
15,000 ft. of a military runway. The 
nearest civil airport is Eugenio María 
de Hostos in Mayagüez and is 
located at over 90,000 ft. Luis Munoz 
Marin Airport is the nearest military 
airport and is located approximately 
361,000 northeast of the project site. 
Therefore, this topic complies with 
the regulation. 
See Attachment A-1 and 
Attachment B-5 

Coastal Barrier Resources  

Coastal Barrier Resources Act, as 
amended by the Coastal Barrier 
Improvement Act of 1990 [16 
USC 3501] 

Yes     No Sabana Grande is not a coastal 
town. According to the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service Coastal Barrier 
Resources Mapper, the project is 
not located in any coastal barrier 
zone of Puerto Rico. 
The nearest units are Bahía 
Montalva Unit PR-64P and Don Luis 
Unit PR-63P, both south of the 
project in the municipalities of Lajas 
and Guánica, RP-64 is the closest 
unit and is located at 
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approximately 37,000 feet south of 
the project area. Therefore, this 
topic complies with the regulation. 
See Attachments A-2, A-3, and B-6 

Flood Insurance   

Flood Disaster Protection Act of 
1973 and National Flood 
Insurance Reform Act of 1994 
[42 USC 4001-4128 and 42 USC 
5154a] 

Yes     No According to FEMA Flood 
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) panel 
Number 72000C1580J, effective on 
November 18, 2009, the project site 
is in Zone X, area of minimal flood 
hazard, which outside of the 
floodplain. Therefore, the project 
complies with the regulation. 
See Attachments A-4 and B-7 

STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR 50.4 
& 58.5 

Clean Air  

Clean Air Act, as amended, 
particularly section 176(c) & (d); 
40 CFR Parts 6, 51, 93 

Yes     No According to the EPA’s Green 
Book, the project site is not located 
in a non-attainment area. 
Therefore, this topic complies with 
the regulation. 
See Attachments A-5 and A-6 

Coastal Zone Management  

Coastal Zone Management Act, 
sections 307(c) & (d) 

Yes     No Sabana Grande is not a coastal 
town, so the project site is not 
located near any designated 
Coastal Zone or Coastal Zone 
Management. This information is 
obtained from the Puerto Rico 
Coastal Management Zone Program 
of the Department of Natural and 
Environmental Resources. The closest 
Coastal Zone is approximately 40,000 
Feet south of the Project area. 
Therefore, this topic complies with 
the regulation. 
See Attachments A-7, A-8, and B-8 
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Contamination and Toxic 
Substances   

24 CFR Part 50.3(i) & 58.5(i)(2) 

Yes     No HUD policy requires the project site 
and adjacent areas to be free of 
hazardous materials, contamination, 
toxic chemicals and gases, and 
radioactive substances where a 
hazard could affect health and 
safety of occupants of the property or 
conflict with intended use of the 
property.   
A Field Inspection completed on May 
20, 2022, identified no Recognized 
Environmental Conditions (RECs) for 
the project. 
(See Attachment C for photographs.) 
According to EPA NEPAssist, no known 
hazardous materials, contamination, 
toxic chemicals, gases, and 
radioactive substances are on the 
project site. NEPAssist also found no 
superfund or brownfield sites at the 
project site.   
According to NEPAssist web tool, 
even though the project area is not 
within any contamination or toxic 
substances site, there are 7 EPA-listed 
facilities recorded within 3000 feet of 
the project area: 
1.The closest RCRA is a Shell Station
(Shell SS 1740 located at G Martinez 2
approximately 30 feet south to the
south-western limit of the Plaza de
Recreo. The location of this station
doesn’t seem to be accurate since
there is no gas station at the referred
location as marked in the NEPAssist
map. This is marked in Attachment 15
with a number 1.
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2. RCRA - PRASA – Sabana Grande Filter
Plant located at PR-364 Km.0.6 int.
approximately 350 meters East to the
project area
3. RCRA - Total Petroleum Puerto Rico
Corp-Service Station 310290 located at
Francisco M. Quiñones Ave #32
approximately 253 meters South-East of
the project area
4. RCRA - Total Petroleum Puerto Rico
Corp-Service Station 104302 located at
Quilinchini Ave #26 approximately 500
meters South-West of the project area

5. TSCA Henkel Puerto Rico Inc located
at Quilinchini Ave. #9 approximately 600
meters South-West of the Project Area.
6. RCRA- Sabana Grande Wastewater
Treatment Plant at State Rd 2, KM 215,
approximately 875 meters South-West of
the project area.
7. RCRA- ESSO Standard Oil 370 at Carr
121 65th Infanteria 7, approximately
321meters South-West of the project
area.

USEPA's Superfund, Envirofacts, and 
Enforcement and Compliance History 
Online (ECHO) reports were reviewed 
for more detailed information on 
statuses of these facilities. None of the 
RCRA sites have any releases reported 
or any EPA formal or informal action 
reported for the last three years in EPA’s 
ECHO reports. The Henkel TSCA facility 
shows three years of reporting violations 
under the Clean Water Act. Due to 
distance and the project type, the 
violations would not affect the intended 
use of the property. These sites do not 
have any releases reported or any EPA 
formal or informal action reported for 
the last ffive years in EPA's Enforcement   
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and Compliance History Online (ECHO).
Prior to demolition, an investigation for 
asbestos containing material 
(ACM) and lead-based paint (LBP) 
would be conducted. If the presence of 
these materials is found, they will be 
removed and disposed of in 
accordance with the applicable laws 
and regulations.  
The project will not involve residents or 
increase in occupancy of any structure. 
There would be no increase in risk 
associated with the proposed project. 
Radon would not be a considered a 
hazard for the project because the 
project includes no enclosed, occupied  
structures. Therefore, this topic complies 
with the regulation. 
See Attachments A-9, A-10, B-9, and C 

Endangered Species  

Endangered Species Act of 1973, 
particularly section 7; 50 CFR 
Part 402 

Yes     No Per the Official Species List from the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
Information for Planning and 
Consultation (IPaC) website, the 
Rican Boa can be found in the area 
but there are no critical habitats at 
this location. The Project will have no 
potential to affect species or 
habitats due to the nature of the 
activities involved in the project. 
Based on the nature of the project, 
scope of work, information available, 
and a careful analysis of the Project 
Site, and IPaC species list, it was 
determined that there would be No 
Effect for any of the listed species. 
The proposed activities are covered 
by the USFWS Blanket Clearance 
Letter for Federally sponsored 
projects, Housing and Urban 
Development of January 14 of 2013, 
Items 5 and 8. A USFWS self-
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certification was prepared and 
signed on March 6, 2024, to indicate 
that the project would not likely 
adversely affect federally listed 
species. USFWS issued its 
concurrence in a document dated 
March 10, 2024.  
If a Puerto Rican Boa is encountered, 
work will cease until it moves off the 
site or, failing that, the Puerto Rico 
Department of Natural and 
Environmental Resources (PRDNER) 
Rangers will be notified for safe 
capture and relocation of the 
animal, in accordance with the 
USFW Puerto Rican Boa Conservation 
Measures guidelines.  
See Attachments A-11 and C 

Explosive and Flammable 
Hazards 

24 CFR Part 51 Subpart C 

Yes     No This is a demolition, using mechanical 
methods (no explosives or flammable 
materials would be used in the 
demolition process), and 
reconstruction project on the same 
footprint and will remain a Plaza, as 
at present. There are and will be no 
aboveground storage tanks (ASTs) 
on the property; therefore, no 
exposure to any explosive or 
flammable hazards is foreseen. 
Therefore, this topic complies with 
the regulation. 
See Attachment A-12  

Farmlands Protection   

Farmland Protection Policy Act 
of 1981, particularly sections 
1504(b) and 1541; 7 CFR Part 
658 

Yes     No The site project is in a previously 
impacted area. It is not a prime 
farmland nor will the project result in 
the conversion of prime, unique, or 
state farmland therefore no 
protection is needed. 
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Based on the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service Web Soil Survey 
Farmland Classification Mapping, the 
project site is not situated on 
farmland soils. It is located on soils 
classified as urban land. 
See Attachments A-13 and B-10 

Floodplain Management 

Executive Order 11988, 
particularly section 2(a); 24 CFR 
Part 55 

Yes No 
The proposed project is not located in 
a Federal Flood Risk Management 
Standard (FFRMS) floodplain. The 
presence of the location in a FFRMS 
floodplain was assessed using the best 
available data and the FEMA-defined 
0.2 Percent-Annual-Chance Floodplain 
Approach (0.2PFA). The project site is 
not within the 0.2 percent chance of 
flood, nor is there any hydrologic or 
hydraulic data to indicate the 
likelihood of flooding at the project site, 
according to FEMA Recommended 
Base Flood Level Maps (Advisory Maps), 
Map Number 72000C1580J with an 
effective date of April 13, 2018. The 
project is in compliance with Executive 
Order 11988 as amended by Executive 
Order 13690 and with Federal Flood Risk 
Management Standard (FFRMS), as 
determined by the 0.2-PFA method. 

See Attachments A-14 and B-11

Historic Preservation 

National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, particularly sections 
106 and 110; 36 CFR Part 800 

Yes No In compliance with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA), the Program reviewed In 
compliance with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA), the Program reviewed and 
cultural resource surveys within a 0.5 
miles radius of the project area to 
identify historic properties listed in the 
NRHP and any properties not listed 
that would be considered eligible for 
listing that are located within the 
geographic area of potential effects 
(APE) of the proposed project and 
assess the potential effects of its 

Page 11 of 26 
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undertakings on these historic 
properties.  
The project area is within the 
boundaries of the National Register 
of Historic Places (NRHP)-eligible 
Traditional Urban Center of Sabana 
Grande and two blocks south of the 
Church San Isidro Labrador. 
Additionally, there are four National 
Register-listed properties within the 
Quarter mile buffer zone from the 
plaza.  
The proposed rehabilitation of the 
Plaza de Recreo project will not 
disturb either the church or its 
immediate surroundings (i.e, lateral 
gardens or access stair). Prior to any 
action, a protective fence would 
be established around the church 
so that demolition and construction 
work would not affect it. The project 
area will be monitored by an 
archaeologist during the process. 
Section 106 consultation process 
have been initiated with a 
preliminary No Adverse Effect 
determination. The determination 
and documentation were 
submitted to SHPO for approval on 
May 9, 2024. In its response dated 
June 7, 2024, SHPO indicated that it 
believes that the proposed 
undertaking meets the criteria of an 
adverse effect and that additional 
consultation is needed. The 
response stated that the Puerto 
Rico Department of Housing will 
need to consult further with the 
SHPO to develop and evaluate 
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alternatives or modifications to the 
undertaking that could avoid, 
minimize or mitigate adverse effects 
on historic properties, as per 36 CFR 
§ 800.6. On September 9, 2024,
revised designs and an
archaeology plan were submitted
to SHPO. On September 13, 2024,
SHPO acknowledged receipt of the
submittal letter, updated design
plans and archaeological
monitoring plan and stated that the
plan is deemed acceptable, and
that SHPO concurs with its
implementation.
The Project is in compliance with 
the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, particularly sections 106 
and 110; 36 CFR Part 800. 
See Attachment A-15 and 
Attachment C 

Noise Abatement and Control   

Noise Control Act of 1972, as 
amended by the Quiet 
Communities Act of 1978; 24 
CFR Part 51 Subpart B 

Yes     No The proposed project doesn’t involve 
any noise sensitive uses. It’s located 
more than 2,000 feet from a major 
roadway (PR-2); more than 17 miles 
from a civilian airport (Mayagüez) 
and more than 30 miles from a 
military airport (Borinquen in 
Aguadilla). Therefore, this topic 
complies with the regulation. 
See Attachments A-16 and B-12 

Sole Source Aquifers  

Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974, 
as amended, particularly section 
1424(e); 40 CFR Part 149 

Yes     No According to EPA NEPAssist, there 
are no sole source aquifers within a 
one-mile radius of the project. 
Furthermore, the Island of Puerto Rico 
has no designated Sole Source 
Aquifers. Accordingly, the 
Rehabilitation of the Plaza will not 
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affect any Sole Source Aquifers. Therefore, 
this topic complies with the regulation. 
See Attachments A-17, A-10, and B-13

Wetlands Protection   

Executive Order 11990, 
particularly sections 2 and 5 

Yes     No All work will be performed in the 
footprint of the existing Plaza and will 
not affect any water bodies or 
wetlands. This information was 
obtained from the revision of the 
Wetland Inventory Maps prepared 
by the U.S. Department of Interior, US 
Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) and 
microfilmed by the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) and 
confirmed on the site visits. Therefore, 
this topic complies with the 
regulation. 
See Attachments A-18 and B-14 

Wild and Scenic Rivers  

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 
1968, particularly section 7(b) 
and (c) 

Yes     No 
The project site activities do not 
impact any of the three river 
segments in Puerto Rico designated 
as wild and scenic by the USFW 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System. All these are located inside 
the El Yunque National Forest in the 
Municipality of Río Grande, which is 
approximately 74 miles to the North-
East of the project area. Rio Icacos 
and Rio de la Mina are 
approximately 438,000 feet and Rio 
Mameyes is approximately 435,000 
feet both North-East of the project 
area. Rio Mameyes, at its origin has 
two segments. 
The closest river to the site project is 
the Río Grande which is 642 meters 
to the east, and is not in this 
category. Therefore, this topic 
complies with the regulation. 
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See Attachments A-19, A-20, and 
B-15

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

Environmental Justice 

Executive Order 12898 

Yes     No Project site activities do not have 
disproportionately high and adverse 
human health or environmental 
effects on minority and low-income 
population, or on the surrounding 
populations or environment. On the 
contrary, the achievement of this 
project will be for the enjoyment of 
all the residents of the Municipality 
and its visitors to the extent that 
activities are carried out there, thus 
resulting in a positive impact. 
Therefore, this topic complies with 
the regulation. 
See Attachment A-21 
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Environmental Assessment Factors [24 CFR 58.40; Ref. 40 CFR 1508.8 &1508.27] Recorded below 
is the qualitative and quantitative significance of the effects of the proposal on the character, features and 
resources of the project area. Each factor has been evaluated and documented, as appropriate and in 
proportion to its relevance to the proposed action. Verifiable source documentation has been provided and 
described in support of each determination, as appropriate. Credible, traceable and supportive source 
documentation for each authority has been provided. Where applicable, the necessary reviews or 
consultations have been completed and applicable permits of approvals have been obtained or noted. 
Citations, dates/names/titles of contacts, and page references are clear. Additional documentation is 
attached, as appropriate.  All conditions, attenuation or mitigation measures have been clearly 
identified.    

Impact Codes: Use an impact code from the following list to make the determination of impact 
for each factor.  
(1) Minor beneficial impact
(2) No impact anticipated
(3)  Minor Adverse Impact – May require mitigation
(4)  Significant or potentially significant impact requiring avoidance or modification which may
require an Environmental Impact Statement

Environmental 
Assessment Factor 

Impact 
Code Impact Evaluation 

LAND DEVELOPMENT 
Conformance with 
Plans / Compatible 
Land Use and Zoning 
/ Scale and Urban 
Design 

2 The Project-related activities would occur 
within existing Plaza Pública José A. Busigo 
property. The Project would involve activities 
to modernize the architecture of the square, 
renew its green areas, and redistribute its 
elements to improve the flow of people and 
optimize its areas to celebrate public activities 
within the existing footprint. The proposed 
land use is consistent with the existing land 
use. No changes in zoning, easements, or land 
use are anticipated. 

Soil Suitability/ 
Slope/ Erosion/ 
Drainage/ Storm 
Water Runoff 

2 The project area is developed, graded, and 
relatively flat. The project would involve 
ground disturbance for the demolition of the 
existing features of the Plaza de Recreo. The 
anticipated ground disturbance depth for 
demolition and construction activities is 3 feet 
according to the current proposed design. 
New sidewalks will be created around the 
plaza and the parking areas will be repaved. 
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The concrete flooring of the plaza will be 
replaced, and all curbs around the plaza, 
access stairways, and handicap ramps will be 
reconstructed.  
To avoid potential impact to water bodies 
from sediment transport during construction, 
the contractor shall prepare and implement 
an Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan 
(CES Plan) and a Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP). 

Hazards and 
Nuisances  
including Site Safety 
and Noise  

2 The project site is in an urbanized area. The 
project would involve demolition, excavation, 
site clearance and construction. Hazards and 
nuisances would be short-term and limited to 
the demolition and construction period. The 
hazards typically associated with construction 
activities would be present, temporary site 
safety issues and noise. 
Underground natural gas pipelines would be 
identified and marked. Any excavation near 
these pipelines would be conducted with 
appropriate BMPs. Excavation for the project 
is not expected to disturb these pipelines. 
Traffic control signing and adequate fencing 
around construction areas while construction 
activities are undertaken would protect the 
public from hazards and nuisances. Signs will 
be posted informing of the construction of the 
project, and public access will be restricted 
by security fences.  
Noise impacts would be addressed by 
conducting construction and demolition 
activities in accordance with local noise 
regulations and proper construction 
equipment maintenance. Noise disturbance 
missions from the equipment used would be 
minimized by restricting the contractor's 
working hours to daytime hours, from 7:00 AM 
to 4:00 PM, Monday through Friday.  
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Environmental 
Assessment Factor 

Impact 
Code Impact Evaluation 

SOCIOECONOMIC 
Employment and 
Income Patterns  

1 Both the construction and operation of the project 
would generate new direct and indirect 
employment that would have a positive impact on 
income and employment in the municipality. The 
project would generate or sustain approximately 
35 jobs during the construction phase (including 
direct, indirect and induced jobs). In addition, The 
Project is expected to increase the number of 
residents who will visit the urban area of the 
Municipality and allow the Plaza de Recreo to 
accommodate a greater number of people than it 
can currently.  

Demographic 
Character Changes, 
Displacement 

2 The project would not involve demographic 
changes or displacements. It is and will be a public 
facility. 

Environmental 
Justice 

2 The project would not alter the Environmental 
Justice composition of the population in the area 
surrounding the project area. There are currently 
no residents at the project site, and the project 
would not increase the population that could be 
exposed to environmental hazards. No 
environmental hazards were identified on or 
surrounding the project site that could 
disproportionately environmental justice 
populations.  

Environmental 
Assessment Factor 

Impact 
Code Impact Evaluation 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES 
Educational and 
Cultural Facilities 

2 The project would not involve new residents. The 
project would not result in any change to regional 
or local area educational and cultural facilities or 
increase demand for them. 

Commercial 
Facilities 

1 Access to nearby commercial facilities would be 
maintained throughout construction. Agencies, 
neighboring businesses, and the public in general 
would be informed in advance of any needed 
street closures. The project would not directly 
affect nearby commercial facilities. Increased 
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public use of the project area could indirectly 
benefit businesses by increasing visits in the area. 

Health Care and 
Social Services 

2 Health care and social services facilities would not 
be impacted by the proposed project. Access for 
emergency service providers would be maintained.
The project would not increase demand for health 
care and social services facilities, since the 
anticipated increase in use would be drawn from 
the surrounding area that is already served by 
these facilities.  

Solid Waste 
Disposal / Recycling 

2 The project involves demolition and removal of the 
existing architectural elements within the square, 
including sidewalks parking lots, bench areas, 
Antonio Sepúlveda pavilion, planters stairs, and 
handicap ramps. The general contractor would 
manage implementation of the anticipated waste 
disposal methods. The Project would comply with 
the provisions of the Regulations for the Reduction, 
Reuse and Recycling of Solid Waste (Regulation 
No. 6825 of 2004), as amended, and with all 
Department of Natural and Environmental 
Resources (DNER) requirements. Recycling 
recovered construction debris materials where 
possible would minimize generation of solid waste 
so that daily capacities of landfills and other solid 
waste facilities would not be exceeded. 
Once the project is completed, the generation of 
domestic solid waste is anticipated to increase due 
to the anticipated increase in public use. Both solid 
waste disposal and recycling will be collected and 
managed by the Municipality and would not 
require an increase in capacity within the 
Municipality. 

Waste Water / 
Sanitary Sewers 

2 New bathrooms would be added to the plaza, but 
no new connections to municipal sanitary sewer 
system would be needed. The proposed project 
would not affect wastewater infrastructure and 
would not increase demand for service. 

Water Supply 2 Potable water would be available at the new kiosk. 
Once the project is completed, there will be an 
increase in potable water consumption. The kiosk 
will be connected to the existing system. The 
facility would not require an increase in capacity. 
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Increase in demand for water from the project 
would be minor relative to the current demand for 
these services in the area. 

Public Safety  - 
Police, Fire and 
Emergency Medical 

2 Traffic may have to be rerouted temporarily during 
construction. Emergency services would be notified 
of traffic control changes ahead of time, and 
access by emergency vehicles always would be 
allowed within the work zone. Increased use of the 
project area due to increased capacity could 
result in a minor increase demand for these 
services. Since use would be drawn from the local 
population, the demand for services would not 
exceed the current providers’ capacity. 

Parks, Open Space 
and Recreation 

1 The proposed project would temporarily restrict use 
of the existing plaza during construction; however, 
it would not adversely affect any existing parks, 
open space, or recreational activities. Temporary 
and safe access for would be provided to visitors 
to the San Isidro Labrador Catholic Church during 
project development. The improved Plaza de 
Recreo may be considered an addition to local 
recreational attractions. The anticipated increase 
in public visitation at the improved Plaza de 
Recreo could generate increased visitation to 
nearby parks and recreation areas but would not 
require an increase in the capacity of these 
facilities to accommodate them.  

Transportation and 
Accessibility 

2 The proposed project would result in minor 
temporary traffic increases and access issues 
during construction. Traffic may be rerouted 
temporarily or lane closures may be implemented 
to direct traffic away from construction activities. A 
traffic and transportation management plan would 
be implemented to address those short-term traffic 
effects and to provide the safest routes during 
construction. Emergency services would be notified 
of traffic control changes ahead of time, and 
access by emergency vehicles always would be 
allowed within the work zone. 
When the project is completed, there will be a 
slight increase in traffic because the expanded 
facility will have employees and visitors. However, 
traffic should flow normally in the area, as the 
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increase is not significant, and the plaza will 
provide parking. 

Environmental 
Assessment Factor 

Impact 
Code Impact Evaluation 

NATURAL FEATURES 
Unique Natural 
Features,  
Water Resources 

2 The project will not affect a unique natural 
features or water resources. The project site is 
developed within an urban area.  

Vegetation, Wildlife 2 The proposed project activities would be mostly 
within the existing plaza footprint and parking 
areas. The entire project site has been previously 
disturbed. The project would not significantly 
affect native vegetation. Additionally, the 
proposed project would not impact wildlife or 
wildlife habitat.  

Other Factors No other factors were identified that would be 
affected by the proposed project. 

Environmental 
Assessment Factor 

Impact 
Code Impact Evaluation 

CLIMATE AND ENERGY 
Climate Change 
Impacts 

2 Because the project is a rehabilitation of an existing 
developed area that is mostly covered with asphalt, 
concrete slabs, stairs, ramps, and sidewalks, there 
would be no changes to the site configuration or 
structure that would specifically address the possibility 
and uncertainty of rising sea levels or the possibility of 
increases in rainfall intensity.  
The project design would not change the area’s urban 
heat island effects or stormwater runoff.  
The project light poles would be upgraded with new 
energy efficient equipment that would result in a lower 
carbon footprint for the rehabilitated area. 

Energy Efficiency 2 The expanded facility would increase energy 
consumption because due to anticipated increased 
use. However, the lighting will be upgraded and be 
energy efficient. 

Additional Studies Performed: 
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N/A 

Field Inspection (Date and completed by):  
Field Inspection and photographs completed on May 20, 2022 by Tetra 
Tech, Inc. (see Attachment C). 

List of Sources, Agencies and Persons Consulted [40 CFR 1508.9(b)]:

Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office 
FAA, National Plan for Integrated Airport Systems: 
www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/npias/reports/NPIAS-Report-2017-
2021-Appendix-B-Part6.pdf  
John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier Resources System, Puerto Rico map. 
www.fws.gov/CBRA/Maps/Locator/PR.pdf   
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System: www.rivers.gov/puerto-rico.php   
Puerto Rico Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery Action 
Plan, July 2018. www.cdbg-dr.pr.gov/en/action-plan/   
Programmatic Agreement among the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, the Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office and the Central 
Office for Recovery, Reconstruction and Resilience – amended to include 
the Puerto Rico Department of Housing. 
US Environmental Protection Agency, National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards, Nonattainment Areas for Criteria Pollutants (Green Book): 
www3.epa.gov/airquality/greenbook/anayo_pr.html   
US EPA, Environmental Topics, Air Topics: www.epa.gov/environmental-
topics/air-topics   
US Fish and Wildlife Service, Environmental Conservation Online System: 
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/report/species-listings-by-
state?stateAbbrev=PR&stateName=Puerto%20Rico&statusCategory=Listed 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, Flood Mapping Service: 
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/home  (compilation of numerous maps) 
US Fish and Wildlife Service, National Wetlands Inventory: 
www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/mapper.html (compilation of numerous maps) 
Puerto Rico Coastal Zone Management Program Plan, September 2009. 
US EPA, Sole Source Aquifers. Esri HERE, Garmin, NOAA, USGS, EPA. 

List of Permits Obtained:  
N/A 

Public Outreach [24 CFR 50.23 & 58.43]: 
A combined Notice of Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) and Notice 
of Intent to Request Release of Funds (NOIRROF) will be published in a local 
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newspaper. Copies of that public notice also will be sent to all known 
interested parties. 

Cumulative Impact Analysis [24 CFR 58.32]:  
The project area is part of larger, ongoing infrastructure improvements to 
address unsatisfied needs as a result of Hurricane Maria; and to carry out 
strategic and high-impact activities to mitigate disaster risks and reduce 
future losses. The municipality assessed locations in the urban center that 
warranted improvements to maximize their potential. Examples include the 
ongoing environmental process for transforming the Old Luis Muñoz Rivera 
School into an Artistic and Cultural Development Center, enhancing the 
Municipal Gymnasium, and the Coliseum Ángel Mercado project. The 
demolition of the existing existing Plaza Pública José A. Busigo and 
remodeling it, would contribute to these beneficial impacts. Modernizing 
the architecture of the square, renewing its green areas, and redistributing 
its elements to improve the flow of people and optimize its areas to 
celebrate public activities could potentially attract additional 
development in the area as more people use the facilities. However, in the 
immediate future, it would serve a need for a public recreation and 
gathering facility that is outdated and has been damaged by Hurricane 
Maria. Short-term impacts during construction would be mitigated by 
through the measures detailed in the table below and would not contribute 
to construction impacts surrounding the project area. The project will not 
contribute to adverse cumulative impacts. 

Alternatives [24 CFR 58.40(e); 40 CFR 1508.9] 
Alternative locations considered for the project were determined not to be 
feasible for the design or location of the new Plaza de Recreo except for 
the proposed project. Relocation of the plaza to an alternate location 
would not provide the central location required for the municipal gathering 
place. Relocation would not resolve the problem of the existing damaged 
Plaza Pública José A. Busigo property. Alternate reconstruction designs or 
capacities would not meet the needs of the municipality for a modern 
public event space, and alternate reconstruction methods would be 
prohibitively expensive.  

No Action Alternative [24 CFR 58.40(e)]: 
The No Action Alternative is considered unfeasible because it does not 
resolve the problem of an outdated and damaged public square. It would 
not provide the needed improvements to the facilities to manage the flow 
of people and optimize its areas to celebrate public activities.  
Summary of Findings and Conclusions:  
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After reviewing all compliance factors as detailed above, it is our conclusion 
that the proposed project will not have adverse impacts on the environment. 
Project scope is limited to the existing Plaza footprint. There is no anticipated 
impact on or caused by airports, coastal barrier resources, flood Zones, air 
quality, coastal zones, hazardous sites, endangered species, explosive or 
flammable hazards, farmlands, noise sensitive areas, sole source aquifers, 
wetlands, wild or scenic rivers.  
Even though the Plaza itself is not listed on the National Registry of Historic Places 
published by the Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office, the catholic 
church, Iglesia de Isidro Labrador y Santa Maria de la Cabeza, which lies within 
the limits of the Plaza is listed as an historic building. However, the scope of 
proposed works does not extend to either the church or its immediate 
surrounding which are the gardens on its north, south and east building ends, or 
the stairs to the church on its west end.  
Regarding Environmental Justice, there will be no adverse effect to minorities or 
low-income population. Once completed, the project will benefit all the 
population of the Sabana Grande town, as well as all its visitors. 

Mitigation Measures and Conditions [40 CFR 1505.2(c)]  

Summarize below all mitigation measures adopted by the Responsible Entity to reduce, avoid, or 
eliminate adverse environmental impacts and to avoid non-compliance or non-conformance with 
the above-listed authorities and factors. These measures/conditions must be incorporated into 
project contracts, development agreements, and other relevant documents. The staff responsible 
for implementing and monitoring mitigation measures should be clearly identified in the mitigation 
plan. 

Law, Authority, or Factor  Mitigation Measure 

Endangered Species Act of 1973, 
particularly section 7; 50 CFR 
Part 402 

If a Puerto Rican Boa is encountered, work will cease 
until it moves off the site or, failing that, the Puerto Rico 
Department of Natural and Environmental Resources 
(PRDNER) Rangers will be notified for safe capture and 
relocation of the animal, in accordance with the USFW 
Puerto Rican Boa Conservation Measures guidelines . 

Historic Preservation Prior to any action, a protective fence would be 
established around the church so that demolition and 
construction work would not affect it. The project area 
will be monitored by an archaeologist during the 
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process, as directed in the SHPO-approved 
Archaeological Monitoring Plan.  

Soil Suitability/ Slope/ Erosion/ 
Drainage/ Storm Water Runoff 

To avoid potential impact to water bodies from sediment 
transport during construction, the contractor shall 
prepare and implement an Erosion and Sedimentation 
Control Plan (CES Plan) and a Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP). 

Hazards and Nuisances  
including Site Safety and Noise 

Underground natural gas pipelines would be identified 
and marked. Any excavation near these pipelines would 
be conducted with appropriate BMPs. Excavation for 
the project is not expected to disturb these pipelines. 
Traffic control signing and adequate fencing around 
construction areas while construction activities are 
undertaken would protect the public from hazards and 
nuisances. Signs will be posted informing of the 
construction of the project, and public access will be 
restricted by security fences.  
Noise impacts would be addressed by conducting 
construction and demolition activities in accordance 
with local noise regulations and proper construction 
equipment maintenance. Noise disturbance missions 
from the equipment used would be minimized by 
restricting the contractor's working hours to daytime 
hours, from 7:00 AM to 4:00 PM, Monday through 
Friday. 

Solid Waste Disposal / Recycling Recycling recovered construction debris materials 
where possible would minimize generation of solid 
waste so that daily capacities of landfills and other solid 
waste facilities would not be exceeded. 

Waste Water / Sanitary Sewers All wastewater and sanitary sewer work will be done in 
coordination with the Puerto Rico Aqueduct and Sewer 
Authority (PRASA). 

Water Supply All work potable water supply activities will be done in 
coordination with PRASA. 

Public Safety  - Police, Fire and 
Emergency Medical 

Emergency services would be notified of traffic control 
changes ahead of time, and access by emergency 
vehicles always would be allowed within the work zone. 

Transportation and Accessibility A traffic and transportation management plan would be 
implemented to address those short-term traffic effects 
and to provide the safest routes during construction. 





i 

Environmental Review for Activity/Project that is Categorically Excluded Subject to 

Section 58.5 Pursuant to 24 CFR 58.35(a) 

Municipio de Sabana Grande 

Plaza de Recreo 

PR-CRP-000742

ATTACHMENT A: LIST OF WORKSHEETS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 

A-1. AIRPORT HAZARDS WORKSHEET

A-2. COASTAL BARRIERS WORKSHEET

A-3. COASTAL BARRIERS DOCUMENTS

A-4. FLOOD INSURANCE WORKSHEET

A-5. CLEAN AIR WORKSHEET

A-6. CLEAN AIR EPA TABLES

A-7. COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT WORKSHEET

A-8. COASTAL ZONE DOCUMENTS

A-9. CONTAMINATION AND TOXIC SUBSTANCES WORKSHEET

A-10. CONTAMINATION AND TOXIC SUBSTANCES NEPASSIST REPORT

A-11. ENDANGERED SPECIES WORKSHEET

A-12. EXPLOSIVES AND FLAMMABLE WORKSHEET

A-13. FARMLANDS WORKSHEET

A-14. FLOODPLAIN-MANAGEMENT WORKSHEET

A-15. HISTORIC PRESERVATION WORKSHEET

A-16. NOISE WORKSHEET

A-17. SOLE SOURCE AQUIFER WORKSHEET

A-18. WETLANDS WORKSHEET

A-19. WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS WORKSHEET

A-20. WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS DOCUMENTS

A-21. ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE WORKSHEET



OMB No. 2506-0177 
(exp.9/30/2021) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
WASHINGTON, DC  20410-1000 

Airport Hazards (CEST and EA) – PARTNER 

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/airport-hazards 

1. To ensure compatible land use development, you must determine your site’s proximity to civil and

military airports.  Is your project within 15,000 feet of a military airport or 2,500 feet of a civilian

airport?

☒No → If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this 
section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide a map showing that the site 
is not within the applicable distances to a military or civilian airport. 

☐Yes → Continue to Question 2. 

2. Is your project located within a Runway Potential Zone/Clear Zone (RPZ/CZ) or Accident Potential

Zone (APZ)?

☐Yes, project is in an APZ → Continue to Question 3.

☐Yes, project is an RPZ/CZ → Project cannot proceed at this location.

☐No, project is not within an APZ or RPZ/CZ

→ If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this section.

Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below.

Provide a map showing that the site is not within either zone.

3. Is the project in conformance with DOD guidelines for APZ?

☐Yes, project is consistent with DOD guidelines without further action.

→ If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this section.

Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide any documentation supporting this

determination.

☐No, the project cannot be brought into conformance with DOD guidelines and has not    been 

approved.  → Project cannot proceed at this location.

If mitigation measures have been or will be taken, explain in detail the proposed measures that must 

be implemented to mitigate for the impact or effect, including the timeline for implementation.  

Click here to enter text. 

A-1

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/airport-hazards


→Work with the RE/HUD to develop mitigation measures. Continue to the Worksheet Summary

below. Provide any documentation supporting this determination.

Worksheet Summary  
Provide a full description of your determination and a synopsis of the information that it was based on, 
such as: 

• Map panel numbers and dates

• Names of all consulted parties and relevant consultation dates

• Names of plans or reports and relevant page numbers

• Any additional requirements specific to your program or region

Include all documentation supporting your findings in your submission to HUD.  
The project site is not located within 2,500 feet of civilian runway or 15,000 ft. of a military runway. The 
nearest airport is Eugenio María de Hostos in Mayagüez and is located at over 90,000 ft. Therefore, this 
topic complies with the regulation. Refer to Attachment B-5



OMB No. 2506-0177 
(exp.9/30/2021) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
WASHINGTON, DC  20410-1000 

Coastal Barrier Resources (CEST and EA) – PARTNER 

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/coastal-barrier-resources 

Projects located in the following states must complete this form. 

Alabama Georgia Massachusetts New Jersey Puerto Rico Virgin Islands 

Connecticut Louisiana Michigan New York Rhode Island Virginia 

Delaware Maine Minnesota North Carolina South Carolina Wisconsin 

Florida Maryland Mississippi Ohio Texas 

1. Is the project located in a CBRS Unit?

☒No → If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this 

section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide a map showing that the site 

is not within a CBRS Unit. 

☐Yes →  Continue to 2.

2. Indicate your recommended course of action for the RE/HUD

☐ Consultation with the FWS

 ☐ Cancel the project

Worksheet Summary  
Provide a full description of your determination and a synopsis of the information that it was based on, 
such as: 

• Map panel numbers and dates

• Names of all consulted parties and relevant consultation dates

• Names of plans or reports and relevant page numbers

• Any additional requirements specific to your program or region

Include all documentation supporting your findings in your submission to HUD.  
Sabana Grande is not a coastal town. According to the US Fish and Wildlife Service Coastal Barrier 
Resources Mapper, the project is not located in any coastal barrier zone of Puerto Rico. 
The nearest units are Bahía Montalva Unit PR-64P and Don Luis Unit PR-63P, both south of the project in 
the municipalities of Lajas and Guánica, RP-64 is the closest unit and is located at approximately 37,000 
feet south of the project area. Therefore, this topic complies with the regulation. 

Federal assistance for most activities may not be used at this location. You must either 
choose an alternate site or cancel the project. In very rare cases, federal monies can be 
spent within CBRS units for certain exempted activities (e.g., a nature trail), after 
consultation with the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) (see 16 USC 3505 for exceptions 
to limitations on expenditures).  

A-2

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2010-title16/pdf/USCODE-2010-title16-chap55-sec3505.pdf


OMB No. 2506-0177 
(exp.9/30/2021) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
WASHINGTON, DC  20410-1000 

The nearest units are Bahía Montalva Unit PR-64P and Don Luis Unit PR-63P, both south of the project 
in the municipalities of Lajas and Guánica, at more than 13,000 meters – Refer to Attachment A-3 
below and B-6
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Coastal Barrier Resources System
Units by County

State County Unit
Number

Unit Name

Alabama Baldwin AL-01P Perdido Key

Alabama Baldwin AL-02P Gulf Park

Alabama Baldwin AL-03 Skunk Bayou

Alabama Baldwin AL-04P Cypress Point

Alabama Mobile AL-05P Alligator Lake

Alabama Baldwin Q01 Mobile Point

Alabama Mobile Q01A Pelican Island

Alabama Baldwin Q01P Mobile Point

Alabama Mobile Q02 Dauphin Island

Alabama Mobile Q02P Dauphin Island

Connecticut New London CT-00 Barn Island

Connecticut New London CT-01 Mason Island

Connecticut New London CT-02 Bluff Point

Connecticut New London CT-02P Bluff Point

Help improve this site



State County Unit
Number

Unit Name

North Carolina Carteret NC-04P Fort Macon

North Carolina Carteret NC-05P Roosevelt Natural Area

North Carolina Carteret, Onslow NC-06P Hammocks Beach

North Carolina New Hanover, Brunswick NC-07P Cape Fear

Ohio Lake OH-01 Arcola Creek

Ohio Lake OH-02 Mentor

Ohio Erie OH-03 North Pond

Ohio Erie OH-04 Old Woman Creek

Ohio Erie OH-05 Sheldon Marsh

Ohio Ottawa OH-06 Bay Point

Ohio Ottawa OH-07 Middle Bass Island

Ohio Ottawa OH-08 North Bass Island

Ohio Ottawa OH-09 Fox Marsh

Ohio Ottawa OH-10 Toussaint River

Puerto Rico Rio Grande PR-02 Ensenada Comezon

Puerto Rico Rio Grande, Luquillo PR-03 Rio Mameyes

Puerto Rico Luquillo PR-04P Punta la Bandera

Puerto Rico Luquillo PR-05 Luquillo Spit
Help improve this site



State County Unit
Number

Unit Name

Puerto Rico Ponce PR-57P Punta Cucharas

Puerto Rico Penuelas PR-58P Bahia de Tallaboa

Puerto Rico Yauco, Guanica PR-59 Punta Ballena

Puerto Rico Guanica PR-60P Punta Jacinto

Puerto Rico Guanica PR-61 Ensenada las Pardas

Puerto Rico Guanica PR-62P Punta Manglillo

Puerto Rico Guanica PR-63P Cayo don Luis

Puerto Rico Guanica, Lajas PR-64P Bahia Montalva

Puerto Rico Lajas, Cabo Rojo PR-65P Isla Cueva/Guayacan

Puerto Rico Cabo Rojo PR-66 Cabo Rojo

Puerto Rico Cabo Rojo PR-66P Cabo Rojo

Puerto Rico Cabo Rojo PR-67P Bahia de Boqueron

Puerto Rico Cabo Rojo PR-68 Boca Prieta

Puerto Rico Cabo Rojo PR-69 Punta Carenero

Puerto Rico Cabo Rojo PR-70 Belvedere

Puerto Rico Mayaquez PR-72 Rio Guanajibo

Puerto Rico Aguadilla PR-75 Espinar

Puerto Rico Aguadilla PR-75P Espinar
Help improve this site
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Programs

(/program/coastal-
barrier-resources-
act)

Coastal Barrier Resources Act (/program/coastal-barrier-resources-
act)

We administer the Coastal Barrier Resources Act (CBRA), which encourages
the conservation of storm-prone and dynamic coastal barriers by withdrawing
the availability of federal funding and financial assistance within a designated
set of units known as the Coastal Barrier Resources System (CBRS)....

Program

Baileys Crossroads, VA

Working with others to conserve, protect and enhance fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for
the continuing benefit of the American people.

CAREERS & INTERNSHIPS (/CAREERS)

Employees at FWS (/about/staff)

Contact Us (/contact-us)

Site Map (/sitemap)

Accessibility (/help/accessibility.html)

Freedom of Information Act (/program/fws-freedom-information-act-foia)

Notices (/notices)

Privacy Policy (https://www.doi.gov/privacy)

Disclaimers (/disclaimer) Help improve this site

https://www.fws.gov/program/coastal-barrier-resources-act
https://www.fws.gov/program/coastal-barrier-resources-act
https://www.fws.gov/careers
https://www.fws.gov/about/staff
https://www.fws.gov/contact-us
https://www.fws.gov/sitemap
https://www.fws.gov/help/accessibility.html
https://www.fws.gov/program/fws-freedom-information-act-foia
https://www.fws.gov/notices
https://www.doi.gov/privacy
https://www.fws.gov/disclaimer
https://www.fws.gov/program/information-quality


OMB No. 2506-0177 
(exp. 9/30/2021) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
WASHINGTON, DC  20410-1000 

Flood Insurance (CEST and EA) – PARTNER 
https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/flood-insurance 

1. Does this project involve mortgage insurance, refinance, acquisition, repairs, rehabilitation, or
construction of a structure, mobile home, or insurable personal property?

☒No. This project does not require flood insurance or is excepted from flood insurance.
→ Continue to the Worksheet Summary.

☐Yes → Continue to Question 2.

2. Provide a FEMA/FIRM map showing the site.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) designates floodplains. The FEMA Map Service
Center provides this information in the form of FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs).

Is the structure, part of the structure, or insurable property located in a FEMA-designated Special
Flood Hazard Area?

☐ No → Continue to the Worksheet Summary.

☐ Yes → Continue to Question 3.

3. Is the community participating in the National Flood Insurance Program or has less than one year
passed since FEMA notification of Special Flood Hazards?

☐ Yes, the community is participating in the National Flood Insurance Program.
Flood insurance is required. Provide a copy of the flood insurance policy declaration or a paid
receipt for the current annual flood insurance premium and a copy of the application for flood
insurance.
→ Continue to the Worksheet Summary.

☐ Yes, less than one year has passed since FEMA notification of Special Flood Hazards.
If less than one year has passed since notification of Special Flood Hazards, no flood
Insurance is required.
→ Continue to the Worksheet Summary.

☐ No.  The community is not participating, or its participation has been suspended.
Federal assistance may not be used at this location. Cancel the project at this location.

Worksheet Summary  

Include all documentation supporting your findings in your submission to HUD. 
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The project is outside of the floodplain. This information was obtained from the FEMA 
Recommended Base Flood Level Maps (Advisory Maps), Map Number 72000C1580J, with effective 
date of November 18, 2009. Therefore, this topic complies with the regulation. Refer to 
Attachment B-7.  



OMB No. 2506-0177 
(exp.9/30/2021) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
WASHINGTON, DC  20410-1000 

Air Quality (CEST and EA) – PARTNER 
https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/air-quality 

1. Does your project include new construction or conversion of land use facilitating the
development of public, commercial, or industrial facilities OR five or more dwelling units?

☒ Yes  → Continue to Question 2.

☐ No  → If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance   with this

section. Provide any documents used to make your determination. 

2. Is your project’s air quality management district or county in non-attainment or maintenance
status for any criteria pollutants?
Follow the link below to determine compliance status of project county or air quality management
district:
http://www.epa.gov/oaqps001/greenbk/

☒ No, project’s county or air quality management district is in attainment status for all criteria

pollutants

→ If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this

section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide any documents used to make

your determination.

☐ Yes, project’s management district or county is in non-attainment or maintenance status for

one or more criteria pollutants.  → Continue to Question 3.

3. Determine the estimated emissions levels of your project for each of those criteria pollutants

that are in non-attainment or maintenance status on your project area. Will your project exceed

any of the de minimis or threshold emissions levels of non-attainment and maintenance level

pollutants or exceed the screening levels established by the state or air quality management

district?

☐ No, the project will not exceed de minimis or threshold emissions levels or screening
levels

→ If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this
section. Explain how you determined that the project would not exceed de minimis or
threshold emissions.

☐ Yes, the project exceeds de minimis emissions levels or screening levels.

A-5
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→ Continue to Question 4.   Explain how you determined that the project would not exceed de
minimis or threshold emissions in the Worksheet Summary.

4. For the project to be brought into compliance with this section, all adverse impacts must be
mitigated. Explain in detail the exact measures that must be implemented to mitigate for the
impact or effect, including the timeline for implementation.
Click here to enter text.

Worksheet Summary  
Provide a full description of your determination and a synopsis of the information that it was based on, 
such as: 

• Map panel numbers and dates

• Names of all consulted parties and relevant consultation dates

• Names of plans or reports and relevant page numbers

• Any additional requirements specific to your program or region

Include all documentation supporting your findings in your submission to HUD.  
According to the EPA’s Green Book, the project site is not located in a non-attainment area. Therefore, 
this topic complies with the regulation. 
Refer to Attachment A-6 below
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01213 045673�8253 89:21124:53:1�;<32�8253 =>?>�@96A�B?>>>CD89A�9E�F9G:143C F213H9<IJ�F72CCA@977G12:1KL 02:�MG4C�NO4C69� PQRSTU�VWSXY�Z[\\P]̂_X�̀Tab�VcabdS�Ze_bfYUX�̂_X�̀TabVcabdS]g�KL [ h i_UjaX_k� PQRSTU�VWSXY�Z[\hl]̂_X�̀Tab�VcabdS�Ze_bfYUX�d_Uf]g�KL h h i_UjaX_kKL 032<73C�m2773I� niQh\�ZhoPp] qUSX_g�KL r h iSsYU_fYKL 09G1t32C1�u3C3<1�v9w4E43w�;xv;� niQh\�ZhoPp] yazYUbasY�KSTXf{|�KS_}~Ykk_��_kkY{dk_XXaXj�_UY_g�KL [lP h ŶUaSTb� niQh\�ZhoPp] _̂X��YUX_UsaXS�KSTXf{g�KL [�p h iSsYU_fY� PQRSTU�VWSXY�Z[\\P]̀ Sb�LXjYkYbQ̂_X��YUX_UsaXS�KSTXfaYbZ�Ybf�iS�_zY��YbYUf]g�KL P�P [ ŶzYUY�hl� PQRSTU�VWSXY�Z[\\P]yazYUbasY�KSTXf{�ZKS_}~Ykk_��_kkY{]gKL r[� h ŶzYUY�hl� PQRSTU�VWSXY�Z[\hl]̀ Sb�LXjYkYbQ̂_X��YUX_UsaXS�KSTXfaYbZ�Ybf�iS�_zY��YbYUf]g�KL P�p [ ŶzYUY�hl� PQRSTU�VWSXY�Z[\hl]yazYUbasY�KSTXf{�ZKS_}~Ykk_��_kkY{]gKL r[l h ŶzYUY�hlKL �GC�2:��G113C� PQRSTU�VWSXY�Z[\\P]qTb}_X��TffYbg�KL \ h i_UjaX_k� PQRSTU�VWSXY�Z[\hl]qTb}_X��TffYbg�KL \ h i_UjaX_kZyTU_kqU_XbdSUf]KL m3:1G<2�F9G:1I� PQRSTU�VWSXY�Z[\\P]�YXfTU_�KSTXf{g�KL P[� h ŶUaSTb� PQRSTU�VWSXY�Z[\hl]�YXfTU_�KSTXf{g�KL P[h h ŶUaSTbKL �GO2�F41I� PQRSTU�VWSXY�Z[\hl]̂TffYU��TffYbg�KL \ h i_UjaX_kKV u3:�3<��9G7w3<��<3373I��1A�F9774:C�M9�372:w� PQRSTU�VWSXY�Z[\\P]�YXzYUQ�STksYUQ�UYYkY{Q�f��KSkkaXbQS̀zYk_Xsg�KV �g��\ o ŶUaSTb� PQRSTU�VWSXY�Z[\hl]�YXzYU�iYfUS��SUf~��USXf�y_XjYg�KV �g��h o i_UjaX_kKq �<3213<�F9::3�14�G1� PQRSTU�VWSXY�Z[\\P]�UY_fYU�KSXXY}fa}Tfg�Kq hg�[o l ŶUaSTb� PQRSTU�VWSXY�Z[\hl]�UY_fYU�KSXXY}fa}Tfg�Kq hg�[o l i_UjaX_k�KQi�Q�L �2Ct4:H19:� PQRSTU�VWSXY�Z[\hl]�_b~aXjfSXg��KQi�Q�L lgh�� hl i_UjaX_k�L ;172:12� PQRSTU�VWSXY�Z[\hl]Lfk_Xf_g��L �g��o p i_UjaX_k�� @414�F2O<2C� T̂k�TU��aS�asY�Zhoph]nafag��� h h nUa�_U{� T̂k�TU��aS�asY�Z[\h\]nafaQK_cU_bg��� � h �SX_ff_aX�YXf�� �2:HG4CC9:�@9�3<�@72:1� T̂k�TU��aS�asY�Zhoph]q_XjTabbSXg��� h h nUa�_U{�L vGC�214:3�F9G:1I� T̂k�TU��aS�asY�Z[\h\]iTb}_faXYg��L �\ h �SX_ff_aX�YXf�� @9�213779� niQh\�ZhoPp] nS�YUQ�_XXS}��KSTXfaYb|��SUf�R_kk�Xsa_X�yYbYUz_faSXg��� h [ iSsYU_fY�̀Q��Q�� Ft4�2H9��97431�82643<� PQRSTU�VWSXY�Z[\hl]K~a}_jSg��̀Q��Q�� og\pl hh i_UjaX_k�� �9<1��2I:3��G:14:H19:�;GOG<:� T̂k�TU��aS�asY�Z[\h\]RTXfaXjfSXg��� [h h �SX_ff_aX�YXf
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01213 045673�8253 89:21124:53:1�;<32�8253 =>?>�@96A�B?>>>CD89A�9E�F9G:143C F213H9<IJ�F72CCA@977G12:1KL 0274:2� MNOP�QRSSTU LOVWXN�YZ[X\]̂�KL S _ Z̀XO\\OWXaNX\Kb c3:d3<C9:ef3gC13<�F9G:143C� L[Vh[i�jWZkWPN�QRS_SUlNXPNimZXnoNpm\Ni�YZ[X\WNm̂�Kb q R Z̀XO\\OWXaNX\Kbnr̀ s9G4Ct4773� TnlZ[i�uvZXN�QRS_wUMZ[WmxWVVN̂�Kbnr̀ _̂Sy_ w zOi{WXOVM| }t2:H374:3�@2<4C~� L[Vh[i�jWZkWPN�QRS_SU�xOX{NVWXN��OiWm��Q�Oi\WOVÛ�M| S _ Z̀XO\\OWXaNX\M| 83���<732:C� L[Vh[i�jWZkWPN�QRS_SUL\���NiXOiP��OiWm�̂�M| �y _ Z̀XO\\OWXaNX\z|ǹl�9C19:ef9<�3C13<e�2:�~3C13<� TnlZ[i�uvZXN�QRSSTUj[�Nm�YZ[X\]̂�z| _q _ zOi{WXOVzj �271459<3� L[Vh[i�jWZkWPN�QRS_SU|XXN�|i[XPNV�YZ[X\]�OXP��OV\WaZiNYZ[X\]̂�zj ��S R Z̀XO\\OWXaNX\� TnlZ[i�uvZXN�QRSSTU�OV\WaZiN̂�zj R̂yy� y zZPNiO\N� TnlZ[i�uvZXN�QRS_wU�OV\WaZiN̂�zj R̂yy� y zOi{WXOVzr ;773H2:�F9G:1I� TnlZ[i�uvZXN�QRS_wU|VVN{OX�YZ[X\]̂�zr �q _ zOi{WXOVzr �3:19:�c2<g9<� TnlZ[i�uvZXN�QRS_wU�NiiWNX�YZ[X\]̂�zr _wq _ zOi{WXOVzr �31<941e;::�;<g9<� L[Vh[i�jWZkWPN�QRS_SUjN\iZW\̂�zr Rw� _ Z̀XO\\OWXaNX\� L[Vh[i�jWZkWPN�QRS_SUL\��YVOWî�zr wR _ Z̀XO\\OWXaNX\� TnlZ[i�uvZXN�QRS_wUjN\iZW\̂�zr �̂qSw q zOi{WXOVzr �GC�3H9:� TnlZ[i�uvZXN�QRS_wUz[m�N{ZX�YZ[X\]̂�zr _�q _ zOi{WXOVz` �4::326974Ce01A�@2G7� MNOP�QRSSTU �O{OX̂�z` � _ Z̀XO\\OWXaNX\zu �<9:���3:1��2:d��3I:97dC�F9G:143C� MNOP�QRSSTU riZX̂�jNX\̂�OXP��N]XZVPm�YZ[X\WNm̂�zu S � Z̀XO\\OWXaNX\zu 83���2d<4d�F9G:1I� L[Vh[i�jWZkWPN�QRS_SÙN��zOPiWP�YZ[X\]̂�zu S _ Z̀XO\\OWXaNX\zunrM01A�s9G4C� MNOP�Q_�qTU �NhhNimZX�YZ[X\]�Q�Oi\U��lNi�[VOXN[âzu � _ Z̀XO\\OWXaNX\� MNOP�QRSSTU �NhhNimZX�YZ[X\]̂�zu w _ Z̀XO\\OWXaNX\� L[Vh[i�jWZkWPN�QRS_SU|V\ZX��Z�Xm�W�̂�rM S _ Z̀XO\\OWXaNX\� TnlZ[i�uvZXN�QRS_wUL\��MZ[Wm̂�zunrM R̂�TT T zOi{WXOVz� �4774:HCJs2G<37� L[Vh[i�jWZkWPN�Q_�q_UMO[iNV�|iNO�QbNVVZ�m\ZXN�YZ[X\]Û�z� q _ �iWaOi]z� s253��33<� �zn_S�Q_�TqU �ZmNp[P�YZ[X\]��MOaN�jNNî�z� _ _ zZPNiO\Nz� s4ggI� �znR�w�Q_��qU MWpp]̂�z� � _ zZPNiO\Nz� @97C9:�Bs2�3�F9G:1ID� �zn_S�Q_�TqU MO�N�YZ[X\]���ZVmZX̂�z� � _ zZPNiO\Nz� �9:2:�Bs2�3�F9G:1ID� �zn_S�Q_�TqU MO�N�YZ[X\]���ZXOX̂�z� � _ zZPNiO\N�̀ s2C��3H2C� TnlZ[i�uvZXN�QRS_wUMOm��N{Om̂�̀� _̂T�R _ zOi{WXOVb̀ �253C19�:� TnlZ[i�uvZXN�QRSSTU�OaNm\Z�X̂�̀b _�w _ zOi{WXOVb̀ 01A�s2�<3:�3�F9G:1I



�������������	�
� �
�������������
����
�������������������
�����
�����������
����� �!�

��"��#� �$��%
�

&�������'''()
��)*�+����,�������*�

�-��#���.��)&��� /�0
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09/30/2022

Counties Designated "Nonattainment"

Legend **
County Designated Nonattainment for 6 NAAQS Pollutants
County Designated Nonattainment for 5 NAAQS Pollutants
County Designated Nonattainment for 4 NAAQS Pollutants
County Designated Nonattainment for 3 NAAQS Pollutants
County Designated Nonattainment for 2 NAAQS Pollutants
County Designated Nonattainment for 1 NAAQS Pollutant

* The National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) are health standards for Carbon Monoxide,
Lead (1978 and 2008), Nitrogen Dioxide, 8-hour Ozone (2008), Particulate Matter (PM-10
and PM-2.5 (1997, 2006 and 2012), and Sulfur Dioxide.(1971 and 2010)

** Included in the counts are counties designated for NAAQS and revised NAAQS pollutants. 
Revoked 1-hour (1979) and 8-hour Ozone (1997) are excluded. Partial counties, those with part 
of the county designated nonattainment and part attainment, are shown as full counties on the map.

for Clean Air Act's National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) *
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OMB No. 2506-0177 
(exp.9/30/2021) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
WASHINGTON, DC  20410-1000 

Coastal Zone Management Act (CEST and EA) – PARTNER 
https://www.onecpd.info/environmental-review/coastal-zone-management 

Projects located in the following states must complete this form.  
Alabama Florida Louisiana Mississippi Ohio Texas 

Alaska Georgia Maine New Hampshire Oregon Virgin Islands 

American 
Samona 

Guam Maryland New Jersey Pennsylvania Virginia 

California Hawaii Massachusetts New York Puerto Rico Washington 

Connecticut Illinois Michigan North Carolina Rhode Island Wisconsin 

Delaware Indiana Minnesota Northern 
Mariana Islands 

South Carolina 

1. Is the project located in, or does it affect, a Coastal Zone as defined in your state Coastal
Management Plan?

☐Yes → Continue to Question 2. 

☒No → If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this 
section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide a map showing that the site 
is not within a Coastal Zone.  

2. Does this project include activities that are subject to state review?

☐Yes → Continue to Question 3. 

☐No  → If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this 
section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide documentation used to make 
your determination.  

3. Has this project been determined to be consistent with the State Coastal Management Program?

☐Yes, with mitigation. → The RE/HUD must work with the State Coastal Management
Program to develop mitigation measures to mitigate the impact or effect of the project.

☐Yes, without mitigation.  → If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is
in compliance with this section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide documentation
used to make your determination.

☐No → Project cannot proceed at this location.

Worksheet Summary  
Provide a full description of your determination and a synopsis of the information that it was based on, 
such as: 

• Map panel numbers and dates

A-7



• Names of all consulted parties and relevant consultation dates

• Names of plans or reports and relevant page numbers

• Any additional requirements specific to your program or region

Include all documentation supporting your findings in your submission to HUD.  
Sabana Grande is not a coastal town, so the project site is not located near any designated Coastal Zone 
or Coastal Zone Management. The coastal extend in Puerto Rico is generally 1,000 meters inland which 
might extend further inland to cover important coastal resources such as wetlands. This information is 
obtained from the Puerto Rico Coastal Management Zone Program of the Department of Natural and 
Environmental Resources. Closest Coastal Zone is approximately 40,000 Feet south of the Project area. 
Therefore, this topic complies with the regulation. 
Refer to Attachment A-8 and B-8
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Project Area

Coastal Zone Management Act
Land Boundary

Author: Genevieve
  Kaiser
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Source:  CRIM 2014
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STATE COASTAL ZONE BOUNDARIES 
February 9, 2012 

STATE 

DEFINITION OF STATE’S COASTAL ZONE 
(The seaward boundary of the Great Lake States is the U.S.-Canada International 

boundary, and for all other States is the 3 nautical mile territorial sea, except for those 
States marked with an asterisk (*) 

ALABAMA 
Alabama’s coastal zone extends inland to the continuous 10-foot elevation contour in 
Baldwin and Mobile Counties. 

ALASKA As of July 1, 2011, Alaska no longer has a federally approved coastal management 
program or defined coastal zone and federal consistency does not apply to Alaska. 
Contact NOAA’s Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management for additional 
information. 

AMERICAN SAMOA American Samoa’s coastal zone is the entire Territory. 

CALIFORNIA & 
BCDC 

California’s coastal zone generally extends 1,000 yards inland from the mean high tide 
line.   In significant coastal estuarine habitat and recreational areas it extends inland to 
the first major ridgeline or 5 miles from the mean high tide line, whichever is less.  In 
developed urban areas, the boundary is generally less than 1,000 yards. 

The coastal zone for the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development 
Commission (BCDC) includes the open water, marshes and mudflats of greater San 
Francisco Bay, and areas 100 feet inland from the line of highest tidal action.   The 
boundary also includes: the Suisun marsh and buffer zone: managed wetlands diked 
off from the Bay; and open waters diked off from the Bay and used in salt production. 

CONNECTICUT 

Connecticut’s coastal zone has two tiers incorporated within the 36 coastal townships. 
The first tier is bounded by a continuous line delineated by a 1,000 foot linear setback 
measured from the mean high water mark in coastal waters; or a 1,000 foot linear 
setback measured from the inland boundary of state regulated tidal wetlands; or the 
continuous interior contour elevation of the one hundred year frequency coastal flood 
zone; whichever is farthest inland. The second tier is the area between the inland 
boundary of the 36 coastal communities and the inland boundary of the first tier. 

DELAWARE Delaware’s coastal zone includes the whole state. 

FLORIDA * 

Florida’s coastal zone is the entire State, but has two tiers.   Local governments 
eligible to receive coastal management funds are limited to those Gulf and Atlantic 
coastal cities and counties which include or are contiguous to state water bodies where 
marine species of vegetation constitute the dominant plant community.  Florida’s 
seaward boundary in the Gulf of Mexico is 3 marine leagues (9 nautical miles) and is 
3 nautical miles in the Atlantic. 

GEORGIA 
Georgia’s coastal zone includes the 11 counties that border tidally-influenced waters 
or have economies that are closely tied to coastal resources. 

GUAM Guam’s coastal zone is the entire Territory. 

HAWAI’I Hawai’i’s coastal zone is the entire state. 



ILLINOIS 

Illinois’ coastal zone has two components.  The Lakeshore Boundary is based on the 
Lake Michigan watershed and is generally parallel to the Lake Michigan shoreline.  
The Inland Waterway Boundary includes Inland Waterway Corridors, which are select
segments of the Chicago River system (North Branch, South Branch, Main Branch 
and North Shore Channel) and select segments of the Little Calumet and Grand 
Calumet Rivers.  The Inland Waterway Corridors consist of both the waterway and 
designated land area to either side of the waterway. 

INDIANA 

Indiana’s coastal zone is based on watershed boundaries within coastal townships and 
the counties of Lake, Porter and LaPorte.   To create an inland boundary that is 
identifiable in practical landmarks, the coastal zone boundary is described based on 
the U.S. Geological Survey Quadrangle maps and major roads for each county.   The 
coastal zone boundary is located in the northern portions of Lake, Porter, and LaPorte 
Counties.   At its widest extent, the boundary extends away from the shoreline 17 
miles to the Crown Point area and at its narrowest point, less than 2 miles, just north 
of Hudson Lake in LaPorte County.   See NOAA, Indiana Lake Michigan Coastal 
Program and Final Environmental Impact Statement, Appendix C (April 2002), to 
determine the precise coastal zone boundary in a particular area of the State. 

LOUISIANA 

Louisiana’s coastal zone varies from 16 to 32 miles inland from the Gulf coast and 
generally follows the Intracoastal Waterway running from the Texas-Louisiana state 
line then follows highways through Vermilion, Iberia, and St. Mary parishes, then 
dipping southward following the natural ridges below Houma, then turning northward 
to take in Lake Pontchartrain and ending at the Mississippi-Louisiana border. 

MAINE 
Maine’s coastal zone includes the inland line of coastal towns on tidewaters and all 
islands. 

MARYLAND 

Maryland’s coastal zone extends to the inland boundary of the 16 counties bordering 
the Atlantic Ocean, the Chesapeake Bay, and the Potomac River (as far as the 
municipal limits of Washington, D.C), and includes Baltimore City and all local 
jurisdictions within the counties. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Massachusetts’ coastal zone extends 100 feet inland of specified major roads, RR 
tracks, or other visible right of ways which are located within a half mile of coastal 
waters or salt marshes.   The coastal zone includes all islands, transitional and 
intertidal areas, and coastal wetlands and beaches.   In instances where the road 
boundary excludes significant resource areas, the boundary line may depart from the 
road to encompass. 

MICHIGAN 

Michigan’s coastal zone, generally, extends a minimum of 1,000 feet from the 
ordinary high water mark. The boundary extends further inland in some locations to 
encompass coastal lakes, rivermouths, and bays; floodplains; wetlands; dune areas; 
urban areas; and public park, recreation, and natural areas. 

MINNESOTA 

Minnesota’s coastal zone is divided into three areas. The first includes the area of the 
St. Louis River in Carlton County, south of Duluth. The second is the city of Duluth 
and surrounding areas of urban growth and expansion to the north and west. The third 
is the region between the Duluth city limits north to the Canadian border, also known 
as the “North Shore,” which includes portions of St. Louis, Lake, and Cook Counties. 
See NOAA, Minnesota’s Lake Superior Coastal Program Final Environmental 
Impact Statement, Chapter One, (May 1999), to determine the precise coastal zone 
boundary in a particular area of the State. 



MISSISSIPPI 
Mississippi’s coastal zone includes the 3 counties adjacent to the coast.   The coastal 
zone includes these counties, as well as all adjacent coastal waters.   Included in this 
definition are the barrier islands of the coast. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE New Hampshire’s coastal zone is the 17 coastal municipalities. 

NEW JERSEY 

New Jersey’s coastal zone recognizes four distinct regions of the State and treats them 
separately.  From the New York border to the Raritan Bay, the boundary extends 
landward from mean high water to the first road or property line.  From the Raritan 
Bay south along the Atlantic shoreline and up to the Delaware Memorial Bridge, the 
boundary extends from half a mile to 24 miles inland (1,376 square miles of land area).  
From the Delaware Memorial Bridge northward up the Delaware River to Trenton, the 
boundary extends landward to the first road inclusive of all wetlands.  The fourth 
boundary serves a 31-mile square area in the northeast corner of the state bordering the 
Hudson river (New Jersey Meadowlands Commission). 

NEW YORK 

New York's coastal zone varies from region to region while incorporating the following 
conditions: The inland boundary is approximately 1,000 feet from the shoreline of the 
mainland.   In urbanized and developed coastal locations the landward boundary is 
approximately 500 feet from the mainland's shoreline, or less than 500 feet where a 
roadway or railroad line runs parallel to the shoreline at a distance of under 500 feet 
and defines the boundary.   In locations where major state-owned lands and facilities or
electric power generating facilities abut the shoreline, the boundary extends inland to 
include them.   In some areas, such as Long Island Sound and the Hudson River 
Valley, the boundary may extend inland up to 10,000 feet to encompass significant 
coastal resources, such as areas of exceptional scenic value, agricultural or recreational 
lands, and major tributaries and headlands. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

North Carolina’s coastal zone includes the 20 counties that in whole or in part are 
adjacent to, adjoining, intersected by or bounded by the Atlantic Ocean or any coastal 
sound(s).   Within this boundary, there are two tiers.   The first tier is comprised of 
Areas of Environmental Concern (AEC) and is subject to more thorough regulatory 
controls.   AECs include: coastal wetlands, estuarine waters, public trust areas, 
estuarine shorelines, ocean beaches, frontal dunes, ocean erosion areas, inlet lands, 
small surface water supply watersheds, pubic water supply well-fields, and fragile 
natural resource areas.   The second tier includes land uses which have potential to 
affect coastal waters even though they are not located in AECs. 

NORTHERN 
MARIANA ISLANDS 

Northern Mariana Islands’ coastal zone is the entire Commonwealth.  (Note: a recent 
federal court decision ruled that the Commonwealth does not own the adjacent 
territorial sea.   A consent decree allows the CNMI to manage the area.) 

OHIO 

Ohio’s coastal zone includes portions of 9 counties bordering Lake Erie and its 
tributaries and varies depending on biophysical characteristics of various coastal 
regions– in the western part of the coast the boundary extends inland up to 15 miles 
along certain low lying wetland and floodplain areas; in most of the eastern part of the 
State, areas with high bluffs, the boundary extends inland for only about an eighth of a 
mile, with the exception of the Mentor Marsh area. 

OREGON 

Oregon’s coastal zone extends inland to the crest of the coastal range, except for the 
following: along the Umpqua River, where it extends upstream  to Scottsburg; along 
the Rogue River, where it extends upstream to Agness; and except in the Columbia 
River Basin, where it extends upstream to the downstream end of Puget Island. 



PENNSYLVANIA 

Pennsylvania’s coastal zone along Lake Erie varies from 900 feet in urban areas to 
over 3 miles in more rural areas, and encompasses the floodplains of Lake Erie and 
tributary streams, bluff hazards recession areas, and coastal wetlands.   The coastal 
zone along the Delaware River Estuary extends inland to 660 feet in urbanized areas, 
to 3.5 miles in rural areas, and includes floodplains of the Delaware and Schuykill 
Rivers and their tributaries to the upper limit of tidal influence, and tidal and 
freshwater wetlands. 

PUERTO RICO * 
Puerto Rico’s coastal zone, generally, extends 1,000 meters inland; however, it 
extends further inland in certain areas to include important coastal resources.   Puerto 
Rico’s seaward boundary is 3 marine leagues (9 nautical miles). 

RHODE ISLAND 

Rhode Island’s coastal zone includes the whole state.   However, the inland extent of 
the regulatory authority of the State’s CZMA agency is 200 feet inland from any 
coastal feature, to watersheds, and to certain activities that occur anywhere within the 
State that include: power-generating plants; petroleum storage facilities; chemical or 
petroleum processing; minerals extraction; sewage treatment and disposal plants; solid 
waste disposal facilities; and, desalination plants. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
South Carolina’s coastal zone includes all lands and waters in the counties which 
contain any one or more of the critical areas (coastal waters, tidelands, beaches, and 
primary oceanfront sand dunes). 

TEXAS * 

Texas’ coastal zone is generally the area seaward of the Texas coastal facility 
designation line which roughly follows roads that are parallel to coastal waters and 
wetlands generally within one mile of tidal rivers.   The boundary encompasses all or 
portions of 18 coastal counties.   Texas’ seaward boundary is 3 marine leagues (9 
nautical miles). 

VIRGINIA 
Virginia’s coastal zone includes the 29 counties, 17 cities, and 42 incorporated towns 
of Tidewater Virginia, including the Atlantic Coast watershed and portions of the 
Chesapeake Bay and Albemarle-Pamlico Sound watersheds. 

VIRGIN ISLANDS Virgin Islands’ coastal zone includes the entire territory. 

WASHINGTON Washington’s coastal zone is the 15 coastal counties that front saltwater. 

WISCONSIN 
Wisconsin’s coastal zone is the 15 counties that front Lake Superior, Lake Michigan, 
or Green Bay. 
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…a 1,000 meter wide belt of coastal lands or additional distances needed to protect key 
coastal natural systems, the Territorial waters, and submerged lands beneath them extending 9 
nautical miles offshore, as well as the Vieques, Culebra, Mona islands, and all keys and islets 
within the Puerto Rico jurisdiction.    

In Puerto Rico, approximately 419,000 people live within the coastal zone, and 2.3 million 
live within the 44 coastal municipalities of the Commonwealth. These populations are exposed to 
specific hazards such as coastal and riverine flooding, tsunamis, hurricanes, landslides, 
earthquakes and droughts. Hazard events and related social consequences are described in 
historical documents dating back before and after the Spanish-American War, specifically 
hurricanes, and some have been described and passed on through oral history, pottery, and 
petroglyphs since the Taino Indians. Vulnerabilities to these recurring hazards are widespread in 
Puerto Rico and a result of multiple factors, such as continuing development in high hazards 
areas, poor maintenance of existing shoreline stabilization structures and stormwater 
management systems, poor maintenance and dredging of rivers, canals and reservoirs, lack of 
soil management practices on land and in watersheds, and from the elimination of dunes, reefs, 
mangroves, and other naturally protective features that reduce the negative effects of hazard 
events. While these problems persist, some corrective measures have been implemented since the 
1970s, such as water quality and flood control initiatives, habitat restoration and other 
enhancement projects.  

A new threat has the potential to exacerbate these already existing vulnerabilities and may 
even create new ones – climate change. Many decisions made on a daily, weekly, annual, and 
decadal basis in Puerto Rico come with a long-term commitment and can be very sensitive to 
climate conditions. Examples of these types of decisions include land-use plans, risk 
management strategies, infrastructure development for water management or transportation, 
coastline and flood defenses (e.g., dikes, shoreline stabilization structures, flood control and 
storm-water management infrastructure design), urbanism (e.g., urban density, parks), energy 
production, and building design and norms. These decisions have consequences over periods of 

3 
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EL ESTADO DE LA COSTA DE PUERTO RICO 2017

LA COSTA DE PUERTO RICO

799Millas de costa
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8 ,945 km
2

(3,454 mi )2

Area terrestre

Area marina

13, 143 km
2

Limite mar ino
(aguas terr itor iales)

(5 ,075 mi )2
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EL ESTADO DE LA COSTA DE PUERTO RICO 2017

Datos del Negociado del Censo Federal (NFC)  

CRECIMIENTO POBLACIONAL  

10.2

8.1

-2.2

-6.8

1980-90 1990-00 2000-10 2010-15

La poblacion en los municipios
costeros segun el CENSO 2010

es de 2 , 3 1 7 , 1 8 9 habitantes

CREC IM IENTO POBLAC IONAL

10.2

8.1

-2.2

-6.8

1980-90 1990-00 2000-10 2010-15
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Durante décadas, la población de Puerto Rico tuvo un patrón de crecimiento ascendente. Esta tendencia 

cambió a partir de la década del 2000 cuando se reflejó una baja poblacional de 2.2% según los resultados 
del Censo de Población y Vivienda 2010. Esta tendencia descendente continúa. Así lo demuestran las 

cifras de los estimados de población anual del Negociado del Censo Federal. Se estima que al 2015, la 

población se redujo un 6.8%. Se trata de una baja acelerada en cinco años, cuando se compara con 2.2% 

en la década anterior. Esto representa una merma de 9% de la población del 2000 al presente.

x
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OMB No. 2506-0177 
(exp.2/28/2025) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
WASHINGTON, DC  20410-1000 

Contamination and Toxic Substances (Multifamily and Non-Residential 
Properties) – PARTNER 
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/site-contamination 

1. How was site contamination evaluated? 1 Select all that apply.
☐ ASTM Phase I ESA
☐ ASTM Phase II ESA
☐ Remediation or clean-up plan
☐ ASTM Vapor Encroachment Screening
☒ None of the above

 Provide documentation and reports and include an explanation of how site contamination
was evaluated in the Worksheet Summary.
Continue to Question 2.

2. Were any on-site or nearby toxic, hazardous, or radioactive substances found that could affect
the health and safety of project occupants or conflict with the intended use of the property?
(Were any recognized environmental conditions or RECs identified in a Phase I ESA and
confirmed in a Phase II ESA?)

☒ No  Explain below.
A Field Inspection completed on May 20, 2022, identified no Recognized Environmental

Conditions (RECs) for the project. (See Attachment C for photographs.) 
According to EPA NEPAssist, no known hazardous materials, contamination, toxic 

chemicals, gases, and radioactive substances are on the project site. NEPAssist also found 
no superfund or brownfield sites at the project site. According to NEPAssist web tool, there 
are 7 EPA-listed facilities recorded within 3000 feet of the project area. None of the RCRA 
sites have any releases reported or any EPA formal or informal action reported for the last 
three years in EPA’s ECHO reports. The Henkel TSCA facility shows three years of reporting 
violations under the Clean Water Act. Due to distance and the project type, the violations 
would not affect the intended use of the property. These sites do not have any releases 
reported or any EPA formal or informal action reported for the last five years in EPA’s 
Enforcement and Compliance History Online (ECHO).  

 If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with
this section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below.

1 HUD regulations at 24 CFR § 58.5(i)(2)(ii) require that the environmental review for multifamily housing with five 
or more dwelling units or non-residential property include the evaluation of previous uses of the site or other 
evidence of contamination on or near the site. For acquisition and new construction of multifamily and 
nonresidential properties HUD strongly advises the review include an ASTM Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
(ESA) to meet real estate transaction standards of due diligence and to help ensure compliance with HUD’s toxic 
policy at 24 CFR §58.5(i) and 24 CFR §50.3(i).  Also note that some HUD programs require an ASTM Phase I ESA. 
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☐ Yes  Describe the findings, including any recognized environmental conditions 
(RECs), in Worksheet Summary below. Continue to Question 3. 

 
3. Can adverse environmental impacts be mitigated?  

☐   Adverse environmental impacts cannot feasibly be mitigated  HUD assistance may not be 
used for the project at this site.  Project cannot proceed at this location.  

 
☐   Yes, adverse environmental impacts can be eliminated through mitigation.     

  Provide all mitigation requirements2 and documents. Continue to Question 4.   
 

4. Describe how compliance was achieved. Include any of the following that apply: State 
Voluntary Clean-up Program, a No Further Action letter, use of engineering controls3, or use of 
institutional controls4. 
Click here to enter text. 

 
If a remediation plan or clean-up program was necessary, which standard does it follow? 
☐ Complete removal 
☐ Risk-based corrective action (RBCA) 
 Continue to the Worksheet Summary. 

 
Worksheet Summary  
Provide a full description of your determination and a synopsis of the information that it was based on, 
such as: 

• Map panel numbers and dates 
• Names of all consulted parties and relevant consultation dates 
• Names of plans or reports and relevant page numbers 
• Any additional requirements specific to your program or region 

 
Include all documentation supporting your findings in your submission to HUD.  
HUD policy requires the project site and adjacent areas to be free of hazardous materials, 
contamination, toxic chemicals and gases, and radioactive substances where a hazard could affect 
health and safety of occupants of the property or conflict with intended use of the property. 

 
2 Mitigation requirements include all clean-up actions required by applicable federal, state, tribal, or local law.  
Additionally, provide, as applicable, the long-term operations and maintenance plan, Remedial Action Work Plan, 
and other equivalent documents.    
3 Engineering controls are any physical mechanism used to contain or stabilize contamination or ensure the 
effectiveness of a remedial action. Engineering controls may include, without limitation, caps, covers, dikes, 
trenches, leachate collection systems, signs, fences, physical access controls, ground water monitoring systems 
and ground water containment systems including, without limitation, slurry walls and ground water pumping 
systems.  
4 Institutional controls are mechanisms used to limit human activities at or near a contaminated site, or to ensure 
the effectiveness of the remedial action over time, when contaminants remain at a site at levels above the 
applicable remediation standard which would allow for unrestricted use of the property.  Institutional controls may 
include structure, land, and natural resource use restrictions, well restriction areas, classification exception areas, 
deed notices, and declarations of environmental restrictions. 



A Field Inspection completed on May 20, 2022, identified no Recognized Environmental Conditions 
(RECs) for the project. 
(See Attachment C for photographs.) 
According to EPA NEPAssist, no known hazardous materials, contamination, toxic chemicals, gases, and 
radioactive substances are on the project site. NEPAssist also found no superfund or brownfield sites at 
the project site. 
According to NEPAssist web tool, even though the project area is not within any contamination or toxic 
substances site, there are 7 EPA-listed facilities recorded within 3000 feet of the project area: 

1. The closest RCRA is a Shell Station (Shell SS 1740 located at G Martinez 2 approximately 30
feet south to the south-western limit of the Plaza de Recreo. The location of this station
doesn’t seem to be accurate since there is no gas station at the referred location as marked
in the NEPAssist map. This is marked in Attachment 15 with a number 1.

2. RCRA - PRASA – Sabana Grande Filter Plant located at PR-364 Km.0.6 int. approximately 350
meters East to the project area

3. RCRA - Total Petroleum Puerto Rico Corp-Service Station 310290 located at Francisco M.
Quiñones Ave #32 approximately 253 meters South- East of the project area

4. RCRA - Total Petroleum Puerto Rico Corp-Service Station 104302 located at Quilinchini Ave
#26 approximately 500 meters South-West of the project area

5. TSCA Henkel Puerto Rico Inc located at Quilinchini Ave. #9 approximately 600 meters South-
West of the Project Area.

6. RCRA- Sabana Grande Wastewater Treatment Plant at State Rd 2, KM 215, approximately
875 meters South-West of the project area.

7. RCRA- ESSO Standard Oil 370 at Carr 121 65th Infanteria 7, approximately 321meters South-
West of the project area.

USEPA's Superfund, Envirofacts, and Enforcement and Compliance History Online (ECHO) reports 
were reviewed for more detailed information on statuses of these facilities. None of the RCRA sites 
have any releases reported or any EPA formal or informal action reported for the last three years in 
EPA’s ECHO reports. The Henkel TSCA facility shows three years of reporting violations under the 
Clean Water Act. Due to distance and the project type, the violations would not affect the intended 
use of the property. These sites do not have any releases reported or any EPA formal or informal 
action reported for the last five years in EPA’s Enforcement and Compliance History Online (ECHO). 
Prior to demolition, an investigation for asbestos containing material (ACM) and lead-based paint 
(LBP) would be conducted. If the presence of these materials is found, they will be removed and 
disposed of in accordance with the applicable laws and regulations. The project will not involve 
residents or increase in occupancy of any structure. There would be no increase in risk associated 
with the proposed project. 
Radon would not be a considered a hazard for the project because the project includes no enclosed, 
occupied structures. Therefore, this topic complies with the regulation. 
See Attachments B-9, and C.  
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NEPAssist Report

Plaza de Recreo PR-CRP-000742

Input Coordinates: 18.079705,-66.960071,18.079517,-66.959146,18.079039,-66.959262,18.079312,-
66.960197,18.079705,-66.960071
Project Area 0.00 sq mi

Within 3000 feet of an Ozone 1-hr (1979 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within 3000 feet of an Ozone 8-hr (1997 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within 3000 feet of an Ozone 8-hr (2008 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within 3000 feet of an Ozone 8-hr (2015 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within 3000 feet of a Lead (2008 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within 3000 feet of a SO2 1-hr (2010 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within 3000 feet of a PM2.5 24hr (2006 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within 3000 feet of a PM2.5 Annual (1997 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within 3000 feet of a PM2.5 Annual (2012 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within 3000 feet of a PM10 (1987 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within 3000 feet of a CO Annual (1971 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within 3000 feet of a NO2 Annual (1971 standard) Non-Attainment/Maintenance Area? no
Within 3000 feet of a Federal Land? no
Within 3000 feet of an impaired stream? no
Within 3000 feet of an impaired waterbody? yes
Within 3000 feet of a waterbody? yes
Within 3000 feet of a stream? yes
Within 3000 feet of an NWI wetland? Available Online
Within 3000 feet of a Brownfields site? no



Within 3000 feet of a Superfund site? no
Within 3000 feet of a Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) site? yes
Within 3000 feet of a water discharger (NPDES)? yes
Within 3000 feet of a hazardous waste (RCRA) facility? yes
Within 3000 feet of an air emission facility? yes
Within 3000 feet of a school? no
Within 3000 feet of an airport? no
Within 3000 feet of a hospital? no
Within 3000 feet of a designated sole source aquifer? no
Within 3000 feet of a historic property on the National Register of Historic Places? yes
Within 3000 feet of a Chemical Data Reporting (CDR) site? yes
Within 3000 feet of a Land Cession Boundary? no
Within 3000 feet of a tribal area (lower 48 states)? no
Within 3000 feet of the service area of a mitigation or conservation bank? no
Within 3000 feet of the service area of an In-Lieu-Fee Program? no
Within 3000 feet of a Public Property Boundary of the Formerly Used Defense Sites? no
Within 3000 feet of a Munitions Response Site? no
Within 3000 feet of an Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)? yes
Within 3000 feet of a Habitat Area of Particular Concern (HAPC)? no
Within 3000 feet of an EFH Area Protected from Fishing (EFHA)? no
Within 3000 feet of a Bureau of Land Management Area of Critical Environmental
Concern?

no

Within 3000 feet of an ESA-designated Critical Habitat Area per U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service?

no

Within 3000 feet of an ESA-designated Critical Habitat river, stream or water feature per
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service?

no

Created on: 11/1/2024 11:00:55 PM
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;]	<�>�MPMJNKYHE;]:;���_<�����=�>�QMM@@@@??RCDk=E_�Z]U�>�SV?V?lmZ�Z]U�>k�
�n��<�m9g>�oppqrsttaeucvdhaqwhbdutaeucvdxwyprtvyvwcexdtxwyczcp{|owe}zavN}~QMM@@@@??RCD
?@DRhSR�xaap

��������������������������������������������������� !!"#$%%&'()*+,&"-,.+(%&'()*+/-0!#%*0*-)'/+%/-0)1)!23 -'41&*�45�������6�86��9�:���;<�=�>�??@@?VVV@V@VE;���;<�����>�QMJGJ�GJ[JKJ�\MJKLF�YNOIFM�QOITUU;���>�QM�RWA����@�W�NKIZ��<>�GJ[JKJ�\MJKLFZ]̂ 	�<>�GJ[JKJ�\MJKLF_����>�QMÈT�9�:�]	>�Mabcde�@Vf=E�Z]U�>�@@WRSg����̂U�>�?Bh@SCR@?g]	:��̂U�>�iWWhCDW@RDE;]:;��j_<�����T
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"A�������O�	���������	
��C�� �̀Z�MJ_N���
����̂�	���������	
��C�� JTKOJ�MJ]_NL�������Y�	���������
���� [TZKJ�M̂̂ _N����
���[O�	���������
���� JTKJY�MJ]_NaA��� OTZJ[�M[[_NL�������L������� K�MK_NF��������G��C�� YTZKZ�M�KK_NL���� [�MK_NF�I�����VR��������������� K�MK_NL�������������� Z�MK_NG�A��V����������� JTĴ �̂MJO_N������A���Z�A�$���� ỲJ�M�̀DJJ_NZ�A��A�
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EFGHIJ�KLMLNJL�OPQLPRFST�UHJRFST�FV�KLWFSRLX�YZL[HINMJ�KLMLNJLX�HP�\F]PXJ�WLS�̂LNS�NR�_HRLà�bcdc�efgaebh�efdiejfbEFGHIJ�KLMLNJL�OPQLPRFST�EFRNM�KLMLNJLJ�NPX�ESNPJVLSJ�HP�\F]PXJ�kT�YZL[HINM�NPX�̂LNSà�bcdc�efgaebh�efdiejfbEKO�lNIHMHRT�Om L̂NS EFRNM�nHS�o[HJJHFPJ _]SVNIL�pNRLS�mHJIZNSqLJ rVVs_HRL�ESNPJVLSJ�RF�\rEpJ�t\]kMHIMT�ruPLX�ESLNR[LPR�pFSvJw xPXLSqSF]PX�OPyLIRHFPJ KLMLNJLJ�RF�zNPX EFRNM�rPs_HRL�KLMLNJLJ EFRNM�rVVs_HRL�ESNPJVLSJYZL[HINM�{N[Lo|_ISLLP�o|�OPXLGLJ}~f��f�fj��eaj�fjdc���ihd�gf�������jbf�fh�a�����geffj������h�hgeffj�j��daa���ae����gajgfejh������ihfh�d�fhf��jbf�fh�da��bfjd�����fa�ec���g�cefch�d�cd��c��~ceecjd��ied�fe�gajh�bfecd�aj�ae�cjc��h�h��ae��adfjd�c����gajgfejh��}�f��jbf���c�ifh��f�a~�cef��ae�d�f��fjhih���ag���eai��ae������f��c���i������ae��dcdf���j�~��g��d�f��cg���d���h��agcdfb��̀adf�d�cd�ihf�a��d�fhf��jbf�fh�bafh�jad�bfh��jcdf�cj�cefc�ch�cj�����ga��ij�d���ae�����cg���d�������geffj��ea��bfh�hgeffj�j���f�f���jb�gcdaeh��jad�c�bfdfe��jcd�aj�a��d�f�f��hdfjgf�ae�c�hfjgf�a�����gajgfejh���ae��aef��j�ae�cd�aj��hff�d�f����geffj��a�f��c�f���a~�����jbf�fh�gc�gi�cdfb��chfb�aj� �fjhih���ag���eai������  �f~����geffj�¡f�aed����¢ef��ajc�¢hdcdf��fegfjd��fh�������f�c�fec�f�
mL[FqSNWZHI�\SFVHML�FV�_]SSF]PXHPq�nSLN�t£�[HMLw}��h�hfgd�aj��ea��bfh�bf�a�ec���g��j�ae�cd�aj�ef�ceb�j��d�f�ga��ij�d��hieeaijb�j��d�f��cg���d�����¤¥�ga����cjgf�bcdc�c�ajf�cef�jad�hi���g�fjd�da�bfdfe��jf�~�fd�fe���a�cd�ajh�cd�c��ced�gi�ce��cg���d���cb�jf�cd��f���cgdh�aj��i���g��fc�d��ae�d�f�fj��eaj�fjd���dcd�hd�gh�cef��chfb�i�aj�d�f�¦§�§�������fjhih�cjb�¦§�̈���¦§�©���fe�gcj��a��ij�d���ie�f��������̈��fce��i��ce��cjb�cef�cggiecdf�da�d�f�f�dfjd�d�cd�d�f��cg���d��cd�dibf�cjb��aj��dibf���hdfb��f�a~�cef�gaeefgd�����ªh�h�cd�c���eagfhh�j���fd�aba�a���gajh�bfeh�d�f�a�fe�c���fd~ffj�d�f�hf�fgdfb�ecb���cjb�d�f�gfjhih���ag�h���ae�������fjhih�bf�a�ec���gh��cjb�gfjhih���ag���eai�h��ae�����bf�a�ec���gh���j�bfdfe��j�j��d�f�bf�a�ec���gh�hieeaijb�j��d�f��cg���d����ae��aef�bfdc���c�aid�d��h��fd�aba�a����hff�d�f�«�¡�«cdc�«�gd�ajce��

YF[[]PHRT
�ced�gi�cdf�¬cddfe�¦�̈ ��¥­ajf ��«�fhf���ced�gi�cdf�¬cddfe ®��̄��e�}a��gh��cjgfe�¡�h� °°�¦��e�}a��gh�¡fh��ecdae��¤c­ceb��jbf� °±��}ec���g��ea����d� ©²³fcb��c�jd �̄�¦¡�h��¬cjc�f�fjd���cj��¡¬����cg���d���ea����d� ©��̄¤c­cebaih�́chdf��ea����d� ¦̄�²�i�fe�ijb��ea����d� °̄�¦�jbfe�eaijb��daec�f�}cj�h����}� ²̄�±´chdf~cdfe�«�hg�ce�f ©§�°
YLPJ]J�µMFIv�¶SF]W�o|�OPXLGLJ�tWLSILPRHMLw °{][kLS�FV�o|�OPXLGLJ�nkFQL�·̧RZ�\LSILPRHML

}adc���fehajh �̄®©°�a�i�cd�aj�«fjh�d� ¦�°̄²¢h¹����¤aih�j���j�dh��j��efc ²�̄°®¶LPLSNM�_RNRHJRHIJ�txº_º�YLPJ]Jw}adc���fehajh �̄�®©�fegfjd��fa��f�a���a�ae �§§»¤aihf�a�bh��j��efc ¦�®²¦¤aihf�a�bh�aj��i���g��hh�hdcjgf �§§�fehajh�́�d��³a~��jga�f ®�§̄°�fegfjd�́�d��³a~��jga�f °̈»
¶LPLSNM�_RNRHJRHIJ�tnY_�tn[LSHINP�YF[[]PHRT�_]SQLTww
¡cb�ih�a���f�fgdfb��efc ������fjdfe�³cd�dibf �̄�§°±̈�fjdfe�³aj��dibf �®®�©®¦±³cjb��efc �§§»´cdfe��efc §»¶LFqSNWZT
³fhh�d�cj�¼�̈�§§§ ���̈§��±²�®©»�¼�̈�§§§���¼¦̈�§§§ ±¦±���®���»�¼¦̈�§§§���¼̈§�§§§ °̈̈��¦��̄̈ »�¼̈§�§§§���¼°̈�§§§ ²�²�����̄©»��efcdfe�d�cj�¼°̈�§§§ �°§��®�±®»�OPIF[L�µSLNvXFuP�tnY_�tn[LSHINP�YF[[]PHRT�_]SQLTww�s�UF]JLZFMXJ�t½w

����befj�̈��fceh�cjb��aij�fe °̈±��°»�¬�jaeh��°��fceh�cjb��aij�fe ¦��©§��¦̈»��bi�dh��̄��fceh�cjb�a�bfe ®�̈§°��°̈»��fj�aeh�®̈��fceh�cjb�a�bfe ��®¦±���©»�nqL�µSLNvXFuP�txº_º�YLPJ]Jw�s�\LSJFPJ�t½w
´��df °�®̈©��̄̄ »���e�gcj���fe�gcj ±±©��̈»�¤�h�cj�g�¥e���j �̄®̈°���§§»��h�cj¢�cg���g��h�cjbfe �̄�§»���fe�gcj��jb�cj ±̈���»�¥d�fe¢¬i�d�ecg�c� ²̈®��®»�
KNIL�µSLNvXFuP�txº_º�YLPJ]Jw�s�\LSJFPJ�t½w
³fhh�d�cj�©d���ecbf °®°���²�±©»�©d��d�eai����¦d���ecbf ±±§��°�°±»�¤�����g�aa��«���a�c ��©�°��²²�°²»��a�f��a��f�f¢¦��fce ®²±������̈»�����¢�������cg�f�ae�a���g�fjgf¢�cg�f�ae�a���edh��ae�¬aef ��±�±��¦±�̄̄ »�oX]INRHFP�zLQLM�t\LSJFPJ�¾¿�À�FMXLSw�tnY_�tn[LSHINP�YF[[]PHRT�_]SQLTww�s�\LSJFPJ�t½w



���������	�
��������
������������������������������������������������������ !�"��#��������������#����$$!%&'()�*'+,-.-/0�(12-3/40�)145-,16�789::;;;;<=:=>?@AB�(12-CD9;EF+/-/GH19:?I;>EJ:>FCD2-/GH19K==IL=JE<FC,+/-CD+.�8+/+�)CG4,19MNO7DHG3/4-139PQRSRQRTU7DH-+D�VCGD/409W�XY��
�Z�X���X��[�Z
���X
���\ZZ���)/+/G/1 VBBVC] .̂-+D,1�_CD-/C4-D2�B,/-5-/-13�*̀�01+436 KK8+/1�Ca�F+3/�VC] .̂-+D,1�_CD-/C4-D2�B,/-5-/0 KKVC] .̂-+D,1�)/+/G3 KKb/43�-D�cCD,C] .̂-+D,1�*Ca�de6 KKb/43�f-/g�)-2D-a-,+D/�h-C.+/-CD KK7DaC4]+.�@DaC4,1]1D/�B,/-CD3�*̀�01+436 KK'C4]+.�@DaC4,1]1D/�B,/-CD3�*̀�01+436 KKA1D+./-13�a4C]�'C4]+.�@DaC4,1]1D/�B,/-CD3�*̀�01+436 KK@AB�V+313�*̀�01+436 KKA1D+./-13�a4C]�@AB�V+313�*̀�01+436 KK)/+/G/1 (V(BVC] .̂-+D,1�_CD-/C4-D2�B,/-5-/-13�*̀�01+436 KK8+/1�Ca�F+3/�VC] .̂-+D,1�_CD-/C4-D2�B,/-5-/0 KKVC] .̂-+D,1�)/+/G3 Wi�jRiSkQRil�mnTlQRoRTnb/43�-D�cCD,C] .̂-+D,1�*Ca�de6 ;b/43�f-/g�)-2D-a-,+D/�h-C.+/-CD ;7DaC4]+.�@DaC4,1]1D/�B,/-CD3�*̀�01+436 KK'C4]+.�@DaC4,1]1D/�B,/-CD3�*̀�01+436 KKA1D+./-13�a4C]�'C4]+.�@DaC4,1]1D/�B,/-CD3�*̀�01+436 KK@AB�V+313�*̀�01+436 KKA1D+./-13�a4C]�@AB�V+313�*̀�01+436 KK��p\�������"XY��Z����XV.1+D�B-4�B,/�*VBB69Wi�mloiqrkQRilV.1+D�s+/14�B,/�*VsB69Wi�mloiqrkQRil t�u�����p\���������
���vB-4�@]-33-CD3�7D51D/C40�*@7)69Wi�mloiqrkQRilw411DgCG31�w+3�@]-33-CD3�*1ww(x69Wi�mloiqrkQRil

ykzRSRQ{�|}rrkq{
~~���������~���� ����������������������������������������

������������ ��� ¡�¢���������£¤�������£������¥¤��¦~~§§§§��~�̈© ~��



���������	�
�����
��
��
�������������
���	������������������ !"#$%%%&'()**+,�-��.��
/�
0�1�
�����
��,.1���23���43�5���3� 6�7�����8�������6�9��23���43�5���3�	�:;8��
����
��<:�����
��.�
����;��
�
0�9

��-�����	<.�9��23���43�5���3�=3�>3�?�43���5���@A35BC������$����CDE�3F��$����"�3GC�5D�H���BDI@@�B�JK3�@��D3L���D@���3MN���@O�3F�MN���MB�3GC�5DPQRSTUTVWXYWZV[\�]̂ R_RSV[_TZVTSZ#̀a ((%%%%b&(&*c 2 (cJ%*d)(* M&&J'&)db�A�a d&b&'() 2 (cJ%*be%( M&&J'&)&db#f" Agg (%%%%%(db)*) 2 (cJ%*d)(* M&&J'&)db#A#g��43 #A#g "#$%%%&'()** ����� ���������!�+ 2 (cJ%*''c* M&&J'*c&ebQRSTUTVW�hii_[ZZ#̀a ((%%%%b&(&*c agjg2g�=#g2$?�kga>?kg>?#�>#?g>f?2>�"lg2> "#Md�Ef�(cdJ&��2> �agjg2g�=#g2$? �"#�%%&e* a�G����=���N��fL����B�3�A�a d&b&'() "#gag�agjg2g�=#g2$?�kk>" a>g>?�#$�md�Ef�(cdJ& �ag2jg2g�=#g2$? �"#�%%*dd a�G����=���N��fL����B�3#f" Agg (%%%%%(db)*)#A#g��43 #A#g "#$%%%&'()** agjg2g�=#g2$?�a>" a>g>?�#$�d�Ef�d(bJ% �agjg2g�=#g2$? �"#�%%*)* a�G����=���N��fL����B�3QRSTUTVW�Yn]�oYVRpiR_i�npiqZV_TRU]URZZTrSRVTspt�]si[Z23�N�������3�ND����L���N QRSTUTVW�uhn]Y�ous_V̂�h\[_TSRp�npiqZV_W]URZZTrSRVTsp�YWZV[\t�]si[Z#A#g��43 "#$%%%&'()** dd(ed a�F�K��>����5����̀���C����DQRSTUTVW�v_Tw[�npxs_\RVTsp23�N�������3�ND����L���N

�̀��C��y@ayD��5�A���������D���D

]s\zUTRpS[�{spTVs_Tp|�}TZVs_W l�D��b�~���D23�N�������3�ND����L���N���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������H���BDI@@FFFJ�B�JK3�@�35BC�����@�35BC�����M53���3���KMB�3K��5DP��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������H���BDI@@FFFJ�B�JK3�@��43���5���@��43���5���MN���M��NM��DLC�DP��]s\zUTRpS[�Yq\\R_W��RVR#A#g "#$%%%&'()** 23 ((@%d@d%d) % ((@%(@d%d)v̂ _[[� [R_�]s\zUTRpS[�}TZVs_W�wW�¡qR_V[_,
�
�
�¢��0��:£¢�88�
�

£¤��8�
��
6�;� ¥6��¦ ¥6��§ ¥6��̈ ¥6��© ¥6��ª ¥6��« ¥6��¬ ¥6��­ ¥6��® ¥6��¦̄ ¥6��¦¦�	����,������9.��¢�.̄¯̄«®¦©¬¬� ¦̄£̄¦°̄ £̈̈¦£§§ ©̄£̄¦°̄«£̈ £̄§§ ¬̄£̄¦°̄®£̈ £̄§§ ¦̄£̄¦°¦§£̈¦£§§ ¦̄£̄¦°̄ £̈̈¦£§̈ ©̄£̄¦°̄«£̈ £̄§̈ ¬̄£̄¦°̄®£̈ £̄§̈ ¦̄£̄¦°¦§£̈¦£§̈ ¦̄£̄¦°̄ £̈̈¦£§© ©̄£̄¦°̄«£̈ £̄§© ¬̄£̄¦°̄®£̈ £̄§©±���8�
�°²���8�,
�
�� 23�³�3C���3��N����4��N 23�³�3C���3��N����4��N 23�³�3C���3��N����4��N 23�³�3C���3��N����4��N 23�³�3C���3��N����4��N 23�³�3C���3��N����4��N 23�³�3C���3��N����4��N 23�³�3C���3��N����4��N 23�³�3C���3��N����4��N 23�³�3C���3��N����4��N 23�³�3C���3��N����4��N¤��8�
��
 �0�
��npxs_\RU�́pxs_S[\[pV�hSVTspZ l�D��b�~���D23�N�������3�ND����L���N

?�43���5������N�A35BC�����

,��
�: ,
�
�
� 9��

�-��� µ
������ ,
�
�� ����� ¢��:�
�<7;���
��
�.�
� 9
���
�	��

�� ²�
�
��� ²�
0�
���
,��
�: ,
�
�
� 9��

�-��� ±���8�
��¶�:� ±���8�
��������� ±���8�
��	��

�
,��
�: 9��

�-��� ,9	�	��� ,9	�.�����;
��
 ,��
�: 9��

�-��� ¶�9	,�	��� ¶�9	,�.�����;
��
�������
��
�¶�:� 6��·��¶�:� <¢��6��·�8�9. .��
�
���
��6��·���:�8���
,
�
�
� ,������9. ,��
�: ��
���
��6�;� 	�:;8��
���̧�
�
���
0�6�;� ²�����0�
�� .�
� ±�
��
0���-��;;8���·8��

,
�
�
� ,������9. 	����

�,¶	��,�0
�-���

�¶�
��:;8��
���£¹¢¤��¹�0º�¢�����
��¤��8�
��
� 	����

����»- ¥
���¼�
º�¶	��¶�
��:;8��
������-�¦§� .�
��²��
���-���º��

,
�
�
� ,��
�: ,������9. 6�;���-���
��
 ²�����0�
�� .�
�

½½¾¿¾À¿Á�ÂÃ½Ä�ÅÆ ÇÈÉÊËÌÈÍ�ÎÊÏËÌËÉÐ�ÑÈÒÓÔÉ�Õ�Ö×ØÙ�Õ�ÚÛ�ÖÅÜ

ÝÉÉÒÞÃ¾¾ÈÏÝÓßÈÒÊßàÓá¾ÍÈÉÊËÌÈÍâãÊÏËÌËÉÐâÔÈÒÓÔÉäãËÍå½½ææææÂÄ½Äçè À¾Â



�������������	
����	���������
�����	���������	
�������������	�����������������
����������	���������������������������������
�������������� !�!�"�# "$��% &'()�*�+,'-( ./�0')'�-,1/-0(�-,)2-3,04356-/37,3)'8�9/306)6/3(:�"!�%;!<% ./�0')'�-,1/-0(�-,)2-3,0#%%!%%!<�:�"!�%������=�"!%"�>"�"!�>?@�$%%$���A#BB#CD>E./�0')'�-,1/-0(�-,)2-3,0#$��F?��$"G�D���""�$��!�"�#�!�% ./�0')'�-,1/-0(�-,)2-3,0H/882)'3)(B�I$ %�J!�!�%!�C�K!�"��G�L$%"��G����J!M��"!<�N;!�$ ��%�J!�!�%!<����B���%�!��!<�$�O�?�<%�M!��P!����"�>$"! ./�0')'�-,1/-0(�-,)2-3,0B�I$ %�J!�!�%!�C�K!�"��G�B�"���J!�!�%!%���<�B���%�!�%�$��O�?�<%�@G�N;!�$ �����<�P!��./�0')'�-,1/-0(�-,)2-3,0��K$����!�"���Q?%"$ !RS6(�(,1)6/3�(S/T(�630,U,(�V-/7�4WX1-,,3Y�4HZ[(�(1-,,363\�)//8�V/-�,356-/37,3)'8�]2()61,�̂4W_�1/31,-3(̀�4HZ�2(,(�)S,(,�630,U,(�)/�60,3)6Va�\,/\-'bS61�'-,'(�)S')�7'aT'--'3)�V2-)S,-�1/3(60,-')6/3�/-�'3'8a(6(�V/-�b/),3)6'8�4W�1/31,-3(̀�c(,�/V�)S,(,�630,U,(�0/,(�3/)�0,(6\3'),�'3�'-,'�'(�'3�d4W�1/77236)ad�/-�d4W�V'1686)àd�4WX1-,,3b-/560,(�(1-,,363\�8,5,8�63061')/-(Y�3/)�'�0,),-763')6/3�/V�)S,�,U6(),31,�/-�'e(,31,�/V�4W�1/31,-3(̀�f/-�7/-,�63V/-7')6/3Y�(,,�)S,�4WX1-,,3�S/7,�b'\,̀
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OMB No. 2506‐0177 
(exp.2/28/2025) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
WASHINGTON, DC  20410‐1000 

  

Endangered Species Act (CEST and EA) – PARTNER  
https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental‐review/endangered‐species 

1. Does the project involve any activities that have the potential to affect species or habitats?

☒No, the project will have No Effect due to the nature of the activities involved in the project.
 If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this section.

Continue  to  the  Worksheet  Summary  below.  Provide  any  documents  used  to  make  your

determination.

☐No, the project will have No Effect based on a letter of understanding, memorandum of agreement,
programmatic agreement, or checklist provided by local HUD office.

Explain your determination:  
Click here to enter text. 

 If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this section.

Continue  to  the  Worksheet  Summary  below.  Provide  any  documents  used  to  make  your

determination.

☐Yes, the activities  involved  in the project have the potential to affect species and/or habitats. 
Continue to Question 2.

2. Are federally listed species or designated critical habitats present in the action area?
Obtain a list of protected species from the Services. This information is available on the FWS Website.

☐No, the project will have No Effect due to the absence of federally  listed species and designated
critical habitat.
 If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this section.

Continue  to  the  Worksheet  Summary  below.  Provide  any  documents  used  to  make  your

determination. Documentation may  include  letters  from  the  Services,  species  lists  from  the

Services’ websites, surveys or other documents and analysis showing that there are no species

in the action area.

☐Yes, there are federally listed species or designated critical habitats present in the action area.  
Continue to Question 3. 
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3. Recommend one of the following effects that the project will have on federally  listed species or
designated critical habitat:

☐No Effect: Based on the specifics of both the project and any federally listed species in the action
area, you have determined  that  the project will have absolutely no effect on  listed  species or
critical habitat.
 If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this section.

Continue  to  the  Worksheet  Summary  below.  Provide  any  documents  used  to  make  your

determination. Documentation should include a species list and explanation of your conclusion,

and may require maps, photographs, and surveys as appropriate.

☐May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect:  Any effects that the project may have on federally listed
species or critical habitats would be beneficial, discountable, or insignificant.
 Partner  entities  should  not  contact  the  Services  directly.  If  the  RE/HUD  agrees  with  this

recommendation, they will have to complete Informal Consultation. Provide the RE/HUD with
a  biological  evaluation  or  equivalent  document.  They may  request  additional  information,
including surveys and professional analysis, to complete their consultation.

☐Likely to Adversely Affect: The project may have negative effects on one or more listed species or
critical habitat.
 Partner  entities  should  not  contact  the  Services  directly.  If  the  RE/HUD  agrees  with  this

recommendation, they will have to complete Formal Consultation. Provide the RE/HUD with a
biological  evaluation  or  equivalent  document.  They  may  request  additional  information,
including surveys and professional analysis, to complete their consultation.

Worksheet Summary  
Provide a full description of your determination and a synopsis of the information that it was based on, 
such as: 

 Map panel numbers and dates
 Names of all consulted parties and relevant consultation dates
 Names of plans or reports and relevant page numbers

 Any additional requirements specific to your program or region

Include all documentation supporting your findings in your submission to HUD

Per the Official Species List from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and 
Consultation (IPaC) website, the Rican Boa can be found in the area but there are no critical habitats at 
this location. The Project will have no potential to affect species or habitats due to the nature of the 
activities involved in the project. Based on the nature of the project, scope of work, information 
available, and a careful analysis of the Project Site, and IPaC species list, it was determined that there 
would be No Effect for any of the listed species.   

The proposed activities are covered by the USFWS Blanket Clearance Letter for Federally sponsored 
projects, Housing and Urban Development of January 14 of 2013, Items 5 and 8. A USFWS self-
certification was prepared and signed on March 6, 2024, to indicate that the project would not likely 
adversely affect federally listed species. USFWS issued its concurrence in a document dated March 10, 
2024.    



If a Puerto Rican Boa is encountered, work will cease until it moves off the site or, failing that, the 
Puerto Rico Department of Natural and Environmental Resources (PRDNER) Rangers will be notified for 
safe capture and relocation of the animal, in accordance with the USFW Puerto Rican Boa Conservation 
Measures guidelines. 

See Attachment C

  



OMB No. 2506-0177 
(exp.9/30/2021) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
WASHINGTON, DC  20410-1000 

Explosive and Flammable Hazards (CEST and EA) – PARTNER 

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/explosive-and-flammable-facilities 

1. Does the proposed HUD-assisted project include a hazardous facility (a facility that mainly stores,
handles or processes flammable or combustible chemicals such as bulk fuel storage facilities and
refineries)?

☒ No
→ Continue to Question 2.

☐ Yes
Explain:
Click here to enter text.
→ Continue to Question 5.

2. Does this project include any of the following activities:  development, construction, rehabilitation
that will increase residential densities, or conversion?

☒ No  → If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this
section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below.

☐ Yes  → Continue to Question 3.

3. Within 1 mile of the project site, are there any current or planned stationary aboveground storage
containers:

• Of more than 100-gallon capacity, containing common liquid industrial fuels OR

• Of any capacity, containing hazardous liquids or gases that are not common liquid industrial
fuels?

☐ No  → If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with
this section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide all documents used to
make your determination.

☐ Yes   → Continue to Question 4.

4. Is the Separation Distance from the project acceptable based on standards in the Regulation?
Please visit HUD’s website for information on calculating Acceptable Separation Distance.

☐ Yes
→ If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this

section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below.
Provide map(s) showing the location of the project site relative to any tanks and your
separation distance calculations.  If the map identifies more than one tank, please identify
the tank you have chosen as the “assessed tank.”
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☐ No
→ Continue to Question 6.
Provide map(s) showing the location of the project site relative to any tanks and your
separation distance calculations.  If the map identifies more than one tank, please identify
the tank you have chosen as the “assessed tank.”

5. Is the hazardous facility located at an acceptable separation distance from residences and any
other facility or area where people may congregate or be present?
Please visit HUD’s website for information on calculating Acceptable Separation Distance.

☐ Yes
→ If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this
section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below.
Provide map(s) showing the location of the project site relative to residences and any other
facility or area where people congregate or are present and your separation distance
calculations.

☐ No
→ Continue to Question 6.
Provide map(s) showing the location of the project site relative to residences and any other
facility or area where people congregate or are present and your separation distance
calculations.

6. For the project to be brought into compliance with this section, all adverse impacts must be
mitigated. Explain in detail the exact measures that must be implemented to make the
Separation Distance acceptable, including the timeline for implementation. If negative effects
cannot be mitigated, cancel the project at this location.
Note that only licensed professional engineers should design and implement blast barriers. If a
barrier will be used or the project will be modified to compensate for an unacceptable separation
distance, provide approval from a licensed professional engineer.
Click here to enter text.

Worksheet Summary  
Provide a full description of your determination and a synopsis of the information that it was based on, 
such as: 

• Map panel numbers and dates

• Names of all consulted parties and relevant consultation dates

• Names of plans or reports and relevant page numbers

• Any additional requirements specific to your program or region

Include all documentation supporting your findings in your submission to HUD.  

This is a demolition, mechanical method, and rehabilitation project on the same footprint and 

will remain a Plaza, as at present. There are and will be no aboveground storage tanks (ASTs) on 

the property; therefore, no exposure to any hazardous substances is foreseen. Therefore, this 

topic complies with the regulation 

https://www.onecpd.info/environmental-review/explosive-and-flammable-facilities


OMB No. 2506-0177 
(exp.2/28/2025) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
WASHINGTON, DC  20410-1000 

Farmlands Protection (CEST and EA) - PARTNER 
https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/farmlands-protection 

1. Does your project include any activities, including new construction, acquisition of undeveloped
land or conversion, that could convert agricultural land to a non-agricultural use?
☐ Yes   Continue to Question 2.
☐ No
 If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this section.
Continue to the Worksheet Summary below.

2. Does your project meet one of the following exemptions?
 Project on land already in or committed to urban development or used for water storage (7

CFR 658.2(a)).  To check whether the project location is located in an urbanized area, use the
following US Census Bureau application:  TIGERweb

 Construction limited to on-farm structures needed for farm operations
 Construction is limited to new minor secondary (accessory) structures such as a garage or

storage shed

 ☐ Yes  Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Continue
to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide any documents used to make your 
determination 

 ☒ No  Continue to Question 3.

3. Does “important farmland,” including prime farmland, unique farmland, or farmland of statewide
or local importance regulated under the Farmland Protection Policy Act, occur on the project site?
You may use the links below to determine important farmland occurs on the project site:
 Utilize USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service’s (NRCS) Web Soil Survey

http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/HomePage.htm
 Check with your city or county’s planning department and ask them to document if the project

is on land regulated by the FPPA (zoning important farmland as non-agricultural does not
exempt it from FPPA requirements)

 Contact NRCS at the local USDA service center
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=nrcs or your NRCS state soil scientist
http://soils.usda.gov/contact/state_offices/ for assistance

☒ No   If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this
section.  Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide any documents used to 
make your determination. 
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☐ Yes   Continue to Question 4.

4. Consider alternatives to completing the project on important farmland and means of avoiding
impacts to important farmland.
 Complete form AD-1006, “Farmland Conversion Impact Rating” and contact the state soil

scientist before sending it to the local NRCS District Conservationist.
 Work with NRCS to minimize the impact of the project on the protected farmland.  When you

have finished with your analysis, return a copy of form AD-1006 to the USDA-NRCS State Soil
Scientist or his/her designee informing them of your determination.

Work with the RE/HUD to determine how the project will proceed. Document the conclusion: 
☐Project will proceed with mitigation.

Explain in detail the proposed measures that must be implemented to mitigate for the impact
or effect, including the timeline for implementation. 
Click here to enter text. 
 If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this section.
Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide form AD-1006 and all other documents used
to make your determination.

☐Project will proceed without mitigation.
Explain why mitigation will not be made here:
Click here to enter text. 
 If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this section.
Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide form AD-1006 and all other documents used
to make your determination.

Worksheet Summary  
Provide a full description of your determination and a synopsis of the information that it was based on, 
such as: 

• Map panel numbers and dates
• Names of all consulted parties and relevant consultation dates
• Names of plans or reports and relevant page numbers
• Any additional requirements specific to your program or region

Include all documentation supporting your findings in your submission to HUD.  
The site project is in a previously impacted area. It is not a prime farmland nor will the project result in 
the conversion of prime, unique, or state farmland therefore no protection is needed.  
Based on the Natural Resources Conservation Service Web Soil Survey Farmland Classification Mapping, 
the project site is not situated on farmland soils. It is located on soils classified as urban land.  
See Attachment B-10.     

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb1045394.pdf


OMB No. 2506-0177 
(exp.2/28/2025) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
WASHINGTON, DC  20410-1000 

Floodplain Management (CEST and EA) 
General Requirements Legislation Regulation 
Executive Order 11988, 
Floodplain Management, 
requires Federal activities to 
avoid impacts to floodplains and 
to avoid direct and indirect 
support of floodplain 
development to the extent 
practicable. 

Executive Order 11988 
Executive Order 13690 
42 USC 4001-4128 
42 USC 5154a 

24 CFR 55 

Reference 
https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/floodplain-management 

1. Does this project meet an exemption at 24 CFR 55.12  from compliance with HUD’s floodplain
management regulations in Part 55 or utilize the delayed compliance date for certain Office of
Housing programs?
☐ Yes
Select the applicable citation at 24 CFR 55.12 and provide supporting documentation for the
determination if applicable.

a) ☐ HUD-assisted activities described in 24 CFR 58.34 and 58.35(b) 
b) ☐ HUD-assisted activities described in 24 CFR 50.19, except as otherwise indicated in §

50.19
c) ☐ The approval of financial assistance for restoring and preserving the natural and

beneficial functions and values of floodplains and wetlands, including through acquisition of
such floodplain and wetland property, where a permanent covenant or comparable
restriction is place on the property’s continued use for flood control, wetland projection,
open space, or park land, but only if:

(1) The property is cleared of all existing buildings and walled structures; and
(2) The property is cleared of related improvements except those which:

(i) Are directly related to flood control, wetland protection, open space, or
park land (including playgrounds and recreation areas);

(ii) Do not modify existing wetland areas or involve fill, paving, or other
ground disturbance beyond minimal trails or paths; and

(iii) Are designed to be compatible with the beneficial floodplain or wetland
function of the property.

d) ☐ An action involving a repossession, receivership, foreclosure, or similar acquisition of
property to protect or enforce HUD's financial interests under previously approved loans, 
grants, mortgage insurance, or other HUD assistance 

e) ☐ Policy-level actions described at 24 CFR 50.16 that do not involve site-based decisions
f) ☐ A minor amendment to a previously approved action with no additional adverse impact

on or from a floodplain or wetland; 
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g) ☐ HUD's or the responsible entity's approval of a project site, an incidental portion of which 
is situated in the FFRMS floodplain (not including the floodway, LiMWA, or coastal high 
hazard area) but only if:  

(1) The proposed project site does not include any existing or proposed buildings or 
improvements that modify or occupy the FFRMS floodplain except de minimis 
improvements such as recreation areas and trails; and  
(2) the proposed project will not result in any new construction in or modifications 
of a wetland 

h) ☐ Issuance or use of Housing Vouchers or other forms of rental subsidy where HUD, the 
awarding community, or the public housing agency that administers the contract awards 
rental subsidies that are not project-based (i.e., do not involve site-specific subsidies) 

i) ☐ Special projects directed to the removal of material and architectural barriers that 
restrict the mobility of and accessibility to elderly and persons with disabilities.

Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Continue to the Worksheet 
Summary below. 
 

☐ Yes. Office of Housing programs utilizing the January 1, 2025 compliance date. These reviews 
must comply with the 2013 version of the Part 55 regulations. Continue to Worksheet Summary 
for 2013 version to upload supporting documentation.   
 
☒ No. Continue to Question 2.  

 
2. Does the project include a Critical Action?  

 
☐ Yes. Describe the Critical Action. Examples of Critical Actions include projects involving 
hospitals, fire and police stations, nursing homes, hazardous chemical storage, storage of valuable 
records, and utility plants. Continue to Question 4. 

 
☒ No. Continue to Question 3.   

 
3. Determine the extent of the FFRMS floodplain and provide mapping documentation in support 

of that determination. 
The extent of the FFRMS floodplain can be determined using a Climate Informed Science 
Approach (CISA), 0.2 percent flood approach (0.2 PFA), or freeboard value approach (FVA). For 
projects in areas without available CISA data or without FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs), 
Flood Insurance Studies (FISs) or Advisory Base Flood Elevations (ABFEs), use the best available 
information to determine flood elevation. Include documentation and an explanation of why this 

 

 



  

is the best available information for the site. Note that newly constructed and substantially 
improved structures must be elevated to the FFRMS floodplain regardless of the approach chosen 
to determine the floodplain.  
 
Select one of the following three options: 
 
☐ CISA for non-critical actions. If using a local tool, data, or resources, ensure that the FFRMS 
elevation is higher than would have been determined using the 0.2 PFA or the FVA.  
 
☒ 0.2-PFA. Where FEMA has defined the 0.2-percent-annual-chance floodplain, the FFRMS 
floodplain is the area that FEMA has designated as within the 0.2-percent-annual-chance 
floodplain.  
 
☐ FVA. If neither CISA nor 0.2-PFA is available, for non-critical actions, the FFRMS floodplain is the 
area that results from adding two feet to the base flood elevation as established by the effective 
FIRM or FIS or—if available —a FEMA-provided preliminary or pending FIRM or FIS or advisory 
base flood elevations, whether regulatory or informational in nature. However, an interim or 
preliminary FEMA map cannot be used if it is lower than the current FIRM or FIS. 
 

a. Does your project occur in the FFRMS floodplain? 
☐Yes, continue to part b.  
☒ No. Review for floodplain management is complete. 
 

b. Is your project located in any of the floodplain categories below? Select all that apply. If none 
apply, continue to question 7.  

  
☐ Floodway: Continue to Question 5. Floodways.    

 
☐ Coastal High Hazard Area (V Zone) or Limit of Moderate Wave Action (LiMWA):  Continue 

to Question 6. Coastal High Hazard Areas and LiMWAs.     
 

4. Determine the extent of the FFRMS floodplain and provide mapping documentation in support 
of that determination. 
The extent of the FFRMS floodplain can be determined using a Climate Informed Science 
Approach (CISA), or the higher of the 0.2 percent flood approach (0.2 PFA), or freeboard value 
approach (FVA). For projects in areas without available CISA data or without FEMA Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs), Flood Insurance Studies (FISs) or Advisory Base Flood Elevations 
(ABFEs), use the best available information to determine flood elevation. Note that newly 
constructed and substantially improved structures must be elevated to the FFRMS floodplain 
regardless of the approach chosen to determine the floodplain.  

 
Utilize CISA to determine the FFRMS floodplain for critical actions 
 
☐ CISA for Critical Actions. If using a local tool, ensure that the FFRMS elevation provided is higher 
than the 0.2 PFA or 3’ above the base flood elevation. 
 
OR; 



  

 
Choose the higher of 0.2 PFA or FVA elevations  
 
☐ 0.2-PFA. Where FEMA has defined the 0.2-percent-annual-chance floodplain, the FFRMS 
floodplain is the area that FEMA has designated as within the 0.2-percent-annual-chance 
floodplain.  
 
☐ FVA. For critical actions, the FFRMS floodplain is the area that results from adding three feet to 
the base flood elevation as established by the effective FEMA FIRM or FIS or—if available —a 
FEMA-provided preliminary or pending FIRM or FIS or advisory base flood elevations, whether 
regulatory or informational in nature. However, an interim or preliminary FEMA map cannot be 
used if it is lower than the current FIRM or FIS. 
 

a. Does your project occur in the FFRMS floodplain? 
☐Yes, continue to part b.  
 
☐No. Review for floodplain management is complete. 
 

b. Is your project located in any of the floodplain categories below? Select all that apply. If none 
apply, continue to question 7. 

  
☐ Floodway: Continue to Question 5. Floodways.    

 
☐ Coastal High Hazard Area (V Zone) or LiMWA:  Continue to Question 6. Coastal High Hazard 

Areas and LiMWAs.     
 

5. Floodways 
Do the floodway exemptions at 55.8 or 55.21 apply? 
☐ Yes 

The 8-Step Process is required. Document mitigation measures necessary to meet the 
requirements in 55.8 or 55.21. Provide a completed 8-Step Process, including the early public 
notice and the final notice.  
Continue to Question 7. 8-Step Process. 

 
☐ No  

Federal assistance may not be used at this location. You must either choose an alternate site 
or cancel the project at this location. 

 
6. Coastal High Hazard Area (V Zone) and LiMWAs 

Do the exemptions at 55.8 or 55.21 apply? 
☐ Yes 

The 8-Step Process is required. Document mitigation measures necessary to mee the 
requirements in 55.8 or 55.21. Provide a completed 8-Step Process, including the early public 
notice and the final notice.  
Continue to Question 7. 8-Step Process. 

 
☐ No  

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-24/subtitle-A/part-55
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-24/subtitle-A/part-55
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-24/subtitle-A/part-55
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-24/subtitle-A/part-55


  

Federal assistance may not be used at this location. You must either choose an alternate site 
or cancel the project at this location. 

 
7. 8-Step Process.  

Does the 8-Step Process apply? Select one of the following options: 
☐ 8-Step Process is inapplicable per 55.13.  

  Select the applicable citation:  
☐ (a) HUD's mortgage insurance actions and other financial assistance for the purchasing, 

mortgaging, or refinancing of existing one- to four-family properties in communities that 
are in the Regular Program of the NFIP and in good standing ( i.e., not suspended from 
program eligibility or placed on probation under 44 CFR 59.24), where the action is not 
a critical action and the property is not located in a floodway, coastal high hazard area, 
or LiMWA;  

☐ (b) Financial assistance for minor repairs or improvements on one- to four-family 
properties that do not meet the thresholds for “substantial improvement” under 
§ 55.2(b)(12);  

☐ (c) HUD or a recipient's actions involving the disposition of individual HUD or recipient 
held, one- to four-family properties; 

 ☐ (d) HUD guarantees under the Loan Guarantee Recovery Fund Program (24 CFR part 573), 
where any new construction or rehabilitation financed by the existing loan or mortgage 
has been completed prior to the filing of an application under the program, and the 
refinancing will not allow further construction or rehabilitation, nor result in any physical 
impacts or changes except for routine maintenance;  

☐  (e) The approval of financial assistance to lease units within an existing structure located 
within the floodplain, but only if; 

(1) The structure is located outside the floodway or coastal high hazard area, 
and is in a community that is in the Regular Program of the NFIP and in good 
standing ( i.e., not suspended from program eligibility or placed on probation 
under 44 CFR 59.24); and  
(2) The project is not a critical action; and 
(3) The entire structure is or will be fully insured or insured to the maximum 
extent available under the NFIP for at least the term of the lease. 

☐ (f) Special projects for the purpose of improving efficiency of utilities or installing 
renewable energy that involve the repair, rehabilitation, modernization, 
weatherization, or improvement of existing structures or infrastructure, do not meet 
the thresholds for “substantial improvement” under § 55.2(b)(12), and do not include 
the installation of equipment below the FFRMS floodplain elevation. 

 
Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary 
below. 

 
☐ 5-Step Process is applicable per 55.14.  

Provide documentation of 5-Step Process.  
Select the applicable citation:  
☐ (a) HUD actions involving the disposition of HUD-acquired multifamily housing projects or 

“bulk sales” of HUD-acquired one- to four-family properties in communities that are in 
the Regular Program of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and in good 



  

standing (i.e., not suspended from program eligibility or placed on probation under 44 
CFR 59.24).  

☐ (b)HUD's actions under the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1701) for the purchase or 
refinancing of existing multifamily housing projects, hospitals, nursing homes, assisted 
living facilities, board and care facilities, and intermediate care facilities, in communities 
that are in good standing under the NFIP. 

☐ (c) HUD's or the recipient’s actions under any HUD program involving the repair, 
rehabilitation, modernization, weatherization, or improvement of existing multifamily 
housing projects, hospitals, nursing homes, assisted living facilities, board and care 
facilities, intermediate care facilities, and one- to four-family properties, in communities 
that are in the Regular Program of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and are 
in good standing, provided that the number of units is not increased more than 20 
percent, the action does not involve a conversion from nonresidential to residential land 
use, the action does not meet the thresholds for “substantial improvement” under § 
55.2(b)(10), and the footprint of the structure and paved areas is not  increased by more 
than 20 percent. 

☐ (d) HUD’s (or the recipient’s) actions under any HUD program involving the repair, 
rehabilitation, modernization, weatherization, or improvement of existing 
nonresidential buildings and structures, in communities that are in the Regular Program 
of the NFIP and are in good standing, provided that the action does not meet the 
thresholds for “substantial improvement” under § 55.2(b)(10) and that the footprint of 
the structure and paved areas is not increased by more than 20 percent 

☐ (e) HUD's or the recipient's actions under any HUD program involving the repair, 
rehabilitation, or replacement of existing nonstructural improvements including streets, 
curbs and gutters, where any increase of the total impervious surface area of the facility 
is de minimis. This provision does not include critical actions, levee systems, chemical 
storage facilities (including any tanks), wastewater facilities, or sewer lagoons. 

 
Continue to Question 8. Mitigation.   
 

☐ 8-Step Process applies.  
Provide a completed 8-Step Process, including the early public notice and the final notice.     
 
Continue to Question 8. Mitigation.   
 

8. Mitigation 
For the project to comply with this section, all adverse impacts must be mitigated. Explain in 
detail the measures that must be implemented to mitigate the impact or effect, including the 
timeline for implementation. Note: newly constructed and substantially improved structures 
within the FFRMS floodplain must be elevated to the FFRMS floodplain elevation or 
floodproofed, if applicable. 

 

 



Which of the following if any mitigation/minimization measures have been identified for this project in 
the 8-Step or 5-Step Process? Select all that apply. 

☐ Buyout and demolition or other supported clearance of floodplain structures
☐ Insurance purchased in excess of statutory requirement under the Flood Disaster
Protection Act of 1973
☐ Permeable surfaces
☐ Natural landscape enhancements that maintain or restore natural hydrology
☐ Planting or restoring native plant species
☐ Bioswales
☐ Stormwater capture and reuse
☐ Green or vegetative roofs with drainage provisions
☐ Natural Resources Conservation Service conservation easements or similar easements
☐ Floodproofing of structures as allowable (e.g. non-residential floors)
☐ Elevating structures (including freeboard above the required base flood elevations)
☐ Levee or structural protection from flooding
☐ Channelizing or redefining the floodway or floodplain through a Letter of Map Revision

(LOMR)

Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Continue to the Worksheet 
Summary below. 

Worksheet Summary  
Compliance Determination 
Provide a clear description of your determination and a synopsis of the information that it was based on, 
such as: 

• FIRM panel numbers
• CISA data or maps
• Information on other data or tools used or accessed
• Names of all consulted parties and relevant consultation dates
• Names of plans or reports and relevant page numbers
• Any additional requirements specific to your region

Include all documentation supporting your findings in your submission to HUD 

The proposed project is not located in a Federal Flood Risk Management Standard (FFRMS) 
floodplain. The presence of the location in a FFRMS floodplain was assessed using the best 
available data and the FEMA-defined 0.2 Percent-Annual-Chance Floodplain Approach 
(0.2PFA). The project site is not within the 0.2 percent chance of flood, nor is there any 
hydrologic or hydraulic data to indicate the likelihood of flooding at the project site, according to 
FEMA Recommended Base Flood Level Maps (Advisory Maps), Map Number 72000C1580J 
with an effective date of April 13, 2018. The project is in compliance with Executive Order 11988 
as amended by Executive Order 13690 and with Federal Flood Risk Management Standard 
(FFRMS), as determined by the 0.2-PFA method. 
See Attachment B-11.  



Worksheet Summary for 2013 Version 
Compliance Determination 

Attach ‘Floodplain Management Partner Worksheet’ (OMB No. 2506-0177), FIRM map indicating project 
location, and summary of 8-step or 5-step decision making process if applicable.  

Provide a clear description of your determination and a synopsis of the information that it was based on, 
such as: 

• Map panel numbers and dates
• Names of all consulted parties and relevant consultation dates
• Names of plans or reports and relevant page numbers
• Any additional requirements specific to your region

 Include all documentation supporting your findings in your submission to HUD 



OMB No. 2506‐0177 
(exp.2/28/2025) 

U.S.	DEPARTMENT	OF	HOUSING	AND	URBAN	DEVELOPMENT	
WASHINGTON, DC  20410-1000 

Historic Preservation (CEST and EA) – PARTNER 
https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental‐review/historic‐preservation  

Threshold  

Is Section 106 review required for your project?  

☐ No, because a Programmatic Agreement states that all activities included in this project are
exempt. (See the PA Database to find applicable PAs.)
Either provide the PA itself or a link to it here. Mark the applicable exemptions or include
the text here:
Click here to enter text.

 Continue to the Worksheet Summary.

☐ No, because the project consists solely of activities included in a No Potential to Cause Effects
memo or other determination [36 CFR 800.3(a)(1)].
Either provide the memo itself or a link to it here. Explain and justify the other
determination here:
Click here to enter text.

 Continue to the Worksheet Summary.

☒Yes, because the project includes activities with potential to cause effects (direct or indirect). 
Continue to Step 1.

The Section 106 Process 
After determining the need to do a Section 106 review, HUD or the RE will initiate consultation with 
regulatory and other interested parties, identify and evaluate historic properties, assess effects of the 
project on properties listed on or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, and resolve any 
adverse effects through project design modifications or mitigation. 
Step 1: Initiate consultation 
Step 2: Identify and evaluate historic properties 
Step 3: Assess effects of the project on historic properties 
Step 4: Resolve any adverse effects   

Only RE or HUD  staff may  initiate  the  Section 106  consultation process. Partner  entities may  gather 
information,  including  from  SHPO  records,  identify  and  evaluate historic properties,  and make  initial 
assessments of effects of the project on properties listed in or eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Place.  Partners should then provide their RE or HUD with all of their analysis and documentation so that 
they may initiate consultation.    

Step 1 ‐ Initiate Consultation  

The  following parties  are  entitled  to  participate  in  Section  106  reviews: Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation;  State  Historic  Preservation  Officers  (SHPOs);  federally  recognized  Indian  tribes/Tribal 
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Historic Preservation Officers  (THPOs); Native Hawaiian Organizations  (NHOs);  local governments; and 
project grantees.  The general public and individuals and organizations with a demonstrated interest in a 
project may participate as consulting parties at the discretion of the RE or HUD official.     Participation 
varies with  the nature and scope of a project.     Refer  to HUD’s website  for guidance on consultation, 
including  the  required  timeframes  for  response.    Consultation  should  begin  early  to  enable  full 
consideration of preservation options.      
 
Use the When To Consult With Tribes checklist within Notice CPD‐12‐006: Process for Tribal Consultation 
to determine  if  the RE or HUD  should  invite  tribes  to  consult on a particular project.   Use  the Tribal 
Directory Assessment Tool  (TDAT)  to  identify  tribes  that may have an  interest  in  the area where  the 
project is located. Note that only HUD or the RE may initiate consultation with Tribes. Partner entities may 
prepare a draft letter for the RE or HUD to use to initiate consultation with tribes, but may not send the 
letter themselves. 
 
List all organizations and individuals that you believe may have an interest in the project here:  
Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office 
 
 Continue to Step 2.  

Step 2 ‐ Identify and Evaluate Historic Properties  

Provide a preliminary definition of the Area of Potential Effect (APE), either by entering the address(es) 
or providing a map depicting the APE. Attach an additional page if necessary. 
See Historic Resources Consultation in Attachment C. 

 
 

Gather  information  about  known  historic  properties  in  the  APE.    Historic  buildings,  districts  and 
archeological sites may have been identified in local, state, and national surveys and registers, local historic 
districts, municipal plans, town and county histories, and local history websites.  If not already listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, identified properties are then evaluated to see if they are eligible for 
the  National  Register.      Refer  to  HUD’s  website  for  guidance  on  identifying  and  evaluating  historic 
properties. 
 
In the space below, list historic properties identified and evaluated in the APE.  
Every historic property that may be affected by the project should be listed. For each historic property or 
district,  include  the National  Register  status, whether  the  SHPO  has  concurred with  the  finding,  and 
whether information on the site is sensitive.  Attach an additional page if necessary.  
See Historic Resources Consultation in Attachment C. 
 
 
Provide  the  documentation  (survey  forms,  Register  nominations,  concurrence(s)  and/or  objection(s), 
notes, and photos) that justify your National Register Status determination. 
 
Was a survey of historic buildings and/or archeological sites done as part of the project?  
If the APE contains previously unsurveyed buildings or structures over 50 years old, or there  is a  likely 
presence of  previously unsurveyed  archeological  sites,  a  survey may  be necessary.  For Archeological 
surveys, refer to HP Fact Sheet #6, Guidance on Archeological Investigations in HUD Projects. 
 



  

☒ Yes  Provide survey(s) and report(s) and continue to Step 3.  
Additional notes:  
See Historic Resources Consultation in Attachment C. 
 

☐ No  Continue to Step 3.  

Step 3 ‐ Assess Effects of the Project on Historic Properties  

Only properties that are  listed on or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places receive further 
consideration under Section 106.   Assess the effect(s) of the project by applying the Criteria of Adverse 
Effect. (36 CFR 800.5) Consider direct and indirect effects as applicable as per HUD guidance. 
 
Choose one of the findings below to recommend to the RE or HUD. 
Please note: this is a recommendation only. It is not the official finding, which will be made by the RE or 
HUD, but only your suggestion as a Partner entity. 
 
☐ No Historic Properties Affected  

Document reason for finding:  

☐ No historic properties present.  
☐  Historic properties present, but project will have no effect upon them.  
 

☒ No Adverse Effect 
Document reason for finding and provide any comments below. 
Comments may include recommendations for mitigation, monitoring, a plan for unanticipated 
discoveries, etc.  
In compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the Program 

reviewed In compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the 
Program reviewed and cultural resource surveys within a 0.5 miles radius of the project area to 
identify historic properties listed in the NRHP and any properties not listed that would be 
considered eligible for listing that are located within the geographic area of potential effects 
(APE) of the proposed project and assess the potential effects of its undertakings on these 
historic properties.  

The project area is within the boundaries of the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)‐
eligible Traditional Urban Center of Sabana Grande and two blocks south of the Church San 
Isidro Labrador. Additionally, there are four National Register‐listed properties within the 
Quarter mile buffer zone from the plaza.  

The proposed rehabilitation of the Plaza de Recreo project will not disturb either the church 
or its immediate surroundings (i.e, lateral gardens or access stair). Prior to any action, a 
protective fence would be established around the church so that demolition and construction 
work would not affect it. The project area will be monitored by an archaeologist during the 
process. Section 106 consultation process have been initiated with a preliminary No Adverse 
Effect determination. The determination and documentation were submitted to SHPO for 
approval on May 9, 2024. In its response dated June 7, 2024, SHPO indicated that it believes that 
the proposed undertaking meets the criteria of an adverse effect and that additional 
consultation is needed. The response stated that the Puerto Rico Department of Housing will 
need to consult further with the SHPO to develop and evaluate alternatives or modifications to 
the undertaking that could avoid, minimize or mitigate adverse effects on historic properties, as 
per 36 CFR § 800.6. On September 9, 2024, revised designs and an archaeology plan were 



  

submitted to SHPO. On September 13, 2024, SHPO acknowledged receipt of the submittal letter, 
updated design plans and archaeological monitoring plan and stated that the plan is deemed 
acceptable, and that SHPO concurs with its implementation.  

The Project is in compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, particularly 
sections 106 and 110; 36 CFR Part 800. 

See Attachment C 
 

☐ Adverse Effect  
Document reason for finding:  
Copy and paste applicable Criteria into text box with summary and justification. 
Criteria of Adverse Effect: 36 CFR 800.5] 
Click here to enter text. 

 
Provide any comments below:  
Comments may include recommendations for avoidance, minimization, and/or mitigation.  
Click here to enter text. 

 
Remember to provide all documentation that  justifies your National Register Status determination and 
recommendations along with this worksheet. 



OMB No. 2506-0177 
(exp. 9/30/2021) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
WASHINGTON, DC  20410-1000 

Noise (CEST Level Reviews) – PARTNER 
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/noise-abatement-and-control 

1. What activities does your project involve? Check all that apply:

☐ New construction for residential use
NOTE: HUD assistance to new construction projects is generally prohibited if they are
located in an Unacceptable zone, and HUD discourages assistance for new construction
projects in Normally Unacceptable zones.  See 24 CFR 51.101(a)(3) for further details.
→ Continue to Question 4.

☐ Rehabilitation of an existing residential property
NOTE: For modernization projects in all noise zones, HUD encourages mitigation to reduce
levels to acceptable compliance standards.  See 24 CFR 51 Subpart B for further details.  
→ Continue to Question 2.

☒ None of the above
→ If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this
section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below.

2. Do you have standardized noise attenuation measures that apply to all modernization and/or

minor rehabilitation projects, such as the use of double glazed windows or extra insulation?

☐ Yes

Indicate the type of measures that will apply (check all that apply):

☐ Improved building envelope components (better windows and doors, strengthened

sheathing, insulation, sealed gaps, etc.)

☐ Redesigned building envelope (more durable or substantial materials, increased air gap,

resilient channels, staggered wall studs, etc.)

☐ Other (explain below)

Click here to enter text.

→ If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this
section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below and provide any documentation.

☐ No

→ Continue to Question 3.

3. Complete the Preliminary Screening to identify potential noise generators in the vicinity

(1000’ from a major road, 3000’ from a railroad, or 15 miles from an airport).

Describe findings of the Preliminary Screening:
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The proposed project doesn’t involve any noise sensitive uses. It’s located more than 2,000 feet 

for a mayor roadway (PR-2); more than 17 miles from a civilian airport (Mayagüez) and more 

than 30 miles from a military airport (Borinquen in Aguadilla). 

→ Continue to Question 6.

4. Complete the Preliminary Screening to identify potential noise generators in the vicinity

(1000’ from a major road, 3000’ from a railroad, or 15 miles from an airport).

Indicate the findings of the Preliminary Screening below:

☐ There are no noise generators found within the threshold distances above.

→ If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this
section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide a map showing the location
of the project relative to any noise generators.

☐ Noise generators were found within the threshold distances.

→ Continue to Question 5.

5. Complete the Noise Assessment Guidelines to quantify the noise exposure. Indicate the

findings of the Noise Assessment below:

☐ Acceptable:  (65 decibels or less; the ceiling may be shifted to 70 decibels in circumstances
described in §24 CFR 51.105(a))

Indicate noise level here:  Click here to enter text. 
→ If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this
section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide noise analysis, including
noise level and data used to complete the analysis.

☐ Normally Unacceptable:  (Above 65 decibels but not exceeding 75 decibels; the floor may be
shifted to 70 decibels in circumstances described in 24 CFR 51.105(a))

Indicate noise level here:  Click here to enter text. 

Is the project in a largely undeveloped area1? 

☐ No → The project requires completion of an Environmental Assessment (EA)
pursuant to 51.104(b)(1)(i).

☐ Yes →The project requires completion of an Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) pursuant to 51.104(b)(1)(i).

→ Work with the RE/HUD to elevate the level of review. Provide noise analysis,
including noise level and data used to complete the analysis.
Continue to Question 6.

☐ Unacceptable:  (Above 75 decibels)
Indicate noise level here:  Click here to enter text. 

1 A largely undeveloped area means the area within 2 miles of the project site is less than 50 percent developed 
with urban uses and does not have water and sewer capacity to serve the project. 



The project requires completion of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) pursuant 
to 51.104(b)(1)(i). Work with HUD or the RE to either complete an EIS or obtain a waiver 
signed by the appropriate authority.      
→ Continue to Question 6.

6. HUD strongly encourages mitigation be used to eliminate adverse noise impacts. Work with
the RE/HUD on the development of the mitigation measures that must be implemented to
mitigate for the impact or effect, including the timeline for implementation.

☐Mitigation as follows will be implemented:
Click here to enter text.
→ Provide drawings, specifications, and other materials as needed to describe the
project’s noise mitigation measures.
Continue to the Worksheet Summary.

☐ No mitigation is necessary.
Explain why mitigation will not be made here:

Click here to enter text. 
→ Continue to the Worksheet Summary.

Worksheet Summary  
Provide a full description of your determination and a synopsis of the information that it was based on, 
such as: 

• Map panel numbers and dates

• Names of all consulted parties and relevant consultation dates

• Names of plans or reports and relevant page numbers

• Any additional requirements specific to your program or region

Include all documentation supporting your findings in your submission to HUD.  
The proposed project doesn’t involve any noise sensitive uses. It’s located more than 2,000 feet for a 
mayor roadway (PR-2); more than 17 miles from a civilian airport (Mayagüez) and more than 30 miles 
from a military airport (Borinquen in Aguadilla) (see Attachment B-12). Therefore, this topic complies 
with the regulation. 



OMB No. 2506-0177 
(exp.9/30/2021) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
WASHINGTON, DC  20410-1000 

Sole Source Aquifers (CEST and EA) - PARTNER 
https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/sole-source-aquifers 

1. Is the project located on a sole source aquifer (SSA)1?

☒No →  If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this section.
Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide documentation used to make your
determination, such as a map of your project or jurisdiction in relation to the nearest SSA.

☐Yes →  Continue to Question 2.

2. Does the project consist solely of acquisition, leasing, or rehabilitation of an existing building(s)?

☐Yes →  The review is in compliance with this section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below.

☐No → Continue to Question 3.

3. Does your region have a memorandum of understanding (MOU) or other working agreement with
EPA for HUD projects impacting a sole source aquifer?
Contact your Field or Regional Environmental Officer or visit the HUD webpage at the link above to
determine if an MOU or agreement exists in your area.

☐Yes → Continue to Question 4.

☐No → Continue to Question 5.

4. Does your MOU or working agreement exclude your project from further review?

☐Yes  → If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this section.
Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide documentation used to make your
determination and document where your project fits within the MOU or agreement. 

☐No → Continue to Question 5.

5. Will the proposed project contaminate the aquifer and create a significant hazard to public health?
Consult with your Regional EPA Office.  Your consultation request should include detailed information
about your proposed project and its relationship to the aquifer and associated streamflow source area.
EPA will also want to know about water, storm water and waste water at the proposed project.  Follow
your MOU or working agreement or contact your Regional EPA office for specific information you may
need to provide.  EPA may request additional information if impacts to the aquifer are questionable
after this information is submitted for review.

1 A sole source aquifer is defined as an aquifer that supplies at least 50 percent of the drinking water consumed in 
the area overlying the aquifer. This includes streamflow source areas, which are upstream areas of losing streams 
that flow into the recharge area. 
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☐No → If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this 
section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide your correspondence with 
the EPA and all documents used to make your determination.  

☐Yes → The RE/HUD will work with EPA to develop mitigation measures. If mitigation measures 
are approved, attach correspondence with EPA and include the mitigation measures in 
your environmental review documents and project contracts. If EPA determines that the 
project continues to pose a significant risk to the aquifer, federal financial assistance must 
be denied. Continue to Question 6. 

Worksheet Summary  
Provide a full description of your determination and a synopsis of the information that it was based on, 
such as: 

• Map panel numbers and dates

• Names of all consulted parties and relevant consultation dates

• Names of plans or reports and relevant page numbers

• Any additional requirements specific to your program or region

Include all documentation supporting your findings in your submission to HUD.  
According to EPA NEPAssist, there are no sole source aquifers within a one-mile radius of the project 
(see Attachments A-10 and B-13). Furthermore, the Island of Puerto Rico has no designated Sole 
Source Aquifers. Accordingly, the Rehabilitation of the Plaza will not affect any source. Therefore, this 
topic complies with the regulation.  



OMB No. 2506-0177 
(exp.9/30/2021) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
WASHINGTON, DC  20410-1000 

Wetlands (CEST and EA) – Partner 
https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/wetlands-protection 

1. Does this project involve new construction as defined in Executive Order 11990, expansion of a
building’s footprint, or ground disturbance?
The term "new construction" includes draining, dredging, channelizing, filling, diking, impounding,
and related activities and construction of any any structures or facilities.

☒ No →  If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with
this section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. 

☐ Yes → Continue to Question 2.

2. Will the new construction or other ground disturbance impact a wetland as defined in E.O.
11990?

☐ No → If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with
this section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide a map or any other
relevant documentation to explain your determination.

☐ Yes → Work with HUD or the RE to assist with the 8-Step Process. Continue to Question 3.

3. Does Section 55.12 state that the 8-Step Process is not required?

☐ No, the 8-Step Process applies.
This project will require mitigation and may require elevating structure or structures. See the
link to the HUD Exchange above for information on HUD’s elevation requirements.
→Work with the RE/HUD to assist with the 8-Step Process. Continue to Worksheet Summary.

☐ 5-Step Process is applicable per 55.12(a).
Provide the applicable citation at 24 CFR 55.12(a) here.
Click here to enter text.
→Work with the RE/HUD to assist with the 5-Step Process. This project may  require mitigation
or alternations. Continue to Worksheet Summary.

☐ 8-Step Process is inapplicable per 55.12(b).
Provide the applicable citation at 24 CFR 55.12(b) here.
Click here to enter text.
→ If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this
section. Continue to Worksheet Summary.

☐ 8-Step Process is inapplicable per 55.12(c).
Provide the applicable citation at 24 CFR 55.12(c) here.
Click here to enter text.
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→ If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this
section. Continue to Worksheet Summary.

Worksheet Summary  
Provide a full description of your determination and a synopsis of the information that it was based on, 
such as: 

• Map panel numbers and dates

• Names of all consulted parties and relevant consultation dates

• Names of plans or reports and relevant page numbers

• Any additional requirements specific to your program or region

Include all documentation supporting your findings in your submission to HUD.  
All work will be performed in the footprint of the existing Plaza and will not affect any water bodies or 
wetlands. This information was obtained from the revision of the Wetland Inventory Maps prepared by 
the U.S. Department of Interior, US Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) and microfilmed by the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) and confirmed on the site visits. Therefore, this topic complies with the 

regulation. Refer to Attachment B-14 



OMB No. 2506-0177 
(exp. 9/30/2021) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
WASHINGTON, DC  20410-1000 

Wild and Scenic Rivers (CEST and EA) – PARTNER 
https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/wild-and-scenic-rivers 

1. Is your project within proximity of a Wild and Scenic River, Study River, or Nationwide Rivers
Inventory River?

☒ No → If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this

section. Provide documentation used to make your determination.

☐ Yes → Continue to Question 2.

2. Could the project do any of the following?
▪ Have a direct and adverse effect within Wild and Scenic River Boundaries,
▪ Invade the area or unreasonably diminish the river outside Wild and Scenic River Boundaries,

or
▪ Have an adverse effect on the natural, cultural, and/or recreational values of a NRI segment.

Consult with the appropriate federal/state/local/tribal Managing Agency(s), pursuant to Section 7 
of the Act, to determine if the proposed project may have an adverse effect on a Wild & Scenic River 
or a Study River and, if so, to determine the appropriate avoidance or mitigation measures.   

Select one: 

☐ The Managing Agency has concurred that the proposed project will not alter, directly, or
indirectly, any of the characteristics that qualifies or potentially qualifies the river for inclusion
in the NWSRS.

→ If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this section.
Provide documentation of the consultation (including the Managing Agency’s concurrence) and
any other documentation used to make your determination.

☐ The Managing Agency was consulted and the proposed project may alter, directly, or indirectly,
any of the characteristics that qualifies or potentially qualifies the river for inclusion in the
NWSRS.

→ The RE/HUD must work with the Managing Agency to identify mitigation measures to mitigate
the impact or effect of the project on the river.

Worksheet Summary  
Provide a full description of your determination and a synopsis of the information that it was based on, 
such as: 

• Map panel numbers and dates

• Names of all consulted parties and relevant consultation dates

• Names of plans or reports and relevant page numbers

• Any additional requirements specific to your program or region
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Include all documentation supporting your findings in your submission to HUD.  
The project site activities do not impact any of the three river segments in Puerto Rico designated as 
wild and scenic by the USFW National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. All these are located inside the El 
Yunque National Forest in the Municipality of Río Grande, which is approximately 74 miles to the North-
East of the project area. Rio Icacos and Rio de la Mina are approximately 438,000 feet and Rio Mameyes 
is approximately 435,000 feet both North-East of the project area. Rio Mameyes, at its origin has two 
segments. 
The closest river to the site project is the Río Grande which is 642 meters to the east, and is not in this 
category. Therefore, this topic complies with the regulation.  Refer to Attachment A-20 and B-15
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EPA NEPAssist 

Not to Scale 

WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS 
Plaza de Recreo 

PR-364 Intersection Betances Street 
Sabana Grande, Puerto Rico  

PROJECT AREA 

PLAZA DE RECREO, SABANA GRANDE

±
Applicant ID: PR-CRP-000742
Project Coordinates:  18.07946027, -66.95999815
Address: PR-364 Intersection Betances Street

Sabana Grande, PR 00627



OMB No. 2506-0177 
(exp.9/30/2021) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
WASHINGTON, DC  20410-1000 

Environmental Justice (CEST and EA) – PARTNER 
https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/environmental-justice 

HUD strongly encourages starting the Environmental Justice analysis only after all other laws and 
authorities, including Environmental Assessment factors if necessary, have been completed.  

1. Were any adverse environmental impacts identified in any other compliance review portion of this
project’s total environmental review?

☐Yes → Continue to Question 2. 

☒No → If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this 
section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below.  

2. Were these adverse environmental impacts disproportionately high for low-income and/or
minority communities?

☐Yes
   Explain: 

Click here to enter text. 
→ The RE/HUD must work with the affected low-income or minority community to decide
what mitigation actions, if any, will be taken. Provide any supporting documentation.

☐No
Explain:

Click here to enter text. 
→ If the RE/HUD agrees with this recommendation, the review is in compliance with this
section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below.

Worksheet Summary  
Provide a full description of your determination and a synopsis of the information that it was based on, 
such as: 

• Map panel numbers and dates

• Names of all consulted parties and relevant consultation dates

• Names of plans or reports and relevant page numbers

• Any additional requirements specific to your program or region

Include all documentation supporting your findings in your submission to HUD.  
Project site activities do not have disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental 
effects on minority and low-income population, or on the surrounding populations or environment. On 
the contrary, the achievement of this project will be for the enjoyment of all the residents of the 
Municipality and its visitors to the extent that activities are carried out there, thus resulting in a positive 
impact. Therefore, this topic complies with the regulation. 

A-21



i 

Environmental Review for Activity/Project that is Categorically Excluded Subject to 

Section 58.5 Pursuant to 24 CFR 58.35(a) 

Municipio de Sabana Grande 

Plaza de Recreo 

PR-CRP-000742

ATTACHMENT B: LIST OF FIGURES 

B-1. PROJECT SITE MAP -AERIAL PHOTO

B-2. PROJECT SITE MAP - USGS TOPOGRAPHIC    QUADRANGLE MAP 

B-3. DEMOLITION PLANS

B-4. CONCEPTUAL PLANS

B-5. AIRPORTS HAZARDS MAP

B-6. COASTAL BARRIER RESOURCES MAP

B-7. NATIONAL FLOOD HAZARD LAYER FIRMETTE

B-8. COASTAL ZONE MAP

B-9. CONTAMINATION AND TOXIC SUBSTANCES MAP

B-10. FARMLAND CLASSIFICATION MAP

B-11. ABFE FLOODPLAIN MAP

B-12. NOISE ABATEMENT MAP

B-13. SOLE SOURCE AQUIFERS MAP

B-14. WETLAND MAP

B-15. WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS MAP



Google Earth Pro/ December, 2021

Lat: 18.07946027; Lon: -66.95999815

X: 144248.82077; Y: 227321.6477

B-1. PROJECT SITE MAP - AERIAL PHOTO

PLAZA DE RECREO
PR-364 INTERSECTION BETANCES STREET SABANA 

GRANDE, PUERTO RICO

LEGEND
1. PR-364 (G. Martínez

St.)
2. San Isidro St.
3. Luis Muñoz Rivera St.
4. Betances St.
5. Parroquia San Isidro 

Labrador (Catholic 
church)

2000 ft



US Geological Survey  
Sabana Grande Quadrangle, Puerto Rico (7.5-Minute 
Series), 2018 

B-2. PROJECT SITE MAP - TOPOGRAPHIC MAP
Pඅൺඓൺ ൽൾ Rൾർඋൾඈ 

PR-364 Iඇඍൾඋඌൾർඍංඈඇ Bൾඍൺඇർൾඌ Sඍඋൾൾඍ Sൺൻൺඇൺ Gඋൺඇൽൾ, 
Pඎൾඋඍඈ Rංർඈ  

PROJECT AREA 

Lat: 18.07946027; Lon: -66.95999815
X: 144248.82077; Y: 227321.6477
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F.F.E.:103.20

GREEN AREA

GREEN AREA

GREEN AREA
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GARDEN

GARDEN

GARDEN

GARDEN

GARDEN

GARDEN

GARDEN

MARK
GROUP

GEO

SURVEYING SOLUTION

DESCRIPTION
EAST (X)NORTH (Y)

C O O R D I N A T E S
STATION ELEVATION

HORIZONTAL & VERTICAL CONTROL STATIONS

STA.2                    227343.812                 144269.274                         100.871                       PK NAIL

STA.3                    227291.690                 144258.858                        100.516                       PK NAIL

I M P O R T A N T

S U R V E Y O R  N O T E :

1.  ALL DISTANCES AND ELEVATIONS ARE EXPRESSED IN METERS, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.

2. FIELDWORK PERFORMED ON SEPTEMBER 02, 2022.

3. THIS MAP IS REFEREED TO STATE PLANE COORDINATE SYSTEM (LAMBERT) NAD 83 NA 2011 (EPOCH 2010) AND THE ELEVATION TO PRV02. TO REFERENCE WE USE THE COORS

NETWORK FROM THE COMPANY VRS SYSTEM PR INC.

5. THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ON THIS MAP, MAY OR MAY NOT SHOW ALL CURRENTLY EXISTING STRUCTURES, PROPERTIES AND UTILITIES ABOVE OR BELOW THE GROUND AS

REVEALED BY OBSERVABLE EVIDENSE OVER GROUND INSPECTION.

6. THE INFORMATION DEPICTED ON THIS MAP REPRESENTS THE RESULT OF THE SURVEY MADE ON THE DATE INDICATED AND CAN ONLY BE CONSIDERED AS AN INDICATION OF THE

GENERAL CONDITIONS EXISTING AT THAT TIME.

7. CONTRACTOR SHALL VERIFY ALL FIELD CONDITIONS AND MEASUREMENTS AND ADVISE ARCHITECT, ENGINEERS AND OWNER OF ANY DIFFERENCES.

8. S.U.E. WAS NOT PERFORMED.

9. CONTRACTOR SHALL VERIFY HORIZONTAL AND VERTICAL LOCATION OF ALL EXISTING STORM SEWER, SANITARY PIPES AND ALL UNDERGROUND UTILITIES PERFORMING S.U.E. PRIOR

TO CONSTRUCTION.

10. UNDERGROUND UTILITIES ARE BASED ON ABOVE GROUND EVIDENCE. THIS DRAWING NEITHER DEPICTS OR INTENDS TO DEPICT ALL UNDERGROUND UTILITIES. CONTRACTOR SHALL

NOTIFY ALL UTILITY COMPANIES PRIOR ANY WORK.

11. THE EQUIPMENT USED WAS A TRIMBLE R10 GNSS GPS & NIKON TOTAL STATION.

11. ALL ILLUSTRATED SYMBOLS (UTILITIES IN GENERAL, TRAFFIC, ETC) ARE ONLY FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES. THEY ARE NOT NECESSARY AS BIG AS THE SYMBOLS ARE.
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LEGENDS:

DEMOLITION

EXISTING SIDEWALKS AND ASPHALTED AREA TO BE DEMOLISHED. REMOVE AND

DISPOSE DEBRIS MATERIAL.

DEMOLITION NOTES:

ONLY APPLY THE DEMOLITION NOTES MARKED AND/OR INDICATED ON THE

PLANS

1

EXISTING TREE OR PALM TO BE REMOVED COMPLETLY, INCLUDING ROOTS.

REMOVE AND DISPOSE DEBRIS MATERIAL.
2

EXISTING GAZEBOS & BENCH TO BE DEMOLISHED. REMOVE AND DISPOSE

DEBRIS MATERIAL.
3

EXISTING BUILDING TO BE DEMOLISHED. REMOVE AND DISPOSE DEBRIS

MATERIAL.
4

ALL EXISTING "DEAD TREES AND ROOTS" MUST BE REMOVED. DISPOSE DEBRIS

MATERIAL.

5

DEMOLISH EXISTING CONCRETE SLAB. REMOVE AND DISPOSE OF DEBRIS.6

DEMOLISH EXISTING PLANTERS & BENCHS. REMOVE AND DISPOSE OF DEBRIS.7

REMOVE EXISTING CATCH BASIN & CONCRETE SWALE. REMOVE AND

DISPOSE OF DEBRIS.
8

DEMOLISH EXISTING CONCRETE RAMP & STAIR.

REMOVE AND DISPOSE OF DEBRIS.
9

EXISTING MONUMENTS TO BE RELOCATED.10
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DEMOLITION
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DEMOLITION NOTES:

ONLY APPLY THE DEMOLITION NOTES MARKED AND/OR INDICATED ON THE

PLANS
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EXISTING TREE OR PALM TO BE REMOVED COMPLETLY, INCLUDING ROOTS.

REMOVE AND DISPOSE DEBRIS MATERIAL.
2

EXISTING GAZEBOS & BENCH TO BE DEMOLISHED. REMOVE AND DISPOSE

DEBRIS MATERIAL.
3

EXISTING BUILDING TO BE DEMOLISHED. REMOVE AND DISPOSE DEBRIS

MATERIAL.
4

ALL EXISTING "DEAD TREES AND ROOTS" MUST BE REMOVED. DISPOSE DEBRIS

MATERIAL.
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9
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EPA NEPAssist B-5. AIRPORT HAZARDS
Plaza de Recreo

PR-364 Intersection Betances Street 
Sabana Grande, Puerto Rico  
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Coastal Barrier Resources Act Program, Esri, HERE, Garmin, (c)
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Coastal Barrier Resources Act Program, CBRA@FWS.gov
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This page was produced by the CBRS Mapper

This map is for general reference only. The Coastal Barrier Resources System (CBRS) boundaries depicted on this map are representations of
the controlling CBRS boundaries, which are shown on the official maps, accessible at https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/official-coastal-
barrier-resources-system-maps. All CBRS related data should be used in accordance with the layer metadata found on the CBRS Mapper
website.

The CBRS Buffer Zone represents the area immediately adjacent to the CBRS boundary where users are advised to contact the Service for an
official determination (https://www.fws.gov/service/coastal-barrier-resources-system-property-documentation) as to whether the property or
project site is located "in" or "out" of the CBRS.

CBRS Units normally extend seaward out to the 20- or 30-foot bathymetric contour (depending on the location of the unit). The true seaward
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B-13. Sole Source Aquifers Map. Plaza de Recreo (PR-CRP-000742)
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National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) mapper

B-14. WETLANDS MAP
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EPA NEPAssist B-15. WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS
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PR-364 Intersection Betances Street 
Sabana Grande, Puerto Rico  
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PLAZA DE RECREO, SABANA GRANDE
Applicant ID: PR-CRP-000742
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Environmental Review for Activity/Project that is Categorically Excluded Subject to 

Section 58.5 Pursuant to 24 CFR 58.35(a) 

Municipio de Sabana Grande 

Plaza de Recreo 

PR-CRP-000742

ATTACHMENT C: AGENCIES CONSULTATIONS 

US FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 



Transmittal Letter 

March 6, 2024

Caribbean Ecological Services Field Office 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
P.O. Box 491
Boquerón, Puerto Rico 00622
Email: caribbean es@fws.gov

RE: USFWS Endangered Species Act Certifications
City Revitalization Program
February 2024

We are submitting the following Self-Certifications for projects under the CDBG-DR City 
Revitalization Program. Attached are included the Self-Certifications that certify that the 
projects are in compliance and are not likely to adversely affect federally-listed species.  

The following table includes the projects that are in compliance with the Blanket 
Clearance Letter for the Endangered Species act of 1973, as amended, and the Fish and 
Wildlife Coordination Act. 

Project Number Project Name
PR-CRP-000338 Mejoras a la Plaza de la Identidad
PR-CRP-000341 Remodelación Plaza Angel Mislán
PR-CRP-000521 Demolición y Construcción Plaza del Mercado
PR-CRP-000670 Centro Multiuso Distrito Moca
PR-CRP-000742 Plaza de Recreo

PR-CRP-000744 Centro de Desarrollo Artístico y Cultural de 
Sabana Grande

PR-CRP-000807
& PR-CRP-001111

Mejoras a Plaza Pública y Plaza del Mercado, 
Vieques

PR-CRP-000892 Lajas Activity Center
PR-CRP-000902 Elderly Service Center

PR-CRP-001011 Mejoras al Estacionamiento Público del Municipio 
de Naguabo

DAMARIS ROMAN 
RUIZ

Digitally signed by DAMARIS 
ROMAN RUIZ 
Date: 2024.03.08 10:44:12 -04'00'

ROBERT TAWES Digitally signed by ROBERT TAWES 
Date: 2024.03.10 17:21:41 -04'00'



For more information, please contact the Permits and Environmental Compliance Division 
at environmentcdbg@vivienda.pr.gov or at (787)274.2527 ext. 4320.  

 

Sincerely,  

  

Permits and Environmental Compliance Division  
Office of Disaster Recovery  



USFWS Self-Certification 
PR-CRP-000341 

Self-Certification 

http://www.fws.gov/caribbean/ES/Index.html 

Endangered Species Act Certification 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Caribbean Ecological Services Field Office developed 
a Blanket Clearance Letter in compliance with Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended, and the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act for federally funded projects. 

The Service determined that projects in compliance with the following criteria are not 
likely to adversely affect federally listed species. 

The Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH) certifies that the following project, 
Remodelación Plaza Angel Mislán (PR-CRP-000341), consisting of replacement of the 
following elements; floor pavement using integral porcelain tiles, ornamental 
lightning poles by LED lamps with renewable energy photocell system, fixed urban 
furniture, and stairs hang rails; improvements to plaza existing fountains and public 
Wi-Fi system, renovation of landscaping; located at Calle Padre Feliciano in front of 
Town Hall, San Sebastián, PR 00685, coordinates 18.336674, -66.991243; complies with: 

Check Project Criteria 

☐ 1. Street resurfacing.

☐ 2. Construction of gutters and sidewalks along existing roads.

☐ 3. Reconstruction or emergency repairs of existing buildings, facilities,
and homes.

☐ 4. Rehabilitation of existing occupied single-family homes, and
buildings; provided that equipment storage or staging areas are not
located on vacant property harboring a wetland and/or forested
vegetation and that the lighting associated to the new facilities is not
visible directly or indirectly from a beach.

☐ 5. Demolition of dilapidated single-family homes or buildings; provided
that the demolition debris is disposed in certified receiving facilities;
equipment storage or staging areas are not located on vacant
property harboring a wetland and/or forested vegetation.

about:blank


USFWS Self-Certificalion
PR-CRP-000341

a

D

D

a

a

6. Rebuilding of demolished single-family homes or buildings, provided

that the new construction is within the existing footprint of the previous

structure and/or within pre- existing grassed or paved areas, and that

the lighting associated to the new facilities are not visible directly or

indirectly from a beach.

7. Activities within existing Right of Ways (ROWs) of roads, bridges, and

highways, when limited to actions that do not involve cutting native

vegetation or mayor earth moving; and are not located wi+hin, or

adjacent to, drainages, wetlands/ or aqua+ic systems. These activities

include the installation of potable water and sanitary pipelines.

8. improvements to existing recreational facilities, including the

installation of roofs to existing basketball courts, provided that the

lighting associated to the facilities are not visible directly or indirectly

from the beach.

9. Construction of electric underground systems in existing towns and

comnnunities, provided that the property is not a wetland area and

the lighting associated to the facilities are not visible directly or

indirectly from the beach.

10. Construction of facilities on vacant properties covered with grasses

in urban areas, provided that the lighting associated to the facilities

are not visible directly or indirectly from the beach.

11. Construction of houses, buildings or acquiring lands in urban areas

covered by grass for relocation of low-income families and/or facilities

that have been affected by weather conditions.

^Y / F-^4, ^^^i
T

Angel G. Lopez-Guzman
Deputy Director

Permits and Environmental Compliance Division

Office of Disaster Recover/
Address: P.O. Box 21365 San Juan, PR 00928
Telephone and Ext: 787-274-2527 exf. 4320
Email: .environme.ntcdba@vivienda.Dr.aov

Date



 

Attachment 1 
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PLAZA ANGEL MISLAN



USFWS Self-Certification 
[Case Number] 

Self-Certification 

http://www.fws.gov/caribbean/ES/Index.html 

Endangered Species Act Certification 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Caribbean Ecological Services Field Office developed 
a Blanket Clearance Letter in compliance with Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended, and the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act for federally funded projects. 

The Service determined that projects in compliance with the following criteria are not 
likely to adversely affect federally listed species. 

The Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH) certifies that the following projects PR-
CRP-001111, Market Square for Community and Social Transformation (Lat: 18.14894, 
Long: -65.44153) and PR-CRP-000807, Improvements to the Vieques Public 
Square (Lat: 18.149310, Long: -65.441310) consisting of the rehabilitation of the 
Community Center and the improvements to the Plaza de Recreo, respectively, 
comply with: 

Check Project Criteria 

☒ 1. Street resurfacing.

☒ 2. Construction of gutters and sidewalks along existing roads.

☒ 3. Reconstruction or emergency repairs of existing buildings, facilities,
and homes.

☐ 4. Rehabilitation of existing occupied single-family homes, and
buildings; provided that equipment storage or staging areas are not
located on vacant property harboring a wetland and/or forested
vegetation and that the lighting associated to the new facilities is not
visible directly or indirectly from a beach.

☐ 5. Demolition of dilapidated single-family homes or buildings; provided
that the demolition debris is disposed in certified receiving facilities;
equipment storage or staging areas are not located on vacant
property harboring a wetland and/or forested vegetation.

☐ 6. Rebuilding of demolished single-family homes or buildings, provided

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___http://www.fws.gov/caribbean/ES/Index.html___.YXAzOm1hcnZlbGFyY2hpdGVjdHM6YTpvOjk0YmFmNzlmNTViYmQyNWI5OTJjZWUzODg0YmQ5OWJkOjY6Y2ZlNTphMzkwMzY0MzZkMmY5YTMxOWJhMmRkMjQ3MjI4N2Y0ZTRmZjNjOTM0ODExMmJmZTU2NTBkMDhkZmE4YjE0ZGU3OnA6VA


USFWS Self-Cer+ifica+ion
PR-CRP-000807 & PR-CRP-0011

D

^

D

D

D

that the new construction is within the existing footprint of the previous

structure and/or within pre- existing grassed or paved areas, and that

the lighting associated to the new facilities are not visible directly or

indirectly from a beach.

7. Activities within existing Right of Ways (ROWs) of roads, bridges and

highways, when limited to actions that do not involve cutting native

vege+a+ion or mayor earth moving; and are not located wi+hin, or

adjacent to, drainages, wetlands, or aqua+ic systems. These ac+ivi+ies

include the installation of po+able water and sanitary pipelines.

8. Improvements to existing recreo+ional facilities, including the

installation of roofs to existing basketball courts, provided that the

lighting associo+ed to the facilities ore not visible directly or indirectly

from the beach.

9. Construction of electric underground systems in existing towns and

communities, provided that the property is not a wetland area and

the lighting associated to the facilities are not visible directly or

indirectly from the beach.

10. Construction of facilities on vacant properties covered wi+h grasses

in urban areas, provided that the lighting associated to the facilities

are not visible directly or indirectly from the beach.

11. Construction of houses, buildings or acquiring lands in urban areas

covered by grass for relocation of low-income families and/or facilities

that have been affected by weather conditions.

^~ t/}^riA) V, Zff^

Angel G. Lopez-Guzman

Deputy Director
Permits and Environmental Compliance Division

Office of Disaster Recover/
Address: P.O. Box 21365 San Juan, PR 00928
Telephone and Ext: 787-274-2527 ext. 4320
Email: environmen+cdbq@vivienda.pr.ciov

Date



 

Title:  Site Loca on Map - Aerial View Map 
Project: PR-CRP-001111 Market Square for Community and Social Transforma on & PR-CRP-000807 Improvements to the Vieques Public Square 
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View of former Gautier Benítez School main façade. Photo taken from Víctor Duteil St. 
Camera looking south. 
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View of former Gautier Benítez School secondary façade. Photo taken from Muñoz Rivera 
St. Camera looking north. 

 

View of former Gautier Benítez School interior patio. Camera looking south. 
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USFWS Self-Certification 
PR-CRP-000338 

Self-Certification 

http://www.fws.gov/caribbean/ES/Index.html 

Endangered Species Act Certification 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Caribbean Ecological Services Field Office developed 
a Blanket Clearance Letter in compliance with Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended, and the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act for federally funded projects. 

The Service determined that projects in compliance with the following criteria are not 
likely to adversely affect federally-listed species. 

The Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH) certifies that the following project 
Mejoras a la Plaza de la Identidad (PR-CRP-000338) consisting of construction of a roof 
adjacent to concessionaires, replacement of ornamental lighting poles, construction of a 
restroom, replacement of ornamental furniture, installation of Wi-Fi system; located at 
Luis Muñoz Rivera Street, San Sebastián, PR, coordinates 18.336594, -66.992636, complies 
with: 

Check Project Criteria 

☐ 1. Street resurfacing.

☐ 2. Construction of gutters and sidewalks along existing roads.

☐ 3. Reconstruction or emergency repairs of existing buildings, facilities
and homes.

☐ 4. Rehabilitation of existing occupied single-family homes, and
buildings; provided that equipment storage or staging areas are not
located on vacant property harboring a wetland and/or forested
vegetation and that the lighting associated to the new facilities is not
visible directly or indirectly from a beach.

☐ 5. Demolition of dilapidated single-family homes or buildings; provided
that the demolition debris is disposed in certified receiving facilities;
equipment storage or staging areas are not located on vacant
property harboring a wetland and/or forested vegetation.

☐ 6. Rebuilding of demolished single-family homes or buildings, provided

http://www.fws.gov/caribbean/ES/Index.html
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that the new construction is within the existing footprint of the previous

structure and/orwi+hin pre- existing grassed or paved areas, and that

the lighting associated to the new focili+ies are not visible directly or

indirectly from a beach.

7. Activities wi+hin existing Right of Ways (ROWs) of roads, bridges and

highways, when limited to actions that do not involve cutting native

vege+a+ion or mayor earth moving; and are not located wi+hin, or

adjacent to, drainages, wetlands, or aquatic systems. These activities

include the installation of po+able water and sanitary pipelines.

8. Improvements to existing recreational facilities, including the

installation of roofs to existing basketball courts, provided that the

lighting associo+ed to the facilities are not visible directly or indirectly

from the beach.

9. Construction of electric underground systems in existing towns and

communities, provided that the property is not a wetland area and

the lighting associated to the facilities are not visible directly or

indirectly from the beach.

10. Construction of facilities on vacant properties covered with grasses

in urban areas, provided that the lighting associated +o the facilities

are not visible directly or indirectly from the beach.

11. Construction of houses, buildings or acquiring lands in urban areas

covered by grass for relocation of low-income families and/or facilities

that have been affected by weather conditions.

^4-^,^- ^/^-y

Angel G. Lopez-Guzman

Deputy Director
Permits and Environmental Compliance Division

Office of Disaster Recover/
Address: P.O. Box 21365 San Juan, PR 00928
Telephone and Ext: 787-274-2527 ext. 4320
Email: environmentcdbQ@vivienda.pr.ciov

Date
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USFWS Self-Certification 
PR-CRP-000902 

Self-Certification 

http://www.fws.gov/caribbean/ES/Index.html 

Endangered Species Act Certification 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Caribbean Ecological Services Field Office developed 
a Blanket Clearance Letter in compliance with Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended, and the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act for federally funded projects. 

The Service determined that projects in compliance with the following criteria are not 
likely to adversely affect federally listed species. 

The Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH) certifies that the following 
project Elderly Service Center (PR-CRP-000902), consisting of the design and 
construction of a service facility for the elderly residents of the community 
consisting of a kitchen area, dining room, activity room, workshop room, 
administrative offices, medical area, social work office, food storage room, 
miscellaneous storage room, general storage room, bathrooms, shower area, 
laundry, parking with two street access (Santa Rosa Street and Ferrocarril Street), and 
recreational area, among others, with approximate dimensions of 1.16 acres, and 
an emergency generator (or equivalent redundant power source); located at 
#11 Ferrocarril Street, Lajas, PR 00667, coordinates -67.05761236, 18.04941608, 
complies with: 

Check Project Criteria 

☐ 1. Street resurfacing.

☐ 2. Construction of gutters and sidewalks along existing roads.

☐ 3. Reconstruction or emergency repairs of existing buildings, facilities,
and homes.

☐ 4. Rehabilitation of existing occupied single-family homes, and
buildings; provided that equipment storage or staging areas are not
located on vacant property harboring a wetland and/or forested
vegetation and that the lighting associated to the new facilities is not
visible directly or indirectly from a beach.

http://www.fws.gov/caribbean/ES/Index.html


USFWS Self-Certification 
PR-CRP-000902 
 
 
 

☐ 5. Demolition of dilapidated single-family homes or buildings; provided 
that the demolition debris is disposed in certified receiving facilities; 
equipment storage or staging areas are not located on vacant 
property harboring a wetland and/or forested vegetation. 

☐ 6. Rebuilding of demolished single-family homes or buildings, provided 
that the new construction is within the existing footprint of the previous 
structure and/or within pre- existing grassed or paved areas, and that 
the lighting associated to the new facilities are not visible directly or 
indirectly from a beach. 

☐ 7. Activities within existing Right of Ways (ROWs) of roads, bridges, and 
highways, when limited to actions that do not involve cutting native 
vegetation or mayor earth moving; and are not located within, or 
adjacent to, drainages, wetlands, or aquatic systems. These activities 
include the installation of potable water and sanitary pipelines. 

☐ 8. Improvements to existing recreational facilities, including the 
installation of roofs to existing basketball courts, provided that the 
lighting associated to the facilities are not visible directly or indirectly 
from the beach. 

☐ 9. Construction of electric underground systems in existing towns and 
communities, provided that the property is not a wetland area and 
the lighting associated to the facilities are not visible directly or 
indirectly from the beach. 

☒ 10. Construction of facilities on vacant properties covered with grasses 
in urban areas, provided that the lighting associated to the facilities 
are not visible directly or indirectly from the beach. 

☐ 11. Construction of houses, buildings or acquiring lands in urban areas 
covered by grass for relocation of low-income families and/or facilities 
that have been affected by weather conditions. 

 
 
 
 
 



USFWS Self-Cer+ifica+ion
PR-CRP-000902
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Angel G. Lopez-Guzman Date

Deputy Director
Permits and Environmental Compliance Division

Office of Disaster Recover/
Address: P.O. Box 21365 San Juan, PR 00928
Telephone and Exh 787-274-2527 ex+. 4320
Email: environmen+cdbg@vivienda.Dr.aov
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Self-Certification 

http://www.fws.gov/caribbean/ES/Index.html 

Endangered Species Act Certification 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Caribbean Ecological Services Field Office 
developed a Blanket Clearance Letter in compliance with Endangered Species Act of 
1973, as amended, and the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act for federally funded 
projects. 

The Service determined that projects in compliance with the following criteria are not 
likely to adversely affect federally-listed species.

The Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH) certifies that the following project 
Mejoras al Estacionamiento Publico del Municipio de Naguabo (PR-CRP-001011) 
consisting of restoring the existing 2-level parking garage structure, involving the repair 
and restoration of concrete floor surfaces on both levels. The first-level interior floor 
surfaces will undergo mechanical cleaning, repair, and refinishing. The second 
level requires repairs to the roof deck, including cleaning, crack repairs, correction 
of ponding, and the application of a sealant finish coat for traffic areas. All railings 
and guard rails shall be replaced in the stairs leading to the second level. All 
lighting fixtures will be replaced as well as the installation of solar powered lighting in 
the outdoor area. This project is located at the intersection of Goyco and Garzot Street,  
Naguabo, Puerto Rico, complies with: 

Check Project Criteria 

☐ 1. Street resurfacing.

☐ 2. Construction of gutters and sidewalks along existing roads.

☐ 3. Reconstruction or emergency repairs of existing buildings, facilities and
homes.

☒ 4. Rehabilitation of existing occupied single-family homes, and buildings;
provided that equipment storage or staging areas are not located on vacant
property harboring a wetland and/or forested vegetation and that the
lighting associated to the new facilities is not visible directly or indirectly from
a beach.

☐ 5. Demolition of dilapidated single-family homes or buildings; provided that the
demolition debris is disposed in certified receiving facilities; equipment
storage or staging areas are not located on vacant property harboring a
wetland and/or forested vegetation.

USFWS Self-Certification 
PR-CR-000178] 

http://www.fws.gov/caribbean/ES/Index.html


USFWS Self-Certification Form 

PR-CRP-001011 
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□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

6. Rebuilding of demolished single-family homes or buildings, provided that the
new construction is within the existing footprint of the previous structure
and/or within pre- existing grassed or paved areas, and that the lighting
associated to the new facilities are not visible directly or indirectly from a
beach.

7. Activities within existing Right of Ways (ROWs) of roads, bridges and highways,
when limited to actions that do not involve cutting native vegetation or
mayor earth moving; and are not located within, or adjacent to, drainages,
wetlands, or aquatic systems. These activities include the installation of
potable water and sanitary pipelines.

8. Improvements to existing recreational facilities, including the installation of
roofs to existing basketball courts, provided that the lighting associated to the 
facilities are not visible directly or indirectly from the beach. 

9. Construction of electric underground systems in existing towns and
communities, provided that the property is not a wetland area and the
lighting associated to the facilities are not visible directly or indirectly from
the beach.

l 0. Construction of facilities on vacant properties covered with grasses in urban
areas, provided that the lighting associated to the facilities are not visible 
directly or indirectly from the beach. 

11. Construction of houses, buildings or acquiring lands in urban areas covered
by grass for relocation of low-income families and/or facilities that have been
affected by weather conditions.

Date Angel G. L6pez-Guzm6n 
Deputy Director 
Permits and Environmental Compliance Division 

Puerto Rico Department of Housing 
Office of Disaster Recovery 
P.O. Box 21365 San Juan, PR 00928 
787-27 4-2527 ext. 4320

environmentcdbg@vivienda.pr.gov



USFWS Self-Certification 
PR-CR-001011

Attachments: 

1. Map of Project Area
2. Project Site Photos
3. Critical Habitat Map



Mejoras al Estacionamiento Publico del Municipio de Naguabo PR-
CRP-001011 Lat: 18.21237734, Lon: -65.73643706 
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Photograph 1

Photograph 2 

Attachment 2 - Project Site Photos
Mejoras al Estacionamiento Publico del Municipio de Naguabo, PR-CRP-001011
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Attachment 3-Mejoras al Estacionamiento Publico del Municipio de Naguabo PR-CRP-001011 
Critical Habitat for Threatened & Endangered Species [USFWS] USFWS self cert consultation
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USFWS Self-Certification 
PR-CRP-000744 

Self-Certification 

http://www.fws.gov/caribbean/ES/Index.html 

Endangered Species Act Certification 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Caribbean Ecological Services Field Office developed 
a Blanket Clearance Letter in compliance with Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended, and the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act for federally funded projects. 

The Service determined that projects in compliance with the following criteria are not 
likely to adversely affect federally listed species. 

The Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH) certifies the following project, 
Centro de Desarrollo Artístico y Cultural de Sabana Grande (PR-CRP-000744), 
consisting of the rehabilitation of the existing U-shaped Principal Building of the former 
Luis Muñoz Rivera School to house the Artistic and Cultural Center of Sabana Grande 
and the demolition of some elements, structures, and auxiliary buildings. The 
rehabilitation of the main building includes demolition of all existing windows, doors, 
and transoms to add new doors, glass transoms, and windows throughout the 
building interior and exterior walls. Also, the floors of the front offices on each corner of 
the building will be reconstructed to accommodate for the new ADA compliant 
bathrooms. The existing structures to be demolished in the project area are: 3 
gazebos (zinc roofs), a bathroom building (wood frame and zinc roof), a bathroom 
building (concrete and zinc roof), Building “B” (former kitchen & dining area) with 
concrete walls and zinc roof, Building “C” (concrete roof), Building “D” (concrete), 
Building “E” (concrete), Building “G” (concrete walls, zinc roof), Building “H” ( wood 
frame and zinc roof), Building “I” (concrete walls, zinc roof). Additionally, existing 
concrete slabs in the courtyard, fences, garbage area, stairs, ramps, and sidewalks 
throughout the property will be demolished. The project proposes the construction 
of a new wall enclosing the school’s courtyard with two metal gates, a covered 
stage with concrete roof, and the addition of bathrooms attached to this new wall. 
Additionally, new sidewalks, pavement for the courtyard, new benches, planters, and 
two new kiosks in front of the schoolhouse to the left side. New parking spaces 
including vehicular entrance and exit, three handicap spaces, and a ramp will be 
created behind the schoolhouse and Building F. The auxiliary concrete Building 
“F” behind the main schoolhouse to the right will remain and will be rehabilitated. To this 
end, exterior walls, fences, building additions, windows, and doors will be demolished 
to be substituted with new windows and doors. The overall changes to the campus 
include construction of new exterior fences replacing the existing ones with concrete 
low walls on the lower portion and geometric metal grilles top. Additionally, the existing 

about:blank


USFWS Self-Certification 
PR-CRP-000744 

pavements will be redone on the entire site and two existing kiosks will be demolished 
and rebuilt on one side of the front of the property changing the current symmetrical 
arrangement. All existing doors and windows inside the schoolhouse will be changed. 
The project located at Kilometer 41.6 of State Road PR-121, Sabana Grande, PR 
00637, coordinates 18.07727220, -66.96133829; and complies with: 

Check Project Criteria 

☐ 1. Street resurfacing.

☐ 2. Construction of gutters and sidewalks along existing roads.

☐ 3. Reconstruction or emergency repairs of existing buildings, facilities,
and homes.

☒ 4. Rehabilitation of existing occupied single-family homes, and
buildings; provided that equipment storage or staging areas are not
located on vacant property harboring a wetland and/or forested
vegetation and that the lighting associated to the new facilities is not
visible directly or indirectly from a beach.

☒ 5. Demolition of dilapidated single-family homes or buildings; provided
that the demolition debris is disposed in certified receiving facilities;
equipment storage or staging areas are not located on vacant
property harboring a wetland and/or forested vegetation.

☐ 6. Rebuilding of demolished single-family homes or buildings, provided
that the new construction is within the existing footprint of the previous
structure and/or within pre- existing grassed or paved areas, and that
the lighting associated to the new facilities are not visible directly or
indirectly from a beach.

☐ 7. Activities within existing Right of Ways (ROWs) of roads, bridges, and
highways, when limited to actions that do not involve cutting native
vegetation or mayor earth moving; and are not located within, or
adjacent to, drainages, wetlands, or aquatic systems. These activities
include the installation of potable water and sanitary pipelines.

☐ 8. Improvements to existing recreational facilities, including the
installation of roofs to existing basketball courts, provided that the
lighting associated to the facilities are not visible directly or indirectly
from the beach.
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9. Construction of electric underground systems in existing towns and

communities, provided that the property is not a wetland area and

the lighting associated to the facilities are not visible directly or

indirectly from the beach.

10. Construction of facilities on vacant properties covered wi+h grasses

in urban areas, provided that the lighting associated to the facilities

are not visible directly or indirectly from the beach.

11. Construction of houses, buildings or acquiring lands in urban areas

covered by grass for relocation of low-income families and/or facilities

that have been affected by weather conditions.

<F-//k. ^^z^^i

Angel G. Lopez-Guzman

Deputy Director
Permits and Environmental Compliance Division

Office of Disaster Recover/
Address: P.O. Box 21365 San Juan, PR 00928
Telephone and Ext: 787-274-2527 ext. 4320
Email; enyirQnmentcdba@vivienda.Dr.gov

Date
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Artístico y Cultural de Sabana Grande
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January 30, 2023

Edwin E Muñiz
Field Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
PO Box 491
Boquerón, Puerto Rico 00622

Email: caribbean_es@fws.gov

Dear Mr. Muñiz:

On behalf of the Municipality of Sabana Grande, we are requesting informal 
consultation under Section 7 (a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act (Act) (87 Stat. 
884, as amended; 16 United States Code 1531 et seq.), and in accordance with 
the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (47 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et 
seq.) for the proposed construction of a new arts and cultural center to be known 
as Centro de Desarrollo Artístico y Cultural de Sabana Grande .

This project will be located at kilometer 41.6 of State Road PR-121, Pueblo Ward
in the Municipality of Sabana Grande, Puerto Rico.
X: 144106.1036; Y: 227079.5719 Lat: 18.07727220; Lon: -66.96133829

FIGURE 1: PROJECT LOCATION

SOL.ROSARAMOS
Rectangle
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FIGURE 2: AERIAL PHOTO 

This project consists of the demolition of some elements of the former Luis Muñoz 
Rivera Elementary School and the rehabilitation of the existing U-shaped Principal 
Building as a new cultural and artistic development center. The project will occur 
within the same footprint of the former school. 

The existing elements to be demolished, using the mechanical method, in this 
project are:  

- Gazebos (3)  zinc roof
- Bathroom building  wood and zinc
- Bathroom building  concrete walls, zinc roof
- Building  concrete walls, zinc roof 
-  wood wall, concrete roof 
-  concrete 
-  concrete 
-  concrete 
-  concrete walls, zinc roof 
-  wood and zinc  
- - concrete walls, zinc roof 
- Concrete slabs, fences, stairs, ramps, and sidewalks throughout the property
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- Garbage area  
- Some exterior walls  
 
The rehabilitation of the existing U-shaped Principal Building will be carried out in 
accordance with current building codes. In addition to the rehabilitation of the 
building, this project includes the construction of:  
1. New bathrooms  
2. 59 parking spaces (3 for handicap), including vehicular entrance and exit  
3. Handicap ramp  
4. Sidewalks around the parcel  
5. New Interior and Exterior Plazas  
6. Two Kioskos  
7. Planters  
 

FIGURE 3: DEMOLITION PLAN 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

 
FIGURE 4: CONCEPTUAL DESIGN 

 
According to the Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) system, the 
proposed project lies within the range of the endangered Puerto Rican Boa 
(Chilabothrus inornatus).  IpaC shows no critical habitats at this location. 
(Appendix 1) 
 
A Biological Assessment was prepared on January 30, 2023, using IPaC. The 
assessment concluded that the area has no characteristics that suggest the 
possible presence of the Puerto Rican Boa. It consists of a disturbed parcel of land 
dominated by buildings and limited vegetation coverage. (Appendix 2). 
 
Based on the nature of the project, scope of work, information available, and a 
careful analysis of the IPAC lists, and the habitat and ecological evaluation of the 
site, we have made the following effects determinations: 
 

Name of the species  Effect Determination  
Conservation Measures 
that will be 
implemented 

Puerto Rican boa 
(Chilabothrus inornatus) 

No effect (NE) N/A 
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In order to complete the informal consultation process, we are requesting your 
concurrence for the NE determination included in this letter. Attached to this 
letter, we are including the documents used to reach our No-Effect determination 
for the listed species. If more information is required, please contact the 
undersigned jmcolonpadilla@gmail.com or (787)903-1208. 

Cordially.

Julia M. Colón Padilla. BS
Biologist

.





































USFWS Self-Certification 
[PR-CRP-000892] 

Self-Certification 

http://www.fws.gov/caribbean/ES/Index.html 

Endangered Species Act Certification 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Caribbean Ecological Services Field Office developed 
a Blanket Clearance Letter in compliance with Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended, and the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act for federally funded projects. 

The Service determined that projects in compliance with the following criteria are not 
likely to adversely affect federally listed species. 

The Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH) certifies that the following project 
Lajas Activity Center (PR-CRP-000892) consisting of new construction of a 
sports and community exercise facility with an athletic and walking field, roller 
skating and exercise areas, other recreation areas and meeting rooms for sports 
clinics, health, and related conference, landscape, and parking; located by Road 
PR-117 Km. 0.2, Lajas, PR 00667, coordinates 18.042252, -67.050132, complies with: 

Check Project Criteria 

☐ 1. Street resurfacing.

☐ 2. Construction of gutters and sidewalks along existing roads.

☐ 3. Reconstruction or emergency repairs of existing buildings, facilities
and homes.

☐ 4. Rehabilitation of existing occupied single-family homes, and
buildings; provided that equipment storage or staging areas are not
located on vacant property harboring a wetland and/or forested
vegetation and that the lighting associated to the new facilities is not
visible directly or indirectly from a beach.

☐ 5. Demolition of dilapidated single-family homes or buildings; provided
that the demolition debris is disposed in certified receiving facilities;
equipment storage or staging areas are not located on vacant
property harboring a wetland and/or forested vegetation.

http://www.fws.gov/caribbean/ES/Index.html
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6. Rebuilding of demolished single-family homes or buildings, provided

that the new construction is within the existing footprint of the previous

structure and/orwi+hin pre- existing grassed or paved areas, and that

the lighting associci+ed to the new facilities are not visible directly or

indirectly from a beach.

7. Activities within existing Right of Ways (ROWs) of roads, bridges and

highways, when limited to actions that do not involve cutting native

vege+a+ion or mayor earth moving; and are not located within, or

adjacent to, drainages, wetlands, or oqua+ic systems. These activities

include the installation of po+able water and sanitary pipelines.

8. Improvements to existing recreational facilities, including the

ins+alla+ion of roofs to existing basketball courts, provided that the

lighting associated to the facilities are not visible directly or indirectly

from the beach.

9. Construction of electric underground systems in existing towns and

communities, provided that the property is not d we+lond area and

the lighting associated to the facilities are not visible directly or

indirectly from the beach.

10. Construction of focili+ies on vacont properties covered with grasses

in urban areas, provided that the lighting associated to the focili+ies

ore not visible directly or indirectly from the beach.

11. Construction of houses, buildings or acquiring lands in urban areas

covered by grass for relocation of low-income families and/or facilities

that have been affected by weather conditions.

^ //1f^A. {p^vzM

Angel G. Lopez-Guzman

Deputy Director
Permits and Environmental Compliance Division

Office of Disaster Recovery
Address: P.O. Box 21365 San Juan, PR 00928
Telephone and Ext: 787-274-2527 ext. 4320
Email: environmentcdbq@vivienda.Dr.ciov
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Self-Certification 

http://www.fws.gov/caribbean/ES/Index.html 

Endangered Species Act Certification 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Caribbean Ecological Services Field Office developed 
a Blanket Clearance Letter in compliance with Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended, and the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act for federally funded projects. 

The Service determined that projects in compliance with the following criteria are not 
likely to adversely affect federally listed species. 

The Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH) certifies that the following project, 
Centro Multiuso Distrito Moca (PR-CRP-000670), consisting of the design and 
construction of a new two-story structure with an approximate area of 14, 995 
square feet with parking area. It will include a ballroom-style hall with seating 
capacity of about 625 persons or 300 persons in banquet-style accommodations, the 
stage, and corridors, respectively. In addition to classrooms with mobile walls 
and the main activity room, other complementary spaces are the kitchen, dining 
room, storage area, administration office, and bathrooms on each level. The spaces will 
be adapted to various disciplines, such as music, art, dance, and other cultural 
activities. The halls will also be used for classes of various sports, and spaces for the 
exhibition of art crafts. During emergency events, the activity center will be used as 
operation center to provide services to citizens and, distribution of supplies and 
necessities. It will be a resilient structure with a water cistern, electric generator, or a 
renewable energy system. A small structure on sit will be demolished. The project is 
located at Mario Medina St and Don Chemary St, Moca, PR 00676; coordinates 
18.392691, -67.111233; complies with:

Check Project Criteria 

☐ 1. Street resurfacing.

☐ 2. Construction of gutters and sidewalks along existing roads.

☐ 3. Reconstruction or emergency repairs of existing buildings, facilities,
and homes.

about:blank
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☐ 4. Rehabilitation of existing occupied single-family homes, and
buildings; provided that equipment storage or staging areas are not
located on vacant property harboring a wetland and/or forested
vegetation and that the lighting associated to the new facilities is not
visible directly or indirectly from a beach.

☒ 5. Demolition of dilapidated single-family homes or buildings; provided
that the demolition debris is disposed in certified receiving facilities;
equipment storage or staging areas are not located on vacant
property harboring a wetland and/or forested vegetation.

☐ 6. Rebuilding of demolished single-family homes or buildings, provided
that the new construction is within the existing footprint of the previous
structure and/or within pre- existing grassed or paved areas, and that
the lighting associated to the new facilities are not visible directly or
indirectly from a beach.

☐ 7. Activities within existing Right of Ways (ROWs) of roads, bridges, and
highways, when limited to actions that do not involve cutting native
vegetation or mayor earth moving; and are not located within, or
adjacent to, drainages, wetlands, or aquatic systems. These activities
include the installation of potable water and sanitary pipelines.

☐ 8. Improvements to existing recreational facilities, including the
installation of roofs to existing basketball courts, provided that the
lighting associated to the facilities are not visible directly or indirectly
from the beach.

☐ 9. Construction of electric underground systems in existing towns and
communities, provided that the property is not a wetland area and
the lighting associated to the facilities are not visible directly or
indirectly from the beach.

☒ 10. Construction of facilities on vacant properties covered with grasses
in urban areas, provided that the lighting associated to the facilities
are not visible directly or indirectly from the beach.
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a 11. Construction of houses/ buildings or acquiring lands in urban areas

covered by grass for relocation of low-income families and/or facilities

that have been affected by weather conditions.

^-/l^
Angel G. Lopez-Guzman

Deputy Director
Permits and Environmental Compliance Division

Office of Disaster Recovery
Address: P.O. Box 21365 San Juan,PR 00928
Telephone and Ext: 787-274-2527 ext. 4320
Email: environmentcdba@vivienda.pr.aov

/..<!4 Z^ 2 G-^

Date



 

Attachment 1 
Location Map 

Critical Habitat Map 

Wetlands Map 

  



I .. r c r w  ...- "' - , , .  x , •.., " '  ..,,-., r .,,,. . . .  .,....  ;c :,::   ,- - - - - - '  
w E 

0 0.005 0.01 0.02 

1: 1,000 
0,03 0,04 

Miles 

Location Map PR-CRP-000670 Centro Multiuso Distrito Moca 

ArcG1s· 

SITE

C o o r d i n a t e s  1 8 . 3 9 2 6 9 1 ,  - 6 7 . 1 1 1 2 3 3



USFWS Self-Certification 
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Self-Certification 
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Endangered Species Act Certification 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Caribbean Ecological Services Field Office developed 
a Blanket Clearance Letter in compliance with Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended, and the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act for federally funded projects. 

The Service determined that projects in compliance with the following criteria are not 
likely to adversely affect federally listed species. 

The Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH) certifies that the following project, 
Plaza de Recreo (PR-CRP-000742), consisting of improvements to the “Plaza 
Pública José A. Busigo” within the same footprint, including demolition and 
reconstruction of the following elements: sidewalks around the Plaza, parking 
spots located north and south of the San Isidro Catholic Church, bench areas, 
José Antonio Sepúlveda's pavilion platform, concrete and ceramic floor slabs, 
planters, concrete catch basin and swales around the plaza, stairs, and access 
ramps to the Plaza rebuilt to current building codes; located at Road #364 and 
Betances St, Sabana Grande, PR 00637; coordinates 18.079472, -66.960000; complies 
with: 

Check Project Criteria 

☐ 1. Street resurfacing.

☐ 2. Construction of gutters and sidewalks along existing roads.

3. Reconstruction or emergency repairs of existing buildings, facilities,
and homes.

☐ 4. Rehabilitation of existing occupied single-family homes, and
buildings; provided that equipment storage or staging areas are not
located on vacant property harboring a wetland and/or forested
vegetation and that the lighting associated to the new facilities is not
visible directly or indirectly from a beach.

☒

about:blank
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☒ 5. Demolition of dilapidated single-family homes or buildings; provided
that the demolition debris is disposed in certified receiving facilities;
equipment storage or staging areas are not located on vacant
property harboring a wetland and/or forested vegetation.

☐ 6. Rebuilding of demolished single-family homes or buildings, provided
that the new construction is within the existing footprint of the previous
structure and/or within pre- existing grassed or paved areas, and that
the lighting associated to the new facilities are not visible directly or
indirectly from a beach.

☐ 7. Activities within existing Right of Ways (ROWs) of roads, bridges, and
highways, when limited to actions that do not involve cutting native
vegetation or mayor earth moving; and are not located within, or
adjacent to, drainages, wetlands, or aquatic systems. These activities
include the installation of potable water and sanitary pipelines.

☒ 8. Improvements to existing recreational facilities, including the
installation of roofs to existing basketball courts, provided that the
lighting associated to the facilities are not visible directly or indirectly
from the beach.

☐ 9. Construction of electric underground systems in existing towns and
communities, provided that the property is not a wetland area and
the lighting associated to the facilities are not visible directly or
indirectly from the beach.

☐ 10. Construction of facilities on vacant properties covered with grasses
in urban areas, provided that the lighting associated to the facilities
are not visible directly or indirectly from the beach.

☐ 11. Construction of houses, buildings or acquiring lands in urban areas
covered by grass for relocation of low-income families and/or facilities
that have been affected by weather conditions.
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Angel G. Lopez-Guzman Date

Deputy Director
Permits and Environmental Compliance Division

Office of Disaster Recovery
Address: P.O. Box 21365 San Juan, PR 00928
Telephone and Exh 787-274-2527 ext. 4320
Email: environmen+cdbQ@vivienda.Dr.aov
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USFWS Self-Certification 
[Case Number] 

Self-Certification 

http://www.fws.gov/caribbean/ES/Index.html 

Endangered Species Act Certification 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Caribbean Ecological Services Field Office developed 
a Blanket Clearance Letter in compliance with Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended, and the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act for federally funded projects. 

The Service determined that projects in compliance with the following criteria are not 
likely to adversely affect federally-listed species. 

The Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH) certifies that the following 
project Demolición y Construcción Plaza del Mercado (PR-CRP-000521), consisting 
of the demolition of the existing structure of approximately 9,131 square feet, to make 
way for a new construction made of 6 small sales outlets "kiosks", bathroom facilities, 
reforestation and green areas, a fountain at facility entrance, fixed mobiliary, 
construction of sidewalks and access ramps in compliance with ADA regulations; 
located on José Pérez Soler Street, with San Carlos Street, Quebradillas, PR 00678, 
coordinates 18.472044, -66.938416, complies with: 

Check Project Criteria 

☐ 1. Street resurfacing.

☐ 2. Construction of gutters and sidewalks along existing roads.

☐ 3. Reconstruction or emergency repairs of existing buildings, facilities
and homes.

☐ 4. Rehabilitation of existing occupied single-family homes, and
buildings; provided that equipment storage or staging areas are not
located on vacant property harboring a wetland and/or forested
vegetation and that the lighting associated to the new facilities is not
visible directly or indirectly from a beach.

☒ 5. Demolition of dilapidated single-family homes or buildings; provided
that the demolition debris is disposed in certified receiving facilities;
equipment storage or staging areas are not located on vacant
property harboring a wetland and/or forested vegetation.

http://www.fws.gov/caribbean/ES/Index.html
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6. Rebuilding of demolished single-family homes or buildings, provided

that the new construction is within the existing footprint of the previous

structure and/or within pre- existing grassed or paved areas, and that

the lighting associated to the new facilities are not visible direc+ly or

indirectly from a beach.

7. Activities wi+hin existing Right of Ways (ROWs) of roads, bridges and

highways, when limited to actions that do not involve cutting native

vegetation or mayor earth moving; and are not located within, or

adjacent to, drainages/ wetlands, or aquatic systems. These activities

include the installation of potable water and sanitary pipelines.

8. Improvements to existing recreational facilities, including the

installation of roofs to existing basketball courts, provided that the

lighting associated to the facilities are not visible directly or indirectly

from the beach.

9. Construction of electric underground systems in existing towns and

communities, provided that the property is not a wetland area and

the lighting associated to the facilities are not visible directly or

indirectly from the beach.

10. Construction of facilities on vacant properties covered with grasses

in urban areas, provided that the lighting associated to the facilities

are not visible directly or indirectly from the beach.

11. Construction of houses, buildings or acquiring lands in urban areas

covered by grass for relocation of low-income families and/or facilities

that have been affected by weather conditions.

Angel G. Lopez-Guzman
Deputy Director

Permits and Environmental Compliance Division

Office of Disaster Recover/
Address: P.O. Box 21365 San Juan, PR 00928
Telephone and Ext: 787-274-2527 ext. 4320
Email: environmentcdbg@V!vienda,pr.gov
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GOVERNMENT OF PUERTO RICO
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
Executive Director  |  Carlos A. Rubio Cancela  |  carubio@prshpo.pr.gov

Friday, September 13, 2024

269 Avenida Ponce de León, San Juan, PR, 00917

Lauren B Poche

SHPO-CF-09-09-24-01 PR-CRP-000742 (Sabana Grande), Plaza de Recreo Project

Dear Ms. Poche,

We acknowledge receipt of your submittal letter, updated design plans and archaeological
monitoring plan, dated September 9, 2024, regarding the above referenced project.
After a review of all the documentation provided, the PRSHPO concurs with your
determination that the proposed project will have no adverse effect on historic properties for
this undertaking conditioned to archaeological monitoring during ground disturbing activities
for the project. The plan is deemed acceptable, and we concur with its implementation.
Please note that should the Agency discover other historic properties at any point during
project implementation, you should notify the SHPO immediately. If you have any questions
concerning our comments, do not hesitate to contact our Office.

State Historic Preservation Officer

Carlos A. Rubio Cancela

Sincerely,

CARC/GMO/ EVR

787.721.3737 oech.pr.gov

Cuartel de Ballajá (Tercer Piso), Calle Norzagaray, Esq. Beneficencia, Viejo San Juan, PR 00901 | PO Box 9023935, San Juan, PR 00902-3935



 

 

 
April 30, 2024 
 
Arch. Carlos A. Rubio Cancela 
Executive Director 
Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office 
Cuartel de Ballajá, Third Floor 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00901 
 
 
Re: Authorization to Submit Documents for Consultation  
 
 
Dear Arch. Rubio Cancela,  
 
The U.S. Department of Housing (HUD) approved the allocations of Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG-DR) funds on February 9, 2018. It also approved the 
allocation of Community Development Block Grant Mitigation (CDBG-MIT) funds on 
January 27, 2020. The purpose of these allocations is to address unsatisfied needs as a 
result of Hurricanes Irma and Maria in September 2017; and to carry out strategic and 
high-impact activities to mitigate disaster risks and reduce future losses.  
 
To comply with the environmental requirements established by HUD, the Department of 
Housing of Puerto Rico (PRDOH) contracted Horne Federal LLC to provide environmental 
review services, among others, that will support the objectives of the agenda for both 
CDBG-DR and CDBG -MIT Programs.  
 
To expedite the processes, Horne Federal LLC, is authorized to submit to the State Historic 
Preservation Officer, documentation of projects related to both the CDBG-DR and 
CDBG-MIT on behalf of PRDOH. 
 
Cordially,  
 
 
 
Aldo A. Rivera Vázquez, PE 
Director 
Division of Environmental Permitting and Compliance 
Office of Disaster Recovery 
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September 9, 2024 

 
Carlos A. Rubio Cancela 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office 
Cuartel de Ballajá (Tercer Piso) 
San Juan, PR 00902-3935 
 

 
Puerto Rico Disaster Recovery, CDBG-DR City Revitalization (City-Rev) Program 

Re: SHPO-CF-05-08-24-09 – PR-CRP-000742, Plaza de Recreo Project, Sabana 
Grande, Puerto Rico – Design Adjustments and Archaeological Monitoring Plan 
Submission – No Adverse Effect, Conditioned 

 
Dear Architect Rubio Cancela,  

 

On behalf of the Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH), we thank you for your letter dated 

June 7, 2024 in regards to the proposed renovations regarding the proposed Sabana Grande Plaza 

de Recreo Project. The letter began by stating that “the Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation 

Office considers all town centers, beginning with, but not limited to, the plaza “spaces” and the 

streets that conform it, to be eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places under 

the criteria A - Association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 

patterns of our history and criteria C - Embodiment of the distinctive characteristics of a type, period 

and method of construction as urban development. These cores, their urban grid (blocks and 

streets) and their relationship with the built and open spaces are associated with each town’s 

founding, its development and history.” 

 

Concerns regarding the proposed design were raised in the received letter as previous interventions 

were made to the plaza without consideration of the historical resource and its context, and those 

changes affect the relationship as an open space with its context. Specifically: 

 

These include creating parking areas inside the limits of the square, designs that do not 

acknowledge the history or the relationship with the square and its surroundings, and the 

construction of a stage with bathrooms, a building within the open space. The proposed 

project, instead of improving these interventions, contributes to perpetuating the lack of  
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consideration to the historical spatial value of the urban square. The PRSHPO would like to 

emphasize that all interventions carried out on the Plaza de Recreo of Sabana Grande must 

comply with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, explicitly, Standards 

9 and 10.  

 

We wish to highlight the following recommendations provided by the Standards for 

Rehabilitation:  

1.  It is necessary to identify, retain, and preserve landscape features that are 

important in defining the overall historic character of the setting.  

2.  The new design needs to retain the historic relationship between buildings and 

landscape features in the setting.  

3.  When introducing new construction, it must be visually compatible in terms of 

size, scale, design, material, or color, to not destroy the historic relationships on 

the site, or damage or destroy important landscape features, such as replacing a 

lawn with paved parking areas or removing mature trees.  

4.  It is not recommended to add a new building or landscape feature that is visually 

or otherwise incompatible with the setting’s historic character. 

 

As a result of this letter, the Municipality of Sabana Grande requested an in-person site visit with 

PRSHPO staff to discuss the proposed undertaking and address changes. Staff from the Grant 

Manager, HORNE Puerto Rico, and the Region 1 Program Manager, Tetra Tech, also attended the site 

visit. The above concerns were discussed in depth between the stakeholders, and the results were 

addressed by the municipality’s designer in the attached revised plan drawing (Attachment 1). These 

changes to the originally submitted design include the change to a more reserved pattern on the 

plaza floor from the abstract pattern to a centered herringbone pattern between the stage and 

church, the removal of the permanent kiosk, and the areas on the sides of the San Isidro Church will 

remain as is.   

Based on the updated changes, the Program believes that a determination of “No Adverse Effect” is 

appropriate for this undertaking, conditioned to archaeological monitoring for all ground disturbing 

activities. An archaeological monitoring plan has been prepared and is attached to this submission 

for review and approval of appropriateness for implementation.   
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Please contact me with any questions or concerns by email at lauren.poche@horne.com or phone 

at 225-405-7676.  

Kindest regards,  

 

 

Lauren Bair Poche. M.A. 
Architectural Historian, EHP Senior Manager 
Attachments 

mailto:lauren.poche@horne.com
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 ICP-PAE: SD-23-531 

Archaeological Monitoring and Protection Plan 
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Archaeologist – Tetra Tech Inc. 

Sharon Meléndez Ortiz, MA 

Archaeologist - Contractor – HORNE PR 
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I. Preamble
The Municipality of Sabana Grande is seeking Community Development Block Grant disaster recovery
funds financed by the federal Department of Housing and Urban Development due to damage
received by the 2017 Hurricanes Irma and Maria. The Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH)
has established an Agreement between PRDOH and the Municipality of Sabana Grande for the City
Revitalization Program as part of the Community Development Block Grant for Disaster Recovery
(CDBG-DR) Program. The municipality proposes the demolition and reconstruction of Sabana
Grande’s “Plaza Pública José A. Busigo” (Figure 1). The State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO)
agreed with an Archaeological Monitoring of the project activities while the Institute of Puerto Rican
Culture (IPRC) consultation is ongoing.

Figure 1: Area of Potential Effect (APE) and Visual APE (From López Schmid and Muñoz-Pando 
2024:16). 
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The objectives of this archaeological monitoring and protection plan are: (1) to establish the protocol 
to be followed in archaeological monitoring; (2) to establish the protocol to be followed if previously 
unknown resources are identified; (3) to establish the protocol to be followed if there are any 
unexpected or previously unanticipated adverse effects; (4) to locate, evaluate and document 
archaeological resources during project development; (5) to recover as much archaeological 
information as possible during excavation and construction; (6) to conserve and enhance the value of 
the archaeological resources located and documented; (7) in the event that the archaeological 
resource cannot be conserved in situ, to conserve it through documentation (preservation by record); 
and (8) to monitor the effect of the vibration caused by project activities to the surrounding historic 
buildings.  
 
This document complies with applicable federal and state laws, regulations, and guidelines, and is 
consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's (SOI) Guidelines for Archeological Documentation, the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation's (ACHP) recommendations on the recovery of significant 
information from archaeological sites as updated in 2009, and Regulation #8932 of the Institute of 
Puerto Rican Culture (ICP). The plan was prepared by archaeologist Roberto G. Muñoz-Pando, who 
meets the Professional Qualifications Standards set forth in 36 CFR Part 61 and archaeologist Sharon 
Melédez Ortiz who also meets the Professional Qualifications Standards set forth in 36 CFR Part 61 
and furthermore is listed as an archaeologist by the Council for the Protection of Earth Archaeological 
Heritage (Council) to conduct Phase I, Phase II, and Phase III studies. 
 

 

II. Project Description 

 

The Municipality of Sabana Grande proposes the demolition and reconstruction of the “Plaza Pública 

José A. Busigo” within the same footprint. The existing elements to be demolished, using the 

mechanical method, in this project area include: the sidewalks around the Plaza, parking spots 

(regular and handicapped parking) located north and south of the San Isidro Catholic Church, bench 

areas, the platform of José Antonio Sepúlveda's pavilion. Additionally, the concrete and ceramic 

floor slabs, planters, concrete catch basin and swales around the plaza, stairs, and ramps for 

handicapped access to the Plaza will be razed. All these elements will be rebuilt to current building 

codes and otherwise relocated. The anticipated ground disturbance depth for demolition and 

construction activities is 3 feet according to the current proposed design. 

The new design proposes a clean new and improved vision of the Plaza. These new elements will 

include the construction of improved and level sidewalks around the Plaza, Re-pavement and marking 

of parking spaces around the plaza on north and south of the San Isidro Catholic Church, new bench 

areas, a new platform, new concrete flooring at the plaza, new planters, reconstruction and leveling 

of all curbs around the plaza, reconstruction of stairs accessing the plaza as well as handicap ramps 

into the sidewalks and plaza. Construction of a new kiosk, and the replacement of luminaries to use 

solar poles. The two existing monuments in the Plaza “Doña Monserrate Montalvo” and “El Soldado” 
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will be removed prior to the start of the project, kept in a safe place, and once the project is 

completed, they will be relocated to the Plaza. This project will not impact the San Isidro Labrador 

Catholic Church, including the steps leading up to it, nor the gardens on either side of the structure. 

Prior to any action, a protective fence will be established around the church so that demolition and 

construction work will not affect it. Temporary and safe access for visitors will also be provided 

during project development. 

The architectural modernization of the square with its renewed green areas and the redistribution of 

its areas is expected to increase the number of residents who will visit the urban area of the 

Municipality. The redistribution of space will improve the flow of people and the optimization of its 

areas to celebrate public activities for a greater number of people than it can currently accommodate. 

The redevelopment would include the sidewalk around the San Isidro Labrador Catholic Church and 

the existing floor of the Plaza. Attached to the Plaza de Recreo, is the Plaza de la Recordación, which 

was built and located to the south of the public square, this square is designed remembering the old 

Vicente Soltero School that was located in that place and the front and side of it were in arches. This 

square has a set of architectural aspects and vegetation that are expected to be part of the new 

general design of the square, unifying its visual aspect.  

Part of the project would be for the public plaza and the plaza of remembrance to come together to 

form an economic corridor. With the construction of the new pavilion, it is proposed to leave an open 

space on the wall on the west side to achieve an effect that the Church can be observed as a photo 

frame. One of the main functions of the temple is the celebration of the Petate Festival. Regarding 

the statues of the Petate Weaver and the Veterans Monument, they will not be removed from the 

Plaza and will form an integral part of the new design of the Recreation Plaza. Additionally, the 

Recreation Plaza will have a kiosk for the sale of natural juices, ice creams, and fruits. 

 

III. Archaeological Potential and Historic Properties 

 
The information below is taken from the Section 106 NHPA Effect Determination Form completed by 
architect María F. López Schmid and archaeologist Roberto G. Muñoz-Pando in 2024. 

Existing information on previously identified historic properties has been reviewed to determine if 

any such properties are located within the APE of this undertaking. The review of this existing 

information, by a Program contracted Historic Preservation Specialist meeting the Secretary of the 

Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards (36 CFR Part 61), is presented in this section of the form.  

There are 2 known previously identified cultural resource sites within the project area. [1] The 

“Iglesia San Isidro el Labrador y Santa María de la Cabeza” is 0.03 miles east of the project area and 

its ID numbers are SG 0200019 and SE-29. Its importance is due to Historic/ Infrastructure/ Religious 

context, and it is included in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). [2] The “Plaza Pública 

Sabana Grande José A. Busigo” is located at coordinates 18.079460, -66.95999 (it is the APE). The 
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space reserved for the plaza dates back to the year 1814 when seventy acres of land were donated 

to establish the town. The buildings that shape the space were fully established around 1910. The 

archaeological potential of this plaza is considered moderate since even though the projected 

ground disturbance for this undertaking is located on the same general area as previous ground 

disturbances [See Maps section for spatial references of the location of the archaeological sites], the 

plaza itself has been there for a significant amount of time and further excavations may uncover 

new information on its layout prior to the available aerial imagery of the 1930s. Also, the plaza and 

its surroundings, being on the general central area of the early town, makes it probable that they 

can contain information about early colonial occupation of the city of Sabana Grande.  

 

Table 1- Historic Sites with archaeological potential within the APE 

 

Name ID Numbers Description Distance/ 

Direction 

NRHP 

Status 

Iglesia San 

Isidro el 

Labrador y 

Santa María 

de la 

Cabeza 

SG 0200019 

and SE-29 

Its 

importance is 

due to 

Historic/ 

Infrastructure

/ Religious 

context 

0.03 miles 

east 

Included 

Plaza 

Pública 

Sabana 

Grande 

José A. 

Busigo 

No data Dates to 

around the 

founding of 

the town 

circa 1814 

0.0 Miles 

(It is the 

APE) 

Eligible 
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Figure 2: Project (Parcel) Location with location of sites with Archaeological Potential (From López Schmid and 
Muñoz-Pando 2024:22). 

 

There are six known previously performed cultural resource surveys within the quarter-mile buffer of the 

APE. There is one known previously performed cultural resource surveys in 1988 by Osvaldo García Goyco 

within a quarter-mile radius of the project area that turned out with positive results that were bricks out 

of context. [1] In 1988, Osvaldo García Goyco led a Phase 1B investigation that came out positive for cultural 

resources when some brick fragments out of context were found. This cultural resource survey was titled 

“Sanitary Sewer System for Rayo Community (Las Guaras) and Minillas,” located 0.23 miles southwest of 

the APE, and with ID Codes EAP 3725 and ICP/ CAT-SD-88-01-05. The other five previously performed 

archaeological surveys within the quarter mile buffer of the APE yielded negative results.  
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The Sabana Grande Public Plaza has been redesigned numerous times since its delimitation in the early 

1800s. The aerial photographs of the plaza shown below (Figures 3 to 6) demonstrate that the plaza 

area has been subject to ground disturbance at least in three separate occasions since its original 

delimitation circa 1910. In the 1930’s photo (Figure 3) some different architectural patterns can be seen 

when compared to the 1975 photo (Figure 4). Architectural elements associated with earlier gardens, 

surfaces with different finishes, perimeter walls, among others can be found during project activities. 

 

 

See below the aerial images showing the evolution of the Sabana Grande Public Plaza in the 1930s 

(Figure 3; below, left) and then in 1975 (Figure 4; below, right).  

                    
 

The 1993 aerial image of the Public Plaza of Sábana Grande (Figure 5; below, left) shows a different 
design from the 1975 aerial image and the 1990s design remains today (Figure 6; below, right). 

 

                     

The program finds that the project area would benefit by an archaeological monitoring during the 

process to prevent potential damage to the present archaeological sites and historic structures as well 

as to prevent the potential destruction of any unexpected finds. The areas archaeological potential is 

moderate, and the program considers that an archaeological monitoring would be the best alternative 

for preserving any potential information unearthed during any ground disturbing activities. 
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IV. Archaeological Monitoring Procedure 

 
The monitoring activities can be divided into three groups: activities before the project begins, activities 
during construction, and post-construction activities. Monitoring is limited to activities that entail 
demolition, excavations, and earth movements. Reconstruction activities that do not entail excavations 
or earth movements do not require an archaeological monitor. 
 

A. Before Demolition Begins 

1. The Construction Manager (CM) will notify the Project Manager (PM), Grant Manager (GM), and Monitor 

of the proposed activities' start date. The PM is responsible for coordination between the CM and the SOI-

qualified archaeologist who will oversee the monitoring (Monitor). The GM shall notify the SHPO and PAE 

of the construction start date and the archaeology company charged with implementing this Plan. 
 

2. Before any demolition or construction begins, the construction crew, inspectors, the GM, and Monitor 
will have a kickoff meeting to discuss the procedure for archaeological monitoring, including the 
coordination protocol between the Monitor and the Contractor. The Monitor will provide an orientation 
on the area's cultural resources and potential resources and their proper treatment. The Monitor will also 
explain which demolition activities require archaeological monitoring. 

3. The CM, PM, and construction crew will complete and sign a statement outlining the activities that may 
not be performed without the Monitor's presence, demonstrating their understanding and commitment 
to following the archaeological monitoring procedures. 

4. The monitor shall document the NRHP-eligible or listed historic properties located within the direct and 
visual APE through detailed descriptions and photos. This data must be included in the final report and 
should be compared with the conditions of the properties after the project is completed. This 
documentation shall be included as an appendix to the first weekly report. This report will be submitted 
to the PAE with the first monthly report. 

B. During Demolition and Reconstruction 

1. The Monitor shall be in the field during all project activities involving demolition and ground disturbance; 
access and clear sightlines to all demolition and excavation activities and debris removal will be 
provided to the Monitor. 

2. The Monitor shall provide instructions directly to the construction field personnel concerning how to 
proceed when there is a potential to impact an archaeological resource. The construction field 
personnel will abide by these requests: excavate slowly, stop the excavation work to evaluate a finding, 
etc. 

3. The Monitor shall: 

a. Keep a record of monitored activities.  

b. Fill out the Daily Record of Activities Form (see Appendix A). These Forms will be attached to 
the final memo report as an appendix. These forms should be sent weekly to the GM for review. 
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4. The Monitor shall:  

a. Document all the archaeological remains identified during construction activities, except for 
historically significant findings (refer to IV.B.6 below). The documentation shall include a 
detailed description of the discovery, context, horizontal and vertical provenience, photos, and 
drawings, if necessary. The monitor shall include the location of the identified remains in a plan 
drawing. This documentation shall be done within a reasonable amount of time, trying not to 
impact the project schedule as much as possible.  

b. Any subsurface feature may be demolished and removed after being documented by the Monitor 

and approved by the GM. The information recorded will be included in the final report.  
c. The documentation may require extending the contractor excavations to expose and define the 

finds. Associated stratigraphy will be documented and representative samples of associated 
artifactual material will be recovered. For structural remains, construction materials and 
techniques will be documented.  The controlled units may vary in size according to the nature 
and dimensions of the archaeological find.  These will be excavated by strata, cultural or natural, 
with vertical and horizontal control.  When warranted, the removed soil will be sifted through 
¼ inch mesh. The recovered artifactual material will be bagged and labeled by specific origin. It 
shall proceed in accordance with the protocol included in item B-7. 

 
5. A monthly report will be prepared, including photos of the area of interest.  The report shall be emailed 

to the GM during the week following the month in which the monitoring was conducted. The PRDOH 
or the GM on behalf of PRDOH will be responsible for submitting the report to the SHPO and the PAE. 

6. If the identified archaeological remains are considered historically significant– i.e., complex structures or 
stratified deposits – the Monitor shall instruct the construction crew to (1) immediately cease work in 
the vicinity of the discovery, (2) take all reasonable measures to avoid or minimize harm to the property, 
and (3) notify the PM, CM, and GM. The GM shall immediately notify the PAE and the  SHPO, per 
stipulation III.B.1.b. of the PA. The following protocol shall be followed: 

a. The Monitor shall make a preliminary assessment of the finding. The assessment shall include 
a description of the discovery, location, horizontal and vertical extent (if known), context, 
photographs, and drawings, as deemed necessary. The assessment shall also include a work 
plan for implementing an NRHP-eligibility evaluation of the historically significant remains. 

b. The assessment and NRHP-eligibility evaluation work plan shall be submitted via email to the PM 
and GM within 24 hours of the discovery. The GM will comment on the work plan within 24 
hours of receiving it. 

c. The Monitor shall implement the work plan after receiving the GM's authorization to proceed. 
After completing the fieldwork, the Monitor shall prepare an End of Field Report, summarizing 
the results. Said report should include an NRHP-eligibility determination. The End of Field 
Report shall be submitted via email to the PM and GM within 48 hours after completing the 
fieldwork. 

d. The GM shall notify the PAE and the SHPO of the NRHP-eligibility determination. 

i. If the finding is not eligible to the NRHP, the GM shall notify the PAE and the SHPO and 
provide supporting documentation. Construction activities may resume under 
archaeological monitoring unless the SHPO or PAE disagrees with the NRHP 
determination and makes a timely objection within 48 hours of the notification. 

ii. If the finding is eligible to the NRHP, the criteria of adverse effect shall be applied. If 
the project activities do not adversely affect the finding, the GM shall notify the PAE 
and the SHPO and provide supporting documentation. Construction activities may 
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resume under archaeological monitoring unless the SHPO or the PAE makes a timely 
objection within 48 hours of the notification. 

iii. If the project activities have an adverse effect on the NRHP-eligible finding, a Data 
Recovery will be implemented as a Treatment Measure per Appendix F of the PA. 
The Monitor shall develop a data recovery plan with a research design consistent with 
the Secretary of the Interior's Guidelines for Archeological Documentation 
(http://www.nps.gov/history/locallaw/arch_ stnds_7.htm) and the ACHP's 
recommendations on the recovery of significant information from archaeological sites 
as updated in 2009, at 
https://www.achp.gov/protectinghistoricproperties/Section_106_A rchaeology_ 
Guidance, and Regulation #8932 The data recovery plan shall be submitted via email 
to the GM for comments. The GM shall be responsible for submitting the data 
recovery plan to the SHPO and PAE for comments and approval. This treatment 
measure does not apply to burials or human remains (refer to section IV, letter D 
of this work plan). 

 

 

7. If any additional construction activities are added or design changes are made after the project has begun, 

the CM and PM, prior to performing the work, shall inform the GM and the Monitor.  The Monitor, in 

conjunction with GM, shall evaluate these activities and apply the adverse effect criteria. If it is determined 

that the effect is adverse, the archaeologist will provide recommendations on how to avoid, minimize, or 

mitigate the adverse effect.  These recommendations will be consulted with the SHPO prior to 

implementation.   The SHPO will have 15 days to comment on the recommendations.  If no communication 

is received within that time frame it will be assumed that the SHPO has no objection and concurs with the 

recommendations outlined. 

 

8. If during construction activities a historic property is affected in an unanticipated manner, the CM shall 

stop work immediately, and inform the PM, GM and Monitor.  The Monitor, in conjunction with GM, shall 

evaluate the unanticipated effects and apply the adverse effect criteria within no more than 24 hours. If 

the effect is determined to be adverse, the Monitor and GM will provide recommendations on how to 

avoid, minimize, or mitigate such adverse effects. The GM shall consult with the SHPO and the PAE on the 

recommendations prior to implementation.   The SHPO will have 48 hours to comment on the 

recommendations.  If no communication is received within that timeframe, it will be understood that the 

SHPO and the PAE has no objection and concurs with the recommendations outlined. 

 

9. If architectural features are found, as far as possible, the finding should be preserved and protected, and 
every effort should be made to adapt the design of the project and avoid negative impact to the finding. 

10. Processing of archaeological artifacts, if any, will be conducted concurrently with the field work. A 
summary of these activities shall be included in the monthly report. Artifacts shall be curated and 
processed in accordance with the standards set forth in 36 CFR Part 79 Curation of Federally-Owned and 
Administered Archaeological Collections. 

a. Artifacts shall be washed and sorted. Materials such as ceramics, lithics, shell, bone, glass, metal, and 
others, should be subject to general analysis considering aspects such as material, manufacture, 
style, function, type, variety, use, and others. Due to their nature, some of these materials require 

http://www.nps.gov/history/locallaw/arch_%20stnds_7.htm
https://www.achp.gov/protectinghistoricproperties/Section_106_Archaeology_%20Guidance
https://www.achp.gov/protectinghistoricproperties/Section_106_Archaeology_%20Guidance
https://www.achp.gov/protectinghistoricproperties/Section_106_Archaeology_%20Guidance
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specialized analysis such as studies of malacology, zooarchaeology, bioarchaeology, among others, 
which should be carried out by specialists. The classification scheme used in the classification will be 
chosen by the archaeologist according to the context, type of material recovered and previous 
experience.  The classification scheme shall be referenced with available bibliographic references.  

b. The materials laboratory shall include a quantitative, qualitative, and comparative analysis of all 
archaeological materials recovered during archaeological monitoring. An inventory of artifacts by 
category, and a catalog of artifacts by material type shall be prepared. 

c. Photographic documentation shall be made of representative artifacts in the collection. 

d. If necessary, documentary research will be conducted for analysis and interpretation of artifacts and 
other finds. 

e. Samples from strata or from cultural elements must be properly packaged, labeled, and preserved. 
The data resulting from their analysis must be included in the final report. 

 
C. After Construction Ends 

 

1. Upon the completion of archaeological monitoring, the PM and GM shall be notified. The estimated date 
of delivery of the final report shall be indicated in the said notification. 

2. The Monitor shall again document the historic properties located within the project’s area of potential 
effects. The condition of the properties should be compared with those documented at the beginning of 
the project. This documentation shall be included in the final technical report. 

3. The Monitor shall prepare an Archaeological Supervision End of Field Report, which shall include the main 
findings and their location, the methodology used for their excavation and documentation, conclusions 
on the effectiveness of the archaeological supervision, the integrity and importance of the archaeological 
resources discovered, meritorious protection aspects and clear recommendations as to the course of 
action to be followed. It should also include the date of delivery of the Final Report. This report will be 
delivered to the GM. The GM shall be responsible for submitting it to the SHPO and the PAE. The report 
shall be submitted to the GM no later than two (2) weeks after completing the archaeological monitoring 
work. The GM shall submit the report to the SHPO and PAE no later than one (1) week after receiving it. 

4. A Final Archaeological Monitoring Report shall be prepared and submitted by the date stipulated in the 
End of Field Report. This report shall include a description of the work performed, the construction 
activities that were archaeologically monitored, and documentation of unexpected finds, if any. It should 
also include final documentation of the condition of the properties along with a comparison of the final 
condition of the structures to the initial condition.  The report shall comply with Article 10 Section 8 of 
Regulation #8932, which outlines the content and format it should have.  

a. If the Final Archaeological Monitoring Report cannot be delivered on the established date, an 
extension of time will be requested from the Council, indicating the reasons why the report 
cannot be delivered.  The request for extension shall be submitted, to the extent possible, fifteen 
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(15) working days prior to the established date. The Council shall reply within fifteen (15) working 
days, in accordance with the provisions of Article 10 Section 7 of Regulation #8932, setting a final 
deadline for the delivery of the report. The request for extension of time must be copied to the 
SHPO. 

5. The Principal Investigator will be responsible for retaining his or her original field notes, digital 
photographs, expert reports, drawings, maps and any other digital photographs, expert reports, drawings, 
maps, and any other documents associated with the study conducted (including digital files) and shall 
ensure future reference by other researchers for future reference. If unable to keep these documents, 
the archaeologist shall deliver them to the PAE.   

D. Human Remains 

If human remains are discovered, the protocol established in Stipulation III.B.1.c. of the PA and IPRC Regulation 
#8932, must be followed:  

1. Stop work immediately. 

2. Notify the local law enforcement office and coroner/medical examiner following applicable 
Commonwealth statute(s).  

3. Protect the remains from any harm.  

4. The GM shall be responsible for notifying the SHPO and PAE within twenty-four (24) hours of identifying 
human remains. 

5. The services of a physical anthropologist or specialist in bioarchaeology will be required. 
 

D. Professional Qualifications 

 
The Monitor must meet the minimum Secretary of the Interior Professional Qualifications Standards 
for Archaeology established in 36CFR Part 61. These are: a graduate degree in archaeology, 
anthropology, or closely related field, plus at least one (1) year of full-time professional experience or 
equivalent specialized training in archaeological research, administration, or management; at least 
four (4) months of supervised field and analytic experience in general Puerto Rican archaeology; the 
demonstrated ability to carry research to completion; and at least one (1) year of full-time 
professional experience at a supervisory level in the study of archaeological resources of the pre-
Columbian and colonial periods. Please see https://www.nps.gov/history/local-
law/arch_stnds_9.htm for more information. 
 
The SOI-qualified archaeologist shall not defer their monitoring responsibilities to any other person 
who does not meet the minimum professional qualifications. Any additional personnel to intervene 
in monitoring efforts shall have vast experience in historic archaeology, in working in evaluation 
(Phase II), documentation (Phase III), and monitoring projects dealing with colonial period properties.  
 

https://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/arch_stnds_9.htm
https://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/arch_stnds_9.htm
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The Principal Investigator may not transfer his or her duties, obligations, and responsibilities to 
subordinates or other technicians who are not professionally trained in archaeology. In the case of 
hiring archaeologists and trained technicians to assist in archaeological monitoring, the Principal 
Investigator must be present for at least 25 percent of the duration of the fieldwork to supervise them. 
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Appendix A: Monitoring Daily Activity Sheet 
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GOVERNMENT OF PUERTO RICO
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
Executive Director  |  Carlos A. Rubio Cancela  |  carubio@prshpo.pr.gov

Friday, June 7, 2024

269 Avenida Ponce de Leon, San Juan, PR, 00917

Lauren B Poche

SHPO-CF-05-08-24-09 PR-CRP-000742 (Sabana Grande), Plaza de Recreo Project

Dear Ms. Poche,

Our Office has received and reviewed the above referenced project in accordance with 54
USC 306108 (commonly known as Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as
amended) and 36 CFR Part 800: Protection of Historic Properties from the Advisory Council
on Historic Preservation. The State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) is to advise and
assist federal agencies and other responsible entities when identifying historic properties,
assessing effects upon them, and considering alternatives to avoid or reduce the project’s
effects.As you know, the Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office considers all town
centers, beginning with, but not limited to, the plaza “spaces” and the streets that conform it,
to be eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places under the criteria A -
Association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history and criteria C - Embodiment of the distinctive characteristics of a type, period and
method of construction as urban development. These cores, their urban grid (blocks and
streets) and their relationship with the built and open spaces are associated with each
town’s founding, its development and history. After a careful review of the documentation
provided, we have some concerns about the existing conditions and the proposed design for
the Plaza del Recreo of Sabana Grande. This urban square has gone through several
interventions that should have been carried out taking into consideration the historical
resource and its context. However, they affect the relationship as an open space with its
context. These include creating parking areas inside the limits of the square, designs that do
not acknowledge the history or the relationship with the square and its surroundings, and the
construction of a stage with bathrooms, a building within the open space. The proposed
project, instead of improving these interventions, contributes to perpetuating the lack of
consideration to the historical spatial value of the urban square. The PRSHPO would like to
emphasize that all interventions carried out on the Plaza de Recreo of Sabana Grande must
comply with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, explicitly, Standards
9 and 10. We wish to highlight the following recommendations provided by the Standards for
Rehabilitation:1. It is necessary to identify, retain, and preserve landscape features that are
important in defining the overall historic character of the setting.2. The new design needs to
retain the historic relationship between

787.721.3737 oech.pr.gov

Cuartel de Ballajá (Tercer Piso), Calle Norzagaray, Esq. Beneficencia, Viejo San Juan, PR 00901 | PO Box 9023935, San Juan, PR 00902-3935



buildings and landscape features in the setting.3. When introducing new construction, it
must be visually compatible in terms of size, scale, design, material, or color, to not destroy
the historic relationships on the site, or damage or destroy important landscape features,
such as replacing a lawn with paved parking areas or removing mature trees. 4. It is not
recommended to add a new building or landscape feature that is visually or otherwise
incompatible with the setting’s historic character. For these reasons, we believe the
proposed undertaking meets the criteria of adverse effect per 36 CFR § 800.5 (a) (2) (i). The
Puerto Rico Department of Housing will need to consult further with the SHPO to develop
and evaluate alternatives or modifications to the undertaking that could avoid, minimize or
mitigate adverse effects on historic properties, as per 36 CFR § 800.6. If you have any
questions or comments regarding this matter, do not hesitate to contact our office.

State Historic Preservation Officer

Carlos A. Rubio Cancela

Sincerely,

CARC/GMO/ EVR

787.721.3737 oech.pr.gov

Cuartel de Ballajá (Tercer Piso), Calle Norzagaray, Esq. Beneficencia, Viejo San Juan, PR 00901 | PO Box 9023935, San Juan, PR 00902-3935



 

 

 
April 30, 2024 
 
Arch. Carlos A. Rubio Cancela 
Executive Director 
Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office 
Cuartel de Ballajá, Third Floor 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00901 
 
 
Re: Authorization to Submit Documents for Consultation  
 
 
Dear Arch. Rubio Cancela,  
 
The U.S. Department of Housing (HUD) approved the allocations of Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG-DR) funds on February 9, 2018. It also approved the 
allocation of Community Development Block Grant Mitigation (CDBG-MIT) funds on 
January 27, 2020. The purpose of these allocations is to address unsatisfied needs as a 
result of Hurricanes Irma and Maria in September 2017; and to carry out strategic and 
high-impact activities to mitigate disaster risks and reduce future losses.  
 
To comply with the environmental requirements established by HUD, the Department of 
Housing of Puerto Rico (PRDOH) contracted Horne Federal LLC to provide environmental 
review services, among others, that will support the objectives of the agenda for both 
CDBG-DR and CDBG -MIT Programs.  
 
To expedite the processes, Horne Federal LLC, is authorized to submit to the State Historic 
Preservation Officer, documentation of projects related to both the CDBG-DR and 
CDBG-MIT on behalf of PRDOH. 
 
Cordially,  
 
 
 
Aldo A. Rivera Vázquez, PE 
Director 
Division of Environmental Permitting and Compliance 
Office of Disaster Recovery 
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May 9, 2024 

 

Carlos A. Rubio Cancela 

State Historic Preservation Officer 

Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office 

Cuartel de Ballajá (Tercer Piso) 

San Juan, PR 00902-3935 

 

 

Puerto Rico Disaster Recovery, CDBG-DR City Revitalization (City-Rev) Program 

Section 106 NHPA Effect Determination Submittal for PR-CRP-000742, Plaza de Recreo Project, 

Sabana Grande, Puerto Rico – No Adverse Effect, Conditioned 

 

Dear Architect Rubio Cancela,  

 

On February 9, 2018, an allocation of Community Development Block Grant - Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) funds was 

approved by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) under the Federal Register 

Volume 83, No. 28, 83 FR 5844, to assist the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico in meeting unmet needs in the wake of 

Hurricanes Irma and Maria. On August 14, 2018, an additional $8.22 billion recovery allocation was allocated to Puerto 

Rico under the Federal Register Volume 83, No. 157, 83 FR 40314. With these funding allocations, the Puerto Rico 

Department of Housing (PRDOH) aims to lead a comprehensive and transparent recovery for the benefit of Puerto Rico 

residents. To faithfully comply with HUD's environmental requirements, the Puerto Rico Department of Housing 

contracted Horne Federal, LLC (HORNE) to provide environmental records review services that will support the 

Department's objectives Puerto Rico Housing (PRDOH) for CDBG-DR. 

 

On behalf of PRDOH and the subrecipient, the Municipality of Sabana Grande, we are submitting documentation for the 

proposed Plaza de Recreo Project. The Municipality of Saban Grande proposes to renovate the plaza and surrounding 

area through the construction of improved and level sidewalks around the plaza, reconstruction and leveling of all curbs 

around the plaza, the repaving and marking of parking spaces around the plaza on north and south of the San Isidro 

Catholic Church, new bench areas, a new platform, new concrete flooring in the plaza, new planters, reconstruction of 

stairs accessing the plaza as well as handicap ramps into the sidewalks and plaza. A new kiosk will be constructed, and 

the existing lights will be replaced with solar lighting. The existing monuments will be relocated within the plaza per the 

proposed designs. Measures will be taken for the San Isidro Labrador Catholic Church, individually listed in the National 

Register of Historic Places, including the steps leading to it and the surrounding gardens; these consisting of a protective 

fence that will establish a clear “do not cross” line. The full scope of the project is described in the submitted 

documentation, which includes mapping, photographs, and the 10% construction plans.  
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Based on the provided documentation, the Program requests a concurrence with a determination that “No Adverse 

Effect” is appropriate for this undertaking, conditioned to the following: (1) archaeological monitoring should be 

conducted for all ground disturbing activities. An archaeological monitoring plan will be prepared and submitted to the 

PRSHPO for review and approval of appropriateness for implementation.   

Please contact me with any questions or concerns by email at lauren.poche@horne.com or phone at 225-405-7676.  

 

Kindest regards,  

 

 

Lauren Bair Poche. M.A. 

Architectural Historian, EHP Senior Manager 

 

Attachments 

mailto:lauren.poche@horne.com


 

 

 
April 30, 2024 
 
Arch. Carlos A. Rubio Cancela 
Executive Director 
Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office 
Cuartel de Ballajá, Third Floor 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00901 
 
 
Re: Authorization to Submit Documents for Consultation  
 
 
Dear Arch. Rubio Cancela,  
 
The U.S. Department of Housing (HUD) approved the allocations of Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG-DR) funds on February 9, 2018. It also approved the 
allocation of Community Development Block Grant Mitigation (CDBG-MIT) funds on 
January 27, 2020. The purpose of these allocations is to address unsatisfied needs as a 
result of Hurricanes Irma and Maria in September 2017; and to carry out strategic and 
high-impact activities to mitigate disaster risks and reduce future losses.  
 
To comply with the environmental requirements established by HUD, the Department of 
Housing of Puerto Rico (PRDOH) contracted Horne Federal LLC to provide environmental 
review services, among others, that will support the objectives of the agenda for both 
CDBG-DR and CDBG -MIT Programs.  
 
To expedite the processes, Horne Federal LLC, is authorized to submit to the State Historic 
Preservation Officer, documentation of projects related to both the CDBG-DR and 
CDBG-MIT on behalf of PRDOH. 
 
Cordially,  
 
 
 
Aldo A. Rivera Vázquez, PE 
Director 
Division of Environmental Permitting and Compliance 
Office of Disaster Recovery 
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Section 106 NHPA Effect Determination 

 

Subrecipient: Municipio de Sabana Grande 

Project Name: Plaza de Recreo Project ID: PR-CRP-000742 

  

Project Location: Calle Betances Ángel G. Martínez, Sabana Grande, PR 

Project Coordinates: 18.07946027, -66.95999815 

TPID (Número de Catastro): 335-037-034-01 / 335-037-022-01 

Type of Undertaking: 

☒ Substantial Repair 

☐ New Construction 

Construction Date (AH est.): c.1814 Property Size (acres): 1.38 

 
SOI-Qualified Architect/Architectural Historian: Maria F. Lopez Schmid 

Date Reviewed: September 8, 2023/ November 29, 2023/ May 5, 2024. 

SOI-Qualified Archaeologist: Roberto G. Muñoz-Pando, PhD. 

Date Reviewed: September 27, 2023/ November 29, 2023/ March 12, 2024. 
 

In compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the Program 

is responsible for identifying historic properties listed in the NRHP and any properties not listed 

that would be considered eligible for listing that are located within the geographic area of 

potential effects (APE) of the proposed project and assessing the potential effects of its 

undertakings on these historic properties. 

 
Project Description (Undertaking) 

The Municipality of Sabana Grande proposes the demolition and reconstruction of the “Plaza 

Pública José A. Busigo” within the same footprint. The existing elements to be demolished, 

using the mechanical method, in this project area include: the sidewalks around the Plaza, 

parking spots (regular and handicapped parking) located north and south of the San Isidro 

Catholic Church, bench areas, the platform of José Antonio Sepúlveda's pavilion. 

Additionally, the concrete and ceramic floor slabs, planters, concrete catch basin and swales 

around the plaza, stairs, and ramps for handicapped access to the Plaza will be razed. All 

these elements will be rebuilt to current building codes and otherwise relocated. The 

anticipated ground disturbance depth for demolition and construction activities is 3 feet 

according to the current proposed design. 

The new design proposes a clean new and improved vision of the Plaza. These new elements 

will include the construction of improved and level sidewalks around the Plaza, Re-pavement 

and marking of parking spaces around the plaza on north and south of the San Isidro Catholic 

Church, new bench areas, a new platform, new concrete flooring at the plaza, new planters, 

reconstruction and leveling of all curbs around the plaza, reconstruction of stairs accessing 

the plaza as well as handicap ramps into the sidewalks and plaza. Construction of a new 

kiosk, and the replacement of luminaries to use solar poles. The two existing monuments in 

the Plaza “Doña Monserrate Montalvo” and “El Soldado” will be removed prior to the start of 

the project, kept in a safe place, and once the project is completed, they will be relocated
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to the Plaza. This project will not impact the San Isidro Labrador Catholic Church, including 

the steps leading up to it, nor the gardens on either side of the structure. Prior to any action, 

a protective fence will be established around the church so that demolition and construction 

work will not affect it. Temporary and safe access for visitors will also be provided during 

project development. 

The architectural modernization of the square with its renewed green areas and the 

redistribution of its areas is expected to increase the number of residents who will visit the urban 

area of the Municipality. The redistribution of space will improve the flow of people and the 

optimization of its areas to celebrate public activities for a greater number of people than it 

can currently accommodate. The redevelopment would include the sidewalk around the San 

Isidro Labrador Catholic Church and the existing floor of the Plaza. Attached to the Plaza de 

Recreo, is the Plaza de la Recordación, which was built and located to the south of the public 

square, this square is designed remembering the old Vicente Soltero School that was located 

in that place and the front and side of it were in arches. This square has a set of architectural 

aspects and vegetation that are expected to be part of the new general design of the square, 

unifying its visual aspect.  

Part of the project would be for the public plaza and the plaza of remembrance to come 

together to form an economic corridor. With the construction of the new pavilion, it is 

proposed to leave an open space on the wall on the west side to achieve an effect that the 

Church can be observed as a photo frame. One of the main functions of the temple is the 

celebration of the Petate Festival. Regarding the statues of the Petate Weaver and the 

Veterans Monument, they will not be removed from the Plaza and will form an integral part of 

the new design of the Recreation Plaza. Additionally, the Recreation Plaza will have a kiosk for 

the sale of natural juices, ice creams, and fruits. 

 

Area of Potential Effects 

As defined in 36 CFR §800.16(d), the area of potential effects (APE) is the geographic area or 

areas within which an undertaking may directly or indirectly cause changes in the character 

or use of historic properties if any such properties exist. Based on this definition and the nature 

and scope of the Undertaking, the Program has determined that the direct APE for this 

project is listed below on the maps and the visual APE is the viewshed of the proposed project. 

The Direct APE includes the 1.38 acres of area of the plaza (100m long x 62m wide) bordered 

to the north by Calle San Isidro, Calle Luis Munoz Rivera east, Calle Betances south and, PR-

364 to west. “Plaza de la Recordación” is located on the northwest corner of the Public Plaza 

across the street. 

The Indirect APE includes the opposite street facades around the Plaza and the corner street 

facades as shown on the Area of Potential Effect aerial map. The types of properties that 
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surround the Plaza are commercial, mix use commercial and residential above, government 

offices such as Municipal Hall on the south side, and entertainment buildings such as the 

Adalberto Rodríguez Machuchal Theater to the west. The properties are mainly one- or two-

story buildings made of concrete, masonry, or brick with either concrete roofs or corrugated 

metal roofs that date from the late Nineteenth Century to mid Twentieth Century.  

 

Identification of Historic Properties - Archaeology 

Existing information on previously identified historic properties has been reviewed to 

determine if any such properties are located within the APE of this undertaking. The review of 

this existing information, by a Program contracted Historic Preservation Specialist meeting the 

Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards (36 CFR Part 61), is presented in 

this section of the form.  

There are 5 known previously identified cultural resource sites within a quarter-mile radius of 

the project area. [1] The “Iglesia San Isidro el Labrador y Santa María de la Cabeza” is 0.03 

miles east of the project area and its ID numbers are SG 0200019 and SE-29. Its importance is 

due to Historic/ Infrastructure/ Religious context, and it is included in the National Register of 

Historic Places (NRHP). [2] The “Escuela James F. Cooper” is 0.07 miles east of the project area 

and its ID numbers are SG 0200017 and SE-27. Its importance is due to the School/ Education/ 

Historic twentieth century context and it is included in the NRHP. [3] The “Residencia Berta 

Sepúlveda” is 0.15 miles northwest of the project area and its ID numbers are SG 0200020 and 

SE-30. Its importance is due to the Historic/ Infrastructure/ Residential context and is included 

in the NRHP. [4] The “Escuela Luis Muñoz Rivera” is located at a distance of 0.16 miles 

southwest of the APE. Its ID numbers are SG 0200018 and SE-28. Its importance is due to the 

Historic/ Infrastructure/ Institutional context and its NRHP eligibility is pending. [5] The “Plaza 

Pública Sábana Grande José A. Busigo” is located at coordinates 18.079460, -66.95999 (it is 

the APE). The space reserved for the plaza dates back to the year 1814 when seventy acres 

of land were donated to establish the town. The buildings that shape the space were fully 

established around 1910. The archaeological potential of this plaza is considered moderate 

since even though the projected ground disturbance for this undertaking is located on the 

same general area as previous ground disturbances [See Maps section for spatial references 

of the location of the archaeological sites], the plaza itself has been there for a significant 

amount of time and further excavations may uncover new information on its layout prior to 

the available aerial imagery of the 1930s. Also, being on the general central area of the early 

town the plaza and its surroundings can contain information about early colonial occupation 

of the town of Sabana Grande.  
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Table 1- Cultural Resource Sites within a quarte mile of the APE 

 

Name ID Numbers Description Distance/ 

Direction 

NRHP Status 

Iglesia San 

Isidro el 

Labrador y 

Santa María 

de la Cabeza 

SG 0200019 

and SE-29 

Its importance 

is due to 

Historic/ 

Infrastructure/ 

Religious 

context 

0.03 miles east Included 

Escuela James 

F. Cooper 

SG 0200017 

and SE-27 

Its importance 

is due to the 

School/ 

Education/ 

Historic 

twentieth 

century 

context 

0.07 miles east Included 

Residencia 

Berta 

Sepúlveda 

SG 0200020 

and SE-30 

Its importance 

is due to the 

Historic/ 

Infrastructure/ 

Residential 

context 

0.15 miles 

northwest 

Included 

Escuela Luis 

Muñoz Rivera 

SG 0200018 

and SE-28 

Its importance 

is due to the 

Historic/ 

Infrastructure/ 

Institutional 

context 

0.16 miles 

southwest 

Pending 

Plaza Pública 

Sábana 

Grande José 

A. Busigo 

No data Dates to 

around the 

founding of 

the town circa 

1814 

0.0 Miles 

(It is the APE) 

Eligible 
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There are six known previously performed cultural resource surveys within the quarter-mile 

buffer of the APE. There is one known previously performed cultural resource surveys within a 

quarter-mile radius of the project area that had positive results. [1] In 1988, Osvaldo García 

Goyco led a Phase 1B investigation that was positive for cultural resources when some brick 

fragments were found out of context. This cultural resource survey was titled “Sanitary 

Sewer System for Rayo Community (Las Guaras) and Minillas,” located 0.23 miles 

southwest of the APE, and with ID Codes EAP 3725 and ICP/ CAT-SD-88-01-05.    

The other five previously performed archaeological surveys within the quarter mile buffer of 

the APE yielded negative results. [2] A Phase IA-IB survey titled “Urbanizacion y 

Comercial Sabana Real” was authored by Juan Gonzalez Colon in the year 2004 in the 

distance of 0.25 miles north of the project area; its results were negative. [3] A Phase IA-IB 

survey titled “Villas de Santa Maria” was authored by Jesus Figueroa in 1999. All 11 of its 

shovel tests were negative with regards to presence of cultural materials, and the distance 
was 0.25 north of the APE. [4] Another Phase IA-IB survey was performed in 1993 by 

Antonio Daubon, titled “Sistema sanitario comunidad Sabana y torre.” It yielded negative 

results and its distance from the APE was 0.17 miles east and 0.23 miles southwest at its 

closest points. [5] An additional Phase IA-IB study was performed in 1995. This study was 

authored by Juan Gonzalez and titled “Ave. Orlando Lopez Martinez (Avenida en la 

Antigua Via del Tren).” Shovel tests were placed every 25 meters and excavated in the 

flatter areas to the side of the road. All eighteen (18) shovel tests were negative with 

regards to presence of cultural materials. The distance was 0.22 miles southeast of the 

APE. [6] Finally, another Phase IA-IB survey was performed in 2013. It was titled “Eliminación 

de la planta de tratamiento La Máquina” and authored by Adalberto Maurás. The all 5 
excavated shovel tests yielded negative results with regards to the presence of cultural 

materials. The distance was 0.21 miles southwest. However, only small area at end of the 

survey enters quarter mile radius. 
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Table 2- Cultural Resource surveys within a quarter-mile buffer of the APE 

Phase/ Title Author Year SHPO/ IPRC ID Results Distance/ 

Direction 

Phase IB/ 

Sanitary 

Systems for 

Rayo 

Community 

(Las Guaras) 

and Minillas 

Osvaldo 

García 

Goyco 

1988 SHPO ID: 

12-05-84-01

IPRC ID:

CAT-SD-88-01-

05

Positive. Brick 

fragments were 

found in an 

impacted 

context in the 

Minillas 

Community. 

The 

archaeological 

materials (brick 

fragments) 

were 

associated to 

the chimney or 

Jamaican Train 

or the 

Hacienda San 

Francisco.  

0.23 miles 

southwest 

Phase IA-IB / 

Urbanización y 

Comercial 

Sabana Real 

Juan 

Gonzalez 

Colon 

2004 SHPO ID:  

No Data 

IPRC ID: 

CAT-SD-04-03-

07 

Negative 0.25 miles 

north 

Phase IA-IB / 

Villas de Santa 

Maria 

Jesus 

Figueroa 

1999 SHPO ID: 

07-02-99-04

IPRC ID:

No Data

Negative. 11 

test pits with 

negative 

results. 

0.25 miles 

north 

Phase IA-IB/ 

Sistema 

sanitario 

comunidad 

Sabana y torre 

Antonio 

Daubón 

1993 SHPO ID: 

09-10-03-01

IPRC ID:

No Data

Negative. No 

evidence of 

cultural 

materials found 

in the surface 

or in the 

subsurface. 

0.17 miles 

east and 

0.23 miles 

southwest 

at closest 

points to 

APE. 
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Phase IA-IB/ 

Ave. Orlando 

Lopez Martinez 

(Avenida en la 

Antigua Via 

del Tren) 

Juan 

Gonzalez 

1995 SHPO ID: 

02-23-94-03

IPRC ID:

No Data

Negative. 

Shovel tests 

every 25 

meters, dug in 

the flatter areas 

to the side of 

the road. All 

eighteen (18) 

shovel tests 

were negative 

with regards to 

presence of 

cultural 

materials. 

0.22 miles 

southeast 

Phase IA-IB/ 

Eliminación de 

la planta de 

tratamiento La 

Máquina 

Adalberto 

Maurás 

2013 SHPO ID: 

12-19-12-01

IPRC ID:

No Data

Negative. 5 

shovel tests 

yielded 

negative results 

with regards to 

the presence of 

cultural 

materials. 

Archaeological 

Monitoring 

recommended 

during the 

installation of a 

potable water 

pipe to the 

south section of 

the survey. 

0.21 miles 

southwest

Only 

small 

area at 

end of 

the 

survey 

enters 

quarter 

mile 

radius. 

The Sabana Grande Public Plaza has been redesigned numerous times since its delimitation 

in the early 1800s. See below are the designs of the plaza in as it looked in the 1930s and then 

in 1975.  
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Detail of the 1930s and 1975 aerial images showing the evolution of the Sabana Grande Public Plaza. 

The 1993 aerial image of the Public Plaza of Sabana Grande above shows a different design 

from the 1975 aerial image below and the 1990s design remains today. 

Detail of the 1993 and current aerial images showing the Sabana Grande Public Plaza and the 

different stage designs. 

The aerial photographs of the plaza shown above demonstrate that the plaza area has been 

subject to ground disturbance at least in three separate occasions since its original 

delimitation circa 1910. 

The Program has determined that the project area would benefit by an archaeological 

monitoring during the process to prevent potential damage to the present 

archaeological sites and historic structures as well as to prevent the potential destruction of 

any unexpected finds. The APE's archaeological potential is moderate and the 

Program recommends that an archaeological monitoring would be the best 

alternative for preserving any potential information unearthed during any ground 

disturbing activities. 
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Identification of Historic Properties - Architecture 

Existing information on previously identified historic properties has been reviewed to 

determine if any such properties are located within the APE of this undertaking. The review of 

this existing information, by a Program contracted Historic Preservation Specialist meeting the 

Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards (36 CFR Part 61), shows that the 

project area is within the boundaries of the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)-eligible 

Traditional Urban Center of Sabana Grande and two blocks south of the Church San Isidro 

Labrador. The subject property (the APE) is the Public Plaza of Sabana Grande and the space 

itself is NRHP-eligible. Additionally, there are four National Register-listed properties within the 

quarter-mile buffer zone from the plaza. The numbering of the National Register-listed 

properties coincides with the archaeology historic properties. There are three National 

Register-listed properties and thirteen National Register-eligible properties within the quarter-

mile buffer zone, and these are summarized as follows. 

One of the National Register-listed properties in the area is the [1] “Iglesia de San Isidro 

Labrador y Santa María de la Cabeza de Sabana Grande” (SHPO ID #84000460) was listed 

to the National Register in December 1984 and is located 0.01 east of the public plaza and 

inside the visual APE. The church was built in 1844 and its location corresponds to the Spanish 

Crown ordinances for the building and development of cities in the Americas. This building 

is perched on a high base with an impressive front staircase that leads to its façade. Its 

rectangular volume, somber design, and austere ornamentation of classical elements 

characterizes its design. The significance of this church is that despite its age, it conserves 

many architectural elements of its original design. The building is also locally significant and is on 

the ICP list. 

The property [2] James Fenimore Cooper Graded School (SHPO ID #15000277) was listed in 

May 2015, and is located 0.06 miles northwest from the plaza and inside the visual APE. 

Constructed in 1903 this resource is one of the oldest school buildings in Puerto Rico under 

the United States authority and the first institutional building in Sababa Grande. The 

Neoclassical style one-story school building was designed by Charles G. Post and has a C-

shaped plan. The school is on San Isidro Street and is built of masonry, bricks, and stucco 

featuring a base, pediments, and detailed parapets. This listed property will not be affected 

by the renovations from the undertaking. 

The NRHP-listed property [3] Berta Sepúlveda Residence (SHPO ID #94000624) listed in June 

1994, is located 0.08 miles north from the plaza. The house is on Muñoz Rivera Street and is 

distinguished by a curved front porch façade and imposing staircase that reaches the 

second level main living area. Built between 1926 and 1927, this house was designed by 

architect Rafael Bofill. The house is a two-story concrete residence with a hipped corrugated 
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metal roof over a wood frame structure. The Berta Sepúlveda Residence represents the 

modernist movement of architecture in Puerto Rico towards the end of the 19th century. The 

building is also locally significant and is on the ICP list. This listed property will not be affected by 

the renovations from the undertaking. 

The following thirteen properties within the quarter-mile buffer zone are NRHP-eligible: 

A. Plaza Pública de Sabana Grande José A. Busigo - Located at 18.07946027, -66.95999815,

is the APE – The space reserved for the plaza dates to the year 1814 when seventy acres of

land was donated to establish the town. The buildings that shape the space were fully

established around 1910.

B. Casa de Alcadía (Municipal Hall Building)- Located at 18.0791383692322, -

66.96022762460336, at a distance of 0.03 miles from the APE and inside the visual APE.  This

building used to be the residence of the Malaret Family ca. XIX.

C. Escuela de la Comunidad José R. Gaztambide - Located at 18.079174170147695, -

66.95737131702023, at a distance of 0.17 miles – on 37 Borinquén Street and it appears

remodeled ca. 1947.

4. Escuela Luis Muñoz Rivera - Located at 18.0774845337993, -66.96129612041985 at a

distance of 0.16 miles from the APE.  Located in Francisco M. Quiñonez Street, the

schoolhouse has a U-shaped concrete building ca. 1930 that has a Neomanierista eclectic

architectural design.

E. Logia Masónica Igualdad N°23 - Located at 18.077942129038327, -66.96039590817944, at

a distance of 0.11 miles from the APE.  Located at 32 Ángel Gregorio Martínez Street, the ca.

1888 building is raised from street level and has a neoclassical design.

F. Funeraria Avellanet - Located at 18.079742334312446, -66.95953149978263 at a distance

of 0.03 miles from the APE and inside the visual APE.  This funerary building founded in 1940,

has classic elements and a mediopunto separating the interior spaces.

G. Casas Gemelas - Located at 18.079803092058526, -66.95984401133735 at a distance of

0.02 miles from the APE and inside the visual APE.  These are two residential buildings on San

Isidro Street north of the Plaza that have the same design and are side by side. The house is

also known as Residencia Castillo.

H. Museo de Historia Sabaneña - Located at 18.079447244530282, -66.96034583678549 at a

distance of 0.03 miles from the APE and inside the visual APE.  This building is on Betances

Street and today houses the Museo de Historia Sabaneña. The building was restored

following a destructive fire in 2015.

I. Edificio Sepúlveda - Located at 18.0789144782323, -66.95936813779879 at a distance of

0.05 miles from the APE and inside the visual APE. This is a cluster of contiguous buildings in
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masonry or brick located on Betances Street and south of the Plaza. 

J. Casa en Calle San Isidro - Located at 18.07931941628926, -66.95864874917451 at a

distance of 0.08 miles from the APE.  The residence contains modern elements such as

mosaic trapezoidal and columns as in the Prairie Style.

K. Residencia San Isidro - Located at 18.07988764321352, -66.96025173933049 a distance of

0.04 miles from the APE. This former residence on San Isidro Street has neoclassical elements

of the Beaux Arts architectural design. Today the building is used as a cultural center.

L. Residencial José Castillo Mercado - Located at 18.080080399919712, -66.96357307355841

at a distance of 0.24 miles from the APE.  The residential complex originally had 28 buildings

that were occupied in 1953.

M. Teatro Adalberto Rodríguez Machuchal - Located at 18.07948963632297, -

66.96057362171678 at a distance of 0.04 miles from the APE and inside the visual APE.  This

ca. 1952 theater building on the corner of Betances Street and PR-364 road contains

architectural elements of the Art Deco Style.

Town History 

The town's name comes from the extensive plain that occupies the southern part of the 

municipality which extends towards the west to San German and Hormigueros, known as the 

Sabana Grande Valley. The town was originally ascribed to the jurisdiction of San Germán. 

But because the community was far from the center of San Germán, the residents wanted to 

build a church, which was established as an auxiliary parish to San Germán. The church was 

built and was devoted to San Isidro Labrador and Santa María de la Cabeza. In June of 1813 

Sabana Grande officially became an independent parish, under its own jurisdiction. Martín 

Antonio Borreli was the first parish priest of San Isidro Labrador. 

The first captain general of Sabana Grande was Pedro de Acosta who took office on 

December 21, 1814. Historians assert that Pedro de Acosta donated seventy acres of land 

where the Casa del Rey, the priest’s house, the plaza, a butcher shop, and a cemetery were 

established. Others believe that the land was donated by Joaquín P. Rodríguez de la Seda y 

Almodóvar. Juan Francisco de Acosta, brother of the mayor and parish priest of Sabana 

Grande at the time, was thought to have donated his house to the town so it could be used 

as the Casa del Rey. Only the church was built in masonry and the slaughterhouse, and the 

Casa del Rey were both wood frame buildings with ceramic tile roofs.

By 1847 Sabana Grande had an additional 56 wood frame houses with ceramic tile roofs and 

118 wood frame and straw bohios to accommodate the 5,500 people. By 1878, the town had 

grown to about 8,500 people that lived in 151 houses and 1,375 bohios. For commercial 

activity there were in town a drugstore, two cafés, three fabric stores, two mixed stores, 23 
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grocer’s stores and two fruit stands according to Manuel Ubeda Delgado in his geographic 

and historic study of the island towns.  

The 1888 to 1892 Croquis de Sabana Grande is the first sketch we have that depicts the Public 

Plaza of Sabana Grande’s space drawn by the Cuerpo de Ingenieros Militares and is shown 

below left. The streets, the urban blocks, and the church building east of the plaza are drawn 

on a topographic sketch. This sketch simplified the contrast between space and urban 

volumes in Saban Grande. The Plaza was established before these dates, possibly after 1814 

when Pedro de Acosta donated seventy acres of land to establish the town. The plaza was 

the first space that was reserved to lay out the streets and the town grew around from there. 

The 1910 sketch shown below right, has a little more detail such as the streets drawn with the 

Plaza separated by McKinley Street. The church building is depicted on a separate block and 

what appears to be a fence or steps that lead up to the church, since it was built on a raised 

platform.  

1888 to 1892 Croquis de Sabana Grande, Cuerpo de Ingenieros Militares and the 1910 sketch, PR 

Urbano Vol. 3, p. 328 and p. 331. 

The Sabana Grande Plaza has undergone many changes over the years including different 

features such as pavements, planting, a stage, lighting, sidewalks, and street asphalt among 

others. 

Property Description 

The public plaza of Sabana Grande currently contains a checkered pavement, a stage 

building on the west side, four large planters with mature trees on the plaza space. 

Surrounding the catholic church, are green spaces with mature trees, and parking spaces to 

the north and south of the church. The proposed project contemplates demolishing all these 

elements and rebuilding the plaza with a new stage, a bathroom, and staircase access inside 

the building. The plaza pavement will be redone, adding stairs on either side of the stage 

building. The monuments will be relocated on this side of the plaza and new planters will go 

on the north side, leaving the south side for a new kiosk and six umbrella tables. The green 
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spaces to the north and south of the church will be redesigned with integrated curved 

benches and parking along the side streets. 

The Sabana Grande Public Plaza has been redesigned numerous times since its delimitation 

in the early 1800s. Shown below are the designs of the plaza in as it looked in the 1930s and 

then in 1975.  

Detail of the 1930s and 1975 aerial images showing the evolution of the Sabana Grande Public Plaza. 

The 1993 aerial image of the Public Plaza of Sabana Grande above shows a different design 

from the 1975 aerial image below and the 1990s design remains today. 

Detail of the 1993 and current aerial images showing the Sabana Grande Public Plaza and the 

different stage designs. 
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Determination 

The following historic properties have been identified within the APE: 

• Direct Effect:

o There will be a direct effect to historic properties. The Plaza José A. Busigó is 
individually eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. However, the 

current plaza design has been changed several times since its creation and is not 

the original one as the current design dates from the 1990s. Since the plaza 

space is eligible, the new design will be directly affecting it, however it will 
not be an adverse affect. The new design will be affecting the space but not 

the layout of the plaza, that will retain its characteristic rectangular shape.

• Indirect Effect:

o No indirect effect is expected to historic properties. The current project proposes 

a new design for the 1990s remodeled Public Plaza that will entail changes to 

the floor, stage, and other outdoor elements that will not negatively affect 

the viewsheds.

Based on the results of our historic property identification efforts, the Program has determined 

that project actions will not adversely affect the historic properties that compose the Area of 

Potential Effect. However, since there are several archaeologically and historically sensitive 

areas near the APE and the Plaza itself has been in place for so many years (since the 1800s) 

an archaeological monitoring of the construction will be recommended during any and 

all ground disturbing activities on site.  An archaeological monitoring plan will be prepared 
and submitted to the PRSHPO for review and concurrence that it's implementation for this 
undertaking is appropriate.
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Recommendation

The Puerto Rico Department of Housing requests that the Puerto Rico SHPO concur that the 

following determination is appropriate for the undertaking (Choose One): 

☐ No Historic Properties Affected

☒ No Adverse Effect

Condition: Because of the high number of cultural resources in the vicinity of the 

project area, archaeological monitoring of the site during all ground 

disturbance activities is recommended. An archaeological monitoring plan will be 
prepared and submitted to the PRSHPO for review and concurrence that it's 
implementation for this undertaking is appropriate.

☐ Adverse Effect

Proposed Resolution (if appliable) 

This Section is to be Completed by SHPO Staff Only 

The Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office has reviewed the above information 

and: 

☐ Concurs with the information provided.

☐ Does not concur with the information provided.

Comments: 

Carlos Rubio-Cancela 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Date: 
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Project (Parcel) Location - USGS Topographic Map 

 
 

 



19 

 

 

PUERTO RICO 2017 DISASTER RECOVERY, CDBG-DR PROGRAM 

CITY REVITALIZATION PROGRAM (CITY-REV) 

Section 106 NHPA Effect Determination 

 

Subrecipient: Municipio de Sabana Grande 

Project Name: Plaza de Recreo Project ID: PR-CRP-000742 

  

Project (Parcel) Location – Soils Map 
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Project (Parcel) Location with Previous Investigations - Aerial Map 

 

 
EAP 37 

 

 

 

EAP 2895 
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EAP 2895 
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Photo #1: Description (include direction): Front elevation, view to the west. 

Date: 05/20/2022 

 

Photo #2: Description (include direction): Front elevation, view to the east. 

Date: 05/20/2022 



28 

 

 

PUERTO RICO 2017 DISASTER RECOVERY, CDBG-DR PROGRAM 

CITY REVITALIZATION PROGRAM (CITY-REV) 

Section 106 NHPA Effect Determination 

 

Subrecipient: Municipio de Sabana Grande 

Project Name: Plaza de Recreo Project ID: PR-CRP-000742 

  
 

 

Photo #3: Description (include direction): Front elevation, view to the south. 

Date: 05/20/2022 

 

Photo #4: Description (include direction): Front elevation, view to the north. 

Date: 05/20/2022 
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Photo #5: Description (include direction): Angel G. Martínez Streeet view 

looking northeast. 
Date: 05/20/2022 

 

Photo #6: Description (include direction): Angel G. Martínez Streeet view 

looking southwest. 
Date: 05/20/2022 
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Photo #7: Description (include direction): San Isidro Streeet view looking 

southeast. 
Date: 05/20/2022 

 

Photo #8: Description (include direction): Plaza view, looking southwest. 

Date: 05/20/2022 
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Photo #9: Description (include direction): Sidewalk view looking southeast. 

Date: 05/20/2022 

 

Photo #10: Description (include direction): Sidewalk view looking west. 

Date: 05/20/2022 
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Photo #11: Description (include direction): San Isidro Streeet view looking 

southwest. 
Date: 05/20/2022 

Photo #12: Description (include direction): Luis Muñoz Rivera Streeet view 

looking southwest. 
Date: 05/20/2022 
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Photo #13: Description (include direction): Luis Muñoz Rivera Streeet view 

looking northeast. 
Date: 05/20/2022 

 

Photo #14: Description (include direction): Betances Streeet view looking 

northwest. 
Date: 05/20/2022 
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Photo #15: Description (include direction): Sidewalk view looking southwest. 

Date: 05/20/2022 

 

Photo #16: Description (include direction): Betances Streeet view looking 

northwest. 
Date: 05/20/2022 
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Photo #17: Description (include direction): Plaza view looking northwest. 

Date: 05/20/2022 

 

Photo #18: Description (include direction): Betances Streeet view looking 

southeast. 
Date: 05/20/2022 
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Photo #19: Description (include direction): Rear Façade looking west.  

Date: 05/20/2022 

 

Photo #20: Description (include direction): Side elevation looking south.  

Date: 05/20/2022 
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Photo #21: Description (include direction): Side elevation looking north. 

Date: 05/20/2022 

 

Photo #22: Description (include direction): Side facade view looking northwest. 

Date: 05/20/2022 
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