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Attachment 1 

Conditions for Approval 

[24 CFR 58.40(d), 40 CFR 1505.2(c)] 

(List all mitigation measures adopted by the responsible entity to eliminate or minimize adverse environmental impacts. 

These conditions must be included in the project contracts or other relevant documents as requirements. 

The following mitigation measures are required as conditions for approval of the 

project, as applicable: 

General 

1. All required federal, Puerto Rico and local permits must be obtained prior to

commencement of construction, with compliance with all listed permit

conditions. PRDOH retains the authority to audit a project at its discretion to

ensure the project complies with these conditions and any mitigation actions

stated in the application’s Tier II site-specific checklist.

2. The Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set- Aside program eligible project

activities are limited to improvements to existing buildings. The photovoltaic

panels will be exclusively installed on the roof of the property; batteries, control

panels and chargers for electric vehicles will be installed on the walls of the

structures and must be permanently attached to the structure, and lines must not

be buried. If land disturbing activities become part of an application site’s

proposed scope of work, the project must be halted and the project re-

evaluated.

3. All work performed must meet current applicable federal, Puerto Rico and local

building codes and standards.

4. Work scope adjustments involving changes in the placement of panels or

equipment must first be resubmitted for environmental review to verify that the

Tier II findings remain valid. Interior scope changes in buildings noted in the Tier II

as being individually designated a historic property must be halted until

additional consultation has been completed with the State Historic Preservation

Office (SHPO).

Coastal Zone Management 

5. Construction activities must not result in any ground disturbance or change the

existing building footprint. All improvements and equipment installation shall be

limited to existing structures.

Historic Preservation 

6. All activities must comply with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation

Act (NHPA) per the implementing regulations 36 CFR Part 800. Compliance with
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Section 106 is achieved through the procedures set forth in the Programmatic 

Agreement among the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the Puerto 

Rico State Historic Preservation Officer, and the Central Office for Recovery, 

Reconstruction and Resilience (COR3) executed on May 6, 2016, and amended 

on May 31, 2018, as adopted by the Puerto Rico Department of Housing through 

the HUD Addendum executed on December 18, 2018 and extended to May 5, 

2026. 

Flood Insurance  

7. Applications where the building is partially or fully located inside a Special Flood 

Hazard Area, as per the FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), are required to 

be covered by a flood insurance policy that is compliant with the National Flood 

Insurance Program (NFIP). All areas within Puerto Rico are participating in the 

NFIP. Flood insurance must be maintained by the building’s owner for its 

economic life to remain eligible for future federal assistance per 24 CFR 58.6(b).  

Floodplain Management 

8. All Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set- Aside projects must be evaluated 

in accordance with PRDOH’s Floodplain Management implementation policy 

dated September 9, 2024. 

9. Applications where any portion of the building is located within a regulatory 

floodway, coastal high hazard area (“V” or “VE” Zones) or within the inland limit 

of a Coastal A Zone will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis to confirm 

compliance with limitations for HUD financial assistance under 24 CFR Pat 55.8 

and program guidelines for funding. PRDOH may, at its discretion, decide to 

proceed by treating the application as separate project outside the scope of 

this tiered review by implementing a separate environmental review record.  

10. Except for buildings already listed on the National Register of Historic Places,  will 

be evaluated on a case-by-case basis to confirm compliance with limitations for 

HUD financial assistance and program guidelines for funding if any portion of the 

building is situated inside the floodplain and the substantial improvement 

calculation in the Tier II exceeds 50.0%.PRDOH may, at its discretion, decide to 

proceed by treating the application as separate project outside the scope of 

this tiered review by implementing a separate environmental review record. 

11. Any application site determined eligible for funding and inside the floodplain 

must demonstrate compliance with 24 CFR Part 55 floodplain management. 

PRDOH may, at its discretion, decide to proceed by treating the application as 

separate project outside the scope of this tiered review by implementing a 

separate environmental review record. 
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12. .  Floodproofing is not a permitted option under this program.  Elevation of 

equipment is required above base flood elevation even if not listed as a 

condition on the building permit issued by the Office of Permit Management 

(OGPe, for its Spanish acronym) or local jurisdiction. 

Wetlands Protection and Water Quality 

13. No land disturbance is permitted for the Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 

Set- Aside program. Exterior installation activities at application sites with water 

features and/or wetlands present shall ensure that debris from exterior work does 

not enter these features. 

Noise Controls 

13. REICs  must comply with all applicable local noise ordinances. 

Air Quality 

14. REICs shall comply air pollution control measures on all equipment, when 

required by local and territorial regulations, as applicable. 

Contamination and Hazardous Materials 

15. All activities must comply with applicable federal, Puerto Rico and local laws 

and regulations regarding environmental protection, including but not limited to 

the following: 

• Puerto Rico Department of Natural and Environmental Resources rules 

and regulations related to the handling of contaminated and toxic 

materials. 

• Occupational Safety and Health Standards noted in 29 CFR 1910 Subpart 

Z and 29 CFR 1926.62. 

16. REICs must comply will all applicable federal, Puerto Rico and local laws and 

regulations concerning the proper handling, removal, and disposal of hazardous 

materials resulting from Program activities, including but not limited to, testing, 

clearance, abatement, and disposal requirements of the Puerto Rico 

Department of Natural and Environmental Resources (DNER) Regulation No. 9098 

for the Proper Management of Lead-based Paint Activities, of July 16, 2019. 

17. Program activities where the application business contains a child care facility or 

is integrated into a residential building and not physically separated from living or 

common access areas must comply with applicable federal, Puerto Rico and 

local laws and regulations regarding lead-based paint including HUD’s 

regulations in 24 CFR Part 35, Subpart J and EPA’s Lead-Based Paint Renovation, 
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Repair and Painting Rule (40 CFR 745, Subpart E), and Puerto Rico DNER 

Regulation 9098. 

18. REICs must comply will all applicable federal, Puerto Rico and local laws and

regulations concerning the proper handling, removal, and disposal of hazardous

materials resulting from Program activities, including but not limited to, asbestos

containing materials (ACM) compliance with the NESHAP at 40 CFR Part 61,

Subpart M.
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Attachment 2 

Change Management 

Change 

No. 
Date Change Description 
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Attachment 3 

Tier II Template Changes 

Rev. Date Modification Still Valid? 
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1 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

1.1 Background and Statement of Purpose [40 CFR 1508.9(b)] 

The 2017 hurricane season brought insurmountable devastation to Puerto Rico (Figure 1) 

when, in the month of September, the island experienced Category 5 and 4 storms; 

Hurricane Irma and Hurricane María. Hurricane María was the most devastating natural 

disaster to hit Puerto Rico since the San Felipe Segundo hurricane (aka Okeechobee 

hurricane) made landfall nine decades ago in 1928. Since that time, the population has 

more than doubled in size from 1.5 million residents to today’s population of 3.4 million.  

Figure 1. Puerto Rico Location 

 
Source: Puerto Rico Action Plan 

Hurricane Irma made landfall on September 6, 2017, as a Category 5 storm with winds up 

to 100 miles per hour. The storm cut power to an estimated two-thirds of the main island, 

leaving communities ravaged. Just two weeks later, Hurricane María made landfall on 

September 20, 2017, as a Category 4 storm measuring 35 miles in width, making direct 
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impact with the 35-mile-wide island. Hurricane María impacted the entirety of Puerto Rico 

with recorded winds up to 155 miles an hour, river surges up to 47 feet, massive mudslides, 

and localized catastrophic flooding reaching up to 38 inches. An estimated 64 lives were 

immediately lost in the storm with hundreds more lost to secondary conditions caused by 

lack of power, contaminated water sources, and limited to no access to healthcare 

services.  

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) recorded Hurricane 

María winds (Figure 2) that reached up to 155 mph in the City of San Juan. Early estimates 

accurately captured extreme wind and rain threats, and a storm trajectory to impact the 

island head-on before proceeding northwest to the mainland US. Puerto Rico sustained 

hurricane force winds sweeping at maximum strength first through the islands of Vieques 

and Culebra, then the northeast coast before sweeping westward across the main 

island.  

Figure 2. Wind Speeds for Hurricane María 

 
Source: Puerto Rico Action Plan 
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During Hurricane María, most of the island received substantial rainfall (Figure 3), leading 

to severe flooding and mudslides in every interior mountainous region of the island. 

Mudslides and sinkholes left some communities unrecognizable and, in many cases, 

inaccessible. Flooding reached record levels washing away homes, businesses, power 

generation and transmission, and water treatment facilities, often leaving inches of 

threatening, stagnant water in the aftermath. The most significant flooding occurred 

immediately around the La Plata River located on the northern coast of the island and 

continued to build at peak levels around the southern interior of the main island.  

Figure 3. Rainfall Totals for Hurricane María 

 
Source: Puerto Rico Action Plan 

The National Hurricane Center recorded storm surge levels (Figure 4) that reached 

maximum inundation at 6 to 9 feet above ground level along the coasts of the Humacao, 

Nagüabo, and Ceiba municipalities. The United States Geological Survey (USGS) data 

suggests maximum inundation level along the immediate eastern shoreline reached as 

high as 9 feet. Measurements along the southeastern coast reached 4 to 7 feet in the 

municipalities of Yabucoa, Maunabo, Patillas, and Arroyo. Along the northeastern coast 
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in the municipalities of Ceiba and Fajardo, and much of the southern coast from Ponce 

eastward, inundation levels reached three (3) to five (5) feet. 

Specifically, the Group 1 Municipalities received winds of 75 to 155 mph during Hurricane 

María. Rainfall amounts in the Group ranged from 10 to 20 inches, with storm surges up 

to 4 feet on the coast.  

Figure 4. Storm Surge 

 
Source: Puerto Rico Action Plan 

Thirty-three (33) of the island’s municipalities were declared disaster areas for both 

Hurricanes Irma and María (including all 78 municipalities for Hurricane María). Figures 5 

and 6 show the declared disaster areas for each storm. As the entirety of the Puerto Rico 

islands is an impact zone from these two storms, recovery needs have exceeded funding 

available through FEMA’s Disaster Relief Fund.  
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Figure 5. Hurricane Irma Declared Disaster Areas 

 

Source: Federal Emergency Management Agency 
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Figure 6. Hurricane María Declared Disaster Areas 

 

Source: Federal Emergency Management Agency 

The impacts by the hurricanes on Puerto Rico’s power system led to blackouts lasting 

approximately 11 months in some communities (see Figure 7), one of the longest power 

outages in U.S. history. Puerto Rico is currently facing long-term impacts that include rising 

energy costs, sporadic power outages, and rolling blackouts due to insufficient power 

generation. These power deficiencies limit or remove access to impacted Community 

Lifelines, defined by FEMA as “A lifeline enables the continuous operation of critical 

government and business functions and is essential to human health and safety or 

economic security.”1 

                                                      

 

 
1 https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/practitioners/lifelines 

https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/practitioners/lifelines
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Figure 7. Puerto Rico Days Without Power After Hurricane Maria 

 

Source: https://www.usra.edu/efsi-case-study-hurricane-maria via https://blackmarble.gsfc.nasa.gov 

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has allocated $1.3 billion 

to Puerto Rico under the Puerto Rico Community Development Block Grant – Disaster 

Recovery (CDBG-DR) to the Electrical Power Reliability and Resilience Program (ER2) to 

address the power needs. The purpose of ER2 is to enhance and improve the electrical 

power system’s reliability, affordability, and resiliency by funding projects that qualify 

under federal regulations. Efforts are focused on creating decentralized sources of power 

generation, distribution, and storage to minimize blackouts, furthering the goals defined 

by Act No. 17-2019, as amended, known as the “Puerto Rico Energy Public Act,” 22 LPRA 

§ 1141 et seq., which sets the Island on a path to forty percent (40%) and one hundred 

percent (100%) renewable energy by 2025 and 2050, respectively. 

The Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH) selected the Department of Economic 

Development and Commerce (DEDC) to be the subrecipient of $30,000,000 in funds from 

Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set- Aside). The DEDC's Public Energy Policy 

Program (PEPP), responsible for the development and implementation of Puerto Rico's 

energy policies, will use these funds under Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set- 

Aside (Program) to provide energy resilience to Puerto Rico's small and medium-sized 

businesses (SMBs). 

The Program is designed to assist SMBs in developing renewable energy investments. Not 

only will renewable energy systems help stabilize the operations of participating 
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businesses against the effects of interruptions in the electricity service, but they will also 

reduce the overall demand for electricity and prevent overloading of the grid. 

The Program will target businesses which perform critical functions (community lifelines2) 

in the event of a natural disaster, as described by the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA). Moreover, providing these critical businesses with financial assistance for 

the installation of renewable energy systems is crucial, as it will positively impact the 

surrounding electrical power systems. Specifically, it will reduce power outages, 

contribute to the grid’s resilience and ease pressure on the aging grid by lowering overall 

electricity demand. 

1.2 Project Location 

The geographic scope for the proposed projects actions under this Tiered Environmental 

Review Record include six (6) region groups as follows: 

Regional Group 1 – seven (7) municipalities in this Group (Toa Baja, Cataño, Bayamón, 

Guaynabo, San Juan, Trujillo Alto and Carolina) including all urban and rural areas therein 

(Figure 8.1). 

Regional Group 2 - eleven (11) municipalities in this Group (Arecibo, Barceloneta, 

Camuy, Dorado, Florida, Hatillo, Manatí, Quebradillas, Toa Alta Vega Alta, Vega Baja) 

including all urban and rural areas therein (Figure 8.2). 

Regional Group 3 - fifteen (15) municipalities in this Group (Aguada, Aguadilla, Añasco, 

Cabo Rojo, Hormigueros, Isabela, Lajas, Las Marías, Maricao, Mayagüez, Moca, Rincon, 

Sabana Grande, San German, San Sebastián) including all urban and rural areas therein 

(Figure 8.3). 

Regional Group 4 - twelve (12) municipalities in this Group (Adjuntas, Ciales, Guánica, 

Guayanilla, Jayuya, Juana Díaz, Lares, Peñuelas, Ponce, Utuado, Villalba, Yauco) 

including all urban and rural areas therein (Figure 8.4). 

Regional Group 5 - eighteen (18) municipalities in this Group (Aguas Buenas, Aibonito, 

Arroyo, Barranquitas, Caguas, Cayey, Cidra, Coamo, Comerío, Corozal, Guayama, 

Gurabo, Morovis, Naranjito, Orocovis, Patillas, Salinas, Santa Isabel) including all urban 

and rural areas therein (Figure 8). 

                                                      

 

 
2 https://www.fema.gov/es/emergency-managers/practitioners/lifelines 
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Regional Group 6 - fifteen (15) municipalities in this Group (Canóvanas, Ceiba, Culebra, 

Fajardo, Humacao, Juncos, Las Piedras, Loíza, Luquillo, Maunabo, Naguabo, Río 

Grande, San Lorenzo, Vieques, Yabucoa) including all urban and rural areas therein 

(Figure 8). 
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Figure 8.1. Group 1 Municipalities 

This grouping is based upon the Puerto Rico Emergency Management Agency regions 

and is herein referred to as Group 1. Based on the National Land Cover Database (NLCD) 

dataset, Group 1’s total area is approximately 140,347 acres. Land cover types classified 

by the NLCD are shown in Table 1.1 and Figure 9.1. 
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Table 1.1: Group 1 Land Cover Designations 

Land Cover Type Acres  Land Cover Type Acres 

Barren Land  818.57  Evergreen Forest 29,958.86 

Cultivated Crops 527.13  Grassland/Herbaceous 25,540.87 

Developed High Intensity 7,849.01  Open Water 2,817.26 

Developed, Low Intensity 23,075.29  Pasture/Hay 2,323.37 

Developed, Medium Intensity 31,457.53  Shrub/Scrub 943.94 

Developed, Open Space 8,840.59   Woody Wetlands 2,069.12 

Emergent Herbaceous Wetlands 4,125.22   Total 140,346.77 

Figure 9.1. Group 1 Land Cover Map 
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Figure 8.2. Group 2 Municipalities 

This grouping is based upon the Puerto Rico Emergency Management Agency regions 

and is herein referred to as Group 2. Based on the National Land Cover Database (NLCD) 

dataset, Group 2’s total area is approximately 283,811 acres. Land cover types classified 

by the NLCD are shown in Table 1.2 and Figure 9.2.  

Table 1.2: Group 2 Land Cover Designations 

Land Cover Type Acres  Land Cover Type Acres 

Barren Land  2,757.93  Evergreen Forest 110,282.52 

Cultivated Crops 7,909.02  Grassland/Herbaceous 79,019.07 

Developed High Intensity 722.50  Open Water 3,512.07 

Developed, Low Intensity 24,527.26  Pasture/Hay 18,788.73 

Developed, Medium Intensity 9,327.16  Shrub/Scrub 2,058.52 

Developed, Open Space 12,264.39  Woody Wetlands 1,637.98 

Emergent Herbaceous Wetlands 11,003.43  Total 283,810.58 
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Figure 9.2. Group 2 Land Cover Map 

 
  



 PUERTO RICO RECOVERY PROGRAM REGIONAL GROUPS 1-6 

TIER I ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD 

 

14 
 

Figure 8.3. Group 3 Municipalities 

This grouping is based upon the Puerto Rico Emergency Management Agency regions 

and is herein referred to as Group 3. Based on the National Land Cover Database (NLCD) 

dataset, Group 3’s total area is approximately 444,134 acres. Land cover types classified 

by the NLCD are shown in Table 1.3 and Figure 9.3.  

Table 1.3: Group 3 Land Cover Designations 

Land Cover Type Acres  Land Cover Type Acres 

Barren Land  1,879.77  Evergreen Forest 189,383.00 

Cultivated Crops 9,516.54  Grassland/Herbaceous 134,378.77 

Developed High Intensity 1,269.98  Open Water    3,430.74 

Developed, Low Intensity 31,858.24  Pasture/Hay 10,521.30 

Developed, Medium Intensity 12,295.05  Shrub/Scrub 12,392.94 

Developed, Open Space 16,298.52   Woody Wetlands   2,931.62 

Emergent Herbaceous Wetlands 3,550.33   Total 444,133.72 
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Figure 9.3. Group 3 Land Cover Map 
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Figure 8.4. Group 4 Municipalities 

 

This grouping is based upon the Puerto Rico Emergency Management Agency regions 

and is herein referred to as Group 4. Based on the National Land Cover Database 

(NLCD) dataset, Group 4’s total area is approximately 444,134 acres. Land cover types 

classified by the NLCD are shown in Table 1.4 and Figure 9.4.  

Table 1.4: Group 4 Land Cover Designations 

Land Cover Type Acres  Land Cover Type Acres 

Barren Land  2,184.26  Evergreen Forest 306,250.96 

Cultivated Crops 10,259.27  Grassland/Herbaceous 103,611.39 

Developed High Intensity 1,378.70  Open Water 3,595.74 

Developed, Low Intensity 20,121.01  Pasture/Hay 706.40 

Developed, Medium Intensity 12,198.19  Shrub/Scrub 17,012.77 

Developed, Open Space 6,736.74   Woody Wetlands 1,523.89 

Emergent Herbaceous Wetlands 2,254.44   Total 487,833.77 
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Figure 9.4. Group 4 Land Cover Map 
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Figure 8.5. Group 5 Municipalities 

 

This grouping is based upon the Puerto Rico Emergency Management Agency regions 

and is herein referred to as Group 5. Based on the National Land Cover Database 

(NLCD) dataset, Group 5’s total area is approximately 501,057.53 acres. Land cover 

types classified by the NLCD are shown in Table 1.5 and Figure 9.5.  

Table 1.5: Group 5 Land Cover Designations 

Land Cover Type Acres  Land Cover Type Acres 

Barren Land  1,916.27  Evergreen Forest 213,605.32 

Cultivated Crops 14,589.25  Grassland/Herbaceous 183,333.84 

Developed High Intensity 1,202.62  Open Water 1,983.46 

Developed, Low Intensity 28,553.76  Pasture/Hay 4,727.19 

Developed, Medium Intensity 15,070.84  Shrub/Scrub 20,796.79 

Developed, Open Space 10,280.45   Woody Wetlands 3,763.73 

Emergent Herbaceous Wetlands 1,234.00   Total 501,057.53 
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Figure 9.5. Group 5 Land Cover Map 
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Figure 8.6. Group 6 Municipalities 

 

This grouping is based upon the Puerto Rico Emergency Management Agency regions 

and is herein referred to as Group 6. Based on the National Land Cover Database (NLCD) 

dataset, Group 6’s total area is approximately 351,845.60 acres. Land cover types 

classified by the NLCD are shown in Table 1.6 and Figure 9.6.  

Table 1.6: Group 6 Land Cover Designations 

Land Cover Type Acres  Land Cover Type Acres 

Barren Land  2,370.46  Evergreen Forest 148,381.59 

Cultivated Crops 5,897.86  Grassland/Herbaceous 94,363.01 

Developed High Intensity 2,073.00  Open Water 4,906.10 

Developed, Low Intensity 22,946.77  Pasture/Hay 21,012.98 

Developed, Medium Intensity 13,136.83  Shrub/Scrub 6,353.26 

Developed, Open Space 7,045.91   Woody Wetlands 11,526.44 

Emergent Herbaceous Wetlands 11,831.37   Total 351,845.60 
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Figure 9.6. Group 6 Land Cover Map 
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1.3 Project Description  

HUD has identified the set of electrical power system improvements to be completed 

with CDBG-DR funds subject to Federal Register Vol. 86, No. 117 (June 22, 2021), 86 FR 

32681, as critical factors to the region's long-term recovery from Hurricanes Irma and 

María and its resilience to future weather events. Per 86 FR 32681, HUD recognizes that 

the broad scope of these activities may limit the grantees’ ability to categorize these 

CDBG-DR funds into discrete categories of funding eligibility and to appropriately assign 

a CDBG national objective to each component of the planned improvements. As such, 

HUD waived compliance with Section 105(a) (42 U.S.C. § 5305(a)) of the Housing and 

Community Development Act of 1974 (HCDA) and established an alternative 

requirement only to the extent necessary to create a new eligible activity, electrical 

power system improvements, which shall be applicable only to the grant funded under 

the Electrical Power Systems Enhancements and Improvements Action Plan. 

Eligible activities for projects funded under the Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set- 

Aside Program will consist of one or more of the following: 

• Installation of a photovoltaic panel system (PVS) on existing roof together with the 

battery storage system (BSS); 

• Integration of BSS in structures that already have an operational PVS in optimal 

conditions; or 

• Installation of electric vehicle charging infrastructure (Level 2). The installation of 

the electric vehicle charger will not be permitted as the sole activity of the Project. 

This activity must be carried out in conjunction with one of the aforementioned 

eligible activities. 

All systems will be permanently affixed to the participating property’s roof and/or walls 

and will be installed by a Program-approved Renewable Energy Installation Company 

(REIC). The PRDOH cannot know specific numbers of SMBs that will be helped until 

applications are received, and damage or mitigation inspections are made. The 

applications from SMBs will be evaluated for grants of up to fifty thousand dollars 

($50,000.00) to cover 60% of the total project costs. PRDOH, as the Responsible Entity, has 

determined that the project will be reviewed in a tiered environmental review for 

Activity/Project that is Categorically Excluded Subject to Section 58.5 (CEST). The specific 

addresses of SMBs applying for energy enhancements are not known at the time of the 

Tier I review. Therefore, under 24 CFR 58.15 (Tiering) and 24 CFR 58.32 (Project 
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Aggregation), PRDOH will use a tiered approach in combining similar work into 

geographic as well as functional packages for the environmental review. 

1.4 Summary of Findings and Conclusions 

Based upon completion of this Tier I CEST for the six Regional Groups, no significant 

changes to existing environmental conditions will result in relation to the following impact 

categories implemented by HUD in response to the National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) of 1969 (See Section 1.6). The authorities referenced under HUD’s regulations at 

24 CFR 58.5 (marked as checked) are compliant with this broad review: 

Compliance Factor Regional Group 

STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR 50.4 & 58.6 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Airport Hazards (Runway Protection Zones and Clear Zones/Accident Potential 

Zones) [24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D] 
X X X X X X 

Coastal Barrier Resources [Coastal Barrier Resources Act] 
      

Flood Insurance [24 CFR 58.6] 
      

Air Quality [40 CFR parts 6, 51,61, 93] 
X X X X X X 

Coastal Zone Management [Coastal Zone Management Act] 
X X X X X X 

Contamination and Toxic Substances [24 CFR 58.5(i)(2)(i)) 
      

Endangered Species Act [50 CFR 402; 16 USC 1531 et seq.] 
X X X X X X 

Explosive and Flammable Hazards [24 CFR Part 51C] 
X X X X X X 

Farmland Protection [Farmland Protection Policy Act of 1981 Sections 1504(b) 

and 1541, 7 CFR 658] 
X X X X X X 

Floodplain Management [Executive Order 11988 and 24 CFR Part 55] 
      

Historic Preservation [National Historic Preservation Act, 36 CFR Part 800] 
      

Noise Abatement and Control [24 CFR 51 Subpart B] 
X X X X X X 

Sole Source Aquifers [40 CFR 149] 
X X X X X X 

Wetlands Protection [Executive Order 11990 and 24 CFR Part 55] 
X X X X X X 

Wild and Scenic Rivers [36 CFR 297] 
X X X X X X 

The unchecked subject areas from 24 CFR 58.5 and 58.6 require site-specific analysis 

before the environmental review can be concluded as causing no significant impacts to 

the environment. 
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1.5 Evaluation of Effects 

As proposed, the described Program activities will assist SMBs in upgrading their power 

sources to alleviate the burden of rising energy costs and blackouts due to insufficient 

power supply. The desire of PRDOH is to perform a Tiered CEST. This Tiered Review will be 

combined with a Site-Specific review and shall be prepared for each property as 

described in Section 2.0, the Tiering Plan for the ERR. This includes a review of the 

provisions outlined under Parts 58.5 and 58.6. This process will serve to evaluate 

environmental effects from the Program. 
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1.6 Determination 

Extraordinary circumstances exist and this project may result in significant 

environmental impact. This project requires preparation of an Environmental 

Assessment (EA); OR 

There are no extraordinary circumstances which would require completion of an EA, 

and this project may remain CEST.  

Preparer Signature: _______________________________________Date:__March 31, 2025___ _ 

Name/Title/Organization: Allyson Rezac / Senior Environmental Manager / SWCA 

Responsible Entity Agency Official Signature:  

__________________________________________________________Date:__May 29, 2025_____  

_ 

Name/Title: Angel G. López Guzmán, Deputy Director Permits and Environmental Compliance Division 

This original, signed document and related supporting material must be retained on file by the 

Responsible Entity in an Environmental Review Record (ERR) for the activity/project (ref: 24 CFR Part 

58.38) and in accordance with recordkeeping requirements for the HUD program(s).  

This document represents the Tier 1 or Broad-Level review only. As individual sites are selected, this 

review must be supplemented by individual Tier 2 or Site-Specific reviews for each site. All laws and 

authorities requiring site-specific analysis will be addressed in these individual reviews.  
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2 TIERING PLAN FOR ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

The Proposed Actions under this program will be evaluated under a tiered CEST pursuant 

to 24 CFR Part 58.35(a). The environmental “Statutory Checklist” contains compliance 

components related to 24 CFR 58.5 and 24 CFR 58.6. PRDOH will be the Responsible Entity 

for all environmental work. The CEST, as prepared for PRDOH, is a two-step, tiered process 

permitted by HUD per 24 CFR 58.15. The current Tier I broad review document identifies 

and eliminates the unnecessary, repetitive evaluation of HUD environmental compliance 

factors that will not occur at the site-specific project level due to their absence Group-

wide, or because the program already has systematic general conditions that 

adequately address them.  

Since precise project locations are not precisely identified at this level of review, all 

potential environmental effects at the site-specific level cannot be evaluated. 

Nonetheless, the broad analysis can generally describe the environmental conditions 

and factors that must be considered during execution of a Program. This is performed in 

Appendix A. Where compliance cannot be determined, the Tier I-level review must 

define a protocol for how compliance will be achieved at the next, Tier II, site-specific 

level that encompasses the application building and land parcel. The Tier I protocol 

should not merely state that the factor will be addressed in the site-specific review; rather, 

the Tier I should define a strategy including procedures to be followed to determine 

compliance, mitigate impacts where possible, and dismiss sites that cannot be made 

compliant. This is performed for this program ERR in Appendix B.  

When the exact location of an individual project is identified, a site-specific (Tier II 

checklist) review must be completed prior to committing HUD CDBG-DRfunds to the 

project. This review concentrates on the issues that were not resolved in the broad-level 

review as described in the HUD Tiered Environmental Review guidance. Using the 

protocols established in this broad level review, the site-specific review will determine and 

document the project’s adherence to all established protocols and remaining 

requirements and dismiss sites that cannot be made compliant. Reviews may also include 

direct field observation and coordination with resource agencies. If there are no impacts 

or if impacts will be fully mitigated through individual site conditions, then that project will 

proceed without further notice to the public.   

This Tier I and the subsequent Tier II site-specific parcel review together form a complete, 

HUD-compliant ERR for that application. Each Tier II site-specific checklist shall also 

summarize any environmental conditions or mitigation measures required, along with a 

determination of program compliance and funding permissibility. PRDOH will summarize 

all reviews and consultations completed as well as any applicable permits or approvals 

obtained and store them in their system of record. Supporting evidence will be attached 
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as needed to each application ERR to show that required environmental actions were 

performed.  

Compliance with 24 CFR 58.35(a) and National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 

The ER2 Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set- Aside program has been determined 

to require CEST-level NEPA compliance, as listed by HUD in 24 CFR 58.35 (Categorical 

Exclusions). All CEST requirements are listed and evaluated in Section 3.0 of the Tier I 

Environmental Review Record along with the corresponding source material in Appendix 

A, and shall be further addressed, as necessary, in the Tier II Site-Specific Review 

developed for these programs as outlined in each respective resource topic in Section 

3.0. 
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Compliance with 24 CFR 58.5 

The Statutory Worksheet in Section 3.0 lists each of the Federal laws and authorities found 

in HUD’s regulations listed at 24 CFR 58.5. It addresses the specific environmental factors 

for which compliance has been documented regardless of specific site locations within 

the subject municipalities.  

A Tier II Site-Specific Checklist template, to be completed for each application site, has 

been developed to assess all environmental statutes, authorities, and regulations for 

which the compliance review has not been completed using the Statutory Worksheet. 

The Site-Specific Checklist shows requirements to be completed for each property and 

the process to be used when completing the Tier II checklist, as outlined in Appendix B.  

Compliance with 24 CFR 58.6 

In addition to the duties under the laws and authorities specified in 24 CFR 58.5 for 

assumption under the laws cited in Section 58.1(b), PRDOH must comply with the 

requirements listed in 24 CFR 58.6. The information recording the compliance assessment 

of the 24 CFR 58.6 review topics is also included in the Section 3.0 worksheets and in the 

Tier II site-specific checklist procedures in Appendix B for those application sites that 

require compliance with both 24 CFR 58.5 and 58.6.  

2.1 Tier I Environmental Review Record 

Tier I of this environmental review focuses on the six (6) Regional Groups  as listed in 

Section 1 and shown in Figures 8, above. This section and the sources outlined in 

Appendix A address and analyze the various CEST-level environmental review topics in 

relation to the allowable project activities defined in Section 1.3. For each listed statute, 

executive order (EO) or regulation, this Tier I portion of the ERR identifies whether all 

program projects are already in compliance with the regulatory environmental topic, or 

whether additional evaluations will be needed at the Tier II site-specific level to verify if 

the project activity can be funded. 

This Tier I Environmental Review Record (Tier I ERR) describes the action area targeted by 

the programs. It provides a basic profile of the proposed project actions and other 

mitigation activities relative to required compliance factors as presented in the Statutory 

Checklist. This level of review evaluates impacts of the proposed activities in an 

aggregated way as determined by the potential for impacts relative to the protected or 

regulated resources and HUD Environmental Standards.  This level of review has resulted 

in a finding of compliance for certain factors so further review of those factors at the site-

specific level is not necessary. PRDOH has also identified the potential for environmental 

impacts for several compliance factors evaluated during the Tier II Site-specific CEST and 
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must be completed before individual projects can be environmentally cleared to 

proceed. Tables and figures prepared to support the Tier I analysis of environmental 

compliance factors are presented in Appendices following. A list of sources, figures, 

Agencies, and Persons consulted in support of the Tier I analysis are presented in 

Appendix A.  

The Tier I ERR aids Puerto Rico in understanding the scope of applicable mitigation 

measures to potentially be selected for projects (Section 4.0). The Tier I ERR of the 

program is summarized in the Statutory and Environmental Compliance Checklist 

presented in Section 3.0 and identifies impact categories, as well as the type and degree 

of impacts anticipated, and whether proposed program activities should be evaluated 

at the site-specific level to determine conditions and what appropriate mitigation or 

modification measures might be required.  

Appendix A, Exhibit A-11 includes the Programmatic Agreement for Section 106 of the 

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 between the Puerto Rico Historic Preservation 

Office, FEMA, and the COR3. Also included are amendments adding the PRDOH to the 

Agreement and extending its duration to 2026. This Agreement is used to address the 

effects of this Program on historic properties and archaeological sites. 

Based on the activities to be performed and PRDOH’s policies for its implementation, the 

8-Step floodplain decision making process outlined in 24 CFR 55.20 was not required. The 

Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set- Aside program activities under this tiered 

review meets the exception identified in 24 CFR 55.13(f): “Special projects for the purpose 

of improving the energy or water efficiency of utilities or installing renewable energy that 

involve the repair, rehabilitation, modernization, weatherization, or improvement of 

existing structures or infrastructure, do not meet the thresholds for ‘‘substantial 

improvement’’ under § 55.2(b)(12), and do not include the installation of equipment 

below the floodplain elevation.” PRDOH developed a floodplain management 

implementation policy to ensure that each application meets the substantial 

improvement and equipment installation requirements (Appendix A, Attachment A-10-

1) and will evaluate each application building at the Tier II site-specific level.  A copy of 

the Tier II Site-Specific Checklist is included in Appendix B. 

Appendix C presents the Notice of Intent to Request Release of Funds (NOI/RROF). All 

public notices, the circulars to which they were published, any comments and responses 

to those comments will be included in Appendix C. There will be a 7-day comment period 

for public comments and HUD objections as permitted pursuant to 24 CFR 58.45; Public 

Comment Periods. The actual RROF and Authority to Use Grant Funds, which is used to 

formally authorize the use of CDBG-DR grant funds, will be incorporated into Appendix 

C, once approved by HUD. 
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The Responsible Entity (RE) for this program is the Puerto Rico Department of Housing. The 

Certifying Officer (CO) is Aldo A. Rivera Vázquez, Permits and Environmental Compliance 

Office Director.  

Written inquiries regarding this Tier I document can be submitted to: 

Angel G. López-Guzmán, MSEM  

Deputy Director – Permits and Environmental Compliance Division 

606 Barbosa Avenue, Edificio Juan C. Cordero Dávila 

Rio Piedras, PR 00918 

2.2 Tier II ERR Site-Specific Environmental Review Record 

Since project locations are not precisely identified at this level of review, impact findings 

cannot be made for all factors in the Tier I ERR, so the compliance cannot be fully 

achieved at the programmatic level. When the exact location of an individual project is 

identified, a Tier II site-specific review must be completed prior to committing HUD CDBG-

DR funds to the project. This review concentrates on the issues that were not resolved in 

the broad-level review as described in the HUD Tiered Environmental Review guidance. 

A site-specific compliance documentation checklist has been developed for the 

Program, and is presented in Appendix B. The following compliance factors, which have 

been marked will be analyzed for each site-specific application project: 

 Compliance Factor Regional Group 

STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR 50.4 & 

58.6 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Airport Hazards (Runway Protection Zones and Clear Zones/Accident 

Potential Zones) [24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D] 
      

Coastal Barrier Resources [Coastal Barrier Resources Act] 
X X X X X X 

Flood Insurance [24 CFR 58.6] 
X X X X X X 

Air Quality [40 CFR parts 6, 51,61, 93] 
      

Coastal Zone Management [Coastal Zone Management Act] 
      

Contamination and Toxic Substances [24 CFR 58.5(i)(2)(i)) 
X X X X X X 

Endangered Species Act [50 CFR 402; 16 USC 1531 et seq.] 
      

Explosive and Flammable Hazards [24 CFR Part 51C] 
      

Farmland Protection [Farmland Protection Policy Act of 1981 Sections 1504(b) 

and 1541, 7 CFR 658] 
      

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/tiered-environmental-reviews/
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Floodplain Management [Executive Order 11988 and 24 CFR Part 55] 
X X X X X X 

Historic Preservation [National Historic Preservation Act, 36 CFR Part 800] 
X X X X X X 

Noise Abatement and Control [24 CFR 51 Subpart B] 
      

Sole Source Aquifers [40 CFR 149] 
      

Wetlands Protection [Executive Order 11990 and 24 CFR Part 55] 
      

Wild and Scenic Rivers [36 CFR 297] 
      

Site-specific reviews will include evaluation of the application location, the proposed site 

activity, and its location and impacts relative to the above compliance factors. Reviews 

will also include direct field observation with photographs, measurements, and  notes for 

the file, as well as any necessary resource agency consultations. If there are no impacts 

identified, or if impacts will be fully mitigated through individual site actions, then the 

proposed project activity planned for a SMB may proceed. No further public notice is 

required. If impacts are not mitigated during the Tier II site-specific review, then that site 

may not be eligible for funding, based upon the identified specific mitigation or 

environmental issue. PRDOH may, at its discretion, decide to proceed by treating the 

application as separate project outside the scope of this tiered review by implementing 

a separate environmental review record. 

Each completed site-specific checklist and supporting documents shall be submitted to 

PRDOH for review and approval before individual activity site work begins. The approval 

of the Tier II will constitute, along with this Tier I, a notice of environmental clearance for 

each project unless determined to be ineligible. All steps of the ERR process will be 

completely documented at the site-specific level before the activity proceeds.  

Occasionally, a change in the project scope will occur. This will require a re-evaluation 

of the Tier II to determine if the Tier II is still valid or if a new evaluation is required. The 

following presents the steps to follow in the event of a re-evaluation. The re-evaluation 

form is included in Appendix B. 

Steps Taken in the Event of a Scope Change – the following steps are to be taken if the  

Program Manager determines there is a scope change with the potential of requiring a 

review by the Environmental Manager to ascertain if a Tier II re-evaluation is required. All 

scope changes must be re-evaluated. 

1. The Program Manager or subrecipient representative identifies a change in work 

scope from what was previously identified to PRDOH. The Program Manager 

evaluates the change request and if approved continues to step 2. 
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2. The Program Manager informs the project Renewable Energy Installation 

Company (REIC) to stop any work associated with the scope change until the 

environmental re-evaluation is complete. The Program Manager forwards the 

scope change information to the Environmental Managers.  

3. The Environmental Manager or their assigned Environmental Consultant reviews 

the scope change to determine if the revised activity requires a Tier II re-

evaluation. If no environmental re-evaluation is needed this can be documented 

through a memo entered into the project file. The Environmental Manager informs 

the Program Managers that the project complies with the original Tier II findings 

and that construction may continue.  

4. If the Environmental Manager or assigned Environmental Consultant determines 

the scope change requires a Tier II Re-Evaluation the project shall be re-assessed. 

The Environmental Manager shall decide whether the re-evaluation shall use the 

Program Re-Evaluation form and focus on the sections of the Tier II checklist that 

are affected or if the change in scope necessitate an entirely new Tier II review for 

the work. 

5. After review and approval by the PRDOH, the Re-Evaluation form and/or new Tier 

II shall be entered into the ERR and the results provided to the Program Managers. 

If the project is now found to be ineligible for funding, the project shall be 

cancelled or the Program determine how the work scope must be changed in 

order to remain eligible. If the project is found to still be eligible for funding, the 

Environmental Manager shall inform the Program Managers that work may 

continue with the project, with any new environmental conditions highlighted.  

6. A Tier II Re-Evaluation form is included in Appendix B. 
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3 COMPLIANCE WITH 24 CFR 50.4, 58.5, AND 58.6 LAWS 
AND AUTHORITIES AND WRITTEN STRATEGIES 

Project Name:  Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set- Aside. This Puerto Rico 

Department of Housing Hurricanes Irma and María Community Development Block Grant 

Disaster Recovery Program (CDBG-DR), which is being administered under the US Housing 

and Urban Development (HUD) Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program 

for Unspecified Sites in the six (6) Regional Groups. 

The PRDOH is the Responsible Entity (RE) for the required environmental review as 

indicated in 24 CFR 58, “Environmental Review Procedures for Entities Assuming HUD 

Environmental Responsibilities,” and will oversee completion of environmental and 

historic preservation reviews of each applicant’s proposed project activity in 

accordance with HUD regulations and guidance.  

A “No” answer below means further steps are needed and a Tier II site-specific review is 

required. A “Yes” answer indicates that compliance is met at the programmatic level. 

Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

compliance 

achieved at 

the broad 

level of 

review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR 50.4 & 58.6 

Airport Hazards  

24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D 

Yes     No 

      

Compliance determination achieved in the Tier I 

Broad level Review all Regional Groups (Groups 1-6), 

as described below. 

Exhibit A-1:   

Puerto Rico has one (1) military joint-use airport and 

eight (8) civilian airports, distributed as follows: 

Group 1: This group includes a total of three (3) airports, 

(1) military joint-use airport and two (2) civilian airports: 

• Luis Muñoz Marín International Airport (military 

joint-use airport with military airfield) 

• Luis Muñoz Marín International Airport 

• Fernando Luis Ribas Dominicci Airport 

Group 2: There are no airports in this group. 

Group 3: There are two (2) civilian airports in this group: 

• Eugenio María de Hostos Airport 

• Rafael Hernández Airport 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

compliance 

achieved at 

the broad 

level of 

review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Group 4: This group includes one (1) civilian airport: 

• Mercedita International Airport 

Group 5:  There are no airports in this group. 

Group 6: There are three (3) civilian airports in this 

group: 

• José Aponte de la Torre Airport 

• Benjamín Rivera Noriega Airport 

• Antonio Rivera Rodríguez Airport 

The Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set-Aside 

Program limits eligible project activities to 

improvements made to existing buildings. The project 

activities evaluated under this section include the 

installation of photovoltaic panels exclusively on the 

roof of the property, along with the permanent 

mounting of batteries, control panels, and electric 

vehicle chargers on the walls of existing structures. All 

associated lines must remain above ground and may 

not be buried. The project has been evaluated under 

24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D to ensure compliance with 

HUD requirements related to airport hazards, as 

outlined in that section. 

Under 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D, HUD assistance may 

not be used at this location if the project involves new 

construction, substantial rehabilitation, acquisition of 

undeveloped land, or activities that would significantly 

prolong the physical or economic life of existing 

facilities that are frequently used or occupied by 

people. However, the eligible project activities under 

the Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set-Aside 

Program do not include any of these disqualifying 

actions. There will be no new construction or land 

acquisition involved in the implementation of this 

program. Additionally, the project does not constitute 

substantial rehabilitation. 

The proposed activities qualify as Categorical 

Exclusions Subject to § 58.5 (CEST) in accordance with 

24 CFR § 58.35(a). The activities described involve non-

residential structures, such as commercial buildings 

owned or operated by small and medium-sized 

businesses (SMBs). Existing facilities will not be 

expanded in size or capacity by more than 20 percent. 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

compliance 

achieved at 

the broad 

level of 

review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Furthermore, the project will not involve a change in 

land use—such as from non-residential to residential, 

from commercial to industrial, or between industrial 

uses. 

Installation activities are limited strictly to existing 

structures. No property acquisition will take place as 

part of these activities. Per Program Guidelines, to be 

eligible for participation, the SMB applicant must either 

own the premises or possess current written 

authorization from the property owner to carry out the 

project. If the applicant does not own the property, the 

owner must provide a current lease agreement along 

with documented authorization allowing the 

installation of the system. 

Lastly, the installation of photovoltaic panels on the 

roof, and the permanent mounting of batteries, control 

panels, and EV chargers on the walls of existing 

structures, is intended to support SMBs with renewable 

energy solutions. These improvements are designed to 

enhance grid resilience, reduce power outages, and 

alleviate pressure on the aging electrical grid. They are 

not intended to, and do not, significantly prolong the 

physical or economic life of the existing facilities. 

For these reasons, the project complies with the airport 

hazard requirements under 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D. 

Compliance has been determined through a broad-

level review; no site-specific review is required for this 

evaluation factor. Regulatory Agency and Review 

Parties 
See Appendix A Exhibit A-1. 

The proposed project is in compliance with Airport 

Hazards, particularly 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D in all 

Regional Groups (Groups 1-6). 

Coastal Barrier 

Resources  

Coastal Barrier 

Resources Act, as 

amended by the 

Coastal Barrier 

Yes     No 

      

Compliance will be achieved during the Tier II site-

specific review for all Regional Groups (Group 1-6), as 

described below. 

Exhibit A-2:   
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

compliance 

achieved at 

the broad 

level of 

review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Improvement Act of 

1990 [16 USC 3501] 

Group 1 : There is one designated unit of the Coastal 

Barrier Resources System (BRS) and two Otherwise 

Protected Areas (OPAs) in or adjacent to the Group 1 

area: PR-86P off the coast of Toa Baja, and PR-87 and 

PR-87P within and adjacent to Carolina (see Exhibit A-

2, Figure A-2-2).  

Group 2: There are six (6) designated units of the 

Coastal Barrier Resources System (CBRS) or Otherwise 

Protected Area (OPA) in or adjacent to the Group 2 

area; PR-81, PR-79, PR-80, PR-83, PR-84, and PR-

82P(Exhibit A-2 Figure A-2-2). 

Group 3: There are fifteen (15) designated units of the 

Coastal Barrier Resources System (CBRS) or Otherwise 

Protected Area (OPA) in or adjacent to the Group 3 

area; PR-66, PR-68, PR-69, PR-70, PR-72, PR-75, PR-76, PR-

77, PR-78, PR-65P, PR-64P, PR-66P, PR-67P, PR-75P, and 

PR-75P (Exhibit A-2 Figure A-2-2). 

Group 4: There are sixteen (16) designated units of the 

Coastal Barrier Resources System (CBRS) or Otherwise 

Protected Area (OPA) in or adjacent to the Group 4 

area; PR-51, PR-52, PR-53, PR-54, PR-55, PR-56, PR-57, PR-

59, PR-61, PR-50P, PR-57P, PR-58P, PR-60P, PR-62P, PR-

63P, and PR-64P (Exhibit A-2 Figure A-2-2). 

Group 5: There are twelve (12) designated units of the 

Coastal Barrier Resources System (CBRS) or Otherwise 

Protected Area (OPA) in or adjacent to the Group 5 

area; PR-43, PR-44, PR-45, PR-42, PR-46, PR-47, PR-50, PR-

51, PR-43P, PR-45P, PR-48P, and PR-49P (Exhibit A-2 

Figure A-2-2). 

Group 6: There are twenty-three (23) designated units 

of the Coastal Barrier Resources System (CBRS) or 

Otherwise Protected Area (OPA) in or adjacent to the 

Group 6 area; PR-02, PR-03, PR-05, PR-06, PR-07, PR-08A, 

PR-10, PR-39, PR-40, PR-41, PR-87, PR-04P, PR-08AP, PR-

08P, PR-09P, PR-12P, PR-13P, PR-14P, PR-15P, PR-16P, PR-

17P, PR-18P, and PR-87P (Exhibit A-2 Figure A-2-2) 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

compliance 

achieved at 

the broad 

level of 

review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Federal assistance is prohibited for projects located 

within a CBRS unit and/or OPA unless the project meets 

one of the exceptions outlined in 16 U.S.C. § 3505.  

The project activities evaluated under this section for 

the Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set-Aside 

Program are limited to improvements made to existing 

buildings. Specifically, they include the installation of 

photovoltaic panels exclusively on the roof of the 

property, along with the permanent mounting of 

batteries, control panels, and electric vehicle chargers 

on the walls of existing structures. All associated lines 

must remain above ground and may not be buried. 

These activity types do not qualify for any of the 

exemptions listed under 16 U.S.C. § 3505. Therefore, all 

applications will be reviewed during the site-specific 

review process to determine whether they are located 

within, or partially within, a CBRS unit and/or OPA. 

Regulatory Agency and Source Review 

See Appendix A Exhibit A-2. 

 

Tier II Site-Specific Review Determination Process 

In accordance with HUD regulation 24 CFR § 58.6, each 

application must be evaluated for compliance with 

the Coastal Barrier Resources Act (CBRA). To determine 

whether a project is located within a Coastal Barrier 

Resources System (CBRS) unit and/or an Otherwise 

Protected Area (OPA), the structure where the eligible 

project activities are performed should be reviewed in 

relation to the current U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

(USFWS) dataset. This evaluation should be conducted 

using the official USFWS web mapper or the most 

recent GIS files available at 

https://www.fws.gov/program/coastal-barrier-

resources-act/maps-and-data. 

If the structure is not located within a CBRS unit or OPA, 

the project is confirmed to be in compliance with the 

Coastal Barrier Resources Act, as amended by the 

Coastal Barrier Improvement Act of 1990. This 

determination must be documented in the Tier II Site-

Specific Checklist (SSC), including a project-specific 

https://www.fws.gov/program/coastal-barrier-resources-act/maps-and-data
https://www.fws.gov/program/coastal-barrier-resources-act/maps-and-data
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

compliance 

achieved at 

the broad 

level of 

review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

map showing the nearest CBRS unit or OPA to the 

project site as evidence. 

If the structure is located within a CBRS unit or OPA, 

federal assistance is prohibited for this program, as the 

eligible project activities do not meet any of the 

exemptions listed under 16 U.S.C. § 3505. In such cases, 

federal assistance is prohibited for projects located 

within a CBRS unit and/or OPA. Application cannot 

proceed in the Tier II SSC and review is concluded. The 

Certifying Official must be notified of review finding 

including a project-specific map in relation to the CBRS 

unit or OPA to support the determination. 

Consultation for Tier II, if Required 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 

Puerto Rico Department of Natural and Environmental 

Resources (DNER) 

Flood Insurance   

Flood Disaster Protection 

Act of 1973 and National 

Flood Insurance Reform 

Act of 1994; 24 CFR 55.5 

Yes     No 

      

Compliance will be achieved during the Tier II site-

specific review for all Regional Groups (Group 1-6), as 

described below.  

Exhibit A-3: The Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973 

requires that any project receiving federal assistance 

must be covered by flood insurance if it is located 

within a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA), as 

designated by the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA). Since 1978, Puerto Rico has 

participated in the National Flood Insurance Program 

(NFIP), which is administered by FEMA. All areas within 

the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico are eligible for NFIP 

policies.  

The Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set-Aside 

Program limits eligible project activities to 

improvements made to existing buildings. The activities 

evaluated under this section include the installation of 

photovoltaic panels exclusively on the roof of the 

property, as well as the permanent mounting of 

batteries, control panels, and electric vehicle chargers 

on the walls of existing structures. All associated lines 

must remain above ground and may not be buried. 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

compliance 

achieved at 

the broad 

level of 

review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Any project involving the repair, rehabilitation, or 

construction of insurable property located within a 

FEMA-designated SFHA—also known as the 100-year 

floodplain, as identified on the FEMA Flood Insurance 

Rate Map (FIRM)—must demonstrate compliance with 

the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973, as amended 

(42 U.S.C. §§ 4001–4128), unless it qualifies for an 

exemption from flood insurance requirements. 

Because the Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set-

Aside Program involves improvements to insurable 

property, any project located within an SFHA and 

receiving financial assistance must maintain NFIP-

compliant flood insurance coverage for the life of the 

structure, regardless of changes in ownership. The 

required coverage must be at least equal to the total 

project cost or the maximum available under the NFIP, 

whichever is less. 

Accordingly, all applications will undergo a site-

specific review to determine whether the structure 

where eligible project activities are performed is 

located within, or partially within, an SFHA based on the 

current effective FEMA FIRM. If the structure is found to 

be within or partially within the SFHA, the application 

will require mitigation in the form of obtaining and 

maintaining an NFIP-compliant flood insurance policy 

for the life of the structure, regardless of ownership 

transfers. 

In accordance with 24 CFR 55.5(a)(2), if the applicant 

has previously received federal assistance and failed 

to maintain a required flood insurance policy, the 

application will be deemed ineligible during the 

eligibility review process, prior to environmental review. 

Regulatory Agency and Source Review 

See Appendix A Exhibit A-3. 

Tier II Site-Specific Review Determination Process 

In accordance with HUD regulation 24 CFR § 55.5, each 

application must be evaluated for compliance with 

the Flood Disaster Protection Act. The Program will 

demonstrate compliance with 24 CFR § 55.5(a)(1) by 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

compliance 

achieved at 

the broad 

level of 

review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

requiring applicants to obtain and maintain a National 

Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)-compliant policy if the 

project building is located within an eligible Special 

Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) (100-year floodplain), as 

identified on the current Effective Flood Insurance Rate 

Map (FIRM) published by FEMA. 

For each Program application, compliance will be 

determined by evaluating whether the structure where 

eligible project activities are performed is located 

within an eligible Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) 

(100-year floodplain). This evaluation must reference 

the building footprint in relation to the Effective FIRM 

dataset, available through the official FEMA Flood Map 

Service Center at https://msc.fema.gov/portal/home. 

If the applicable Effective FIRM has not been digitized 

for use in FEMA’s online GIS viewer, the building 

location must be geo-referenced using the 

appropriate map panel, which can be downloaded 

from the same FEMA website. 

If the footprint of the building structure where eligible 

project activities are performed is determined to be 

outside an eligible Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) 

(100-year floodplain), the project is in compliance with 

the Flood Insurance Reform Act of 1994, as 

implemented under 24 CFR § 55.5. This finding must be 

documented in the Tier II Site-Specific Checklist (SSC), 

including a project-specific map showing the building’s 

location in relation to the nearest floodplain, as 

identified on the current Effective Flood Insurance Rate 

Map (FIRM) published by FEMA. 

If any portion of the building is located within an eligible 

Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) (100-year 

floodplain), the Tier II SSC must document the 

mitigation requirement for the applicant to obtain and 

maintain an NFIP-compliant flood insurance policy. The 

coverage must be in an amount at least equal to the 

total project cost and must be maintained for the 

economic lifespan of the structure, regardless of any 

changes in ownership. 

https://msc.fema.gov/portal/home
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

compliance 

achieved at 

the broad 

level of 

review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

The Tier II site-specific checklist will serve as evidence 

that the applicant has met the requirements in 

accordance with 24 CFR 55.5(a)(2), and may be 

deemed eligible during the eligibility review process—

prior to the environmental review—if federal assistance 

and a flood insurance policy were previously required. 

 

Consultation for Tier II, if Required 

Municipality Floodplain Coordinator 

Puerto Rico Planning Board 

HUD  

FEMA 

 

Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §58.5 

Clean Air  

Clean Air Act, as 

amended, particularly 

section 176(c) & (d); 40 

CFR Parts 6, 51, 93 

Yes     No 

      

Compliance determination achieved in the Tier I 

Broad level Review for all Regional Groups (Group 1-6), 

as described below. 

Exhibit A-4: Implementation of the Clean Air Act (CAA) 

in Puerto Rico is a shared responsibility between the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 2 and 

the Puerto Rico Department of Natural and 

Environmental Resources (DNER). 

The Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-Aside 

Program limits eligible activities to improvements made 

to existing buildings. These activities include the 

installation of photovoltaic panels exclusively on 

rooftops, and the permanent mounting of batteries, 

control panels, and electric vehicle (EV) chargers on 

the walls of existing structures. All associated electrical 

lines must remain above ground and may not be 

buried. 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

The eligible project activities do not create new sources 

of air pollution. As described, the project does not 

involve new construction or a change in land use to 

facilitate the development of public, commercial, or 

industrial facilities, nor does it involve five or more 

dwelling units. Accordingly, under HUD’s environmental 

review procedures, the project is presumed to result in 

emissions below de minimis levels and is considered 

compliant with the Clean Air Act (CAA). 

However, because implementation of the Clean Air Act 

is also governed by the Puerto Rico Department of 

Natural and Environmental Resources under the 

Regulations for the Control of Atmospheric Pollution 

(RCAP), 1995, Regulation No. 5300—and because 

Puerto Rico includes areas designated as 

nonattainment or in maintenance status for certain 

criteria pollutants—the eligible project activities were 

further evaluated for compliance with applicable 

federal, state, and local air quality regulations. 

This review will identify whether any of the 

nonattainment and/or maintenance areas are 

included in the program group where eligible project 

activities may be performed; and if so, how those 

activities comply with the Clean Air Act and applicable 

federal, state, and local air quality regulatory 

requirements. 

Puerto Rico has areas designated as nonattainment for 

National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) 

pollutants, specifically lead and sulfur dioxide (SO₂). 
Additionally, one area is classified as being in 

maintenance status for particulate matter (PM-10). 

These designations require careful evaluation to ensure 

that any federal action within the affected areas does 

not contribute to exceedances of air quality standards. 

Group 1: This project group includes areas designated 

as nonattainment for sulfur dioxide (SO₂) and an area 

under maintenance status for particulate matter (PM-

10), in accordance with the Clean Air Act (CAA). 

Group 2: This project group includes areas designated 

as nonattainment for two criteria pollutants: sulfur 

dioxide (SO₂) and lead (Pb). 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Group 3: All project areas are located outside the 

nonattainment areas for sulfur dioxide (SO₂) and lead 

(Pb), as well as outside the designated maintenance 

areas for particulate matter (PM-10), in compliance 

with the Clean Air Act (CAA).  

Group 4: All project areas are located outside the 

nonattainment areas for sulfur dioxide (SO₂) and lead 

(Pb), as well as outside the designated maintenance 

areas for particulate matter (PM-10), in compliance 

with the Clean Air Act (CAA). 

Group 5: This project group includes areas designated 

as nonattainment for sulfur dioxide (SO₂). 

Group 6: All project areas are located outside the 

nonattainment areas for sulfur dioxide (SO₂) and lead 

(Pb), as well as outside the designated maintenance 

areas for particulate matter (PM-10), in compliance 

with the Clean Air Act (CAA). 

Areas designated as nonattainment for sulfur dioxide 

(SO₂) and in maintenance status for particulate matter 

(PM-10). The federal action associated with the 

program will not result in direct or indirect emissions 

exceeding applicable thresholds for either criteria 

pollutant. 

SO₂ emissions are typically produced through the 

combustion of fossil fuels such as coal, petroleum, and 

fuel oil. The installation of rooftop photovoltaic panels 

and the permanent wall-mounting of batteries, control 

panels, and EV chargers are intended to support small 

and medium-sized businesses with renewable energy 

solutions. These improvements aim to increase grid 

resilience, reduce power outages, and relieve pressure 

on the aging electrical grid. As a result, the eligible 

project activities are not expected to generate SO₂ 
emissions and may instead have a beneficial effect by 

reducing reliance on SO₂-emitting energy sources. 

Sources of lead (Pb) emissions in the air are commonly 

associated industrial activities such as ore and metal 

processing, as well as piston-engine aircraft that 

operate on leaded aviation fuel. Other sources may 

include waste incinerators, utility operations, and lead-

acid battery manufacturers and smelting of lead.  
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

The proposed project activities—which involve installing 

energy efficiency improvements to existing structures—

are not associated with sources that emit lead into the 

air. Therefore, the project will neither create new 

sources of lead emissions nor alter existing lead emission 

levels in any designated non-attainment area. Any 

potential lead emissions from equipment installation—

such as drilling to mount solar components—are 

expected to be minimal and well below federal, state, 

and local de minimis thresholds related to air quality, 

especially given that the project does not involve new 

construction or land conversion. 

Furthermore, the project meets the exemption criteria 

outlined in Rule 206 of the RCAP (1995), Regulation No. 

5300, and is therefore in compliance with the Clean Air 

Act and all applicable state and local air quality 

regulations regarding lead emissions. 

While lead is not a concern under air quality standards 

for this project, any potential lead-related hazards 

subject to the Toxic Substances Control Act, the Lead 

Safe Housing Rule, or applicable Puerto Rico 

regulations will be evaluated under the Contamination 

and Toxic Substances section of the environmental 

review. 

Sources of lead (Pb) emissions in the air are commonly 

associated industrial activities such as ore and metal 

processing, as well as piston-engine aircraft that 

operate on leaded aviation fuel. Other sources include 

waste incinerators, utility operations, and lead-acid 

battery manufacturers and lead smelters. 
The proposed project activities—which involve installing 

energy efficiency improvements to existing structures—

are not associated with sources that emit lead into the 

air. Therefore, the project will neither create new 

sources of lead emissions nor alter existing lead emission 

levels in any designated non-attainment area. Any 

potential lead emissions from equipment installation—

such as drilling to mount solar components—are 

expected to be minimal and well below federal, state, 

and local de minimis thresholds related to air quality, 

especially given that the project does not involve new 

construction or land conversion. 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Furthermore, the project meets the exemption criteria 

outlined in Rule 206 of the RCAP (1995), Regulation No. 

5300, and is therefore in compliance with the Clean Air 

Act and all applicable state and local air quality 

regulations regarding lead emissions. 
While lead is not a concern under air quality standards 

for this project, any potential lead-related hazards 

subject to the Toxic Substances Control Act, the Lead 

Safe Housing Rule, or applicable Puerto Rico 

regulations will be evaluated under the Contamination 

and Toxic Substances section of the environmental 

review. 

PM-10 refers to inhalable particulate matter with 

diameters of 10 micrometers or less. Dust from 

equipment installation—such as drilling to mount solar 

components—may result in minimal particulate 

emissions. However, these emissions are expected to 

remain well below de minimis thresholds, as the project 

does not involve new construction or land conversion. 

Furthermore, under Puerto Rico’s air quality regulations, 

the project meets the exemption criteria outlined in 

Rule 206 of the RCAP (1995), Regulation No. 5300, and 

is therefore in compliance with the Clean Air Act and 

all applicable federal, state, and local air quality 

standards. 

Regulatory Agency and Source Review 

See Appendix A Exhibit A-4. 

The proposed project is in compliance with the Clean 

Air Act in all Regional Groups (Groups 1-6) and all 

applicable federal, state, and local air quality 

standards. 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Coastal Zone 

Management  

Coastal Zone 

Management Act, 

sections 307(c) & (d) 

 

Yes     No 

     

Compliance achieved in the Tier I Broad level Review 

for all Regional Groups (Group 1-6), as described 

below.  

Exhibit A-5: The Coastal Zone Management Program 

(CZMP) is authorized by the Coastal Zone Management 

Act (CZMA) of 1972 and is administered at the federal 

level by the Coastal Programs Division within the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s 

(NOAA) Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource 

Management. Puerto Rico’s Coastal Zone 

Management Program was approved by NOAA in 1978 

and is regulated under 24 CFR 58.5(c). 

The Puerto Rico Planning Board (PRPB) is the designated 

territorial agency responsible for reviewing and 

determining federal consistency with the Puerto Rico 

Coastal Zone Management Program, in accordance 

with procedures established in 15 CFR Part 930. The 

designated coastal management zone typically 

extends 1,000 meters inland from the coastline. 

However, this boundary may extend further inland in 

areas determined to contain important coastal 

resources (see Figure A-5-1). 

Federal assistance to applicant agencies for activities 

affecting any coastal use or resource is granted only 

when such activities are consistent with federally 

approved state coastal zone management plans. The 

Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-Aside 

Program limits eligible activities to improvements made 

to existing buildings. These include the installation of 

rooftop photovoltaic (PV) panels, and the permanent 

wall-mounted installation of batteries, control panels, 

and electric vehicle (EV) chargers. All associated 

electrical lines must remain above ground and may not 

be buried. 

Since the Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-

Aside Program is federally funded, its activities were 

reviewed for consistency with the Puerto Rico Coastal 

Zone Management Program. The results are as follows: 

Program sites located outside the designated Coastal 

Management Zone are not subject to PR Coastal Zone 

Management Program requirements and are therefore 

in compliance with the CZMA. 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Program sites located within the designated Coastal 

Management Zone have been found to comply with 

both HUD and territorial regulations. The PRPB has 

confirmed that the described project activities—those 

to be financed under this program—are consistent with 

the Puerto Rico Coastal Zone Management Program. 

As such, these activities do not require site-specific 

reviews or individual federal consistency 

determinations. 

The PRPB and the Puerto Rico Department of Housing 

(PRDOH) adopted Resolution JP-2024-004 on July 24, 

2024, and subsequently amended it on December 23, 

2024 (see Appendix A, Attachment A-5-1). According 

to Section A.2 of this resolution (or equivalent criteria 

under its approved amendments), “Projects or activities 

that are exempt from construction permits pursuant to 

Act 161-2009, as amended—known as the Puerto Rico 

Permit Process Reform Act—and the Joint Regulation 

for Evaluation and Expedition of Permits Related to 

Development, Land Use, and Business Operation 

(Regulation No. 9473),” do not have a significant 

impact on Puerto Rico’s coastal resources and 

therefore do not require federal consistency reviews. 

The Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-Aside 

Program is funded under CDBG-DR, and all eligible 

project activities do not require a construction permit 

from the Puerto Rico Office of Permit Management. This 

is in accordance with the Planning Board’s Joint 

Regulation 9473, approved on June 16, 2023, 

specifically Section 9.4.1.3.a.1, which states: 

“Photovoltaic solar installations that are installed on the 

roofs of structures and whose capacity is up to one 

megawatt do not require a construction or use permit. 

Nor will a building permit be required for systems up to 

one hundred kilowatts above ground.” 

In conclusion, all proposed activities under the Energy 

Support Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-Aside Program 

have been reviewed and confirmed to be fully 

compliant with federal and territorial coastal zone 

management requirements, ensuring the protection of 

Puerto Rico’s coastal resources while facilitating 

responsible energy infrastructure development. 

Regulatory Agency and Source Review 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

See Appendix A, Exhibit A-5.  

The proposed project is in compliance with the Coastal 

Zone Management Act in all Regional Groups (Group 

1-6).  

Contamination and 

Toxic Substances   

24 CFR Part  58.5 

40 CFR Part 61, Subpart 

M 

Puerto Rico Law No. 9 - 

1970 

40 CFR Part 745 Subpart 

E 

24 CFR Part 35, Subparts 

J & R 

Puerto Rico Law No. 416 

– 2004 and its 

implementation under 

DNER Regulation 9098 

Yes     No 

     

Compliance with radon and asbestos achieved in the 

Tier I Broad level Review for all Regional Groups (Group 

1-6), as described below. 

Compliance for on-site Contamination and Toxic 

Substances, Hazardous materials and facilities and lead 

based paint environmental factors under this review 

topic will be achieved during the Tier II site-specific 

review, for all Regional Groups (Group 1-6), as 

described below and in Appendix A, Exhibit A-6.  

 

The Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-Aside 

Program limits eligible project activities to 

improvements made to existing buildings. The activities 

evaluated in this section include the installation of 

photovoltaic (PV) panels exclusively on rooftops, along 

with the permanent wall-mounted installation of 

batteries, control panels, and electric vehicle (EV) 

chargers. All associated electrical lines must remain 

above ground and may not be buried. This financial 

assistance is intended to support small and medium-

sized businesses (SMBs) in Puerto Rico by providing 

access to renewable energy solutions. These 

improvements are designed to enhance grid resilience, 

reduce power outages, and alleviate pressure on the 

island’s aging electrical infrastructure. 

As part of the environmental review process, a Tier II 

site-specific review—with the exception of radon and 

asbestos—will be conducted to confirm that each 

project site is free of contamination. This review will 

ensure that the health and safety of site occupants are 

not adversely affected by environmental hazards, in 

conformance with the requirements of 24 CFR Part 58.5.  

Radon 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

On January 11, 2024, HUD issued Notice CPD-23-103, 

Departmental Policy for Addressing Radon in the 

Environmental Review Process, which requires the 

Responsible Entity (RE) to consider radon as part of the 

site contamination analysis for projects subject to HUD’s 

contamination regulations at 24 CFR 58.5(i), unless the 

project qualifies for an exemption. According to the 

notice, radon must be addressed in environmental 

reviews for projects involving structures that are or will 

be occupied for at least four (4) hours per day. 

The eligible business activities under the Energy Support 

Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-Aside Program are 

expected to meet this occupancy threshold, and thus 

would typically require radon consideration as part of 

the environmental review. 

However, there is currently no large-scale dataset 

available for Puerto Rico that meets HUD’s standards for 

determining radon hazard levels. On March 6, 2024, the 

Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH) formally 

consulted with HUD to document the absence of 

reliable scientific data and to explain that radon testing 

in Puerto Rico would be impractical and infeasible. This 

determination was based on prior research efforts that 

lacked adequate laboratory support, making it difficult 

to obtain accurate or consistent results. Additionally, 

there is a limited number of trained radon testing 

professionals on the island, which presents another 

barrier to compliance with HUD’s testing requirements. 

In response, on May 15, 2024, HUD requested that 

PRDOH consult with relevant agencies—including the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), United States 

Geological Survey (USGS), University of Puerto Rico – 

Mayagüez Campus, and the Puerto Rico Department 

of Natural and Environmental Resources (DNER)—to 

further document the lack of scientific data, as outlined 

in Section III.C. of Notice CPD-23-103. 

On August 20, 2024, PRDOH conducted formal 

consultations with the above-mentioned agencies and 

submitted information requests to state and federal 

entities. Responses were received from the following: 

United States Geological Survey (USGS); 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC); 

Puerto Rico Department of Health; 

United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

All responding agencies confirmed the absence of 

reliable, large-scale radon data for Puerto Rico and 

acknowledged the technical and logistical challenges 

associated with radon testing on the island. 

Based on these consultations and findings, radon 

testing is deemed infeasible and impracticable for the 

Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-Aside 

Program. Therefore, no further consideration or site-

specific evaluation of radon is required as part of the 

environmental review, in accordance with HUD Notice 

CPD-23-103. Supporting documentation is provided in 

Appendix A, Exhibit A-6. 

 

In conclusion, after reviewing the program in the 

context of the site contamination analysis requirements 

under 24 CFR 58.5(i), PRDOH has determined that radon 

testing is impractical and infeasible, and no further site-

specific evaluation is required for radon. Review 

analysis concluded in the Tier I Broad level Review.  

Asbestos  

Asbestos-Containing Materials (ACM) are commonly 

found in older building components such as roof 

coatings, sprayed-on fireproofing and insulation, joint 

compounds, floor mastics, and other materials. The 

rehabilitation or disturbance of such materials is 

regulated by the Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) under the National Emission Standards for 

Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP), including: 

40 CFR 61.145 – Standards for demolition and 

renovation 

40 CFR 61.150 – Standards for waste disposal related to 

manufacturing, fabricating, demolition, and spraying 

operations 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Puerto Rico Regulation No. 5300 - Regulation for the 

Control of Atmospheric Pollution 

Under 40 CFR 61.145(a)(4), these asbestos-related 

requirements apply only when renovation activities 

disturb more than 160 square feet or 35 cubic feet of 

ACM. 

The Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-Aside 

Program does not meet this threshold. All eligible 

project activities are limited to improvements on 

existing buildings, specifically: 

Installation of photovoltaic (PV) panels exclusively on 

rooftops 

Permanent wall-mounted installation of batteries, 

control panels, and electric vehicle (EV) chargers 

Electrical lines that remain above ground and are 

surface-mounted. 

In compliance with 40 CFR 61.145(a)(4) If the total 

amount of asbestos to be removed or disturbed is less 

than 260 linear feet, 160 square feet, or 35 cubic feet off 

of facility components (if the material could not be 

measured previously), then the Asbestos NESHAP does 

not require regulated asbestos-containing material to 

be removed before demolition or renovation activities 

occur. 

However, the installations under the Energy Support 

Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-Aside Program are minor in 

scope and involve limited surface penetration (e.g., 

drilling to mount equipment). They do not include 

demolition or renovation activities that would disturb 

significant quantities of ACM. The systems being 

installed have been consistently evaluated as non-

invasive and do not trigger permitting thresholds under 

NESHAP. 

While minimal dust or particulate emissions may result 

from surface drilling, these emissions are expected to 

remain well below de minimis thresholds and do not 

result in the release of regulated asbestos fibers. 

Additionally, the program does not include new 

construction or land conversion. 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Under Puerto Rico’s air quality regulations, these 

activities qualify for permitting exemptions under Rule 

206 of the Regulation for the Control of Atmospheric 

Pollution (RCAP), Regulation No. 5300, confirming 

compliance with the Clean Air Act and all applicable 

federal, state, and local air quality standards. 

The Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-Aside 

Program, funded through CDBG-DR, does not involve 

construction activities that would require a building or 

use permit. According to Planning Board Joint 

Regulation 9473, approved on June 16, 2023, Section 

9.4.1.3.a.1 states: 

“Photovoltaic solar installations that are installed on the 

roofs of structures and whose capacity is up to one 

megawatt do not require a construction or use permit. 

Nor will a building permit be required for systems up to 

one hundred kilowatts above ground.” 

As such, the proposed activities do not trigger 

construction permit requirements and do not involve 

regulated asbestos disturbance. No renovation or 

demolition activities that would exceed ACM 

thresholds are included in the program. 

Therefore, the compliance review for asbestos under 24 

CFR 58.5(i)(2) is considered complete at the Tier I Broad-

Level Review, and the program is determined to be in 

full compliance with all applicable federal and local 

asbestos-related regulations. 

The proposed project is in compliance with asbestos. 

On-Site Assessment 

The Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-Aside 

Program limits eligible project activities to 

improvements made to existing buildings. The activities 

evaluated under this section include the installation of 

photovoltaic (PV) panels exclusively on rooftops, as well 

as the permanent wall-mounted installation of 

batteries, control panels, and electric vehicle (EV) 

chargers. All associated electrical lines must remain 

above ground and may not be buried. 

According to HUD regulation 24 CFR 58.5(i)(2), “It is HUD 

policy that all property proposed for use in HUD 

programs be free of hazardous materials, 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

contamination, toxic chemicals and gases, and 

radioactive substances, where a hazard could affect 

the health and safety of occupants or conflict with the 

intended utilization of the property.” Additionally, 24 

CFR 58.5(i)(2)(ii) states that “the environmental review 

of non-residential property must include the evaluation 

of previous uses of the site or other evidence of 

contamination on or near the site, to ensure that the 

occupants of proposed sites are not adversely affected 

by any of the hazards.” 

To confirm compliance with Contamination and Toxic 

Substances requirements under 24 CFR Part 58.5, an on-

site environmental inspection conducted by a qualified 

professional is required for all applicant properties as 

part of the Tier II site-specific review. The inspection must 

visually assess whether toxic chemicals, hazardous 

materials, or other contamination hazards are present 

at the subject building, the land parcel on which it is 

located, and immediately adjacent properties. 

If the site inspection indicates that the property is 

contaminated or likely to be contaminated by toxic 

substances, hazardous materials, or petroleum 

products, the applicant must submit an ASTM-certified 

Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) report or 

other applicable environmental studies. Any identified 

hazards must be evaluated for their potential to affect 

the health and safety of site occupants and end-users. 

Relevant information about each property will be 

documented through field notes, site maps, and 

photographs. The inspection will focus on identifying 

visible indicators of environmental hazards, including 

but not limited to: soil staining, evidence of leaking 

containers, unusual odors, and signs of stressed or dying 

vegetation. Each site field inspection report will be 

included in the Tier II Environmental Review Record 

(ERR). 

For any project-specific scenario that falls outside the 

scope of this tiered review with respect to site 

contamination, PRDOH may, at its discretion, decide to 

proceed by treating the application as separate 

project by implementing a separate environmental 

review record. 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Hazardous Material Facilities 

HUD policy under 24 CFR 58.5(i)(2)(iii) states: “Particular 

attention should be given to any proposed sites on or in 

the general proximity of such areas as dumps, landfills, 

industrial sites, or other locations that contain, or may 

have contained, hazardous wastes.” All applications 

will undergo evaluation at the Tier II site-specific review 

level, which will include an on-site inspection by a 

qualified professional. 

In accordance with 24 CFR 58.5(i)(2), site-specific 

reviews for multifamily housing with five or more 

dwelling units (including leasing) or non-residential 

properties must include an evaluation of the site’s 

previous uses and other evidence of contamination on 

or near the site to ensure that future occupants will not 

be adversely affected by environmental hazards. 

As part of the Tier II review, the previous uses of each 

site will be assessed, including both the application 

parcel and adjoining properties. The evaluation will also 

include the review of environmental data for facilities 

located within a 3,000-foot radius of the proposed 

project activities. This assessment will utilize the best 

available information, which may include: 

EPA’s Geographic Information System (GIS) databases 

such as: 

NEPAssist 

Superfund List 

National Priorities List (NPL) 

Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) 

Brownfields (ACRES) 

Air Facility System (AFS) 

Hazardous Waste databases (RCRAInfo) 

Enforcement and Compliance History Online (ECHO) 

Relevant digital environmental data from the Puerto 

Rico Department of Natural and Environmental 

Resources (DNER). 

Any hazardous material facilities identified within the 

3,000-foot search radius will be examined to determine 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

their current regulatory status. If a facility has been 

designated as closed, documentation of its closure 

status will be attached to the Environmental Review 

Record (ERR). Active sites will be subject to further 

investigation to determine the extent of contamination 

and any potential impacts to the application property. 

All findings and supporting documentation will be 

included in the Tier II ERR, along with a summary 

notation outlining the results of the contamination 

review. 

Finally, 24 CFR 58.5(i)(2) also applies to the evaluation 

of potential contamination hazards related to lead-

based paint, which will be addressed accordingly as 

part of the Tier II site-specific review process, as 

described below and in Appendix A, Exhibit A-6. 

Lead-Based Paint  

Lead-based paint (LBP) and associated hazards are a 

significant concern, particularly in older buildings, due 

to their adverse health effects. These hazards are 

regulated under a combination of federal and local 

laws, including the Lead Safe Housing Rule (LSHR) at 24 

CFR Part 35, the EPA Renovation, Repair and Painting 

(RRP) Rule at 40 CFR Part 745 Subpart E, and Puerto Rico 

Regulation No. 9098. Collectively, these regulations 

establish requirements for lead hazard evaluation, 

disclosure, and safe work practices during renovation 

and rehabilitation activities. They apply to structures 

built before January 1, 1978. 

To provide further clarity, the LSHR, codified at 24 CFR 

Part 35, applies to "target housing"—defined by the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

as any housing constructed prior to January 1, 1978, 

with the exception of units exclusively designated for 

the elderly or persons with disabilities, unless a child 

under the age of six resides or is expected to reside 

there. 

By contrast, the EPA’s RRP Rule applies primarily to 

renovation activities in child-occupied facilities within 

commercial or residential buildings. A "child-occupied 

facility" refers to a portion of a building constructed 

before 1978 that is visited regularly by the same child 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

under six years old on at least two different days per 

week (Sunday–Saturday), for a total of at least six hours 

per week and more than 60 hours annually. Examples 

include daycares, preschools, and kindergartens. 

Complementing these federal regulations, Puerto Rico 

Regulation No. 9098, titled Regulation for the Proper 

Management of Lead-Based Paint Activities, governs 

LBP-related work in any building or facility occupied by 

sensitive populations. It defines "sensitive people" as the 

elderly, pregnant women, and others who may be 

particularly vulnerable to lead exposure. This regulation 

supplements federal requirements by establishing 

localized standards and procedures for LBP hazard 

mitigation across a broader scope of property types in 

Puerto Rico. 

Within this regulatory context, the Energy Support 

Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-Aside Program is limited to 

improvements made to existing buildings. Evaluated 

activities under this program include rooftop 

photovoltaic (PV) panel installation, permanent wall-

mounted installation of batteries, control panels, and 

electric vehicle (EV) chargers. All associated electrical 

wiring must remain above ground and may not be 

buried. 

The program primarily targets small and medium-sized 

businesses (SMBs) and commercial facilities that have 

been pre-identified as eligible under the program. 

Buildings used strictly for commercial purposes have 

been analyzed under this review to confirm whether 

they are subject to LSHR, EPA’s RRP Rule, and 

Regulation No. 9098. 

In some cases, eligible projects under the program may 

involve mixed-use buildings that contain both 

commercial and residential units. If these buildings 

include residential areas, they could be considered 

"target housing." However, under 24 CFR 35.115(a)(3), 

such mixed-use buildings that are part of eligible 

business activities under the program are exempt from 

LSHR. Therefore, these project activities remain in 

compliance with LSHR regardless of the building’s 

construction date. 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

For purposes of compliance with the RRP Rule, while the 

program does not intend to include buildings that meet 

the definition of “child-occupied facilities,” certain 

residential properties may still fall under the scope of the 

EPA RRP Rule as outlined in 40 CFR 745.82. 

While EPA’s RRP Rule mainly focuses on esidential 

properties and extends coverage to child-occupied 

facilities, Puerto Rico Regulation No. 9098 has a broader 

scope than either LSHR or RRP. It applies to a wide 

range of building types, including but not limited to: 

Office and industrial buildings 

Residential buildings and housing condominiums 

Government-owned buildings 

Schools, universities (public and private), museums, 

hospitals, and churches 

Infrastructure such as airports, bridges, highways, 

sidewalks, traffic signs, and towers 

Warehouses, stores, and factories 

This includes both interior spaces and connected 

exterior areas such as balconies, corridors, and 

mechanical systems that support indoor areas. 

Additionally, in accordance with 40 CFR 745.83 and 

Puerto Rico Regulation No. 9098, minor repairs and 

maintenance involving LBP are defined as work 

disturbing no more than six (6) square feet per room of 

interior painted surfaces or twenty (20) square feet on 

exterior painted surfaces. Projects not exceeding these 

thresholds are exempt from the requirements of both 

the RRP Rule and Regulation No. 9098. 

Although the listed installations under the program are 

generally minor in scope, they may involve limited 

surface penetration (e.g., drilling for mounting 

equipment) and could disturb LBP above de minimis 

thresholds. Therefore, these activities must be 

evaluated for compliance at the site-specific level with 

the applicable regulatory thresholds under the RRP Rule 

and Puerto Rico Regulation No. 9098. 

Because lead-based paint disturbance may result from 

drilling or mounting on buildings constructed before 



 PUERTO RICO RECOVERY PROGRAM REGIONAL GROUPS 1-6 

TIER I ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD 

 

58 
 

Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

1978, it cannot be categorically determined at the Tier 

I broad-level review whether projects fall below de 

minimis thresholds. As a result, compliance with the RRP 

Rule and Regulation No. 9098 must be confirmed at the 

Tier II site-specific level for all Regional Groups (Group 

1–6). 

If the project building was built after January 1, 1978 or 

the project demonstrates project activities disturb no 

more than six (6) square feet per room of interior 

painted surfaces or twenty (20) square feet on exterior 

painted surfaces, the project is in compliance with 

EPA’s RRP and Regulation No. 9098.  

However, a lead-based paint assessment will be 

required for buildings constructed before 1978 and 

cannot demonstrate project activities disturb no more 

than six (6) square feet per room of interior painted 

surfaces or twenty (20) square feet on exterior painted 

surfaces. These lead-based paint assessment shall be 

performed by a DNER Certified LBP Inspector. This will be 

documented as a mitigation measure in the Tier II site-

specific checklist.  

See Appendix A Exhibit A-6. 

Consultation for Tier II, if Required 

HUD Region IV 

Puerto Rico DNER 

Endangered Species  

Endangered Species Act 

of 1973, particularly 

section 7; 50 CFR Part 

402 

Yes     No 

     

Compliance determination achieved in the Tier I Broad 

level Review for all Regional Groups (Group 1-6), as 

described below.  

Exhibit A-7: The Endangered Species Act (ESA), as 

amended, along with its implementing regulations, 

requires federal agencies to conserve threatened and 

endangered (T&E) species and to ensure that any 

action they authorize, fund, or implement does not 

jeopardize the continued existence of these species in 

the wild or result in the destruction or adverse 

modification of their critical habitats. Accordingly, 

environmental reviews must assess potential impacts 

not only on listed species but also on any candidate or 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

proposed T&E species and their designated or 

proposed critical habitats. 

To initiate consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (USFWS) and the Puerto Rico Department of 

Natural and Environmental Resources (DNER), the 

USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) 

system was accessed to identify federally listed T&E 

species with potential to occur in the project area. The 

identified species are listed in Exhibit A-7, Table A-7-1.  

Group 1: Within the Group 1 Municipalities, one (1) 

designated critical habitat overlaps with the project 

area (see Exhibit A-7, Figure A-7-1). 

Group 2: Within the Group 2 Municipalities, four (4) 

designated critical habitats overlap with the project 

area (see Exhibit A-7, Figure A-7-1). 

Group 3: Within the Group 3 Municipalities, five (5) 

designated critical habitats overlap with the project 

area (see Exhibit A-7, Figure A-7-1). 

Group 4: Within the Group 4 Municipalities, four (4) 

designated critical habitats overlap with the project 

area (see Exhibit A-7, Figure A-7-1). 

Group 5: Within the Group 5 Municipalities, four (4) 

designated critical habitats overlap with the project 

area (see Exhibit A-7, Figure A-7-1). 

Group 6: Within the Group 6 Municipalities, six (6) 

designated critical habitats overlap with the project 

area (see Exhibit A-7, Figure A-7-1). 

The Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-Aside 

Program restricts eligible project activities to 

improvements made to existing buildings. These 

activities include the installation of photovoltaic (PV) 

panels on rooftops, as well as the permanent wall-

mounted installation of batteries, control panels, and 

electric vehicle (EV) chargers. All associated electrical 

lines must remain above ground and may not be 

buried. Therefore, program activities are strictly 

confined to building surfaces—roofs, walls, and floors—

with no land disturbance or vegetation clearing 

allowed. 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Given these constraints, all project activities will have 

No Effect on federally protected species, critical 

habitats, or other protected areas, as they do not 

impact the natural habitat of any T&E species.  

The Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH) 

initiated consultation with USFWS and DNER on October 

10, 2024, requesting concurrence the program eligible 

project activities meet Project Criteria 4 “Rehabilitation 

of existing occupied single family homes, and buildings; 

provided that equipment storage or staging areas are 

not located on vacant property harboring a wetland 

and/or forested vegetation and that the lighting 

associated to the new facilities is not visible directly or 

indirectly from a beach.” under the Blanket Clearance 

Letter (BCL) for Federally sponsored projects, Housing 

and Urban Development  issued on January 14, 2013.  

USFWS provided concurrence on November 6, 2024, 

stating the following: “Based on the information 

provided, we determined the project proposed 

qualifies for the blanket clearance letter. Nevertheless, 

if the project is modified this office should be contacted 

concerning the need for the initiation of consultation 

under section 7 of Endangered Species Act of 1973.”  

However, On March 20, 2025, the USFWS and the Puerto 

Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH) acting as the 

responsible entity designated by HUD decided to 

review and update the BCL to ensure that new 

available information regarding the consultation 

process is included. The BCL approved by USFWS on 

April 24, 2025 replaces the January 14, 2013, Blanket 

Clearance Letter for HUD sponsored projects. 

Therefore, under the revised BCL, PRDOH update the 

project criteria the Energy Support Incentive Program 

2.0 – Set-Aside Program restricts eligible project 

activities qualify. Under the current BCL, the project 

qualifies under project criteria 26. “Installation of solar 

panels, battery storage systems and/or associated 

utility infrastructure, either above ground or 

underground, on existing or new concrete pads, 

existing or new roofs, ground or pole mounted.” 

Based on the nature of the projects described above 

and habitat characteristics described on project 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

criteria, it was determined that the actions and type of 

projects described above may be conducted within 

this BCL without adversely affecting federally-listed 

species under our jurisdiction. Thus, consultation under 

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act is not 

required. The project is in compliance with Endangered 

Species and Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.  

See USFWS correspondance is included in Appendix A, 

Exhibit A-7. 

 

Regulatory Agency and Source Review 

See Appendix A Exhibit A-7. 

The proposed project is in compliance Endangered 

Species and the Endangered Species Act of 1973; 

particularly section 7. 

 

Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Explosive and 

Flammable Hazards 

24 CFR Part 51 Subpart C 

Yes     No 

     

Compliance determination achieved in the Tier I Broad 

level Review for all Regional Groups (Group 1-6), as 

described below.  

Exhibit A-8: The Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 – 

Set-Aside Program limits eligible project activities to 

improvements made exclusively to existing buildings. 

Evaluated activities under this section include the 

installation of photovoltaic (PV) panels on rooftops, 

along with the permanent wall-mounted installation of 

batteries, control panels, and electric vehicle (EV) 

chargers. All associated electrical lines must remain 

above ground and are not permitted to be buried. 

These installations are designed to support small- and 

medium-sized businesses (SMBs) in maintaining 

operations through the integration of renewable 

energy solutions. The improvements aim to enhance 

grid resilience, reduce power outages, and relieve 

pressure on Puerto Rico’s aging electrical infrastructure. 



 PUERTO RICO RECOVERY PROGRAM REGIONAL GROUPS 1-6 

TIER I ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD 

 

62 
 

Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Notably, the program does not involve development, 

construction, or rehabilitation activities that would 

increase residential density or result in land use 

conversion. 

Under 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart C, the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development (HUD) highlights 

concerns with actions that involve development or 

rehabilitation likely to increase residential densities or 

result in land conversion. These concerns are not 

applicable to the Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 

– Set-Aside Program, as all funded activities are limited 

to existing commercial structures. As such, a site-

specific evaluation under this regulation is not required. 

Although the program includes the installation of new 

electrical and energy components, the Puerto Rico 

Department of Housing (PRDOH) conducted a 

supplemental evaluation to ensure compliance with 

federal regulations concerning explosive and 

flammable hazards. This assessment confirmed that 

project activities will not pose injury risks to building 

occupants or end users. 

The Battery Storage Systems (BSS) included in the 

program may contain flammable or combustible 

chemicals. However, when installed in accordance 

with manufacturer specifications and applicable safety 

standards, PV panels and battery systems do not 

present an explosive hazard and fall outside the scope 

of hazardous materials as defined by 24 CFR Part 51 

Subpart C. 

Additionally, the program ensures that all installations 

adhere to relevant electrical and fire safety codes. 

Battery systems will be housed in enclosures that meet 

fire resistance and safety requirements, further 

minimizing any potential fire risks. 

The second requirement under the Explosive and 

Flammable Hazards section of HUD’s regulations 

involves evaluating the potential presence of a 

hazardous facility—a facility that primarily stores, 

handles, or processes flammable or combustible 

chemicals, such as bulk fuel storage facilities and 

refineries. Under 24 CFR 51.204, it is stated: 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

“In reviewing applications for proposed HUD-assisted 

projects involving the installation of hazardous facilities, 

the Department shall ensure that such hazardous 

facilities are located at an acceptable separation 

distance from residences and from any other facility or 

area where people may congregate or be present.” 

The Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-Aside 

Program may involve applicants that qualify as 

hazardous facilities—such as liquefied petroleum gas 

(LPG) dealers—applying to receive energy 

improvements to existing building structures located 

within such facilities. 

However, as previously described, the project limits 

eligible activities to improvements made exclusively to 

existing buildings, including the installation of rooftop 

photovoltaic (PV) panels and permanent wall-

mounted batteries, control panels, and electric vehicle 

(EV) chargers. These installations support small- and 

medium-sized businesses (SMBs) by integrating 

renewable energy solutions to enhance grid resilience, 

reduce power outages, and relieve pressure on Puerto 

Rico’s aging electrical infrastructure. 

For compliance under this section, a HUD-assisted 

project is defined as: 

“The development, construction, rehabilitation, 

modernization, or conversion with HUD subsidy, grant 

assistance, loan, loan guarantee, or mortgage 

insurance, of any project which is intended for 

residential, institutional, recreational, commercial, or 

industrial use.” 

Additionally, for the purposes of this subpart, the terms 

“rehabilitation” and “modernization” refer specifically 

to repairs or renovations that result in an increased 

number of people being exposed to hazardous 

operations—such as increasing residential densities, 

converting a building for habitation, or making a 

vacant building habitable. 

Importantly, the energy improvements under the 

Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-Aside 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Program do not meet the definitions of “rehabilitation” 

or “modernization,” as the improvements are not 

repairs or renovations of a building, nor do they 

increase occupancy or convert a building to 

habitation. 

Moreover, due to the nature of the eligible activities—

which are limited to rooftop solar panel installation, 

wall-mounted energy components, and above-ground 

electrical connections—the project scope under the 

program does not introduce or exacerbate explosive or 

flammable hazards, regardless of whether activities 

occur within or near hazardous facilities. 

Therefore, the project is in compliance with HUD’s 

Explosive and Flammable Hazards requirements, 

regardless of whether eligible activities take place 

within a hazardous facility (e.g., LPG dealer). 

In conclusion, the project complies with the Explosive 

and Flammable Hazards requirements set forth in 24 

CFR Part 51 Subpart C at the Tier I Broad level review for 

all Regional Groups (Group 1-6). 

Regulatory Agency and Source Review 

See Appendix A Exhibit A-8. 

The proposed project is in compliance Explosive and 

Flammable Hazards and 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart C. 

 

Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Farmlands Protection   

Farmland Protection 

Policy Act of 1981, 

particularly sections 

1504(b) and 1541; 7 CFR 

Part 658 

Yes     No 

     

Compliance determination achieved in the Tier I Broad 

level Review for all Regional Groups (Groups 1-6), as 

described below. 

Exhibit A-9: The Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) 

of 1981 (7 USC 4201 et seq.) regulates Federal actions 

with the potential to convert farmland to non-

agricultural uses. The purpose of the Act, as regulated 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

in 7 CFR 658, is “to minimize the extent to which Federal 

programs contribute to the unnecessary and 

irreversible conversion of farmland to nonagricultural 

uses.” 

“Farmland”, in accordance with 7 CFR 658.2(a), is 

defined as “prime or unique farmlands as defined in 

section 1540(c)(1) of the Act or farmland that is 

determined by the appropriate … government agency 

… to be farmland of statewide or local importance.” 

The definition further explains that farmland does not 

include land already in or committed to urban 

development or water storage, and that farmland 

already in urban development includes all land with a 

density of 30 structures per 40-acre area. 

The Department of Agriculture Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) makes determinations of 

prime and unique farmlands in Puerto Rico, and 

consultation with the NRCS is required if farmland that is 

protected under the FPPA is to be converted to 

nonagricultural uses. Exhibit A-9, Figure A-9-1 shows 

farmlands in Puerto Rico. 

The proposed Program actions do not include any 

activities that could potentially convert agricultural 

land to non-agricultural use. While prime farmland or 

farmlands of statewide importance may be mapped at 

Program application sites, all projects are exempt from 

review under the FFPA as the project activities are 

limited to affixing PVAs, BBSs and electrical vehicle 

charging stations to existing building roofs and walls; 

therefore, designated farmlands will not be impacted  

since project activities do not include new construction, 

acquisition of undeveloped land, or conversion, that 

could potentially convert farmlands to non-agricultural 

uses.  

The Program is in compliance with the Farmland 

Protection Policy Act.  

Regulatory Agency and Source Review 

See Appendix A Exhibit A-9. 

Review regarding Farmlands Protection is complete. 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Floodplain Management   

Executive Order 11988; 

24 CFR Part 55;  

Yes     No 

     
Compliance determination will be achieved during the 

site-specific review for all Regional Groups (Group 1–6), 

as described below. 

Exhibit A-10: Effective May 23, 2024, HUD implemented 

amended floodplain regulations for 24 CFR Part 55 

compliance within 89 FR 30850. PRDOH has decided to 

use the 0.2-Percent-Annual-Chance (500-Year) Flood 

Approach (0.2PFA) as their primary method for this 

program (see Appendix A, Attachment A-10-1). This 

policy also meets or exceeds the regulatory 

requirements listed in Puerto Rico Planning Board 

Regulation 13, as currently amended. 

The floodplain data associated with current FEMA 

Effective Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), Preliminary 

Flood Insurance Rate Map (PFIRM), and Puerto Rico 

Advisory Base Flood Elevations (ABFE) Map, along with 

the number of acres associated with each flood zone 

for all Regional Groups (Group 1–6), are presented in 

Exhibit A-10, Figures A-10-1, 2, and 3. 

PRDOH’s implementation policy for the program will be 

as follows: 
 “Although Federally generated CISA data exists for 

nearly 60% of the island, HUD has not adopted it for use 

in determining the floodplain for Federally funded 

projects; therefore, PRDOH will apply the most 

protective initial and preferred approach between the 

1-Percent-Annual-Chance and the 0.2-Percent-

Annual-Chance Flood Approach (0.2 PFA) to identify 

the floodplain. The determination shall be made using 

the best available information and information 

provided in the latest FEMA resources, including the 

Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), Preliminary Flood 

Insurance Rate Map (PFIRM), or Advisory Base Flood 

Elevation (ABFE) maps. The horizontal extent of the 

floodplain includes the 100-year floodplain (1% annual 

chance) and 500-year floodplain (0.2 percent-annual 

chance) based on FEMA maps. The vertical extent, or 

floodplain elevation, varies based on the applicable 

flood zone type and whether the project involves a 

critical action/facility.” 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

The Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-Aside 

Program limits eligible project activities to 

improvements made to existing buildings. The activities 

evaluated in this section include the installation of 

photovoltaic (PV) panels exclusively on rooftops, along 

with the permanent wall-mounted installation of 

batteries, control panels, and electric vehicle (EV) 

chargers. All associated electrical lines must remain 

above ground and may not be buried and no ground 

disturbance will be performed. 

As described, the proposed activities meet the criteria 

of special projects for the purpose of improving the 

energy or water efficiency of utilities or installing 

renewable energy that involve improvement of existing 

structures or infrastructure. PRDOH has the activities 

covered under this tiered review to comply with 24 CFR 

55.13(f). Projects that meet the requirements under this 

regulation are exempted from the need to perform the 

8-step decision-making process outlined in 24 CFR 

55.20. 

To verify that the 24 CFR 55.13(f) conditions are met—

first, the project must not be a substantial improvement 

and must not include the installation of equipment 

below the floodplain elevation—each application site 

shall undergo a compliance site-specific review that will 

be documented in the Tier II site-specific checklist. 

Moreover, it is important to note under the floodplain 

management review section that the Program will 

target businesses that perform important functions 

(community lifelines) as the eligible business activities. 

While some eligible businesses may potentially meet the 

general description of a "Critical Action" under 24 CFR 

55.2(b)(3), the eligible project activities themselves are 

not considered critical actions. This determination is 

based on the fact that the installation of solar panels on 

existing rooftops will not create, maintain, or extend the 

life of the structure. These improvements are specifically 

designed to enhance energy resilience, reduce power 

outages, and relieve pressure on Puerto Rico’s aging 

electrical grid. They are not intended to, and do not, 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

significantly prolong the physical or economic life of the 

existing facilities. 

“PRDOH may, at its discretion, decide to proceed by 

treating the application as a separate project outside 

the scope of this tiered review by implementing a 

separate environmental review record.” If any projects 

do not meet the conditions and criteria outlined for 

compliance under this tiered review, the project may 

be evaluated under a separate ERR to ensure the 

project meets the compliance requirements under 24 

CFR Part 55 and Program Guidelines. 

Regulatory Agency and Source Review 

See Appendix A, Exhibit A-10. 

Site-Specific Review Determination Process 

The relevant data sources used to determine the 

floodplain will include the most recent FEMA data or 

guidance, such as Advisory Base Flood Elevations 

(ABFEs), and both Preliminary and Effective Flood 

Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs). Properties designated as 

having a Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA) or Letter 

of Map Revision (LOMR) are excluded from the analysis. 

Under guidance published in 89 FR 30850, HUD has 

eliminated the previous exemption found in 24 CFR 

55.12(c)(8). Therefore, these properties are to be 

assessed as though those documents do not exist. 

The application building will be evaluated in 

accordance with the PRDOH floodplain management 

policy using the most current FEMA data available 

through the FEMA Flood Map Service Center or an 

equivalent GIS dataset. HUD guidelines require that, 

when available, Preliminary FIRMs must be reviewed in 

addition to Effective FIRMs to determine the presence 

of regulated floodplains. Note that digital data may not 

always be available on the FEMA Flood Map Service 

Center website. 

The horizontal extent of the floodplain will be defined to 

include all 100-year and 500-year floodplain zones, 

using the most conservative values from FEMA’s 

Effective FIRMs and ABFE maps. Project sites where the 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

entire building is located outside of the floodplain are 

considered compliant with Executive Orders 11988 and 

13690, as well as 24 CFR Part 55. 

The activities under this tiered review will demonstrate 

compliance with 24 CFR Part 55.13(f). If any portion of 

the application building is located within a regulated 

floodway, Coastal High Hazard Area (CHHA) (Zones “V” 

or “VE”), or within the inland limit of the Coastal A Zone 

(Limit of Moderate Wave Action), the application does 

not meet the criteria outlined in 24 CFR 55.16 and shall 

not proceed under the Tier II form. In such cases, a map 

must document the reason, and all related activities 

must be halted and referred to the Certifying Official. 

PRDOH may, at its discretion, treat the application as a 

separate project outside the scope of this tiered review 

by conducting a separate environmental review 

record. 

All equipment must be located above the floodplain 

elevation. Per 24 CFR 55.13(f), no project located within 

the floodplain may exceed the substantial 

improvement threshold defined in 24 CFR 55.2(b)(12), 

except in the case of properties listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places (NRHP). If such a property is 

involved, floodplain elevation requirements still apply, 

and project eligibility must be confirmed through the 

SHPO consultation process, as described in the Historic 

Preservation section of Section 3.0. 

To determine if project activities will result in substantial 

improvement to any other potentially eligible building, 

the cost of the proposed funded activity will be 

compared against the building’s improvement value as 

shown on the 2017 tax record or an independent real 

estate appraisal. Costs for remediating hazardous 

materials (e.g., lead-based paint) shall be excluded 

from the calculation. If the calculated value exceeds 

50.0%, the activity is classified as a substantial 

improvement, rendering the application noncompliant 

under 24 CFR 55.13(f). All review activities will be 

stopped and referred to the Certifying Official. PRDOH 

may, at its discretion, proceed by treating the 

application as a separate project and initiating a new 

environmental review record. If the calculation is below 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

50.0%, then all equipment under the Energy Support 

Incentive Program 2.0 Set-Aside must be installed 

above the floodplain elevation. 

If the most restrictive of the three referenced maps 

indicates that the building is located in a floodplain, the 

elevation requirement recorded in Tier II will be the Base 

Flood Elevation (BFE) in feet above mean sea level 

(amsl), using the 500-year (0.2% annual chance) flood 

elevation as the most restrictive and conservative 

approach. If the map does not include a BFE value, the 

nearest available 100-year (1% annual chance) BFE 

shall be used. 

The Tier II review will confirm that no equipment 

installation occurs below the floodplain. PRDOH will 

utilize the best available site-specific information to 

identify the building’s lowest level elevation where 

equipment will be installed, in relation to the most 

restrictive BFE. Documentation sources may include, 

but are not limited to: 

• PR Planning Board’s Standard Risk 

Determination – Determinación Standard 

• US Geological Survey’s The National Map – 

Elevation Point Query Service (EPQS) 

• US Geological Survey’s topoView – Get Maps | 

topoView 

• A FEMA Elevation Certificate signed by a 

certified professional 

The following site-specific scenarios may be 

encountered: 

(1) The building where all energy improvements will 

take place is located above the base flood elevation. 

Therefore, all equipment will be installed above the 

floodplain elevation. The application is compliant 

under 24 CFR 55.13(f) and may proceed. 

(2) The building where energy improvement equipment 

will be installed is below the base flood elevation. The 

site-specific review will document the building’s 

elevation in relation to the floodplain and specify the 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

minimum elevation at which equipment must be 

installed to ensure compliance. The case will be 

referred for mitigation to confirm adherence to 

installation requirements. 

A map showing the delineated floodplain must be 

included with the Tier II to document findings. The Tier II 

must also note any identified mitigation requirements 

for equipment installation as a condition of funding 

and confirm compliance.  

Consultation for Tier II, if Required 

Municipality Floodplain Coordinator 

Puerto Rico Planning Board 

Historic Preservation   

National Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966, 

as amended, 

particularly Section 106; 

36 CFR Part 800 

Yes     No 

     

Compliance will be achieved during the Tier II site-

specific review for all Regional Groups (Group 1-6), as 

described below. 

The Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set-Aside 

Program will comply with Section 106 of the National 

Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) using the framework 

established in the Programmatic Agreement (PA). This 

PA was originally executed on May 6, 2016, between 

FEMA, the Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office 

(SHPO), and the Puerto Rico Emergency Management 

Agency, and first amended on May 31, 2018. The PA 

was adopted by the Puerto Rico Department of 

Housing (PRDOH) through the HUD Addendum on 

December 18, 2018. A second amendment to the PA 

was executed on November 13, 2019, and a third 

amendment was executed on May 5, 2023. This last 

amendment extended the life of the PA until May 5, 

2026.  

The PA provides a defined process for compliance with 

Section 106 by stipulating roles and responsibilities, 

exemptions for certain undertakings from Section 106 

review (Programmatic Allowances), establishes 

protocols for consultation, facilitates the identification 

and evaluation of historic properties, and streamlines 

the assessment and resolution of adverse effects. These 

exemptions, or Programmatic Allowances are for 

activities that have been determined through FEMA’s 

experience to have no or minimal potential to affect 

historic properties when implemented as specified in 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Appendix B of the PA. (see Exhibit A-11, Attachment A-

11-1). 

The PA outlines specific activities, as defined in 

Appendix B: Programmatic Allowances, that have 

been determined to have no or minimal effect on 

historic properties if implemented as specified without 

requiring formal SHPO consultation. The Programmatic 

Allowances consist of two tiers – First Tier and Second 

Tier.  

First Tier Allowances can be applied by staff whether or 

not they meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional 

Qualifications Standards. These do not apply to projects 

within or adjacent to historic districts or individual 

properties determined to be eligible for or listed in the 

National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) nor a 

National Historic Landmark (NHL). Examples of these 

allowances relevant to the Energy Support Incentive 

Program 2.0 Set-Aside Program include: 

• Repair, retrofit, and reconstruction of buildings, 

and structures less than forty-five (45) years old (at the 

time of review), unless located in or adjacent to a 

historic district; and  

• Replacement, relocation or installation of solar 

panels on the roof of buildings less than forty-five (45) 

years of age (at the time of review), except when 

located within or adjacent to a historic district. 

At this time there are no Second Tier Allowances that 

can be applied except for Tier II, Allowance B.13.a 

which can be applied only when a building has been 

previously determined ineligible: “Repair or retrofit of 

buildings/structures that have been previously 

determined ineligible for listing in the National Register 

within the last five (5) years.” Evidence of this previous 

determination will be included as supporting evidence, 

if appliable.  

If it is determined that a project (undertaking) meets 

allowances in its entirety, the Section 106 Review 

process can be completed by documenting the 

applicable allowances in the project file, without SHPO 

consultation or notification. However, if the project 

involves a National Historic Landmark (NHL) and can be 

cleared on allowances, PRDOH will notify SHPO and the 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

National Park Service (NPS) NHL Manager of the NPS 

Southeast Regional Office of this determination and 

provide the supporting documentation. 

If allowances cannot be applied to a project 

(undertaking) its entirety, then consultation as outlined 

in Stipulation II. C: Standard Project Review, is required 

with SHPO. Examples of activities that require 

consultation include but are not limited to: ground 

disturbing activities and/or installation of equipment on 

a structure 45 years in age or greater at the time of the 

review. Documentation will be submitted to SHPO that 

includes but is not limited to a detailed project 

description, an assessment of the project’s direct and 

indirect/visual effects on historic properties within and 

adjacent to the project, and a recommendation. The 

SHPO will concur or not concur with the 

recommendation made by the Program.  

Activities with the potential to affect historic properties 

will be analyzed to ensure there will be no adverse 

effects. Resources such as the NPS’s Technical 

Preservation Services Bulletin No. 52 “Interpreting the 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation: 

Incorporating Solar Panels in a Rehabilitation Project” 

(https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/upload/its-52-

incorporating-solar-panels.pdf) and “Solar Panels on 

Historic Properties” 

(https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/solar-panels-on-

historic-properties.htm) will be taken into account. 

Scope changes will be evaluated to determine if they 

can be cleared on Programmatic Allowances or if 

consultation must be initiated.  

Regulatory Agency and Source Review  

See Exhibit A-11 

Consultation for Tier II, if Required 

Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office  

National Park Service 

Refer to the Appendix B Tier II: Site-specific Project 

Review form and strategy for each individual property 

for compliance determination. 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

 

Consultation for Tier II, if Required 

Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office 

Local Historic Preservation Societies 

National Park Service 

Noise Abatement and 

Control   

Noise Control Act of 

1972, as amended by 

the Quiet Communities 

Act of 1978; 24 CFR Part 

51 Subpart B 

Yes     No 

     

 

Compliance achieved in the Tier I Broad level Review 

for all Regional Groups (Group 1-6), as described 

below.  

Exhibit A-12: The PRDOH has considered noise criteria 

and standards according to the provision at 24 CFR 

51.101(a)(2), which states that “Responsible Entities 

under 24 CFR 58 must take into consideration the noise 

criteria and standards in the environmental review 

process and consider ameliorative actions when noise 

sensitive land development is proposed in noise 

exposed areas.” 

The Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set-Aside 

Program activities are limited to the installation of 

energy improvements on existing buildings. These 

eligible project activities will not involve new 

construction, expansion of the existing building 

footprint, or a change in the property's use. Therefore, 

the program’s activities are consistent with HUD’s noise 

abatement and control requirements under 24 CFR 

51.101(a)(3), as well as PRDOH’s regulatory 

interpretation and applicability.  

Additionally, the program’s eligible project activities will 

not introduce or create new noise-generating sources. 

The installations under the Energy Support Incentive 

Program 2.0 – Set-Aside Program are minor and 

temporary in scope, involving only limited drilling to 

mount equipment. These activities do not include 

demolition or renovation work that could otherwise 

affect, alter, or change a site's noise acceptability 

standards. 

Due to the scope and nature of the project, noise 

impacts are not anticipated. The Program is in 

compliance with the Noise Control Act.  

Regulatory Agency and Source Review 

See Appendix A Exhibit A-12. 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

The project is in compliance with Noise Abatement and 

Control.  

Sole Source Aquifers   

Safe Drinking Water Act 

of 1974, as amended, 

particularly section 

1424(c); 40 CFR Part 149 

Yes     No 

     

 

Compliance determination achieved in the Tier I Broad 

level Review for all Regional Groups (Group 1-6), as 

described below.  

Exhibit A-13: According to the US Environmental 

Protection Agency’s Source Water Protection, Sole 

Source Aquifer Protection Program, there are no Sole 

Source Aquifers in Puerto Rico (Exhibit A-13 Figure A-13-

1). No further evaluation is required. The project is in 

compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act.   

Regulatory Agency and Source Review 

See Appendix A Exhibit A-13.  

The project is in compliance with Sole Source Aquifers.  

Wetlands Protection   

Executive Order 11990 

and 24 CFR 55 Subpart B; 

89 FR 30850 

Yes     No 

     

 

Compliance achieved in the Tier I Broad level Review 

for all Regional Groups (Group 1-6), as described 

below.  

Exhibit A-14: Under Executive Order 11990, 24 CFR 55.9, 

and 24 CFR 55.16, the decision-making process outlined 

in 24 CFR 55.20 applies to federal assistance for new 

construction when the project area is in close proximity 

to wetlands. 

The Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-Aside 

Program limits eligible project activities to 

improvements made exclusively to existing buildings. 

Evaluated activities under this section include the 

installation of photovoltaic (PV) panels on rooftops, as 

well as the permanent, wall-mounted installation of 

batteries, control panels, and electric vehicle (EV) 

chargers. All associated electrical lines must remain 

above ground and are not permitted to be buried. 

The project’s eligible activities for funding under this 

program are limited strictly to improvements to existing 

buildings. The project does not include any new 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

construction activities (i.e., grading, clearing, draining, 

filling, diking, impounding, or related activities). 

The installation of equipment on existing structures 

under this program will not alter site conditions, other 

than the addition of equipment to structures already in 

place. These activities do not change the physical 

conditions of the existing buildings. 

Therefore, the eligible activities under this program will 

not have the potential to directly impact onsite 

wetlands, as no new construction will take place. Nor 

will the activities indirectly affect wetlands by altering 

stormwater flow, releasing pollutants, or changing 

conditions that contribute to wetland viability. Based on 

the nature of the project activities, there are no impacts 

to wetlands that require further evaluation or 

minimization through best management practices. 

Although HUD strongly encourages measures to 

preserve wetlands from future impacts—including 

through restrictive covenants, conservation easements, 

or other mechanisms—these actions are not within the 

program’s eligible use of funds and are therefore not 

further evaluated. 

 

The National Wetlands Inventory identified in each 

regional group are shown in Exhibit A-14.  (Figure A-14-

1). 

Regulatory Agency and Source Review 

See Appendix A Exhibit A-14. 

The project is in compliance with wetlands 

requirements under Executive Order 11990 and 24 CFR 

55.9 and 55.10. 

Wild and Scenic Rivers  Yes     No 

     

 

Compliance achieved in the Tier I Broad level Review 

for all Regional Groups (Regional Groups 1-6),  as 

described below.  
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

Wild and Scenic Rivers 

Act of 1968, particularly 

section 7(b) and (c) 

Exhibit A-15: The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act created the 

National Wild and Scenic Rivers System in 1968 to 

protect selected rivers in a free-flowing condition and 

to recognize their importance to our cultural and 

natural heritage (16 USC 1271). The Act prohibits federal 

support for activities—such as the construction of dams 

or other on-stream developments—that could harm a 

designated river’s free-flowing condition, water quality, 

or outstanding resource values. Activities require review 

by the National Park Service only if they could disturb 

the bed or bank of a designated river. 

This environmental review factor also evaluated the 

Nationwide Rivers Inventory (NRI), which is a listing of 

more than 3,400 free-flowing rivers or river segments in 

the U.S. that are believed to possess one or more 

“outstandingly remarkable” natural or cultural values. 

Under a 1979 Presidential Directive, all federal agencies 

must seek to avoid or mitigate actions that would 

adversely affect one or more NRI segments.  

There are no designated Wild and Scenic Rivers, nor 

rivers listed in the NRI, in Groups 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5. The only 

Wild and Scenic Rivers and rivers included in the 

Nationwide Rivers Inventory in Puerto Rico are located 

in Regional Group 6, as follows: 

Río de la Mina, designated from its headwaters to its 

confluence with Río Mameyes; 

Río Icacos, designated from its headwaters to the 

boundary of El Yunque National Forest; 

Río Mameyes, designated from its headwaters in the 

Baño de Oro Research Natural Area to the boundary of 

El Yunque National Forest. 
 

(See Exhibit A-15, Figure A-15-1) 

The Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-Aside 

Program limits eligible project activities to 

improvements made exclusively to existing buildings. 

Evaluated activities under this section include the 

installation of photovoltaic (PV) panels on rooftops, 

along with the permanent, wall-mounted installation of 

batteries, control panels, and electric vehicle (EV) 
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Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive 

Orders, and Regulations 

listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 

58.5, and 58.6  

Was 

complianc

e achieved 

at the 

broad level 

of review? 

If Yes: Describe compliance determinations made at 

the broad level.  

If No: Describe the policy, standard, or process to be 

followed in the site-specific review.  

chargers. All associated electrical lines must remain 

above ground and are not permitted to be buried. 

Notably, the project’s eligible activities under this 

program are not considered water resources projects. 

A water resources project is a federally assisted action 

that could affect the free-flowing condition of a Wild 

and Scenic River. Examples include dams, water 

diversion projects, bridges, roadway construction or 

reconstruction, boat ramps, and activities requiring a 

Section 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers (USACE). 

As outlined, the project activities under the Energy 

Support Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-Aside Program do 

not meet the definition of water resources projects and 

are not subject to the requirements of the Clean Water 

Act (CWA)—nor do they require a Section 404 permit 

from the USACE. 

Therefore, the project activities are in compliance with 

the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and applicable 

environmental review requirements for the Energy 

Support Incentive Program 2.0 – Set-Aside Program, 

regardless of whether any project activities are located 

within Regional Group 6. 

Regulatory Agency and Source Review 

See Appendix A Exhibit A-15. 

The project is in compliance with Wild and Scenic Rivers 

under the WSA of 1968, particularly section 7(b) and (c).  

 

Determination – the Statutory Checklist requires Site-Specific Reviews including further 

consultation, mitigation, and potential permit requirements or approvals and cannot 

revert to Exempt per 24 CFR 58.34 (a) (12). The Responsible Entity must complete pertinent 

compliance requirement(s), publish a NOI/RROF, request release of funds, and obtain 

HUD’s Authority to Use Grant Funds per 24 CFR 58.70 and 58.71 before committing funds 

for any choice-limiting project activities. 

List of Sources, Agencies and Persons Contacted 
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[40 CFR 1508.9(b)] (List and attach all evidence of inquiries and responses received at all 

stages of consultation and analysis) 

Note: Individual correspondence made between PRDOH and agencies are presented in 

the relevant environmental topic within Appendix A. 

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Environmental Quality Board. Public Law 9, Regulation 

for the Control of Atmospheric Pollution, enacted 1970, amended 1995. 

https://www.drna.pr.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Regulations-for-the-Control-of-

Atmospheric-Pollution-RCAP-1995-Regulation-No-5300.pdf   

FAA, National Plan for Integrated Airport Systems: 

www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/npias/reports/NPIAS-Report-2017-2021-

Appendix-B- part-6.pdf 

John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier Resources System, Puerto Rico map. 

www.fws.gov/CBRA/Maps/Locator/PR.pdf 

National Park Service, National Registry of Natural Landmarks. 

www.nature.nps.gov/nnl/docs/NNLRegistry.pdf 

Puerto Rico Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery Action Plans.  

www.cdbg-dr.pr.gov/en/action-plan/ 

Programmatic Agreement among the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the 

Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office and the Central Office for Recovery, 

Reconstruction and Resilience – amended to include the Puerto Rico Department of 

Housing.  

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA). 2022a. Envirofacts Mapper. Air pollution 

data (ICIS-AIR), Brownfields, Hazardous Waste (RCRAInfo), Superfund National Priorities 

List (NPL), Toxic Releases Inventory (TRI), and National Pollutants Discharge Elimination 

Systems (NPDES). Accessed February 13, 2024. Available at:  

https://geopub.epa.gov/arcgis/rest/services/EMEF/efpoints/MapServer.  

USEPA. 2022b. Sole Source Aquifer Map. Accessed February 13, 2024. Available at: 

https://epa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=9ebb047ba3ec41ad

a1877155fe31356b.  

USEPA. 2023. Puerto Rico Nonattainment/Maintenance Status for Each County by Year 

for All Criteria Pollutants. USEPA Green Book. Accessed February 13, 2024. Available at: 

https://www3.epa.gov/airquality/greenbook/anayo_pr.html.  

https://www.drna.pr.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Regulations-for-the-Control-of-Atmospheric-Pollution-RCAP-1995-Regulation-No-5300.pdf
https://www.drna.pr.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Regulations-for-the-Control-of-Atmospheric-Pollution-RCAP-1995-Regulation-No-5300.pdf
http://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/npias/reports/NPIAS-Report-2017-2021-Appendix-B-%20part-6.pdf
http://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/npias/reports/NPIAS-Report-2017-2021-Appendix-B-%20part-6.pdf
http://www.fws.gov/CBRA/Maps/Locator/PR.pdf
http://www.nature.nps.gov/nnl/docs/NNLRegistry.pdf
http://www.cdbg-dr.pr.gov/en/action-plan/
https://geopub.epa.gov/arcgis/rest/services/EMEF/efpoints/MapServer
https://epa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=9ebb047ba3ec41ada1877155fe31356b
https://epa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=9ebb047ba3ec41ada1877155fe31356b
https://www3.epa.gov/airquality/greenbook/anayo_pr.html
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). 2019. Coastal Barrier Resources System. Accessed 

February 13, 2024. Available at: https://www.fws.gov/CBRA/Maps/Mapper.html.  

USFWS. 2024a. Critical Habitat for Threatened & Endangered Species. Accessed 

February 13, 2024. Available at: 

https://fws.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=9d8de5e265ad4fe

09893cf75b8dbfb77 

USFWS. 2024b. National Wetlands Inventory Surface Waters and Wetlands Mapper. 

Accessed February 13, 2024. Available at: 

https://fwsprimary.wim.usgs.gov/wetlands/apps/wetlands-mapper/.  

USFWS. 2024c. Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC). Accessed April 8, 2024. 

Available at: https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/location/index.  

U.S. Forest Service. 2022. National Wild and Scenic River Segments. Accessed February 

13, 2024. Available at:  https://www.rivers.gov/mapping-gis.php; Wild & Scenic Rivers | 

US Forest Service (usda.gov).  

U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). 2021. National Land Cover Database. Accessed 

February 13, 2024. Available at: https://www.usgs.gov/centers/eros/science/national-

land-cover-database. 

 

  

https://www.fws.gov/CBRA/Maps/Mapper.html
https://fws.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=9d8de5e265ad4fe09893cf75b8dbfb77
https://fws.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=9d8de5e265ad4fe09893cf75b8dbfb77
https://fwsprimary.wim.usgs.gov/wetlands/apps/wetlands-mapper/
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/location/index
https://www.rivers.gov/mapping-gis.php
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/wild-scenic-rivers
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/wild-scenic-rivers
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/eros/science/national-land-cover-database
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/eros/science/national-land-cover-database
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Appendix A 

Environmental Review Topics  

[40 CFR 1508.9(b)] (List and attach all evidence of inquiries and responses received at all stages of consultation and analysis.) 

 

Exhibit A-1 – Airport Hazards ...................................................................................................... 2 

Exhibit A-2 – Coastal Barrier Resources .................................................................................... 10 

Exhibit A-3 – Flood Insurance ..................................................................................................... 21 

Exhibit A-4 – Clean Air ................................................................................................................ 30 

Exhibit A-5 – Coastal Zone Management ................................................................................... 40 

Exhibit A-6 – Contamination and Toxic Substances ................................................................. 58 

Exhibit A-7 – Endangered Species and Ecology ....................................................................... 105 

Exhibit A-8 – Explosives and Flammable Hazards .................................................................. 322 

Exhibit A-9 – Farmland Protection ........................................................................................... 323 

Exhibit A-10 – Floodplain Management ................................................................................... 332 

Exhibit A-11- Historic Preservation .......................................................................................... 373 

Exhibit A-11-1. Map of Non-Confidential Historic Properties  in Group 1 .......................... 377 

Exhibit A-12 – Noise Control and Abatement .......................................................................... 461 

Exhibit A-13 – Sole Source Aquifers ......................................................................................... 469 

Exhibit A-14 – Wetlands Protection .......................................................................................... 477 

Exhibit A-15 – Wild and Scenic Rivers ................................................................................... 496 

Exhibit A-16 – Environmental Justice ...................................................................................... 504  
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Exhibit A-1 – Airport Hazards 

24 CFR 51(d) 

Group 1 

Airports in Group 1 Airport Details 

Luis Munoz Marin Intl – Civil Civil Large / Medium Hub (SJU) 

Luis Munoz Marin Intl – Military Joint Military Airfield (SJU) 

Fernando Luis Ribas Dominicci Civil Small / Non-hub (SIG) 

There are no civil or military airports in Group 2. 

Group 3 

Airports in Group 3 Airport Details 

Eugenio Maria De Hostos Airport Civil Large / Hub (MAZ) 

Rafael Hernandez Airport Civil Small / Non-Hub (BQN) 

Group 4 

Airports in Group 4 Airport Details 

Mercedita International Airport Civil Small / Non-hub (PSE) 

There are no civil or military airports in Group 5. 

Group 6 

Airports in Group 6 Airport Details 

Jose Aponte De La Torre – Civil Civil Small / Non-hub (RVR) 

Benjamin Rivera Noriega – Civil Civil Small / Non-hub (CPX) 

Antonio Rivera Rodriguez – Civil Civil Small / Non-hub (VQS) 

 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Regulation 51.301I defines a civil 

airport as an “existing commercial service airport as designated in the National Plan of 

Integrated Airport Systems (NPAIS) prepared by the Federal Aviation Administration in 

accordance with section 504 of the Airport and Airway Improvement Act of 1982.” 

NPAIS defines commercial service airports as “publicly owned airports that have at least 

2,500 passenger boardings each calendar year and receive scheduled passenger 

service (49 USC 47102(7)).” 
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Per the above regulatory guidance, only commercial service airports that are publicly 

owned with more than 2,500 passenger boardings each calendar year and receive 

scheduled passenger service are categorized as civil airports (see 24 CFR 51). 

Dataset(s) used in evaluation 

Agency Internet link Accessed Dataset Date 

Bureau of Transportation 
Statistics  

https://www.bts.gov/maps 03/01/2024 12/05/2022 

Federal Aviation Administration https://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/pas
senger_allcargo_stats/ 

03/01/2024 08/10/2022 

Agencies or their regulations consulted during Broad Review 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Regulations 

No overall Tier I consultation is deemed necessary.  

Supporting Documentation 

Figure A-1-1. Map showing Airports and Buffers in Group 1.  

Figure A-1-2. Map showing Airports and Buffers in Group 2. 

Figure A-1-3. Map showing Airports and Buffers in Group 3. 

Figure A-1-4. Map showing Airports and Buffers in Group 4. 

Figure A-1-5. Map showing Airports and Buffers in Group 5. 

Figure A-1-6. Map showing Airports and Buffers in Group 6. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL FINDING:   Compliance determination achieved in the Tier I Broad level Review for 

all Regional Groups (Group 1-6), as described below. Under 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D, HUD assistance 

may not be used at this location if the project involves new construction, substantial rehabilitation, 

acquisition of undeveloped land, or activities that would significantly prolong the physical or economic 

life of existing facilities that are frequently used or occupied by people. However, the eligible project 

activities under the Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set-Aside Program do not include any of these 

disqualifying actions. Eligible activities include the installation of photovoltaic panels on existing 

roofs, and permanent mounting of batteries, control panels, and EV chargers on the walls of existing 

structures. There will be no new construction or land acquisition involved in the implementation of this 

program. Additionally, the project activities do not constitute substantial rehabilitation nor prolong 

the life of any structure. Therefore, the review is in compliance with 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D 

for all Regional Groups (Group 1-6). Further evaluation at the Tier II site-specific level is not 

required. 

   

https://www.bts.gov/maps
https://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/passenger_allcargo_stats/
https://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/passenger_allcargo_stats/
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Figure A-1-1. Map Showing Airport Locations in Group 1 
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Figure A-1-2. Map Showing Airport Locations in Group 2 
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Figure A-1-3. Map Showing Airport Locations in Group 3 
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Figure A-1-4. Map Showing Airport Locations in Group 4 
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Figure A-1-5. Map Showing Airport Locations in Group 5 
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Figure A-1-6. Map Showing Airport Locations in Group 6 
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Exhibit A-2 – Coastal Barrier Resources 

Coastal Barrier Resources Act, as amended by the Coastal Barrier Improvement Act of 

1990  

[16 USC 3501] 

Group 1 

  

  

Coastal Barrier Systems Acres in Group 1 

PR-87 (Punta Vacia Talega) 896.13 

  

Otherwise Protected Areas Acres in Group 1 

PR-86P (Puntas Salinas) 113 

 

Group 2 

Coastal Barrier Systems Acres in Group 2 

PR-81 (Puerto de Arecibo) 66.17 

PR-79 (Penon Brusi) 315.01 

PR-80 (Punta Maracayo) 56.89 

PR-83 (Tortuguero) 1,472.95 

PR-84 (Punta Garza) 623.51 

  

Otherwise Protected Areas Acres in Group 2 

PR-82P (Punta Manati) 53.43 

Group 3 

Coastal Barrier Systems Acres in Group 3 

PR-66 ( Cabo Rojo) 966.27 

PR-68 (Boca Prieta) 26.70 

PR-69 (Punta Carenero) 351.45 

PR-70 (Belvedere) 29.70 

PR-72 (Rio Guanajibo) 85.78 

PR-75 (Espinar) 53.35 

PR-76 (Punta Agujereada) 85.35 

PR-77 (Bajura) 80.56 

PR-78 (Coto) 42.20 
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Otherwise Protected Areas Acres in Group 3 

PR-65P (Isla Cueva/Guayacan) 1,222.89 

PR-64P (Bahia Montalva) 234.82 

PR-66P (Cabo Rojo) 381.15 

PR-67P (Bahia de Boqueron) 1,067.70 

PR-75P (Espinar) 27.35 

Group 4 

Coastal Barrier Systems Acres in Group 3 

PR-51 (Rio Descalabrado) 177.34 

PR-52 (Punta Pastillo) 66.95 

PR-53 (Bajio de Marea) 17.41 

PR-54 (Rio Jacaguas) 20.33 

PR-55 (Isla del Frio) 11.01 

PR-56 (Punta Cabullones) 997.85 

PR-57 (Punta Cucharas) 294.22 

PR-59 (Punta Ballena) 165.08 

PR-61 (Ensenada las Pardas) 7.16 

  

Otherwise Protected Areas Acres in Group 3 

PR-50P (Cayo Berberia) 74.51 

PR-57P (Punta Cucharas) 41.74 

PR-58P (Bahia de Tallaboa) 91.12 

PR-60P (Punta Jacinto) 143.85 

PR-62P (Punta Manglillo) 11.77 

PR-63P (Cayo don Luis) 27.19 

PR-64P (Bahia Montalva) 7.93 

 

Group 5 

Coastal Barrier Systems Acres in Group 5 

PR-43 (Punta Guilarte) 245.83 

PR-44 (Las Mareas) 171.2 

PR-45 (Bahia de Jobos) 83.10 

PR-42 (Punta Viento) 188.61 

PR-46 (Cayos de Barca/Ratones) 868.19 

PR-47 (Arenal) 44.81 

PR-50 (Chardon) 9.53 

PR-51 (Rio Descalabrado) 11.41 
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Otherwise Protected Areas Acres in Group 5 

PR-43P (Punta Guilarte) 231.96 

PR-45P (Bahia de Jobos) 2,795.85 

PR-48P (Arrecife Media Luna) 3.71 

PR-49P (Punta Aguila) 823.83 

Group 6 

Coastal Barrier Systems Acres in Group 6 

PR-02 (Ensenada Comezon) 1,077.72  

PR-03 (Rio Mameyes) 181.75 

PR-05 (Luquillo Spit) 325.65 

PR-06 (Juan Martin Spit) 28.31 

PR-07 (Laguna Aquas Prietas) 369.32 

PR-08A (La Cordillera) 26.22 

PR-10 (Punta Barrancas) 77.57 

PR-39 (Puerto Yabucoa) 50.16 

PR-40 (Punta Tuna) 40.08 

PR-41 (Rio Maunabo) 48.85 

PR-87 (Punta Vacia Talega) 4,027.83 

  

Otherwise Protected Areas Acres in Group 6 

PR-04P (Punta la Bandera) 36.55 

PR-08AP (La Cordillera ) 185.66  

PR-08P (Cabo San Juan) 297.28 

PR-09P (Rio Fajardo) 297.81 

PR-12P (Playa Flamenco) 162.73 

PR-13P (Playa Brava) 42.56 

PR-14P (Playa Larga) 40.25 

PR-15P (Isla Culebrita) 266.85 

PR-16P (Puerto del Manglar) 31.38 

PR-17P (Ensenada Sombe) 185.32 

PR-18P (Cayo Algodones) 381.01 

PR-87P (Punta Vacia Talega) 1,545.16 
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Dataset(s) used in evaluation 

Agency Internet link Accessed Dataset Date 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service 

https://www.fws.gov/cbra/maps/Boundaries.html  

09/12/2023 12/14/2016 

Agencies or their regulations consulted during Broad Review 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 

Supporting Documentation 

Figure A-2-1. John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier Resources System – Puerto Rico 

Figure A-2-2. Map of Group 1 Coastal Barrier Resource Systems 

Figure A-2-3. Map of Group 2 Coastal Barrier Resource Systems 

Figure A-2-4. Map of Group 3 Coastal Barrier Resource Systems 

Figure A-2-5. Map of Group 4 Coastal Barrier Resource Systems 

Figure A-2-6. Map of Group 5 Coastal Barrier Resource Systems 

Figure A-2-7. Map of Group 6 Coastal Barrier Resource Systems 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL FINDING:  All applications must be evaluated at the Tier II site-specific 

level to determine if any projects are located within a Coastal Barrier Resource System 

unit.  If the project is located in a CBRS, federal program assistance may not be 

provided and the application for this program must be found ineligible for funding.  

  

https://www.fws.gov/cbra/maps/Boundaries.html
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Figure A-2-1. John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier Resources System 

 
Source:  US Fish and Wildlife Service, Coastal Barrier Resources System 

 

 
  



 PUERTO RICO RECOVERY PROGRAM REGIONAL GROUPS 1-6 

TIER I ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD 

 

A-15 
 

Figure A-2-2. Map of Group 1 Coastal Barrier Resource Systems 

 

Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service, Coastal Barrier Resources System 
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Figure A-2-3. Map of Group 2 Coastal Barrier Resource Systems 
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Figure A-2-4. Map of Group 3 Coastal Barrier Resource Systems 
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Figure A-2-5 Map of Group 4 Coastal Barrier Resource Systems 
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Figure A-2-6 Map of Group 5 Coastal Barrier Resource Systems 
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Figure A-2-7 Map of Group 6 Coastal Barrier Resource Systems 
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Exhibit A-3 – Flood Insurance 

Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973 and National Flood Insurance Reform Act of 1994  

[42 USC 4001-4128 and 42 USC 5154a] 

Group 1 

Zone Designation – Current Effective FIRMs Acres in Group 1 

A Undifferentiated 868.84 

AE 17,193.33 

Floodway 7,350.55 

AO 42.23 

VE 558.47 

X (0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard/500-year) 7,847.96 

X  106,483.49 

Total 140,344.87 

Group 2 

Zone Designation – Current Effective FIRMs Acres in Group 2 

A Undifferentiated 2,585.77 

AE 17,133.83 

Floodway 20,413.51 

AH 37.60 

VE 1,127.98 

X (0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard/500-year) 1,634.55 

X  240,345.21 

Total 283,278.45 

Group 3 

Zone Designation – Current Effective FIRMs Acres in Group 3 

A Undifferentiated 13,219.46 

AE 14,736.22 

Floodway 15,234.01 

AO 315.58 

VE 3,006.44 

X (0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard/500-year) 3,252.25 

X  379,938.18 

Total 429,702.13 

Group 4 

Zone Designation – Current Effective FIRMs Acres in Group 4 
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A Undifferentiated 12,328.64 

AE 12,675.15 

Floodway 11,566.79 

AO 1,685.64 

VE 715.38 

X (0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard/500-year) 1,614.44 

X  446,779.26 

Total 487,365.28 

Group 5 

Zone Designation – Current Effective FIRMs Acres in Group 5 

A Undifferentiated 7,672.06 

AE 13,139.98 

Floodway 7,424.21 

AO 57.82 

VE 2,116.46 

X (0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard/500-year) 2,831.70 

X  467,707.65 

Total 500,949.88 

Group 6 

Zone Designation – Current Effective FIRMs Acres in Group 6 

A Undifferentiated 5,242.27 

AE 24,468.16 

Floodway 25,364.66 

AO 73.92 

VE 3,681.06 

Riverine Floodway Shown in Coastal Zone 4.97 

X (0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard/500-year) 4,284.93 

X  288,359.77 

Total 351,479.74 

 

Dataset(s) used in evaluation 

Agency Internet link Accessed Dataset Date 

Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) 

https://msc.fema.gov/portal/advanceSearch 
#searchresultsanchor 

03/01/ 2024 Various 

Agencies or their regulations consulted during Broad Review 

https://msc.fema.gov/portal/advanceSearch#searchresultsanchor
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/advanceSearch#searchresultsanchor
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Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

Supporting Documentation 

Figure A-3-1. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 1 Municipalities 

Figure A-3-2. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 2 Municipalities 

Figure A-3-3. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 3 Municipalities 

Figure A-3-4. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 4 Municipalities 

Figure A-3-5. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 5 Municipalities 

Figure A-3-6. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 6 Municipalities 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL FINDING:  All Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set- Aside Program 

projects have the potential to be located within a FEMA-designated Special Flood 

Hazard Area (SFHA) and must be evaluated at the Tier II site-specific level for flood 

insurance, using the current FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map.  If required, a National 

Flood Insurance Program compliant policy with a minimum value of the project activity 

costs (excepting lead-based paint mitigation costs) must be obtained and maintained 

by the applicant for the economic life of the building. 
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Figure A-3-1. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 1 Municipalities 
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Figure A-3-2. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 2 Municipalities 
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Figure A-3-3. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 3 Municipalities 
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Figure A-3-4. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 4 Municipalities 
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Figure A-3-5. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 5 Municipalities 
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Figure A-3-6. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 6 Municipalities 
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Exhibit A-4 – Clean Air 

Clean Air Act, as amended, particularly section 176(c) & (d); 40 CFR 6, 51, 93 

Group 1 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Designated 
Nonattainment County  

Acres in Group 1 

Lead (2008 Standard)  0 acres (0%) 

Sulfur Dioxide (2010 Standard) 26,971.38 acres (19.2%) 

PM-10 (1987 Standard) 14,794.58 acres (10.5%) 

Group 2 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Designated 
Nonattainment County  

Acres in Group 2 

Lead (2008 Standard)  11,419.52 acres (99.6%) 

Sulfur Dioxide (2010 Standard) 48.13 acres (0.4%) 

PM-10 (1987 Standard) 0 acres (0%) 

Group 3 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Designated 
Nonattainment County  

Acres in Group 3 

Lead (2008 Standard)  0 acres (0%) 

Sulfur Dioxide (2010 Standard) 0 acres (0%) 

PM-10 (1987 Standard) 0 acres (0%) 

Group 4 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Designated 
Nonattainment County  

Acres in Group 4 

Lead (2008 Standard)  0 acres (0%) 

Sulfur Dioxide (2010 Standard) 0 acres (0%) 

PM-10 (1987 Standard) 0 acres (0%) 

Group 5 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Designated 
Nonattainment County  

Acres in Group 5 

Lead (2008 Standard)  0 acres (0%) 

Sulfur Dioxide (2010 Standard)  28,238.21 acres (5.6%) 

PM-10 (1987 Standard) 0 acres (0%) 

Group 6 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Designated 
Nonattainment County  

Acres in Group 6 

Lead (2008 Standard)  0 acres (0%) 
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Sulfur Dioxide (2010 Standard) 0 acres (0%) 

PM-10 (1987 Standard) 0 acres (0%) 

 

Dataset(s) used in evaluation 

Agency Internet link Accessed Dataset Date 

U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency 

https://www.epa.gov/green-book/green-book-gis-
download 

03/01/ 2024 12/27/2023 

Agencies or their regulations consulted during Broad Review 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Regulations (EPA) 

Supporting Documentation 

Figure A-4-1. Map of EPA Nonattainment Areas in Group 1 

Figure A-4-2. Map of EPA Nonattainment Areas in Group 2 

Figure A-4-3. Map of EPA Nonattainment Areas in Group 3 

Figure A-4-4. Map of EPA Nonattainment Areas in Group 4 

Figure A-4-5. Map of EPA Nonattainment Areas in Group 5 

Figure A-4-6. Map of EPA Nonattainment Areas in Group 6 

Figure A-4-7. National Ambient Air Quality Standards Non-Attainment Areas 

ENVIRONMENTAL FINDING: Compliance determination achieved in the Tier I Broad level 

Review for all Regional Groups (Group 1-6), as described below.  Puerto Rico has areas 

designated as nonattainment for National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) 

pollutants, specifically lead and sulfur dioxide (SO₂). Additionally, one area is classified 

as being in maintenance status for particulate matter (PM-10). These designations 

require careful evaluation to ensure that any federal action within the affected areas 

does not contribute to exceedances of air quality standards. 

 

Group 1: This project group includes areas designated as nonattainment for sulfur 

dioxide (SO₂) and an area under maintenance status for particulate matter (PM-10), in 

accordance with the Clean Air Act (CAA).  

Group 2: This project group includes areas designated as nonattainment for two criteria 

pollutants: sulfur dioxide (SO₂) and lead (Pb).  

https://www.epa.gov/green-book/green-book-gis-download
https://www.epa.gov/green-book/green-book-gis-download
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Group 3: All project areas are located outside the nonattainment areas for sulfur 

dioxide (SO₂) and lead (Pb), as well as outside the designated maintenance areas for 

particulate matter (PM-10), in compliance with the Clean Air Act (CAA).   

Group 4: All project areas are located outside the nonattainment areas for sulfur 

dioxide (SO₂) and lead (Pb), as well as outside the designated maintenance areas for 

particulate matter (PM-10), in compliance with the Clean Air Act (CAA).  

Group 5: This project group includes areas designated as nonattainment for sulfur 

dioxide (SO₂).  

Group 6: All project areas are located outside the nonattainment areas for sulfur 

dioxide (SO₂) and lead (Pb), as well as outside the designated maintenance areas for 

particulate matter (PM-10), in compliance with the Clean Air Act (CAA). 

The eligible project activities do not create new sources of air pollution. As described, 

the project does not involve new construction or a change in land use to facilitate the 

development of public, commercial, or industrial facilities, nor does it involve five or 

more dwelling units. Accordingly, under HUD’s environmental review procedures, the 

project is presumed to result in emissions below de minimis levels. Therefore, the review is 

in compliance with the Clean Air Act (CAA). Further evaluation at the Tier II site-specific level 

is not required. 
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Figure A-4-1. Map of EPA Nonattainment Areas in Group 1 
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Figure A-4-2. Map of EPA Nonattainment Areas in Group 2 
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Figure A-4-3. Map of EPA Nonattainment Areas in Group 3 
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Figure A-4-4. Map of EPA Nonattainment Areas in Group 4 
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Figure A-4-5. Map of EPA Nonattainment Areas in Group 5 
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Figure A-4-6. Map of EPA Nonattainment Areas in Group 6 
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Figure A-4-7 National Ambient Air Quality Standards for Puerto Rico 

 
Source: US Environmental Protection Agency, National Ambient Air Quality Standards, Green Book 
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Exhibit A-5 – Coastal Zone Management 

Coastal Zone Management Act, sections 307(c) & (d) 

Group 1 

Group 1 Municipalities Acres 

Bayamón 49.20 

Carolina 6,978.68 

Cataño 1,676.83 

Guaynabo 900.28 

San Juan 6,387.94 

Toa Baja 3,065.52 

Trujillo Alto 0.00 

Coastal Management Zones in Group 1 19,058.45 

Group 2 

Group 2 Municipalities Acres 

Arecibo 9,147.49 

Barceloneta 2,536.24 

Camuy 1,803.96 

Dorado 2,768.70 

Florida 0.0 

Hatillo 1,897.04 

Manati 4,467.89 

Quebradillas 1,462.69 

Toa Alta 0.0 

Vega Alta 998.77 

Vega Baja 5,630.88 

Coastal Management Zones in Group 2 30,713.64 

Group 3  

Group 3 Municipalities Acres 

Aguada 2,353.81 

Aguadilla 3,998.87 

Añasco 1,595.32 

Cabo Rojo 27,972.13 

Hormigueros 6.70 

Isabela 4,006.78 

Lajas 9,571.78 

Las Marías 0.0 

Maricao 0.0 
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Mayagüez 17,805.28 

Moca 0.0 

Rincón 2,870.99 

Sabana Grande 0.0 

San German 0.0 

San Sebastián 0.0 

Coastal Management Zones in Group 3 70,181.67 

Group 4 

Group 4 Municipalities Acres 

Adjuntas 0 

Ciales 0 

Guánica 12,905.22 

Guayanilla 5,549.03 

Jayuya 0 

Juana Díaz 3,155.24 

Lares 0 

Peñuelas 2,174.71 

Ponce 6,072.19 

Utuado 0 

Villalba 0 

Yauco 1,435.13 

Coastal Management Zones in Group 4 31,291.53 

Group 5 

Group 5 Municipalities Acres 

Aguas Buenas 0 

Aibonito 0 

Arroyo 1,613.87 

Barranquitas 0 

Caguas 0 

Cayey 0 

Cidra 0 

Coamo 0 

Comerío 0 

Corozal 0 

Guayama 6,414.11 

Gurabo 0 

Morovis 0 

Naranjito 0 

Orocovis 0 
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Patillas 3,132.09 

Salinas 8,228.52 

Santa Isabel 4,051.69 

Coastal Management Zones in Group 5 23,440.28 

Group 6 

Group 6 Municipalities Acres 

Canóvanas 179.75 

Ceiba 6,003.27 

Culebra 7,545.48 

Fajardo  4,899.11 

Humacao  5,348.33 

Juncos 0.00 

Las Piedras  0.00 

Loíza 8,756.71 

Luquillo  2,538.42 

Maunabo 4,626.68 

Naguabo 3,429.07 

Río Grande 4,826.07 

San Lorenzo 0.00 

Vieques 32,844.10 

Yabucoa 7,027.01 

Coastal Management Zones in Group 6 88,024.00 

Dataset(s) used in evaluation 

Agency Internet link Accessed Dataset Date 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

https://coast.noaa.gov/arcgismc/rest/services/Hosted/Coas
talZoneManagementAct/FeatureServer 

03/01/ 2024 08/30/2022 

 

Agencies or their regulations consulted during Broad Review 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)  

Puerto Rico Dept. Of Natural and Environmental Resources (DNER) 

Puerto Rico Planning Board 

Supporting Documentation 

Figure A-5-1. Map Showing the Group 1 Coastal Zone Management Areas 

Figure A-5-2. Map Showing the Group 2 Coastal Zone Management Areas 

Figure A-5-3. Map Showing the Group 3 Coastal Zone Management Areas 

https://coast.noaa.gov/arcgismc/rest/services/Hosted/CoastalZoneManagementAct/FeatureServer
https://coast.noaa.gov/arcgismc/rest/services/Hosted/CoastalZoneManagementAct/FeatureServer
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Figure A-5-4. Map Showing the Group 4 Coastal Zone Management Areas 

Figure A-5-5. Map Showing the Group 5 Coastal Zone Management Areas 

Figure A-5-6. Map Showing the Group 6 Coastal Zone Management Areas 

Attachment A-5-1. Month XX, 2024 communication from PRDOH to NOAA and Month 

XX, 2024 Reply 

Attachment A-5-2. Month XX, 2024 communication from PRDOH to DNER and Month XX, 

2024 Reply 

Attachment A-5-3. Month XX, 2024 communication from PRDOH to Puerto Rico Planning 

Board and Month XX, 2024 Reply 

Attachment A-5-4. Planning Board Resolution JP-2024-004 First Amendment 

ENVIRONMENTAL FINDING:  Compliance determination achieved in the Tier I Broad level Review for 

all Regional Groups (Group 1-6), as described below. Project sites located outside the designated Coastal 

Management Zone are not subject to PR Coastal Zone Management Program requirements and are 

therefore in compliance with the CZMA. Project sites located within the designated Coastal 

Management Zone have been found to comply with both HUD and territorial regulations. The Puerto 

Rico Planning Board (PRPB) has confirmed that the described project activities—those to be financed 

under this program—are consistent with the Puerto Rico Coastal Zone Management Program.  

Therefore, the review is in compliance with Coastal Zone Management Act. Further evaluation at the 

Tier II site-specific level is not required.  
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Figure A-5-1. Map Showing Group 1 Coastal Zone Management Areas 
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Figure A-5-2. Map Showing Group 2 Coastal Zone Management Areas 
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Figure A-5-3. Map Showing Group 3 Coastal Zone Management Areas 
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Figure A-5-4. Map Showing Group 4 Coastal Zone Management Areas 
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Figure A-5-5. Map Showing Group 5 Coastal Zone Management Areas 
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Figure A-5-6. Map Showing Group 6 Coastal Zone Management Areas 
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Attachment A-5-1. 

Month XX, 2024 communication from PRDOH to NOAA  
and Month XX, 2024 Reply 

 

Awaiting receipt from PRDOH 
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Attachment A-5-2.  

Month XX, 2024 communication from PRDOH to DNER  
and Month XX, 2024 Reply 

 

Awaiting receipt from PRDOH 
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Attachment A-5-3. 

Month XX, 2024 communication from PRDOH to Puerto Rico Planning Board  
and Month XX, 2024 Reply 

 

Awaiting receipt from PRDOH 
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Attachment A-5-4. 

Planning Board Resolution JP-2024-004 First Amendment 
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Exhibit A-6 – Contamination and Toxic Substances 

24 CFR 50.3(i) & 58.5(i)(2) 

Group 1 

Hazardous Site Type/Database Number in Group 1 

Brownfields Site Assessment (BSA) – ACRES Database 34 

Air Pollution – AIRS Database 118 

Water Dischargers – NPDES Database 468 

Hazardous Waste – RCRA Database  1,464 

Superfund Sites –  SEMS Database 1 

Toxic Releases – TRIS  99 

Toxic Substance Control Act (TSCA) 9 

 Total Sites in Group 1 2,193 

Group 2 

Hazardous Site Type/Database Number in Group 2 

Brownfields Site Assessment (BSA) – ACRES Database 6 

Air Pollution – AIRS Database 65 

Water Dischargers – NPDES Database 203 

Hazardous Waste – RCRA Database  461 

Superfund Sites –  SEMS Database 7 

Toxic Releases – TRIS  73 

Toxic Substance Control Act (TSCA) 15 

 Total Sites in Group 2 830 

Group 3 

Hazardous Site Type/Database Number in Group 3 

Brownfields Site Assessment (BSA) – ACRES Database 17 

Air Pollution – AIRS Database 55 

Water Dischargers – NPDES Database 305 

Hazardous Waste – RCRA Database  436 

Superfund Sites –  SEMS Database 2 

Toxic Releases – TRIS  54 

Toxic Substance Control Act (TSCA) 6 

 Total Sites in Group 3 875 

Group 4 

Hazardous Site Type/Database Number in Group 4 

Brownfields Site Assessment (BSA) – ACRES Database 55 
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Air Pollution – AIRS Database 43 

Water Dischargers – NPDES Database 274 

Hazardous Waste – RCRA Database  450 

Superfund Sites –  SEMS Database 3 

Toxic Releases – TRIS  46 

Toxic Substance Control Act (TSCA) 4 

 Total Sites in Group 4 875 

Group 5 

Hazardous Site Type/Database Number in Group 5 

Brownfields Site Assessment (BSA) – ACRES Database 35 

Air Pollution – AIRS Database 67 

Water Dischargers – NPDES Database 358 

Hazardous Waste – RCRA Database  661 

Superfund Sites –  SEMS Database 3 

Toxic Releases – TRIS  72 

Toxic Substance Control Act (TSCA) 6 

 Total Sites in Group 5 1,202 

Group 6 

Hazardous Site Type/Database Number in Group 6 

Brownfields Site Assessment (BSA) – ACRES Database 23 

Air Pollution – AIRS Database 51 

Water Dischargers – NPDES Database 314 

Hazardous Waste – RCRA Database  476 

Superfund Sites –  SEMS Database 2 

Toxic Releases – TRIS  65 

Toxic Substance Control Act (TSCA) 4 

 Total Sites in Group 6 935 

Dataset(s) used in evaluation 

Agency Internet link Accessed Dataset Date 

U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency 

https://geopub.epa.gov/arcgis/rest/services/EMEF/efpoints/Ma
pServer 

03/01/ 2024 02/17/2023 

Agencies or their regulations consulted during Broad Review 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

https://geopub.epa.gov/arcgis/rest/services/EMEF/efpoints/MapServer
https://geopub.epa.gov/arcgis/rest/services/EMEF/efpoints/MapServer
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U.S. Geological Survey 

University of Puerto Rico - Mayaguez Campus  

Puerto Rico Department of Health 

Puerto Rico Department of Natural and Environmental Resources (DNER) 

Supporting Documentation 

Figure A-6-1. Map of Contamination and Toxic Substances in Group 1 

Figure A-6-2. Map of Contamination and Toxic Substances in Group 2 

Figure A-6-3. Map of Contamination and Toxic Substances in Group 3 

Figure A-6-4. Map of Contamination and Toxic Substances in Group 4 

Figure A-6-5. Map of Contamination and Toxic Substances in Group 5 

Figure A-6-6. Map of Contamination and Toxic Substances in Group 6Attachment A-6-1. 

March 6, 2024 Letter from PRDOH to HUD Regarding Radon and HUD May 5, 2024 reply 

Attachment A-6-2. August 20, 2024 Letter from PRDOH to CDC Regarding Radon and 

CDC September 3, 2024 Reply 

Attachment A-6-3. August 20, 2024 Letter from PRDOH to DNER Regarding Radon (No 

Response Received from DNER) 

Attachment A-6-4. August 20, 2024 Letter from PRDOH to EPA Regarding Radon and 

EPA September 23, 2024 Reply 

Attachment A-6-5. August 20, 2024 Letter from PRDOH to PR Health Department 

Regarding Radon and Health Department August 21, 2024 Reply 

Attachment A-6-6. August 20, 2024 Letter from PRDOH to University of Puerto Rico - 

Mayaguez Regarding Radon (No Response Received from UPR Mayaguez University) 

Attachment A-6-7. August 20, 2024 Letter from PRDOH to USGS Regarding Radon and 

USGS August 21, 2024 Reply 

Attachment A-6-8. Memorandum to File - Justification for the Infeasibility and 

Impracticability of Radon Testing 

Attachment A-6-9. Month XX, 2024 communication from PRDOH to DNER and Month XX, 

2024 Reply 

ENVIRONMENTAL FINDING: 

Compliance with radon and asbestos achieved in the Tier I Broad level Review for all 

Regional Groups (Group 1-6) . Compliance for most on-site Contamination and Toxic 
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Substances, Hazardous materials and facilities and lead based paint environmental 

factors under this review topic will be achieved during the Tier II site-specific review, for 

all Regional Groups (Group 1-6).  

All applications must be evaluated at the Tier II site-specific level for potential 

contamination and toxic substance hazards.  The Program is compliant with HUD Notice 

CPD-23-103 regarding radon concerns as PRDOH completed consultation with multiple 

parties to establish that there is a lack of scientific data and that radon testing would be 

impractical. The Program is also compliant regarding potential asbestos contamination 

as the project activities are within the de minimus levels established under 41 CFR 

61.145(a)(4) and Puerto Rico Regulation No. 9098. 

Additional studies are required for compliance through the Tier II site-specific 

evaluation process for: (a) hazardous facilities within 3,000-ft search radius; (b) potential 

on-site contamination; and (c) lead-based paint assessment if the building also 

contains residential units or a childcare facility. 
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Figure A-6-1. Map of Contamination and Toxic Substances in Group 1 
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Figure A-6-2. Map of Contamination and Toxic Substances in Group 2 
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Figure A-6-3. Map of Contamination and Toxic Substances in Group 3 
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Figure A-6-4. Map of Contamination and Toxic Substances in Group 4 
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Figure A-6-5. Map of Contamination and Toxic Substances in Group 5 

PLACE HOLDER FOR GROUP 5 TOXICS MAP 
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Figure A-6-6. Map of Contamination and Toxic Substances in Group 6 
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Attachment A-6-1. 

March 6, 2024 Letter from PRDOH to HUD Regarding Radon Compliance  
and HUD May 5, 2024 Reply 
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Attachment A-6-2. 

August 20, 2024 Letter from PRDOH to CDC Regarding Radon  
and CDC September 3, 2024 Reply  

  



 PUERTO RICO RECOVERY PROGRAM REGIONAL GROUPS 1-6 

TIER I ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD 

 

A-76 
 

 



 PUERTO RICO RECOVERY PROGRAM REGIONAL GROUPS 1-6 

TIER I ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD 

 

A-77 
 

 



 PUERTO RICO RECOVERY PROGRAM REGIONAL GROUPS 1-6 

TIER I ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD 

 

A-78 
 

  



 PUERTO RICO RECOVERY PROGRAM REGIONAL GROUPS 1-6 

TIER I ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD 

 

A-79 
 

Attachment A-6-3. 

August 20, 2024 Letter from PRDOH to DNER Regarding Radon 
 (No Response Received from DNER)  
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Attachment A-6-4. 

August 20, 2024 Letter from PRDOH to EPA Regarding Radon and 
 EPA September 23, 2024 Reply  
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Attachment A-6-5. 

August 20, 2024 Letter from PRDOH to PR Health Department Regarding Radon 
and Health Department August 21, 2024 Reply  
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Attachment A-6-6. 

August 20, 2024 Letter from PRDOH to University of Puerto Rico - Mayaguez 
Regarding Radon (No Response Received from UPR Mayaguez University) 
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Attachment A-6-7. 

August 20, 2024 Letter from PRDOH to USGS Regarding Radon  
and USGS August 21, 2024 Reply  
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Attachment A-6-8. 

Memorandum to File -Justification for the Infeasibility and Impracticability  
of Radon Testing   



 PUERTO RICO RECOVERY PROGRAM REGIONAL GROUPS 1-6 

TIER I ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD 

 

A-102 
 

 



 PUERTO RICO RECOVERY PROGRAM REGIONAL GROUPS 1-6 

TIER I ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD 

 

A-103 
 

  

  



 PUERTO RICO RECOVERY PROGRAM REGIONAL GROUPS 1-6 

TIER I ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD 

 

A-104 
 

Attachment A-6-9. 

Month XX, 2024 communication from PRDOH to DNER  
and Month XX, 2024 Reply 

 

Awaiting receipt from PRDOH 
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Exhibit A-7 – Endangered Species and Ecology 

Endangered Species Act of 1973, particularly section 7; 50 CFR 402 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, 50 CFR 10, 20, 21, Executive Order 13186 

Group 1 

IPaC Resource Number in Group 1 Municipalities in Group 1 

Threatened, Endangered, or Candidate Species 18 All 

Critical Habitats 1 Toa baja 

National Wildlife Refuges 0 N/A 

Fish Hatcheries 0 N/A 

Bald and Golden Eagles 0 N/A 

Migratory Birds of Conservation Concern 0 N/A 

System Units 1 Carolina 

Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service, Critical Habitat for Threatened & Endangered Species 

Group 2 

IPaC Resource Number in Group 2 Municipalities in Group 2 

Threatened, Endangered, or Candidate Species 30 All 

Critical Habitats 1 Arecibo, Camuy, Florida, Quebradillas 

National Wildlife Refuges 0 N/A 

Fish Hatcheries 0 N/A 

Bald and Golden Eagles 0 N/A 

Migratory Birds of Conservation Concern 0 N/A 

System Units 5 Camuy, Hatillo, Arecibo, Manatí, Vega Baja  

Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service, Critical Habitat for Threatened & Endangered Species 

Group 3 

IPaC Resource Number in Group 3 Municipalities in Group 3 

Threatened, Endangered, or Candidate Species 47 All 

Critical Habitats 7 Maricao, Mayagüez, Sabana Grande, San 
German, Isabela, Cabo Rojo, Lajas 

National Wildlife Refuges 3 Cabo Rojo, Lajas 

Fish Hatcheries 0 N/A 

Bald and Golden Eagles 0 N/A 

Migratory Birds of Conservation Concern 0 N/A 

System Units 9 Aguada, Aguadilla, Cabo Rojo, Isabela, 
Mayagüez 
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Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service, Critical Habitat for Threatened & Endangered Species 

Group 4 

IPaC Resource Number in Group 4 Municipalities in Group 4 

Threatened, Endangered, or Candidate Species 45 All 

Critical Habitats 4 Yauco, Guánica, Guayanilla, Peñuelas, Ponce, 
Ciales, Utuado 

National Wildlife Refuges 0 N/A 

Fish Hatcheries 0 N/A 

Bald and Golden Eagles 0 N/A 

Migratory Birds of Conservation Concern 0 N/A 

System Units 9 Aguada, Aguadilla, Cabo Rojo, Isabela, Mayagüez 

Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service, Critical Habitat for Threatened & Endangered Species 

Group 5 

IPaC Resource Number in Group 5 Municipalities in Group 5 

Threatened, Endangered, or Candidate Species 32 All 

Critical Habitats 5 Caguas, Cayey, Guayama, Patillas 

National Wildlife Refuges 0 N/A 

Fish Hatcheries 0 N/A 

Bald and Golden Eagles 0 N/A 

Migratory Birds of Conservation Concern 0 N/A 

System Units 8 Arroyo, Guayama, Patillas, Salinas, Santa 
Isabel 

Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service, Critical Habitat for Threatened & Endangered Species 

Group 6 

IPaC Resource Number in Group 6 Municipalities in Group 6 

Threatened, Endangered, or Candidate Species 30 All 

Critical Habitats 7 Culebra, Canóvanas, Ceiba, Las 
Piedras, Naguabo, Río Grande, San 
Lorenzo, Humacao, Juncos, Maunabo, 
Yabucoa, Vieques, Fajardo 

National Wildlife Refuges 2 Culebra, Vieques 

Fish Hatcheries 0 N/A 

Bald and Golden Eagles 0 N/A 

Migratory Birds of Conservation Concern 0 N/A 

System Units 11 Canóvanas, Fajardo, Loiza, Luquillo, 
Maunabo, Río Grande, Yabucoa 

Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service, Critical Habitat for Threatened & Endangered Species 
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Dataset(s) used in evaluation 

Agency Internet link Accessed Dataset Date 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/  03/24/2024 N/A 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/report/table/critical-habitat.html  03/01/2024 12/11/2013 

 

Agencies or their regulations consulted during Broad Review 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 

Puerto Rico Dept. Of Natural and Environmental Resources (DNER) 

Supporting Documentation 

Figure A-7-1. Map of Critical Habitats in Group 1 

Figure A-7-2. Map of Critical Habitats in Group 2 

Figure A-7-3. Map of Critical Habitats in Group 3 

Figure A-7-4. Map of Critical Habitats in Group 4 

Figure A-7-5. Map of Critical Habitats in Group 5 

Figure A-7-6. Map of Critical Habitats in Group 6 

Table A-7-1. Table of Threatened and Endangered Species in Group 1  

Table A-7-2. Table of Other Protected Resources in Group 1 

Table A-7-3. Table of Threatened and Endangered Species in Group 2  

Table A-7-4. Table of Other Protected Resources in Group 2 

Table A-7-5. Table of Threatened and Endangered Species in Group 3  

Table A-7-6. Table of Other Protected Resources in Group 3 

Table A-7-7. Table of Threatened and Endangered Species in Group 4  

Table A-7-8. Table of Other Protected Resources in Group 4 

Table A-7-9. Table of Threatened and Endangered Species in Group 5  

Table A-7-10. Table of Other Protected Resources in Group 5 

Table A-7-11. Table of Threatened and Endangered Species in Group 6  

Table A-7-12. Table of Other Protected Resources in Group 6 

Attachment A-7-1. USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation System Report 

(April 5, 2024) for all Regional Groups (Group 1-6). 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/report/table/critical-habitat.html
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Attachment A-7-2. October 10, 2024 communication from PRDOH to USFWS and 

November 6, 2024 Replywas a  

Attachment A-7-3. Month XX, 2024 communication from PRDOH to DNER and Month XX, 

2024 Reply 

ENVIRONMENTAL FINDING:   Compliance determination achieved in the Tier I Broad 

level Review for all Regional Groups (Group 1-6). PRDOH initiated consultation with the 

USFWS and DNER during the Tier I review. No known species of concern have walls or 

roofs of buildings listed as potential habitat. The Program activities are limited to 

installing energy improvements on existing building floors, walls and roofs, with no land 

disturbance or vegetation clearing permitted. As such, all project activities will have No 

Effect on federally protected species, critical habitat, or other protected areas. The two 

agencies agreed with the determination. Therefore, the review is in compliance with the 

Endangered Species Act (ES). Further evaluation at the Tier II site-specific level is not 

required.  
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Figure A-7-1. Map of Critical Habitats in Group 1  
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Figure A-7-2. Map of Critical Habitats in Group 2 
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Figure A-7-3. Map of Critical Habitats in Group 3 
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Figure A-7-4. Map of Critical Habitats in Group 4 
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Figure A-7-5. Map of Critical Habitats in Group 5 
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Figure A-7-6. Map of Critical Habitats in Group 6 
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Table A-7-1. Table of Threatened and Endangered Species in Group 1 

Status Species Municipality(s) 

Animals 

E Black-capped Petrel San Juan 

E Puerto Rican Broad-winged Hawk Carolina 

E Puerto Rican Parrot Carolina 

E Puerto Rican Plain Pigeon Bayamón, Guaynabo 

T Roseate Tern Bayamón, Carolina, Catan᷉o, Guaynabo, San Juan, Toa Baja 

E Puerto Rican Boa All 

E Virgin Islands Tree Boa Carolina 

E Llanero coqui Toa Baja 

Plants 

E Palo De Ramon Carolina, San Juan, Toa Baja, Trujillo Alto  

T Palo De Rosa Bayamón, Catan᷉o, Guaynabo, San Juan, Toa Baja  

E Vahl’s Boxwood Bayamón, Toa Baja  

E Daphnopsis helleriana Toa Baja 

Note: Marine species are not included in this table as project activities will have no impact on offshore environments. 
Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service, Information for Planning and Consultation System, Listed Species Occurring in Puerto Rico 
 
 

Table A-7-2. Table of Other Protected Resources in Group 1 

Resource Species/Name Municipality(s) 

Critical Habitat Llanero coqui (Eleutherodactylus juanariveroi) Toa Baja 

System Unit Punta Vacia Talega (PR-87) Carolina 

Note: Marine species are not included in this table as project activities will have no impact on offshore environments. 
Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service, Information for Planning and Consultation  System, Listed Species Occurring in Puerto Rico 
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Table A-7-3. Table of Threatened and Endangered Species in Group 2 

Status Species 

Animals 

E Black-capped Petrel (Pterodroma hasitata) 

E Puerto Rican Broad-winged Hawk (Buteo platypterus brunnescens) 

E Puerto Rican Parrot (Amazona vittata) 

T Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii dougallii) 

E Puerto Rican Boa (Chilabothrus inornatus) 

T Puerto Rican Crested Toad (Peltophryne lemur) 

T Puerto Rican Harlequin Butterfly (Atlantea tulita) 

Plants 

E No common name (Auerodendron pauciflorum) 

E Beautiful Goetzea (Goetzea elegans) 

E No common name (Chamaecrista glandulosa var. mirabilis) 

E Chupacallos (Pleodendron macranthum) 

E No common name (Cordia bellonis) 

E No common name (Daphnopsis helleriana) 

E No common name (Myrcia paganii) 

T Palma De Manaca (Calyptronoma rivalis) 

E Palo De Nigua (Cornutia obovata) 

E Palo De Ramon (Banara vandrebiltii) 

T Palo De Rosa (Ottoschulzia rhodoxylon) 

T No common name (Schoepfia arenaria) 

E St. Thomas Pricly-ash (Zanthoxylum thomasianum) 

E Uvillo (Eugenia haematocarpa) 

E Wheeler’s Peperomia (Peperomia wheeleri) 

E No common name (Tectaria estremerana) 

E No common name (Thelypteris verecunda) 

Note: Marine species are not included in this table as project activities will have no impact on offshore environments. 

Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service, Information for Planning and Consultation System, Listed Species Occurring in Puerto Rico 
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Table A-7-4. Table of Other Protected Resources in Group 2 

Resource Species/Name Municipality(s) 

Critical Habitat Puerto Rican harlequin butterfly (Atlantea tulita) Arecibo, Camuy, Florida, Quebradillas 

Note: Marine species are not included in this table as project activities will have no impact on offshore environments. 

Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service, Information for Planning and Consultation System, Listed Species Occurring in Puerto Rico 
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Table A-7-5. Table of Threatened and Endangered Species in Group 3 

Status Species 

Animals 

E Black-capped Petrel (Pterodroma hasitata) 

T Elfin-woods Warbler (Setophaga angelae) 

E Puerto Rican Broad-winged Hawk (Buteo platypterus brunnescens) 

E Puerto Rican Nightjar (Antrostomus noctitherus) 

E Puerto Rican Parrot (Amazona vittata) 

E Puerto Rican Sharp-shinned Hark (Accipiter striatus venator) 

T Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii dougallii) 

E Yellow-shouldered Blackbird (Agelaius xanthomus) 

T Mona Boa (Epicrates monensis monensis) 

T Mona Ground Iguana (Cyclura stejnegeri) 

E Puerto Rican Boa (Chilabothrus inornatus) 

T Puerto Rican Crested Toad (Peltophryne lemur) 

T Puerto Rican Harlequin Butterfly (Atlantea tulita) 

Plants 

E No common name (Aristida chaseae) 

E No common name (Auerodendron pauciflorum) 

E Bariaco (Trichilia triacantha) 

E Beautiful Goetzea (Goetzea elegans) 

E No common name (Catesbaea melanocarpa) 

T Cobana Negra (Stahlia monosperma) 

E No common name (Cordia bellonis) 

E No common name (Cranichis ricartii) 

E No common name (Daphnopsis helleriana) 

T No common name (Eugenia woodburyana) 

T No common name (Gesneria pauciflora) 

T Higo Chumbo (Harrisia portoricensis) 

E Higuero De Sierra (Crescentia portoricensis) 

E No common name (Lyonia truncata var. proctorii) 

E No common name (Mitracarpus maxwelliae) 

E No common name (Myrcia paganii) 

T Palma De Manaca (Calyptronoma rivalis) 

E Palo De Nigua (Cornutia obovata) 

E Palo De Ramon (Banara vandrebiltii) 

T Palo De Rosa (Ottoschulzia rhodoxylon) 

E Pelos DeL Diablo (Aristida portoricensis) 

T No common name (Schoepfia arenaria) 

E St. Thomas Pricly-ash (Zanthoxylum thomasianum) 

E Uvillo (Eugenia haematocarpa) 

E Vahl’s Boxwood (Buxus vahlii) 

E No common name (Vernonia proctorii) 
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E Wheeler’s Peperomia (Peperomia wheeleri) 

E No common name (Tectaria estremerana) 

E No common name (Thelypteris verecunda) 

E No common name (Thelypteris yaucoensis) 

Note: Marine species are not included in this table as project activities will have no impact on offshore environments. 
Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service, Information for Planning and Consultation  System, Listed Species Occurring in Puerto Rico 

 

 

Table A-7-6. Table of Other Protected Resources in Group 3 

Resource Species/Name Municipality(s) 

Critical Habitat Elfin-woods Warbler (Setophaga angelae) Maricao 

Critical Habitat Mona Boa (Epicrates Monesis monesis) Mayagüez 

Critical Habitat Mona Ground Iguana (Cyclura stejnegeri) Mayagüez 

Critical Habitat Puerto Rican harlequin butterfly (Atlantea tulita) Isabela, Maricao, Mayagüez, Sabana Grande, 
San Germán 

Critical Habitat Yellow-shouldered Blackbird (Agelaius xanthomus) Cabo Rojo, Lajas, Mayagüez, San Germán 

Note: Marine species are not included in this table as project activities will have no impact on offshore environments. 

Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service, Information for Planning and Consultation System, Listed Species Occurring in Puerto Rico 
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Table A-7-7. Table of Threatened and Endangered Species in Group 4 

Status Species 

Animals 

E Black-capped Petrel (Pterodroma hasitata) 

T Elfin-woods Warbler (Setophaga angelae) 

E Puerto Rican Broad-winged Hawk (Buteo platypterus brunnescens) 

E Puerto Rican Nightjar (Antrostomus noctitherus) 

E Puerto Rican Parrot (Amazona vittata) 

E Puerto Rican Sharp-shinned Hark (Accipiter striatus venator) 

T Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii dougallii) 

E Yellow-shouldered Blackbird (Agelaius xanthomus) 

E Puerto Rican Boa (Chilabothrus inornatus) 

T Puerto Rican Crested Toad (Peltophryne lemur) 

T Puerto Rican Harlequin Butterfly (Atlantea tulita) 

Plants 

E Bariaco (Trichilia triacantha) 

E Beautiful Goetzea (Goetzea elegans) 

E No common name (Catesbaea melanocarpa) 

E Chupacallos (Pleodendron macranthum) 

T Cobana Negra (Stahlia monosperma) 

E Cook’s Holly (Ilex cookie) 

E No common name (Cordia bellonis) 

T No common name (Eugenia woodburyana) 

T No common name (Gesneria pauciflora) 

T Higo Chumbo (Harrisia portoricensis) 

E Higuero De Sierra (Crescentia portoricensis) 

E No common name (Mitracarpus maxwelliae) 

E No common name (Mitracarpus polycladus) 

T Palma De Manaca (Calyptronoma rivalis) 

E Palo De Nigua (Cornutia obovata) 

E Palo De Ramon (Banara vandrebiltii) 

T Palo De Rosa (Ottoschulzia rhodoxylon) 

T No common name (Schoepfia arenaria) 

E Vahl’s Boxwood (Buxus vahlii) 

E No common name (Varronia rupicola) 

E West Indian Walnut (Juglans jamaicensis) 
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E No common name (Elaphoglossum serpens) 

E Elfin Tree Fern (Cyathea dryopteroides) 

E No common name (Polystichum caleronense) 

E No common name (Tectaria estremerana) 

E No common name (Thelypteris inabonensis) 

E No common name (Thelypteris verecunda) 

E No common name (Thelypteris yaucoensis) 

Note: Marine species are not included in this table as project activities will have no impact on offshore environments. 

Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service, Information for Planning and Consultation System, Listed Species Occurring in Puerto Rico 

 
 
 

Table A-7-8. Table of Other Protected Resources in Group 4 
Resource Species/Name Municipality(s) 

Critical Habitat Elfin-woods Warbler (Setophaga 
angelae) 

Yauco 

Critical Habitat No common name (Varronia rupicola) Guánica, Guayanilla, Peñuelas, Ponce, Yauco 

Critical Habitat Puerto Rican harlequin butterfly 
(Atlantea tulita) 

Ciales, Utuado, Yauco 

Critical Habitat Yellow-shouldered Blackbird (Agelaius 
xanthomus) 

Guánica 

Note: Marine species are not included in this table as project activities will have no impact on offshore environments. 

Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service, Information for Planning and Consultation  System, Listed Species Occurring in Puerto Rico 
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Table A-7-9. Table of Threatened and Endangered Species in Group 5 

Status Species 

Animals 

E Puerto Rican Broad-winged Hawk (Buteo platypterus brunnescens) 

E Puerto Rican Nightjar (Antrostomus noctitherus) 

E Puerto Rican Parrot (Amazona vittata) 

E Puerto Rican Plain Pigeon (Patagioenas inornate wetmorei) 

E Puerto Rican Sharp-shinned Hark (Accipiter striatus venator) 

T Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii dougallii) 

E Yellow-shouldered Blackbird (Agelaius xanthomus) 

E Puerto Rican Boa (Chilabothrus inornatus) 

T Golden Coqui (Eleutherodactylus jasper) 

T Guajon (Eleutherodactylus cooki) 

T Puerto Rican Crested Toad (Peltophryne lemur) 

T Puerto Rican Harlequin Butterfly (Atlantea tulita) 

Plants 

E Beautiful Goetzea (Goetzea elegans) 

E Capa Rosa (Callicarpa ampla) 

E Cook’s Holly (Ilex cooki) 

E Erubia (Solanum drymophilum) 

T No common name (Eugenia woodburyana) 

E No common name (Gonoclyx concolor) 

E Palo De Nigua (Cornutia obovata) 

E Palo De Ramon (Banara vandrebiltii) 

T Palo De Rosa (Ottoschulzia rhodoxylon) 

E St. Thomas Prickly-ash (Zanthoxylum thomasianum) 

E Uvillo (Eugenia haematocarpa) 

E West Indian Walnut (Juglans jamaicensis) 

E No common name (Elaphoglossum serpens) 

E Elfin Tree Fern (Cyathea dryopteroides) 

Note: Marine species are not included in this table as project activities will have no impact on offshore environments. 
Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service, Information for Planning and Consultation System, Listed Species Occurring in Puerto Rico 
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Table A-7-10. Table of Other Protected Resources in Group 5 

Resource Species/Name Municipality(s) 

Critical Habitat Elfin-woods Warbler (Setophaga angelae) Caguas, Cayey, Guayama, Patillas 

Critical Habitat No common name (Gonocalyx concolor) Caguas, Cayey, Patillas 

Critical Habitat Golden Coqui (Eleutherodactylus jasper) Cayey 

Critical Habitat Guajon (Eleutherodactylus cooki) Patillas 

Note: Marine species are not included in this table as project activities will have no impact on offshore environments. 
Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service, Information for Planning and Consultation  System, Listed Species Occurring in Puerto Rico 

 

 

  



 PUERTO RICO RECOVERY PROGRAM REGIONAL GROUPS 1-6 

TIER I ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD 

 

A-124 
 

Table A-7-11. Table of Threatened and Endangered Species in Group 6 

Status Species 

Animals 

E Black-capped Petrel (Pterodroma hasitata) 

T Elfin-woods Warbler (Setophaga angelae) 

E Puerto Rican Broad-winged Hawk (Buteo platypterus brunnescens) 

E Puerto Rican Parrot (Amazona vittata) 

E Puerto Rican Plain Pigeon (Patagioenas inornate wetmorei) 

E Puerto Rican Sharp-shinned Hark (Accipiter striatus venator) 

T Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii dougallii) 

E Yellow-shouldered Blackbird (Agelaius xanthomus) 

E Culebra Island Giant Anole (Anolis roosevelti) 

E Puerto Rican Boa (Chilabothrus inornatus) 

E Virgin Islands Tree Boa (Chilabothrus granti) 

T Guajon (Eleutherodactylus cooki) 

Plants 

E Beautiful Goetzea (Goetzea elegans) 

E Capa Rosa (Callicarpa ampla) 

E Chupacallos (Pleodendron macranthum) 

T Cobana Negra (Stahlia monsperma) 

E No common name (Gonocalyx concolor) 

E No common name (Ilex sintenisii) 

E No common name (Leptocereus grantianus) 

E Palo Colorado (Ternstroemia luquillensis) 

E Palo De Jazmin (Styrax portoricensis) 

T Palo De Rosa (Ottoschulzia rhodoxylon) 

T No common name (Schoepfia arenaria) 

E No common name (Ternstroemia subsessilis) 

E Uvillo (Eugenia haematocarpa) 

E Wheeler’s Peperomia (Peperomia wheeleri) 

Note: Marine species are not included in this table as project activities will have no impact on offshore environments. 
Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service, Information for Planning and Consultation System, Listed Species Occurring in Puerto Rico 
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Table A-7-12. Table of Other Protected Resources in Group 6 

Resource Species/Name Municipality(s) 

Critical Habitat Culebra Island Giant Anole (Anolis 
roosevelti) 

Culebra 

Critical Habitat Elfin-woods Warbler (Setophaga 
angelae) 

Canóvanas, Ceiba, Las Piedras, Naguabo, 
Rio Grande, San Lorenzo 

Critical Habitat No common name (Gonocalyx 
concolor) 

San Lorenzo 

Critical Habitat Guajon (Eleutherodactylus cooki) Humacao, Juncos, Las Piedras, Maunabo, 
San Lorenzo, Yabucoa 

Critical Habitat No common name (Varronia rupicola) Vieques 

Critical Habitat Yellow-shouldered Blackbird (Agelaius 
xanthomus) 

Ceiba, Fajardo, Naguabo 

Note: Marine species are not included in this table as project activities will have no impact on offshore environments. 

Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service, Information for Planning and Consultation System, Listed Species Occurring in Puerto Rico 
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Attachment A-7-1. 

USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation System for all Regional 
Groups (Group 1-6) 

(April 5, 2024) 
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October 10, 2024 Communications from PRDOH to USFWS  
and November 6, 2024 Reply
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Attachment A-7-3. 

August XX, 2024 Communication from PRDOH to DNER  
and Month XX, 2024 Reply 

Awaiting receipt from PRDOH 
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Exhibit A-8 – Explosives and Flammable Hazards 

24 CFR 51(c) 

Dataset(s) used in evaluation 

No GIS dataset available.  

Agencies or their regulations consulted during Broad Review 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Regulations (EPA) 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

ENVIRONMENTAL FINDING: Compliance determination achieved in the Tier I Broad level 

Review for all Regional Groups (Group 1-6). No Tier I consultation deemed necessary. 

The Program projects will not involve commercial enterprises that meet the definition of 

a hazardous facility as defined in 24 CFR 51.201.  They will also not involve 

development, construction, or rehabilitation activities that will increase residential 

densities or result in conversion.  Therefore, the review is in compliance with 24 CFR Part 51 

Subpart C and HUD’s Acceptable Separation Distance (ASD) calculations are not 

needed. Further evaluation at the Tier II site-specific level is not required.  
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Exhibit A-9 – Farmland Protection 

Group 1 

Category Acres in Group 1 

All areas are prime farmland 10,401.93 

Not prime farmland 114,838.91 

Prime farmland if drained/irrigated 3237.73 

Farmland of statewide importance 11,737.03 

Total 140,215 

Group 2 

Category Acres in Group 2 

All areas are prime farmland 75,283.94 

Not prime farmland 181,345.07 

Prime farmland if drained/irrigated 9,355.23 

Farmland of statewide importance 17,679.74 

Total 283,663.98 

Group 3 

Category Acres in Group 3 

All areas are prime farmland 75,283.94 

Not prime farmland 181,345.07 

Prime farmland if drained/irrigated 9,355.23 

Farmland of statewide importance 17,679.74 

Total 283,663.98 

Group 4 

Category Acres in Group 4 

All areas are prime farmland 10,926.56 

Farmland of statewide importance 37,971.31 

Farmland of statewide importance, if irrigated 274.17 

Not prime farmland 410,845.41 

Prime farmland if drained 667.22 

Prime farmland if irrigated 23,468.17 

Prime farmland if irrigated and reclaimed of excess salts and sodium 2,096.08 

Total 486,248.92 

Group 5 

Category Acres in Group 5 
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All areas are prime farmland 24,199.83 

Farmland of statewide importance 55,033.11 

Not prime farmland 369,546.74 

Prime farmland if drained 1,441.15 

Prime farmland if irrigated 38,009.48 

Total 488,230.31 

Group 6 

Category Acres in Group 6 

All areas are prime farmland 26,767.01 

Farmland of statewide importance 48,400.26 

Not prime farmland 255,663.32 

Prime farmland if drained 11,386.68 

Prime farmland if irrigated 8,721.70 

Total 350,938.97 

Dataset(s) used in evaluation 

Agency Internet link Accessed 
Dataset 

Date 

U.S. Department of Agriculture  https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/WebSoilSurvey.aspx  03/01/2024 12/12/2013 

U.S. Census Bureau  https://tigerweb.geo.census.gov/tigerweb/  10/08/2020 2010 

Agencies or their regulations consulted during Broad Review 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 

Supporting Documentation 

Figure A-9-1. Farmland Protection Map for Group 1 

Figure A-9-2. Farmland Protection Map for Group 2 

Figure A-9-3. Farmland Protection Map for Group 3 

Figure A-9-4. Farmland Protection Map for Group 4 

Figure A-9-5. Farmland Protection Map for Group 5 

Figure A-9-6. Farmland Protection Map for Group 6 

ENVIRONMENTAL FINDING:  Compliance determination achieved in the Tier I Broad level Review 

for all Regional Groups (Group 1-6). No Tier I consultation required. The allowable Program activities 

are limited to affixing equipment to existing building roofs and walls.  As no land altering activities will 

occur, the eligible project activities do not have the potential to convert any agricultural land to non-
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agricultural use. Therefore, the review is in compliance with Farmland Protection. Further evaluation 

at the Tier II site-specific level is not required. 
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Figure A-9-1. Farmland Protection Map for Group 1 
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Figure A-9-2. Farmland Protection Map for Group 2 
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Figure A-9-3. Farmland Protection Map for Group 3 
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Figure A-9-4. Farmland Protection Map for Group 4 
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Figure A-9-5. Farmland Protection Map for Group 5 
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Figure A-9-6. Farmland Protection Map for Group 6 
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Exhibit A-10 – Floodplain Management 

(24 CFR 55, Executive Order 11988) 

FEMA Effective Zone Designation Acres in Group 1 

A Undifferentiated 868.84 

AE 17,193.33 

Floodway 7,350.55 

AO 42.23 

VE (CHHA) 558.47 

X (0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard/500-year) 7,847.96 

X  106,483.49 

Total 140,344.87 

 

FEMA Preliminary Zone Designation Acres in Group 1 

A Undifferentiated 307.64 

AE 230.04 

Floodway 283.21 

X (0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard/500-year) 181.52 

X  10,390.84 

Total 11,393.25 

 

Combined ABFE/FEMA Effective FIRM Zone Designation Acres in Group 1 

A Undifferentiated 21,693.15 

AE 6,072.91 

Floodway 7,066.94 

AO 566.99 

VE (CHHA) 570.57 

X (0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard/500-year) 5248.90 

X  99,125.32 

Total 140,344.87 

 
FEMA Effective Zone Designation 

Acres in Group 2 

A Undifferentiated 2,585.77 

AE 17,133.83 

Floodway 20,413.51 

AH 37.60 

VE 1,127.98 

X (0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard/500-year) 1,634.55 

X  240,345.21 
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Total 283,278.45 

    

 
Combined ABFE/FEMA Effective FIRM Zone Designation 

Acres in Group 2 

A Undifferentiated 22,665.77 

AE 2,096.60 

Floodway 20,414.00 

VE (CHHA) 1,134.18 

X (0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard/500-year) 2,352.45 

X  234,615.38 

Total 283,278.46 

 
FEMA Effective Zone Designation 

Acres in Group 3 

A Undifferentiated 13,219.46 

AE 14,736.22 

Floodway 15,234.01 

AO 315.58 

VE 3,006.44 

X (0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard/500-year) 3,252.25 

X  379,938.18 

Total 429,702.14 

  

 
Combined ABFE/FEMA Effective FIRM Zone Designation 

Acres in Group 3 

A Undifferentiated 28,779.25 

AE 7,183.58 

Floodway 15,146.23 

AO 315.81 

VE  3,023.61 

X (0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard/500-year) 5,306.01 

X  369,947.65 

Total 429,702.13 

 
FEMA Effective Zone Designation Acres in Group 4 

A Undifferentiated 12,328.64 

AE 12,675.15 

Floodway 11,566.79 

AO 1,685.64 
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VE 715.38 

X (0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard/500-year) 1,614.44 

X  446,779.26 

Total 487,365.28 

 
 

  
 
Combined ABFE/FEMA Effective FIRM Zone Designation Acres in Group 4 

A Undifferentiated 28,199.65 

AE 6,261.12 

Floodway 10,607.06 

AO 571.73 

VE  748.67 

X (0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard/500-year) 3,758.48 

X  437,218.57 

Total 487,365.28 

 
FEMA Effective Zone Designation Acres in Group 5 

A Undifferentiated 7,672.06 

AE 13,139.98 

Floodway 7,424.21 

AO 57.82 

VE 2,116.46 

X (0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard/500-year) 2,831.70 

X  467,707.65 

Total 500,949.88 

    

 
FEMA Preliminary Zone Designation Acres in Group 5 

X  0.000015 

Total 0.000015 

 
Combined ABFE/FEMA Effective FIRM Zone Designation Acres in Group 5 

A Undifferentiated 21,468.11 

AE 7,584.92 

Floodway 7,332.15 

AO 23.95 

VE  2,125.46 

X (0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard/500-year) 6,123.15 

X  456,292.15 

Total 487,365.28 
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FEMA Effective Zone Designation Acres in Group 6 

A Undifferentiated 5,242.27 

AE 24,468.16 

Floodway 25,364.66 

AO 73.92 

VE 3,681.06 

Riverine Floodway Shown in Coastal Zone 4.97 

X (0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard/500-year) 4,284.93 

X  288,359.77 

Total 351,479.74 

 
 
 
 

 
FEMA Preliminary Zone Designation Acres in Group 6 

A Undifferentiated 164.92 

AE 4,769.59 

Floodway 12,653.04 

VE 399.41 

X (0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard/500-year) 652.74 

X 10,823.11 

Total 29,462.81 

  

 
Combined ABFE/FEMA Effective FIRM Zone Designation Acres in Group 6 

A Undifferentiated 27217.60 

AE 13,275.41 

Floodway 23,381.52 

AO 76.59 

VE  3,816.83 

X (0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard/500-year) 5,067.76 

X  278,644.03 

Total 351,479.74 

Dataset(s) used in evaluation 

Agency Internet link Accessed Dataset Date 

Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) 

https://gis.fema.gov/arcgis/rest/services/DR/PuertoRico_A
BFE_1PCT/MapServer 

03/01/2024 04/02/2021 

Agencies or their regulations consulted during Broad Review 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

https://gis.fema.gov/arcgis/rest/services/DR/PuertoRico_ABFE_1PCT/MapServer
https://gis.fema.gov/arcgis/rest/services/DR/PuertoRico_ABFE_1PCT/MapServer
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Housing and Urban Development (HUD)  

Puerto Rico Planning Board  

Supporting Documentation 

Figure A-10-1-1. ABFE Map for Group 1 Municipalities 

Figure A-10-1-2. ABFE Map for Group 2 Municipalities 

Figure A-10-1-3. ABFE Map for Group 3 Municipalities 

Figure A-10-1-4. ABFE Map for Group 4 Municipalities 

Figure A-10-1-5. ABFE Map for Group 5 Municipalities 

Figure A-10-1-6. ABFE Map for Group 6 Municipalities 

Figure A-10-2-1. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 1 Municipalities 

Figure A-10-2-2. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 2 Municipalities 

Figure A-10-2-3. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 3 Municipalities 

Figure A-10-2-4. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 4 Municipalities 

Figure A-10-2-5. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 5 Municipalities 

Figure A-10-2-6. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 6 Municipalities 

Figure A-10-3-1. Map of FEMA Preliminary Floodplains: Group 1 Municipalities 

Figure A-10-3-2. Map of FEMA Preliminary Floodplains: Group 6 Municipalities 

Attachment A-10-1. PRDOH FFRMS Compliance Implementation Policy 

Attachment A-10-2. October 10, 2024 communication from PRDOH to FEMA and Month 

XX, 2024 Reply 

Attachment A-10-3. Month, XX, 2024 communication from PRDOH to Interested Parties 

(No Response Received) 

reENVIRONMENTAL FINDING:  All Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set- Aside 

Program projects have the potential to be located within a Federal Flood Risk 

Management Standard floodplain and must be further evaluated.  The Program will 

target businesses which perform important functions (community lifelines). Per HUD 
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guidelines listed in 24 CFR 55.2(b)(3)(i), these program activities and recipients do not 

meet the criteria for being designated as critical actions. 

PRDOH has designed the program to be compliant with 24 CFR 55.13(f) as it meets the 

definition of a special project installing renewable energy improvements at existing 

structures.  This regulation exempted the program from the need to perform the 8-step 

decision making process outlined in 24 CFR 55.20.  To verify that the 24 CFR 55.13(f) 

listed conditions are met, specifically regarding substantial improvement as defined in 

24 CFR 55.2(b)(12) and the elevation requirement of equipment when located within the 

FFRMS, each application site shall undergo compliance review at the Tier II site-specific 

level, using the methodology established by PRDOH for FFRMS compliance.  
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Figure A-10-1-1. Advisory Base Flood Elevation Map for Group 1 Municipalities 
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Figure A-10-1-2. Advisory Base Flood Elevation Map for Group 2 Municipalities 
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Figure A-10-1-3. Advisory Base Flood Elevation Map for Group 3 Municipalities 
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Figure A-10-1-4. Advisory Base Flood Elevation Map for Group 4 Municipalities 
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Figure A-10-1-5. Advisory Base Flood Elevation Map for Group 5 Municipalities 
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Figure A-10-1-6. Advisory Base Flood Elevation Map for Group 6 Municipalities 

 

 

  



 PUERTO RICO RECOVERY PROGRAM REGIONAL GROUPS 1-6 

TIER I ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD 

 

A-344 
 

Figure A-10-2-1. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 1 Municipalities 
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Figure A-10-2-2. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 2 Municipalities 
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Figure A-10-2-3. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 3 Municipalities 
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Figure A-10-2-4. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 4 Municipalities 
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Figure A-10-2-5. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 5 Municipalities 
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Figure A-10-2-6. Map of FEMA Effective Floodplains: Group 6 Municipalities 
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Figure A-10-3-1. Map of FEMA Preliminary Floodplains: Group 1 Municipalities 
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Figure A-10-3-2. Map of FEMA Preliminary Floodplains: Group 6 Municipalities 
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Attachment A-10-1. 

PRDOH Floodplain Management Compliance Implementation Policy 
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Attachment A-10-2. 

October 10, 2024 Communication from PRDOH to FEMA  
and Month XX, 2024 Reply
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Attachment A-10-3. 

Month XX, 2024 Communication from PRDOH to Interested Parties  
(No Response Received) 

 

Awaiting receipt from PRDOH 
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Exhibit A-11- Historic Preservation 

36 CFR 800; National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, particularly Section 

106 

 Category Number in Group 1 

National Park Service National Historic Landmarks 2 

Puerto Rico Planning Board Traditional Urban Centers (Zonas Histórica) 3 

Planning Board Historical Sites 65 

National Register Listed Properties (Criterion A: Event) 18 

National Register Listed Properties (Criterion B: Person) 4 

National Register Listed Properties (NRHP Criterion C: Design/Construction) 53 

National Register Listed Properties (NRHP Criterion D: Information Potential) 0 

National Register Listed Historic Roadways 0 

National Register eligible Historic Districts 13 

Eligible Historic Zones 4 

 

Category Number in Group 2 

National Park Service National Historic Landmarks 0 

Puerto Rico Planning Board Traditional Urban Centers (Zonas Histórica) 2 

Planning Board Historical Sites 24 

SHPO Listed Historical Event Properties (NRHP Criterion 1) 11 

SHPO Listed Historical Figure Properties (NRHP Criterion 2) 0 

SHPO Listed Historical Architectural Properties (NRHP Criterion 3) 26 

SHPO Listed Archaeology Properties (NRHP Criterion 4)* 1 

SHPO Listed Historic Roadways 1 

SHPO Listed Historical Districts 2 

SHPO Listed Historical Boundary Zone 2 

Category Number in Group 3 

National Park Service National Historic Landmarks 0 

Puerto Rico Planning Board Traditional Urban Centers (Zonas Histórica) 1 

Planning Board Historical Sites 59 

SHPO Listed Historical Event Properties (NRHP Criterion 1) 13 

SHPO Listed Historical Figure Properties (NRHP Criterion 2) 0 

SHPO Listed Historical Architectural Properties (NRHP Criterion 3) 44 

SHPO Listed Archaeology Properties (NRHP Criterion 4)* 1 

SHPO Listed Historic Roadways 0 

SHPO Listed Historical Districts 5 

SHPO Listed Historical Boundary Zone 1 
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Category Number in Group 4 

National Park Service National Historic Landmarks 1 

Puerto Rico Planning Board Traditional Urban Centers (Zonas Histórica) 2 

Planning Board Historical Sites 28 

SHPO Listed Historical Event Properties (NRHP Criterion 1) 
13 

SHPO Listed Historical Figure Properties (NRHP Criterion 2) 
1 

SHPO Listed Historical Architectural Properties (NRHP Criterion 3) 
54 

SHPO Listed Archaeology Properties (NRHP Criterion 4)* 
5 

SHPO Listed Historic Roadways 
4 

SHPO Listed Historical Districts 
1 

SHPO Listed Historical Boundary Zone 
2 

Category Number in Group 5 

National Park Service National Historic Landmarks 0 

Puerto Rico Planning Board Traditional Urban Centers (Zonas Histórica) 4 

Planning Board Historical Sites 24 

SHPO Listed Historical Event Properties (NRHP Criterion 1) 
7 

SHPO Listed Historical Figure Properties (NRHP Criterion 2) 
1 

SHPO Listed Historical Architectural Properties (NRHP Criterion 3) 
32 

SHPO Listed Archaeology Properties (NRHP Criterion 4)* 
3 

SHPO Listed Historic Roadways 
9 

SHPO Listed Historical Districts 
4 

SHPO Listed Historical Boundary Zone 
4 

Category Number in Group 6 

National Park Service National Historic Landmarks 0 

Puerto Rico Planning Board Traditional Urban Centers (Zonas Histórica) 0 

Planning Board Historical Sites 35 

SHPO Listed Historical Event Properties (NRHP Criterion 1) 
10 

SHPO Listed Historical Figure Properties (NRHP Criterion 2) 
0 

SHPO Listed Historical Architectural Properties (NRHP Criterion 3) 
32 

SHPO Listed Archaeology Properties (NRHP Criterion 4)* 
18 

SHPO Listed Historic Roadways 
0 

SHPO Listed Historical Districts 
3 
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SHPO Listed Historical Boundary Zone 
0 

Dataset(s) used in evaluation 

Dataset Layer Internet link Accessed Dataset Date 

National Historic Landmark https://mapservices.nps.gov/arcgis/rest/services/cultural_res
ources/nrhp_locations/MapServer 

7/17/2024 n/a 

Puerto Rico Planning Board 
Traditional Use Centers  

https://sigejp.pr.gov/server/rest/services/JP_Reglamentario/ 7/17/2024 n/a 

Planning Board Historical Site https://sigejp.pr.gov/server/rest/services/JP_Reglamentario/ 7/17/2024 n/a 

Puerto Rico SHPO National 
Register of Historic Places 

https://oech.maps.arcgis.com/apps/OnePane/basicviewer/in
dex.html?appid=62443199488c4cbea51369978f92ae33 

7/17/2024  

SHPO Listed Historical Event 
Properties (NRHP Criterion 1) 

https://services1.arcgis.com/WktQu07x5AER0q6e/arcgis/res
t/services/RNLH_por_criterios_de_inclusión_Abril_2023/Fea
tureServer 

7/17/2024 n/a 

SHPO Listed Historical Figure 
Properties (NRHP Criterion 2) 

https://services1.arcgis.com/WktQu07x5AER0q6e/arcgis/res
t/services/RNLH_por_criterios_de_inclusión_Abril_2023/Fea
tureServer 

7/17/2024 n/a 

SHPO Listed Historical 
Architectural Properties (NRHP 
Criterion 3) 

https://services1.arcgis.com/WktQu07x5AER0q6e/arcgis/res
t/services/RNLH_por_criterios_de_inclusión_Abril_2023/Fea
tureServer 

7/17/2024 n/a 

SHPO Listed Archaeology 
Properties (NRHP Criterion 4) 

https://services1.arcgis.com/WktQu07x5AER0q6e/arcgis/res
t/services/RNLH_por_criterios_de_inclusión_Abril_2023/Fea
tureServer 

7/17/2024 n/a 

SHPO Listed Districts Roads https://services1.arcgis.com/WktQu07x5AER0q6e/arcgis/res
t/services/Distritos_Carreteras/FeatureServer 

7/17/2024 n/a 

SHPO Listed Historical Districts https://services1.arcgis.com/WktQu07x5AER0q6e/arcgis/res
t/services/Distritos_Históricos/FeatureServer 7/17/2024 

n/a 

SHPO Historical Boundary Zones https://sigejp.pr.gov/server/rest/services/JP_Reglamentario/ 7/17/2024 n/a 

Agencies or their regulations consulted during Broad Review 

Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office 

Institute of Puerto Rican Culture 

National Park Service 

Supporting Documentation 

Figure A-11-1. Map of Non-Confidential Historic Properties in Group 1 

Figure A-11-2. Map of Non-Confidential Historic Properties in Group 2 

Figure A-11-3. Map of Non-Confidential Historic Properties in Group 3 

Figure A-11-4. Map of Non-Confidential Historic Properties in Group 4 
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Figure A-11-5. Map of Non-Confidential Historic Properties in Group 5 

Figure A-11-6. Map of Non-Confidential Historic Properties in Group 6 

Attachment A-11-1. PRDOH-SHPO Programmatic Agreement and Amendments 

Attachment A-11-2. Month XX, 2024 communication from PRDOH to SHPO and Month 

XX, 2024 Reply 

ENVIRONMENTAL FINDING: All proposed projects have the potential to adversely affect 

historic properties through inappropriate alterations to: (1) the applicant building itself (if 

listed or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places [NRHP]); (2) a NRHP-

listed or NRHP-eligible district if within its boundaries; and/or (3) an archaeology site that 

is NRHP-listed or NRHP-eligible, or that is significant to a Native American Tribe. All 

applications must be evaluated at the Tier II site-specific level.  An application that has 

an unresolved Adverse Effect determination under Section 106 of the National Historic 

Preservation Act cannot be funded. In order to avoid adverse effects, project activities 

should comply with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic 

Properties. 
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Figure A-11-1. Map of Non-Confidential Historic Properties  
in Group 1 
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Figure A-11-2. Map of Non-Confidential Historic Properties in Group 2 
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Figure A-11-3. Map of Non-Confidential Historic Properties in Group 3 
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Figure A-11-4. Map of Non-Confidential Historic Properties in Group 4 
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Figure A-11-5. Map of Non-Confidential Historic Properties in Group 5 
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Figure A-11-6. Map of Non-Confidential Historic Properties in Group 6 

 

 

  



 PUERTO RICO RECOVERY PROGRAM REGIONAL GROUPS 1-6 

TIER I ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD 

 

A-384 
 

Attachment A-11-1. 

PRDOH-SHPO Programmatic Agreement for Section 106 Review 
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Attachment A-11-2. 

Month XX, 2024 communication from PRDOH to SHPO  
and Month XX, 2024 Reply 

 

Awaiting receipt from PRDOH 
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Exhibit A-12 – Noise Control and Abatement 

Noise Abatement Factors Acres in Group 1 

Airport 140,346.77 

Railroad 3,302.31 

Road 29,776.22 

Total 173,425.31 

 

Noise Abatement Factors Acres in Group 2 

Airport 54,237.55 

Railroad 2,331.11 

Road 28,626.44 

Total 85,195.11 

 

Noise Abatement Factors Acres in Group 3 

Airport 329,039.37 

Railroad 0 

Road 17,545.52 

Total 346,584.89 

 

Noise Abatement Factors Acres in Group 4 

Airport 224,425.75 

Railroad 669.49 

Road 34,911.52 

Total 159,229.46 

 

Noise Abatement Factors Acres in Group 5 

Airport 121,825.24 

Road 37,404.22 

Total 159,229.46 

 

Noise Abatement Factors Acres in Group 6 

Airport 250,294.20 

Railroad 1,092.57 

Road 28,716.37 
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Total 280,103.14 

 

Agencies or their regulations consulted during Broad Review 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Regulations (EPA) 

Supporting Documentation 

Figure A-12-1. Map Showing Noise Abatement Factors in Group 1 

Figure A-12-2. Map Showing Noise Abatement Factors in Group 2 

Figure A-12-3. Map Showing Noise Abatement Factors in Group 3 

Figure A-12-4. Map Showing Noise Abatement Factors in Group 4 

Figure A-12-5. Map Showing Noise Abatement Factors in Group 5 

Figure A-12-6. Map Showing Noise Abatement Factors in Group 6 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL FINDINGS: HUD’s guidelines on noise controls are that they are only 

applicable to residential endeavors. The Program projects are limited to making energy 

improvements to existing commercial SMB spaces, with no residential connection even 

if situated in a mixed-use building. Therefore, the project is in compliance with 24 CFR 

Part 51 Subpart B.  No further evaluation is required. 
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Figure A-12-1. Map Showing Noise Abatement Factors in Group 1 



 PUERTO RICO RECOVERY PROGRAM REGIONAL GROUPS 1-6 

TIER I ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD 

 

A-464 
 

 
Figure A-12-2. Map Showing Noise Abatement Factors in Group 2 
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Figure A-12-3. Map Showing Noise Abatement Factors in Group 3 
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Figure A-12-4. Map Showing Noise Abatement Factors in Group 4 
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Figure A-12-5. Map Showing Noise Abatement Factors in Group 5 
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Figure A-12-6. Map Showing Noise Abatement Factors in Group 6 
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Exhibit A-13 – Sole Source Aquifers 

Sole Source Aquifers in Group 1 0 acres 

Sole Source Aquifers in Group 2 0 acres 

Sole Source Aquifers in Group 3 0 acres 

Sole Source Aquifers in Group 4 0 acres 

Sole Source Aquifers in Group 5 0 acres 

Sole Source Aquifers in Group 6 0 acres 

Dataset(s) used in evaluation 

Agency Internet link Accessed Dataset Date 

U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency  

https://www.epa.gov/dwssa/map-sole-source-aquifer-
locations  

03/01/2024 08/15/2017 

Agencies or their regulations consulted during Broad Review 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Regulations (EPA) 

Supporting Documentation 

Figure A-13-1. Puerto Rico Sole Source Aquifers 

Figure A-13-2. Puerto Rico Sole Source Aquifers 

Figure A-13-3. Puerto Rico Sole Source Aquifers 

Figure A-13-4. Puerto Rico Sole Source Aquifers 

Figure A-13-5. Puerto Rico Sole Source Aquifers 

Figure A-13-6. Puerto Rico Sole Source Aquifers 

Figure A-13-7. Sole Source Aquifers Near Puerto Rico 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL FINDING:  No Tier I consultation required. Puerto Rico has no sole 

source aquifers located within its territorial boundaries. The nearest sole source aquifer 

is situated in the southeastern end of Florida, approximately 950 miles to the northwest 

at its closest point.  
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Figure A-13-1. Puerto Rico Sole Source Aquifers 

 

  



 PUERTO RICO RECOVERY PROGRAM REGIONAL GROUPS 1-6 

TIER I ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD 

 

A-471 
 

 

Figure A-13-2. Puerto Rico Sole Source Aquifers 
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Figure A-13-3. Puerto Rico Sole Source Aquifers 
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Figure A-13-4. Puerto Rico Sole Source Aquifers 
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Figure A-13-5. Puerto Rico Sole Source Aquifers 
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Figure A-13-6. Puerto Rico Sole Source Aquifers 
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Figure A-13-7. Sole Source Aquifers Near Puerto Rico 
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Exhibit A-14 – Wetlands Protection 

Wetland Type Acres in Group 1 

Estuarine and Marine Deepwater 2,563.97 

Estuarine and Marine Wetland 5,384.08 

Freshwater Emergent Wetland 8,430.38 

Freshwater Forested/Shrub Wetland 1,007.20 

Freshwater Pond 114.46 

Lake 354.49 

Riverine 1,648.41 

Total 19,502.99 

 

Wetland Type Acres in Group 2 

Estuarine and Marine Deepwater 1,111.09 

Estuarine and Marine Wetland 2,214.13 

Freshwater Emergent Wetland 14,864.71 

Freshwater Forested/Shrub Wetland 1,870.09 

Freshwater Pond 305.07 

Lake 718.44 

Riverine 1,578.71 

Total 22,662.25 

 

Wetland Type Acres in Group 3 

Estuarine and Marine Deepwater 2,064.25 

Estuarine and Marine Wetland 5,251.16 

Freshwater Emergent Wetland 15,175.42 

Freshwater Forested/Shrub Wetland 2,743.18 

Freshwater Pond 348.77 

Lake 532.37 

Riverine 4,197.69 

Total 30,312.82  

 

Wetland Type Acres in Group 4 

Estuarine and Marine Deepwater 788.40 

Estuarine and Marine Wetland 7,188.34 

Freshwater Emergent Wetland 3,723.46 
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Freshwater Forested/Shrub Wetland 3,178.92 

Freshwater Pond 301.27 

Lake 2,621.27 

Riverine 4,880.11 

Total 22,681.77  

 

Wetland Type Acres in Group 5 

Estuarine and Marine Deepwater 1,120.28 

Estuarine and Marine Wetland 4,876.81 

Freshwater Emergent Wetland 2,155.98 

Freshwater Forested/Shrub Wetland 3,240.84 

Freshwater Pond 293.79 

Lake 1,243.08 

Riverine 5,601.11 

Total 18,531.88  

 

Wild and Scenic Rivers in Group 6 Linear Feet 

Luquillo 23,330.54 

Naguabo 23,522.05 

Rio Grande 45,696.48 

Total 92,549.07  

Dataset(s) used in evaluation 

Agency Internet link Accessed Dataset Date 

National Wetland Inventory – U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service  

https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/data-
download.html  

03/01/2024 05/31/2023 

U.S. Forest Service  https://www.rivers.gov/mapping-gis.php  
03/01/2024  01/16/2017 

Agencies or their regulations consulted during Broad Review 

United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 

Supporting Documentation 

Figure A-14-1. Group 1 National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) Map 

https://www.rivers.gov/mapping-gis.php


 PUERTO RICO RECOVERY PROGRAM REGIONAL GROUPS 1-6 

TIER I ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD 

 

A-479 
 

Figure A-14-2. Group 2 National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) Map 

Figure A-14-3. Group 3 National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) Map 

Figure A-14-4. Group 4 National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) Map 

Figure A-14-5. Group 5 National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) Map 

Figure A-14-6. Group 6 National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) Map 

Attachment A-14-1. October 10, 2024 communication from PRDOH to Jacksonville 

District Corps of Engineers and Month XX, 2024 Reply 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL FINDING:  No ground disturbance at Program sites will occur as the 

allowable activities are limited to installing equipment on existing building floors, roofs 

and walls. Therefore, there is no potential to negatively affect wetlands and the project 

activities are in compliance with the Executive Order 11990 and 24 CFR 55 Subpart B, 

specifically 24 CFR 55.16. No further evaluation is necessary. 
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Figure A-14-1. Group 1 National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) Map 
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Figure A-14-2. Group 2 National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) Map 
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Figure A-14-3. Group 3 National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) Map 
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Figure A-14-4. Group 4 National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) Map 
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Figure A-14-5. Group 5 National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) Map 
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Figure A-14-6. Group 6 National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) Map 
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Attachment A-14-1.  

October 10, 2024 communication from PRDOH to Jacksonville District Corps of 
Engineers and Month XX, 2024 Reply 
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Exhibit A-15 – Wild and Scenic Rivers 

Wild and Scenic Rivers in Group 1 0 acres 

Wild and Scenic Rivers in Group 2 0 acres 

Wild and Scenic Rivers in Group 3 0 acres 

Wild and Scenic Rivers in Group 4 0 acres 

Wild and Scenic Rivers in Group 5 0 acres 

Wild and Scenic Rivers in Group 6 Linear Feet 

Luquillo 23,330.54 

Naguabo 23,522.05 

Rio Grande 45,696.48 

Total 92,549.07 

Dataset(s) used in evaluation 

Agency Internet link Accessed Dataset Date 

U.S. Forest Service https://www.rivers.gov/mapping-gis.php 03/01/2024 01/16/2017 

Agencies or their regulations consulted during Broad Review 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Regulations (EPA) 

Supporting Documentation 

Figure A-15-1. Wild and Scenic Rivers – Puerto Rico Group 1 

Figure A-15-2. Wild and Scenic Rivers – Puerto Rico Group 2 

Figure A-15-3. Wild and Scenic Rivers – Puerto Rico Group 3 

Figure A-15-4. Wild and Scenic Rivers – Puerto Rico Group 4 

Figure A-15-5. Wild and Scenic Rivers – Puerto Rico Group 5 

Figure A-15-6. Wild and Scenic Rivers – Puerto Rico Group 6 

ENVIRONMENTAL FINDING:  All Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set- Aside Program 

projects are In Compliance. Group 1-6 does not contain a designated wild / scenic 

river, and therefore program activities cannot affect this type of resource. Further 

evaluation of this resource is not required at the site-specific level. 
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Figure A-15-1. Map of Wild and Scenic Rivers in Group 1 
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Figure A-15-2. Map of Wild and Scenic Rivers in Group 2 
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Figure A-15-3. Map of Wild and Scenic Rivers in Group 3 
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Figure A-15-4. Map of Wild and Scenic Rivers in Group 4 
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Figure A-15-5. Map of Wild and Scenic Rivers in Group 5 
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Figure A-15-6. Map of Wild and Scenic Rivers in Group 6 



 PUERTO RICO RECOVERY PROGRAM REGIONAL GROUPS 1-6 

TIER I ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD 

 

A-504 
 

Exhibit A-16 – Environmental Justice 

Dataset(s) used in evaluation 

Not Applicable. 

Agencies or their regulations consulted during Broad Review 

Not Applicable. 

Supporting Documentation 

Attachment A-16-1. Executive Order 14173 titled "Ending Illegal Discrimination and 

Restoring Merit-Based Opportunity”.  

ENVIRONMENTAL FINDING:  On January 21, 2025, President Donald Trump issued the 

Executive Order 14173 titled "Ending Illegal Discrimination and Restoring Merit-Based 

Opportunity", which revoked Executive Order 12898 and eliminated federal mandates 

requiring agencies to assess environmental justice impacts. Consequently, there is no 

longer a federal requirement to address environmental justice concerns in the 

environmental compliance review process. 
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Attachment A-16-1. 

Executive Order 14173 titled "Ending Illegal Discrimination  
and Restoring Merit-Based Opportunity” 
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Appendix B 

Tier II Site-Specific Documents 

 

Exhibit B-1 – Tier II Site-Specific Review Strategy ................................................................................. 1 

Exhibit B-2–Tier II Site-Specific Checklist .............................................................................................. 3 

Exhibit B-3 –Tier II Re-evaluation Form ............................................................................................... 4 

Exhibit B-4 - Environmental Field Observation Report............................................................ 7 
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Exhibit B-1 – Tier II Site-Specific Review Strategy 

PRDOH is the Responsible Entity for the required environmental review as indicated in 24 

CFR 58, “Environmental Review Procedures for Entities Assuming HUD Environmental 

Responsibilities,” and will oversee completion of environmental and historic preservation 

reviews of each applicant’s proposed “project” in accordance with HUD regulations 

and guidance. No project may be funded until PRDOH has stated in writing that it 

accepts the Environmental Review Record (ERR) findings and has authorized the use of 

grant funds (issued an Authority to Use Grant Funds [AUGF]). 

Based on the findings of the Environmental Broad Review, the review topics that must 

be assessed for the project to receive environmental compliance certification depends 

on potential to affect natural and cultural resources.  The matrix below summarizes the 

review topics relevant to the project’s Proposed Action. The designation “S-S” indicates 

that Proposed Action requires review at the site-specific level. The review topics 

highlighted in gray are In Compliance through the Broad Review Statutory Checklists 

presented in Appendix A.   

HUD Environmental Review Topic 
Project Activity: Installation of batteries, solar panels, and/or EV 

chargers 

Airport Hazards S-S 

Coastal Barrier Resources  S-S 

Flood Insurance S-S 

Clean Air  

Coastal Zone Management  

Contamination and Toxic Substances S-S 

Threatened and Endangered Species   

Explosives   

Farmland Protection  

Floodplain Management S-S 

Historic Preservation S-S 

Noise  

Sole Source Aquifers  

Wetlands  

Wild & Scenic Rivers  

Environmental Justice  

S-S: Project requires review at Site-Specific level   

Topics highlighted in gray are Complying through the Broad Review 
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The sections following the matrix detail the steps to be performed when assessing each 

required review topic.  The findings are recorded in the SSC at the end of the 

document. The SSC forms an integral part of the project’s ERR and must be maintained 

in the file. 
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Exhibit B-2–Tier II Site-Specific Checklist 
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Exhibit B-3 –Tier II Re-evaluation Form 

Program Name:   

Project Name:   Case ID #:   

Property Address:   

Parcel ID:   Coordinates:   

Municipio:   Previous CO Approval Date:  Click or tap to 
enter a date. 

Level of Original Environmental Review:  Choose an item. 

Level of Revised Environmental Review based upon Re-evaluation: Choose an item. 

After completion of the original environmental review, the following circumstance(s) occurred, 
requiring the original review to be reevaluated.   

☐Substantial changes in the nature, magnitude or extent of the project, including adding new 
activities not anticipated in the original scope of the project. Explain:   Click or tap here to 
enter text. 

☐New circumstances and environmental conditions which may affect the project or have a bearing 
on its impact, such as concealed or unexpected conditions discovered during the 
implementation of the project or activity which is proposed to be continued. Explain:   Click or 
tap here to enter text. 

☐The recipient proposes the selection of an alternative not in the original finding. Explain:   Click or 
tap here to enter text. 

Revisions to the Following Resource Areas: 

58.5  (Applicable to CEST and EA only) 

☐  Clean Air Act 

☐  Coastal Zone Management 

☐  Contamination and Toxic Substances 

☐  Endangered Species 

☐  Explosive and Flammable Hazards 

☐  Farmlands Protection 

☐  Historic Preservation 

☐  Noise Abatement and Control 

☐  Sole Source Aquifers 

☐  Wetlands Protection 

☐  Wild and Scenic Rivers 

☐  Environmental Justice 

58.6  (Applicable to All Levels of Review) 

☐  Airport Hazards 

☐  Coastal Barrier Resource Units 

☐  Flood Insurance 

  

  

EA Factors  (Applicable to EA only) 

☐  Land Development 

☐  Socioeconomic 

☐  Community Facilities and Services 

☐  Natural Features 

☐  Climate and Energy  
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Finding of this Reevaluation 

☐ The original findings have been reviewed and are still valid. The proposed project complies with 

environmental requirements for funding as per the findings documented in the original 

Environmental Review Record (ERR). 

☐ The Environmental Review Record (ERR) has been updated and based on the findings of this 

review; the original findings are still valid. If a FONSI notice was previously published (EA), no 

further publication of a FONSI notice is required. 

☐ The original Environmental Review Record (ERR) has been reviewed and the original findings are no 

longer valid. A new Environmental Review Record (ERR) at the appropriate level of review has 

been completed and if required, an NOI/RROF (CEST) or FONSI-NOI/RROF (EA) notice has been 

published. 

☐ The original findings are no longer valid and require an EIS level of review. An EIS determination 

requires specific consultation with the PRDOH prior to authorization. 

Re-evaluation Completed by: 

Signature:   Date:   

Name:       

QC Reviewer:  

Signature:   Date:   

Name:       

Certifying Officer:  

Signature:   Date:   

Name:       
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Exhibit B-4 – Environmental Field Observation Form 

ENVIRONMENTAL FIELD OBSERVATION REPORT (E-FOR) 

 

Application General Application 
Program Funds B-18-DE-72-0001  Sector Energy Sector 

Program  ER2  Application ID PR-ESP- 
Applicant or Entity Name  

Project Name Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set-Aside 
 

Inspection Information 
Inspector Name  

Inspection Company   
Company Address  

Municipality  Zip Code  
Company Phone  Company E-Mail  

Inspection Date  Weather Conditions  
Inspection Start Time  Inspection End Time  

Property Information 
 

Property Physical Address 
 

 

Municipality   Zip Code  
Latitude  Longitude  

Cadastral Number  Property Type  
Number of 

Buildings/Structure 
 If Other* Property 

Type, Explain 
 

Number of Housing Units  Property Year Built   Circa Actual 
Property Remarks 

(Include Additional Property 
Remarks or Other Location 

Description) 

 

Front Side of Property  
Back Side of Property  

Left Side of Property  
Right Side of Property  

Please describe and identify below any observed or known business activities currently or in the past on either the subject or 
adjoining property. 

Description of Adjoining 
Properties and Use 
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Inspection 
Property Surrounding and Historical Information 

Instructions: Identify any observed or known surrounding conditions that should be taken into consideration and Historical 
Information. 

Inspection Criteria Finding Comment/Explain all “Yes” Responses 
Permanent standing water (pond, lake) 
on site.  

Yes No 

Project lot have water frontage Yes No 
Evidence of lead-based paint present or 
hazardous containing material present. 

Yes No 

Any other unusual conditions on site. Yes No 
Structure 45 years or older 
(As best of Property Owner’s knowledge)

Yes No 

Is applicant aware of any significant 
historical events or person associated 
with structure; or does structure have a 
historic marker?  

Yes No 

Is there any indicator of soil instability? Yes No 
Presence of indication of any Landslide 
event 

Yes No 

Additional Field Observations: 

Potable and Drinking Water Supply 
Instructions: Identify the presence of any observed or known water supply sources currently on the subject property 

Inspection Criteria Finding Comment/Explain all “Yes” Responses 
Property connected and serviced by the 
municipal water system - PR Aqueduct 
and Sewer Authority (PRASA) 

Yes No If yes, include the name of the POTW 

Subject property is connected and 
serviced by a community water system 
(NON-PRASA) 

Yes No If yes, include the name of the community water 
system 

Presence of a water well currently or in 
the past of the subject or adjoining 
property  

Yes No If yes, include the name of the water well system 

Water cistern and/or back-up storage 
system installed 

Yes No 

Water treatment currently or in the past 
of the subject or adjoining property 

Yes No 
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Additional Field Observations: 

Wastewater 
Instructions: Identify the wastewater disposal on the subject property. 

Inspection Criteria Finding Comment/Explain all “Yes” Responses 
Property connected and serviced by the 
municipal sewer system - PR Aqueduct 
and Sewer Authority (PRASA) 

Yes No 

Presence of a septic system currently or 
in the past of the subject or adjoining 
property 

Yes No 

Septic system showing signs of failure 
such as overflow of wastewater, cracks, 
bad odors, etc.   

Yes No If yes, provide photographic evidence 

Wastewater treatment currently or in the 
past of the subject or adjoining property 

Yes No 

Any visible discharge of solid or viscous 
contaminants that may cause the 
obstruction in the sewer system  

Yes No 

Sewer controlled equipment installed 
such as, but not limited to grease traps 

Yes No 

Any known current or past events of 
overflow or uncontrolled discharge of 
wastewater on the subject or adjoining 
property   

Yes No 

Additional Field Observations: 

Hazardous Materials and Toxics 
Storage and Handling 

Instructions: Identify any chemicals of concerns currently or in the past on the subject or adjoining property 

Inspection Criteria Finding Comment/Explain all “Yes” Responses 
Any 55-gallon drums/containers on site? Yes No Include if leaking or not: 
Aboveground Storage Tanks (ASTs) Yes No 
Drums (steel or plastic) Yes No 
Underground Storage Tanks (USTs) Yes No 
Any known Leaking Underground 
Storage Tanks (LUSTs) 

Yes No 
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Are there any petroleum underground 
storage tanks (PUSTs) on site? 

Yes No 

Any signs of surface staining? Yes No 
Any ground water monitoring or injection 
wells on site?  

Yes No 

Check all chemicals of concern identified on site: 
 Hazardous materials  Pesticides Petroleum products Fuels  LPG or Propane 
Compressed gas cylinders Lubricants Paints Antifreeze or Coolants 
Other, Specify: 

Additional Field Observations: 

Pollution Control and Prevention 
Instructions: Identify potential hazardous materials releases and pollution concerns currently or in the past on the subject or 
adjoining property 

Inspection Criteria Finding Comment/Explain all “Yes” Responses 
Overall poor housekeeping such as 
uncontained waste materials  

Yes No 

Signs of pollution, stain or releases near 
stormwater drains 

Yes No 

Sand, soil or other sediment piles on site Yes No 
Storage containers broken, cracked 
and/or corroded  

Yes No 

Signs of distressed vegetation Yes No 
Any known historical spill events Yes No 
Additional Field Observations: 

Other Relevant Environmental Matters 
Instructions: Identify any other matter relevant to the field inspection not previously identified in this inspection report 

Inspection Criteria Finding Additional Field Observations 
Any additional identifiable field 
observation not listed in the inspection 
criteria 

Yes No 

Additional Field Observations: 
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Certification Signature 
 I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my direction or supervision in 
accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel properly gathered and evaluated the information 
submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for 
gathering the information, the information submitted is to the best of my knowledge and belief true, accurate and complete. I 
am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and 
imprisonment for knowing violations. 

Inspector Print Name Inspector Signature Date 
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Exhibit C-1 – Notice of Intent to Request Release of Funds 
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Exhibit C-2 –Request for Release of Funds 
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Exhibit C-3 –Authority to Use Grant Funds 

[to be included after receipt] 
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Appendix D 

Change Management Documentation 
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Change Addendum No. 

Project Name: 

Energy Support Incentive Program 2.0 Set- Aside 

PRDOH Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery and Mitigation 

Grant Number:  As appropriate HUD Program: CDBG-DR / MIT 

Responsible Entity (RE) Organization Name: PRDOH 

RE Address:  606 Barbosa Avenue, Juan C. Cordero Dávila Building, Río Piedras, PR 

00918 

RE Certifying Officer: 

Aldo A. Rivera Vázquez, Director, Permits and Environmental Compliance Division

E-mail:  aarivera@vivienda.pr.gov

Angel G. López Guzmán, Deputy-Director, Permits and Enviromental Compliance 
Division 
E-mail: a.lopez@vivienda.pr.gov

Proposed Change Findings: 

☐ The original Tier I findings are still valid

☐ The RE CO determines that this change affects the Tier I to an extent that

additional studies are required.

Change: 




