
Environmental Assessment 

Determinations and Compliance Findings for 

HUD-assisted Projects 

24 CFR Part 58

PR-SIH-00005A: Albergue Alespi 

Manuel Rodríguez Rodríguez 

Centro María Mazzarello Alespi, Inc.



Environmental Assessment 

Determinations and Compliance Findings for HUD-assisted 

Projects 

24 CFR Part 58 

Project Information 

Project Name: PR-SIH-00005A - Albergue Alespi 

Responsible Entity:  Puerto Rico Department of Housing 

Grant Recipient (if different than Responsible Entity): Centro Maria Mazzarello Alespi, Inc. 

State/Local Identifier: Orocovis, Puerto Rico 

Preparer: Manuel Rodríguez Rodríguez 

Certifying Officer Name and Title: Sally Z. Acevedo Cosme, Juan Carlos Pérez Bofill, 

Pedro de León Rodríguez, María T. Torres-Bregón, Angel G. López Guzmán, Ivelisse 

Lorenzo Torres, Santa D. Ramírez-Lebrón

Consultant (if applicable):  N/A 

Direct Comments to: Centro María Mazzarello Alespi, Inc. 

 P.O. Box. 1877, Orocovis, P.R., 00720 

  Email: centroalespi@gmail.com 

Project Location:  PR-157, Km. 23.7, Orocovis, P.R. 

Cadastre No.: 219-000-003-45  

Latitude: 18.241625
Longitude: -66.406044

Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]: 

The proposed undertaking for this project is the construction of a stand-alone two-story 

concrete building, the Alespi Hostel, on the grounds of the Colegio San Juan Bautista of 

Orocovis. Ground disturbance is expected, since, the building will be constructed in the 

southwest section of the campus, directly south of the basketball court with the primary 

facade facing west. It will be approximately 88’ in length, 35’ wide, and 24’ tall. The main 

entrance will be flanked by a ramp to the left and a paved patio area to the right. The 

ground floor of the new building will house a sports education classroom, bathrooms with 

showers, accessible dormitories, a dining room, a kitchen, and an office. The second floor 

will be restricted to bathrooms with showers and additional dormitories. 



Water will be supplied from a community well system and the sanitary system will be 

connected into the San Juan Bautista School existing sewer system that discharges to the 

Puerto Rico Aqueduct and Sewer Authority sewage system. The electrical system will be 

connected to the San Juan Bautista School existing main electrical panel that is 

connected to an existing electrical substation which is supplied by the Puerto Rico 

Electrical Authority. For this purpose, the project will obtain the endorsements from the 

Puerto Rico Electric Power Authority/LUMA Endorsement, PR Aqueduct Sewer Authority 

(PRASA) endorsement (for sanitary sewer system), Community Water Supply System 

(NON-PRASA) endorsement (for water supply) thru a construction permit that is being 

processed. 

The detailed construction plans are included as supporting documents. These include 

the architectural plan, architectural views, windows and doors schedule, finished 

schedule, the structural plan and details, plumbing plan and details, luminaries plan, 

power plan, and electrical details. 

Statement of Purpose and Need for the Proposal [40 CFR 1508.9(b)]: 

San Juan Bautista School has one of the most comprehensive and progressive sports 

programs in the central area of Puerto Rico. To continue the contribution to sports and 

live changing of young entrepreneurs, it needs a place to house athletes. 

Existing Conditions and Trends [24 CFR 58.40(a)]: 

The hostel is proposed to be built as a stand-alone structure on a vacant lot with seedless 

topography and no trees. Earth movement is minimal. The only earthwork will be the 

removal of the earth's crust. No trees must be cut or remove. 

The structure to be build is in an area not susceptible to flooding, ecologically protected, 

and/or where there are archaeological or historical sites, and/or where there is fauna or 

flora in danger of extinction, which is why it does not represent risks of environmental 

character. In addition, it does not affect the daily life of the neighbors and they have not 

shown any inconvenience with the proposed action. 

Funding Information 

Grant Number HUD Program Funding Amount 

B-17-DM-72-0001 SIH-CDBG-DR $ 1,485,720.00 

B-18-DM-72-0001 SIH-CDBG-DR 



Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount: $1,485,720.00 

Estimated Total Project Cost (HUD and non-HUD funds) [24 CFR 58.32(d)]: $1,485,720.00 

Compliance with 24 CFR 58.5 and 58.6 Laws and Authorities 
Record below the compliance or conformance determinations for each statute, 

executive order, or regulation.  Provide credible, traceable, and supportive source 

documentation for each authority. Where applicable, complete the necessary reviews 

or consultations and obtain or note applicable permits of approvals. Clearly note 

citations, dates/names/titles of contacts, and page references. Attach additional 

documentation as appropriate. 

Compliance Factors: 

Statutes, Executive Orders, 

and Regulations listed at 24 

CFR §58.5 and §58.6     

Are formal 

compliance 

steps or 

mitigation 

required? 

Compliance determinations 

STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR 58.6 

Airport Hazards 

24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D 

Yes     No Project will have no impact on any 

airport since is not located near or in an 

airport or a fly zone. The project complies 

with the HUD’s Airport Hazard regulations. 

The site is located 100,913 feet from the 

nearest civil airport and 152,257 feet form 

a military airport. See the attached 

Airport map Runway Protection Zone 

(Figure No. 2). 

Coastal Barrier Resources 

Coastal Barrier Resources 

Act, as amended by the 

Coastal Barrier 

Improvement Act of 1990 

[16 USC 3501] 

Yes     No Project has no potential to impact a 

coastal barrier unit because is not locate 

near or within the zone define as, so it 

complies with the Coastal Barrier 

Resources Act. The site is located 84,175 

feet from the nearest coastal barrier unit. 

See the attached coastal barrier unit 

map (Figure No. 3). 

Flood Insurance  

Flood Disaster Protection 

Act of 1973 and National 

Yes     No Project site is located in a Zone X, Panel 

7200C1135H, (April 19, 2005). Zone X 

means the project is located in a non-

flood zone, so the project does not 



Flood Insurance Reform Act 

of 1994 [42 USC 4001-4128 

and 42 USC 5154a] 

require flood insurance or is exempted 

from flood insurance. See the attached 

flood map (Figure No. 4). 

STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR 58.5 

Clean Air  

Clean Air Act, as amended, 

particularly section 176(c) & 

(d); 40 CFR Parts 6, 51, 93 

Yes     No 

      

The construction and the operation of 

the building will have no impact and is in 

compliance with the Clean Air Act 

without further evaluation. A per EPA 

Green Book Orocovis is within an 

attainment area. 

Coastal Zone Management  

Coastal Zone Management 

Act, sections 307(c) & (d) 

Yes     No 

      

Project has no potential to impact a 

coastal zone unit because is not locate 

near or within the zone define as, so it 

complies with the Coastal Management 

Act. The site is located 76,735 feet from 

the nearest coastal zone unit. See the 

attached coastal zone unit map (Figure 

No. 5). 

Contamination and Toxic 

Substances   

24 CFR Part 58.5(i)(2) 

Yes     No 

     

Project has no contamination and toxic 

substances identify in the site and the 

nearest site with contamination and toxic 

substances is located 7,763 feet apart 

from the project. See the attached 

contamination and toxic substances 

map (Figure No. 6).   

Endangered Species  

Endangered Species Act of 

1973, particularly section 7; 

50 CFR Part 402 

Yes     No 

     

Based on the reviewed endangered 

species recovery plans we can 

determine that the proposed works are 

not likely to adversely affect the species 

and its habitat. Project personnel will be 

oriented to advise and call the agency if 

an endangered species is found within 

the area. 

Explosive and Flammable 

Hazards 

24 CFR Part 51 Subpart C 

Yes     No 

     

Project will not increase residential 

population. Students-athletes from the 

San Juan Bautista School are already 

coursing studies at the institution. The 

construction and the operation of the 

building will have no use or manage 



explosive or flammable substances that 

could implicate a hazard.  

Farmlands Protection  

Farmland Protection Policy 

Act of 1981, particularly 

sections 1504(b) and 1541; 

7 CFR Part 658 

Yes     No The project does not include any 

activities that could potentially convert 

an agricultural land to non-agricultural 

use. The project is not located in 

farmland zone and is in compliance with 

Farmland Protection Policy Act, and 

located in an area designated as not 

prime farmland. Based on the field 

inspection, the site is maintained as 

grassland and is not located in Prime 

Farmland.  See the attached farmland 

location map (Figure No. 7).   

Floodplain Management 

Executive Order 11988, 

particularly section 2(a); 24 

CFR Part 55 

Yes     No Project site is located in a Zone X, Panel 

7200C1135H, (April 19, 2005). Project is not 

located in a flood zone and is in 

compliance with the floodplain 

management requirements. See the 

attached flood map (Figure No. 4). 

Historic Preservation 

National Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966, 

particularly sections 106 

and 110; 36 CFR Part 800 

Yes     No SHPO sent to PRDOH documentation 
on October 3, 2022 with a finding of 
no historic properties affected with 
or within the project’s Area of 
Potential Effects (See attached). 
Project has no potential to 
impact a historic preservation unit 
because is not locate near or within 
a zone define as, and ground 
disturbance for the construction will be 
minimal, so it complies with the 
National Historic Preservation Act. The 
site is located 5,589 feet from the 
nearest historic unit. See the attached 
historic preservation unit map (Figure 
No. 7).  

Noise Abatement and 

Control   

Noise Control Act of 1972, 

as amended by the Quiet 

Communities Act of 1978; 

24 CFR Part 51 Subpart B 

Yes     No Project locates in a sparsely populated 

area zone that is being repaired and/or 

renovated to recover from the 

Hurricanes Irma and Maria. The 

construction and the operation of the 

building will be no impact to or from the 

surrounding area from a noise 



perspective. The project is in compliance 

with this topic without further evaluation.  

Sole Source Aquifers  

Safe Drinking Water Act of 

1974, as amended, 

particularly section 1424(e); 

40 CFR Part 149 

Yes     No Project has no potential to impact a sole 

source aquifer unit because is not locate 

near or within the zone define as, so it 

complies with the Safe Drinking Water 

Act. In Puerto Rico there are not sole 

source aquifer unit. See the attached 

sole source aquifer unit map (Figure No. 

9). 

Wetlands Protection 

Executive Order 11990, 

particularly sections 2 and 5 

Yes     No Project has no potential to impact a 

wetland unit because is not locate near 

or within the zone define as, so it complies 

with the Wetland Protection Executive 

Order 11990. See the attached wetland 

unit map (Figure No. 10). 

Wild and Scenic Rivers 

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 

of 1968, particularly section 

7(b) and (c) 

Yes     No 

Project has no potential to impact a wild 

and scenic river because is not locate 

near or within one, so it complies with the 

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. The site is 

located 227,664 feet from the nearest 

wild and scenic river. See the attached 

wild and scenic river map (Figure No. 11). 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

Environmental Justice 

Executive Order 12898 

Yes     No As per scope of work the project does not 

represent any harm or impact to low 

income and minority residents. The 

project is located in a sparsely populated 

rural area and has no negative 

implications on Environmental Justice. 

The project is in compliance with 

environmental justice without further 

evaluation. 

Environmental Assessment Factors [24 CFR 58.40; Ref. 40 CFR 1508.8 &1508.27] Recorded 

below is the qualitative and quantitative significance of the effects of the proposal on 

the character, features and resources of the project area. Each factor has been 

evaluated and documented, as appropriate and in proportion to its relevance to the 

proposed action. Verifiable source documentation has been provided and described in 



support of each determination, as appropriate. Credible, traceable and supportive 

source documentation for each authority has been provided. Where applicable, the 

necessary reviews or consultations have been completed and applicable permits of 

approvals have been obtained or noted. Citations, dates/names/titles of contacts, and 

page references are clear. Additional documentation is attached, as appropriate.  All 

conditions, attenuation or mitigation measures have been clearly identified.    

Impact Codes: Use an impact code from the following list to make the determination of 

impact for each factor.  

(1) Minor beneficial impact

(2) No impact anticipated

(3)  Minor Adverse Impact – May require mitigation

(4)  Significant or potentially significant impact requiring avoidance or modification which

may require an Environmental Impact Statement

Environmental 

Assessment Factor 

Impact 

Code Impact Evaluation 

LAND DEVELOPMENT 

Conformance 

with Plans / 

Compatible Land 

Use and Zoning / 

Scale and Urban 

Design 

1 The proposed action is related to the San Juan Bautista 

School and is compatible with the existing land use 

because will contribute to the education.  Based on 

this the project is in accordance with the site plans, 

zoning, and use.  

Soil Suitability/ 

Slope/ Erosion/ 

Drainage/ Storm 

Water Runoff 

2 The project has a bearable topography with 

stormwater works done previously and moderate 

susceptibility to landslides. However, stormwater best 

management practices will be implemented as part of 

project activities. See the attached landslides 

susceptibility map (Figure No. 12).  

Hazards and 

Nuisances 

including Site 

Safety and Noise 

2 The project is not located in high noise level zone, 

neither its construction nor operation will generate any 

additional noise or safety issues that could become a 

hazard and/or nuisance for the neighbors. 

Energy 

Consumption 

2 The project will be energized by an existing electrical 

substation that has enough available power to supply 

the energy need of the project. However, the project 



will seek the endorsement of PREPA once the final 

project design is in place, thru the construction permit. 

Environmental 

Assessment Factor 

Impact 

Code Impact Evaluation 

SOCIOECONOMIC 

Employment and 

Income Patterns 

2 The project is not anticipated to have a significant 

impact on Employment and Income Patterns, since 

existing employers from the San Juan Bautista School 

and nuns, will be in charge of the building operation.  

Demographic 

Character 

Changes, 

Displacement 

2 The project will not alter, displace and/or change the 

demographic characteristics of the site at Orocovis, 

PR. The project will house only students at a school site. 

Environmental 

Assessment Factor 

Impact 

Code Impact Evaluation 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES 

Educational and 

Cultural Facilities 

1 The project will house talented students from the San 

Juan Bautista School, helping by this way existing 

students increase their sport abilities.    

Commercial 

Facilities 

2 No impact is foreseen because the project will not have 

commercial facilities, and neither will affect external 

commercial facilities.  

Health Care and 

Social Services 

2 The proposed project will have no impact on health 

care and social services. 

Solid Waste 

Disposal / 

Recycling 

3 Solid waste will be generated as part of the 

construction phase and will be managed in 

accordance with the construction permit. The project is 

expected to increase solid waste generation in the 

vicinity due to the activities in the living areas of the 

building. It is expected to represent minor adverse 

effects in terms of the solid waste disposal/recycling. It 

will be mitigated and/or managed through the 



municipal garbage private contractor and the School 

Recycling Program. The municipal solid waste disposal 

endorsement will be addressed prior the construction 

phase. 

Wastewater / 

Sanitary Sewers 

2 No impact is foreseen because the project will 

discharge sanitary and wastewater thru the School 

existing sewer system that discharges in the Puerto Rico 

Sewer Authority System. However, the project will seek 

the endorsement of PRASA once the final project 

design is in place thru the construction permit. 

Water Supply 2 Currently, a private community well will be used to 

supply water for the new construction project. 

Community Water Supply System (NON-PRASA) 

endorsement (for water supply) will be obtained after 

the final project design completion thru a construction 

permit. 

Public Safety  - 

Police, Fire and 

Emergency 

Medical 

2 The proposed project will have no impact on public 

safety. 

Parks, Open 

Space and 

Recreation 

2 The project will have no impact to Parks, Open Space 

and Recreation. The building will be use as hostel for 

students-athletes only. For recreation purposes the San 

Juan Bautista School will provide any needed facility 

regarding recreation.  

Transportation 

and Accessibility 

2 The project will have no impact to Transportation and 

Accessibility nor any transportation facility of Puerto 

Rico.  

Environmental 

Assessment Factor 

Impact 

Code Impact Evaluation 

NATURAL FEATURES 

Unique Natural 

Features, Water 

Resources 

2 The project is not located nor within a unique natural 

feature or water resource zone. 



Vegetation, 

Wildlife 

3 Based on the reviewed endangered species recovery 

plans we can determine that the proposed works are 

not likely to adversely affect the species and its 

habitat. Project personnel will be oriented to advise 

and call the agency if a Boa is found within the area. 

Other Factors 2 Not applicable. 

Additional Studies Performed: 

1. Geotechnical Study

Field Inspection (Date and completed by): August 1, 2022 by Manuel Rodríguez 

Rodríguez 

List of Sources, Agencies and Persons Consulted [40 CFR 1508.9(b)]: 

1. Fish and Wildlife Service

2. Puerto Rico Planning Board

3. https://www3.epa.gov/airquality/greenbook/astate.html

4. John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier Resources System, Puerto Rico map.

www.fws.gov/CBRA/Maps/Locator/PR

5. National Park Service, National Registry of Natural Landmarks.

www.nature.nps.gov/nnl/docs/NNLRegistry

6. Wild and Scenic Rivers

7. www.epa.gov/environmental-topics/air-topics

8. Federal Emergency Management Agency, Flood Mapping Service: 

https://msc.fema.gov/portal/home 

9. US Fish and Wildlife Service, National Wetlands Inventory: 

www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/mapper.html 

10. US Geological Survey, Data Release of May Showing Concentration of Landslides

Caused by Hurricane Maria, https://doi:10.5066/F7JD4VRF

List of Permits Obtained: 

- State Construction Permit from Puerto Rico OGPE

- Puerto Rico Electric Power Authority/LUMA Endorsement

http://www.fws.gov/CBRA/Maps/Locator/PR


- PR Aqueduct Sewer Authority (PRASA) endorsement (for sanitary sewer system) 

- Community Water Supply System (NON-PRASA) endorsement - for water supply. 

- PR-SHPO concurrence letter for "no historic properties affected" – October 3, 2022. 

 

Public Outreach [24 CFR 58.43]: Not required. 

Cumulative Impact Analysis [24 CFR 58.32]: In accordance with 24 CFR 58.32 

(Aggregation), there are no cumulative impacts associated with the construction of a 

hostel for the students-athletes of San Juan Bautista School. 

Alternatives [24 CFR 58.40(e); 40 CFR 1508.9]: N/A. 

No Action Alternative [24 CFR 58.40(e)]: If the project did not occur there will be no 

impact. 

Summary of Findings and Conclusions:  

 

The only environmental threat is the existence of Puerto Rican Boa within the area. 

Nevertheless, based on the reviewed endangered species recovery plans we can 

determine that the proposed works are not likely to adversely affect the species and its 

habitat.  

In summary there is no risk of potential significant environmental damage.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mitigation Measures and Conditions [40 CFR 1505.2(c)]

Summarize below all mitigation measures adopted by the Responsible Entity to reduce, 

avoid, or eliminate adverse environmental impacts and to avoid non-compliance or 

non-conformance with the above-listed authorities and factors. These 

measures/conditions must be incorporated into project contracts, development 

agreements, and other relevant documents. The staff responsible for implementing and 

monitoring mitigation measures should be clearly identified in the mitigation plan. 

Law, Authority, or Factor Mitigation Measure 

Fish and Wildlife Service General Project Design Guidelines 

Determination: 

Finding of No Significant Impact [24 CFR 58.40(g)(1); 40 CFR 1508.27] 

The project will not result in a significant impact on the quality of the human 

environment. 

 Finding of Significant Impact [24 CFR 58.40(g)(2); 40 CFR 1508.27]  

The project may significantly affect the quality of the human environment. 

Preparer Signature:    Date: October 29, 2022 

Name/Title/Organization: Manuel Rodríguez Rodríguez / President/ ManRod General 

Contractors, Corp.  

Certifying Officer Signature: _  ______Date:________ 

Name/Title:  ___________________________ 

This original, signed document and related supporting material must be retained on file 

by the Responsible Entity in an Environmental Review Record (ERR) for the activity/project 

(ref: 24 CFR Part 58.38) and in accordance with recordkeeping requirements for the HUD 

program(s). 

Oct. 31, 2022

Angel G. López Guzmán / CDBG-DR Permits and Environmental Compliance Specialist
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Home (/) > Programs (/programs/) > Environmental Review (/programs/environmental-

review/) > DNL Calculator

DNL Calculator

The Day/Night Noise Level Calculator is an electronic assessment tool that calculates the

Day/Night Noise Level (DNL) from roadway and railway tra�c. For more information on using the

DNL calculator, view the Day/Night Noise Level Calculator Electronic Assessment Tool

Overview (/programs/environmental-review/daynight-noise-level-electronic-assessment-

tool/).

Guidelines

To display the Road and/or Rail DNL calculator(s), click on the "Add Road Source" and/or

"Add Rail Source" button(s) below.

All Road and Rail input values must be positive non-decimal numbers.

All Road and/or Rail DNL value(s) must be calculated separately before calculating the Site

DNL.

All checkboxes that apply must be checked for vehicles and trains in the tables' headers.

Note #1: Tooltips, containing �eld speci�c information, have been added in this tool and

may be accessed by hovering over all the respective data �elds (site identi�cation, roadway

and railway assessment, DNL calculation results, roadway and railway input variables) with

the mouse.

Note #2: DNL Calculator assumes roadway data is always entered.

DNL Calculator

Site ID
PR-SIH-00005A

Record Date 10/12/2022

User's Name
Blas Guernica

Road # 1 Name: PR-157

Road #1

https://www.hudexchange.info/
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/daynight-noise-level-electronic-assessment-tool/


Vehicle Type Cars Medium Trucks Heavy Trucks

E�ective Distance 408 408 408

Distance to Stop Sign

Average Speed 45 40 35

Average Daily Trips (ADT) 710 203 101

Night Fraction of ADT 10 5 0

Road Gradient (%) 0

Vehicle DNL 40 42 45

Calculate Road #1 DNL 48 Reset

Add Road Source Add Rail Source

Airport Noise Level
0

Loud Impulse Sounds? Yes No

Combined DNL for all

Road and Rail sources
48

Combined DNL including Airport
N/A

Site DNL with Loud Impulse Sound

Calculate Reset
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September 6, 2022 

Carlos A. Rubio Cancela 

Director Ejecutivo 

Oficina Estatal de Conservación Histórica 

Cuartel de Ballajá (Tercer Piso) 

Puerto Rico Disaster Recovery, CDBG-DR Social Interest Housing (SIH) Program 

Section 106 NHPA Effect Determination Submittal: Albergue Alespi Project, Colegio San Juan 

Bautista de Orocovis Campus, PR-157, Km. 23.7 Interior, Bo. Barros, Sector La Vaqueria, 

Orocovis, Puerto Rico 00720 (PR-SIH-00005A) – No Historic Properties Affected  

Dear Architect Rubio Cancela, 

On February 9, 2018, an allocation of Community Development Block Grant - Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) funds was 

approved by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) under the Federal Register 

Volume 83, No. 28, 83 FR 5844, to assist the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico in meeting unmet needs in the wake of 

Hurricanes Irma and Maria. On August 14, 2018, an additional $8.22 billion recovery allocation was allocated to Puerto 

Rico under the Federal Register Volume 83, No. 157, 83 FR 40314. With these funding allocations, the Puerto Rico 

Department of Housing (PRDOH) aims to lead a comprehensive and transparent recovery for the benefit of Puerto Rico 

residents. To faithfully comply with HUD's environmental requirements, the Puerto Rico Department of Housing 

contracted Horne Federal, LLC (HORNE) to provide environmental records review services that will support the 

Department's objectives for Puerto Rico Housing (PRDOH) regarding CDBG-DR. 

On behalf of PRDOH, and the subrecipient for this project, Centro Maria Mazzarello Alespi, Inc., we are submitting 

documentation for the construction of the Albergue Alespi building for the purpose of housing student athletes on the 

Colegio San Juan Bautista de Orocovis campus in the municipality of Orocovis (PR-SIH-00005A). The full scope of work 

is described in the submitted documentation, which includes mapping, photographs, and 60% Construction Drawings 

of the project. Based on the provided documentation, the Program requests a concurrence that a determination of No 

Historic Properties Affected is appropriate for this undertaking.  

Please contact me by email at lauren.poche@horne.com or phone at 225-405-7676, or Ms. Sharon Meléndez Ortiz at 

sharon.melendez@hornepr.com with any questions or concerns. 

Kindest regards, 

Lauren Bair Poche 

Architectural Historian, Historic Preservation Senior Manager 

Enclosures 

mailto:lauren.poche@horne.com
mailto:sharon.melendez@hornepr.com
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Project Location: PR-157, Km. 23.7 Interior, Bo. Barros, Sector La Vaqueria, Orocovis, P.R., 00720 

Project Coordinates: 18.241625, -66.406044 

TPID (Número de Catastro): 219-000-003-45 

Type of Undertaking: 

☐ Substantial Repair/Improvements

☒ New Construction

Construction Date (AH est.): n/a Property Size (acres): 0.32 acres 

SOI-Qualified Architect/Architectural Historian: Lauren B. Poche, M.A. 

Date Reviewed: 09/02/2022 

SOI-Qualified Archaeologist: Sharon Meléndez Ortiz, M.A. 

Date Reviewed:  09/06/2022 

In compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the Program 

is responsible for identifying historic properties listed in the National Register of Historic Places 

(NRHP) and any properties not listed that would be considered eligible for listing that are 

located within the geographic area of potential effects (APE) of the proposed project and 

assessing the potential effects of its undertakings on these historic properties.  

Project Description (Undertaking) 

The proposed undertaking for this project is the construction of a stand-alone two-story 

concrete building, the Alespi Hostel, on the grounds of the Colegio San Bautista De Orocovis 

to house school athletes. The building will be constructed in the southwest section of the 

campus, directly south of the basketball court with the primary façade facing west. It will be 

approximately 88’ in length, 35’ wide, and 24’ tall. The main entrance will be flanked by a 

ramp to the left and a paved patio area to the right. The ground floor of the new building will 

house a sports education classroom, bathrooms with showers, accessible dormitories, a 

dining room, a kitchen, and an office. The second floor will be restricted to bathrooms with 

showers and additional dormitories.  

Water will be supplied from a community well system and the sanitary system will be 

connected into the Puerto Rico Aqueduct and Sewer Authority sewage system. The electrical 

system will be connected to the school’s existing substation which is supplied by the Puerto 

Rico Electrical Authority.   

The detailed construction plans are included as supporting documents for this form. These 

include the architectural plan, architectural views, windows and doors schedule, finished 
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schedule, the structural plan and details, plumbing plan and details, luminaries plan, power 

plan, and electrical details.  

Area of Potential Effects 

As defined in 36 CFR §800.16(d), the area of potential effects (APE) is the geographic area or 

areas within which an undertaking may directly or indirectly cause changes in the character 

or use of historic properties if any such properties exist. Based on this definition and the nature 

and scope of the Undertaking, the Program has determined that the Direct APE for this 

project is the vacant lot of approximately 16,660 square feet where the building will be 

constructed. The APE includes the footprint of the new building of approximately 3,080 square 

feet, the connections to existing utilities and to the existing electrical substation, staging area, 

and access road. The Indirect/Visual APE is defined as the viewshed of the proposed project. 

The vacant lot where the proposed activities will take place is south of an indoor basketball 

court, west of the school facilities and a concrete parking lot. The land is completely flat and 

is at the same level as the court, but at a lower level than the school and parking lot. In fact, 

to access the court it is necessary to go down some concrete stairs. There are several 

exposed profiles, suggesting that the area was cut, graded, and leveled. It is therefore 

understood that the area has been disturbed. Also, according to the proponent, stormwater 

works have been done previously within the APE, which entails land movement. 

The area is currently covered with grass, with some patches of exposed reddish soil. 

According to the USDA Web Soil Survey, the soil in the project area consists of Maricao clay, 

20 to 60 percent slopes (MoF). This is a steep to very steep, well-drained soil on side slopes 

and narrow hilltops of the strongly dissected uplands. Typically, the surface layer is reddish 

brown, about 6 inches thick. The subsoil is about 16 inches thick; it is red, friable clay in the 

upper part and silty clay in the lower part. It is understood that previous impacts may have 

removed the original soil layer, exposing the subsoil. This area is not susceptible to flooding. 

The nearest body of water is the Sana Muerto River, located 0.24 mi west. 

Identification of Historic Properties 

Existing information on previously identified historic properties has been reviewed to 

determine if any such properties are located within the APE of this undertaking. The review of 

this existing information was completed by a Program contracted Historic Preservation 
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Specialist meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards for 

Archaeology (36 CFR Part 61) and a Program contracted Historic Preservation Specialist 

meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards for Architectural 

History (36 CFR Part 61), shows that no known archaeologist sites are within the project area. 

Additionally, the project is not situated within an eligible nor recorded historic district and has 

been determined Not Eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), 

neither individually nor as part of a historic district. An examination of the surrounding 

properties has determined it is not located in a potential historic district. 

The municipality of Orocovis has been distinguished by the numerous archaeological remains 

from pre-colonial times that have been found within its boundaries. Among the many sites 

are multiple petroglyphs and settlements with bateyes, some of which were studied in the 

early 20th century. However, within the project area and its immediate periphery there are 

no reported archaeological sites. The closest is OR0100025, located approximately one-half 

mile south of the proposed project. Another group of resources are in the vicinity of the 

traditional urban center of Orocovis, located more than 1.4 mile southeast of the area of 

interest. 

Despite the archaeological richness of Orocovis, the potential for previously unknown 

resources to exist within the APE is practically nil. The history of use of the project area provides 

evidence that it has been significantly altered during the 21st century. In the 1946 

topographic quadrangle no structures appeared in the area under study, only the now PR-

157 road was visible to the south. In the area, there was a hill that went from 600 m above 

sea level where the road is located to 630 m above sea level, where the school was later 

built. The 1952 topographic quadrangle shows a dirt path or trail crossing the hill to the south 

and east of the area where the existing facilities were built, about 135 feet east of the project 

area, but still no structures were depicted. To the south and west, along the roadside - and 

outside the project area - new structures are visible. In the next available quadrangle, 1957 

(1960 edition), the dirt path is still depicted, and some new structures are shown at the 

beginning to the south of it. This remains similar in the 1982 photo revision of the quadrangle. 

The 1995 aerial photo shows that the project area is vacant, and the road shown in the 

topographic quadrangles is clearly visible. By 2004 the school facilities under construction are 

visible. Cuttings are evident at the top of the hill, but not yet in the proposed project area. By 

November 2006, the basketball court was already built, and the entire proposed project area 

appears to have been leveled, exposing the sub-surface. The parking lot was subsequently 

built, being present in the June 2012 image. During this time, the project area was probably 

used as a staging area, as suggested by the presence of two large containers. Later photos 
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show that the project area was used as a dirt road to get from the concrete parking lot to 

the basketball court. However, the most notable change can be seen in the satellite image 

of July 2018, when the lot seems to have been prepared for construction. It is evident that 

considerable earthworks were made. The lot under study appears as the top of an 

embankment, whose western profile has been cut. The entire surface of the area has subsoil 

exposed. 

Determination 

The following historic properties have been identified within the APE: 

• Direct Effect:

o No historic properties are present within the Direct APE.

• Indirect Effect:

o No historic properties are present within the Indirect/Visual APE.

Based on the results of historic property identification efforts, no previously identified historic 

properties are present within the Direct APE or the Indirect/Visual APE. The project area has a 

low probability for the presence of intact cultural deposits because it has been significantly 

disturbed. It is understood that the topsoil layer has been removed on more than one 

occasion, exposing the subsoil throughout the area. The Program has determined that no 

historic properties will be affected by the proposed activities.  
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Recommendation 

The Puerto Rico Department of Housing requests that the Puerto Rico SHPO concur that the 

following determination is appropriate for the undertaking (Choose One): 

☒ No Historic Properties Affected

☐ No Adverse Effect

Condition (if applicable): 

☐ Adverse Effect

Proposed Resolution (if appliable) 

This Section is to be Completed by SHPO Staff Only 

The Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office has reviewed the above information 

and: 

☐ Concurs with the information provided.

☐ Does not concur with the information provided.

Comments: 

Carlos Rubio-Cancela 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Date: 
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Soils Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           PROJECT LOCATION 

According to the USDA Web Soil Survey, the soil in the project area consists of Maricao 

clay, 20 to 60 percent slopes (MoF). This is a steep to very steep, well-drained soil on side 

slopes and narrow hilltops of the strongly dissected uplands. Typically, the surface layer is 

reddish brown, about 6 inches thick. The subsoil is about 16 inches thick; it is red, friable 

clay in the upper part and silty clay in the lower part. It is understood that previous 

impacts may have removed the original soil layer, exposing the subsoil. This area is not 

susceptible to flooding.   
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Recorded Archaeological Sites - Aerial Map 
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2018 Satellite Photo of the Project Area 
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Photograph Key 
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Photo #: 1 Description (include direction): 

Overview of the direct Area of Potential Effects, facing north from 

the southern end of the project area.  

Date:  

August 2022 
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Photo #: 2 Description (include direction): 

Overview of the direct Area of Potential Effects, facing north-

northwest from the southern end of the project area. 

Date:  

August 2022 
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Photo #: 3 Description (include direction): 

Overview of the direct Area of Potential Effects, facing north from 

the southern end of the project area. 
Date:  

August 2022 
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Photo #: 4 Description (include direction): 

Overview of the northern portion of the direct Area of Potential 

Effects, facing east-northeast from the western side of the project 

area. 

Date:  

August 2022 
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Photo #: 5 Description (include direction): 

Overview of the northern portion of the direct Area of Potential 

Effects, facing northeast from the western side of the project area. 
Date:  

August 2022 
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Photo #: 6 Description (include direction): 

Overview of the direct Area of Potential Effects, facing north from 

the southwestern part of the project area. 
Date:  

August 2022 

 

  

 


































