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Environmental Review for Activity/Project that is 

Categorically Excluded Subject to Section 58.5 
Pursuant to 24 CFR 58.35(a) 

 
Project Information 
 
Project Name: PR-RGRW-01232-W 
 
HEROS Number:
  

900000010460340 

 
Start Date:  03/21/2025 
 
State / Local Identifier:  
 
Project Location: , Yauco, PR 00698 
 
Additional Location Information: 
The project is located at latitude 18.066378, longitude -66.830596 at the address given above. Tax ID 
Number: 337-000-009-57-001 
 

Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]: 
This project (PR-RGRW-01232-W) entails the award of a grant to ELIZARDO MARTINEZ RAMOS, an 
agricultural business, at Barrio Quebradas de Yauco Carretera 375 km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, PR 
00698. Tax ID Number: 337-000-009-57-001. Coordinates (latitude 18.066378, longitude -66.830596). The 
proposed project includes the repair and expansion of an existing fence, installation of a new water well, and 
upgrades and repair of a water distribution system, including installation of a new water pump on a new 
concrete pad and new water lines. The new water well will be 6 inches (in) wide with a maximum depth of 
300 ft. Water from  the well will run approximately 275 ft southwest to the cistern, then approximately 25 ft 
southeast to the cattle corral through underground pipes 1.5 in wide and 1 ft deep with a total length up to 
300 linear feet (LF). Water distribution improvements will involve  installing a 5 ft by 5 ft concrete slab that 
extends a maximum of 2 ft deep for the new water pump. The slab will be adjacent to the water well. Minor 
grading may be required for the slab. The applicant will acquire a permit from DNER prior to well installation.  
The existing fence that runs along the property line is approximately 8,565 linear feet and will be repaired 
and/or replaced, within the existing footprint, with a barbed wire fence and iron stakes/posts. The posts are 
a maximum of 6 ft tall, depending on the incline, that  extend 1 ft deep and are spaced approximately 4 ft to 
10 ft apart, based on the needs of the topography, totaling approximately 850 to 2,142 posts. The fence will 
follow parcel boundaries and encircle the entire parcel with parts of an existing fence along the  central and 
south-central areas of the property will also be replaced. There is a riverine wetland that runs through the 
north-central and eastern parts of the parcel, so to minimize potential adverse impacts the applicant will 
construct the fence with materials  that have minimal footprint (t-posts, stakes, and barbed wire) that can 
not only withstand floodwaters but will also allow the floodwaters to enter and exit at will while still allowing 
for full functionality of the fence. None of the sites require grading. An electrical connection is required for 
the water pump. Aboveground cables will connect from the existing electrical meter (18.06591972, -

http://www.hud.gov/
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Level of Environment Review Determination: 
Categorically Excluded per 24 CFR 58.35(a), and subject to laws and authorities at §58.5: 
 
Funding Information  

 
Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount:  
 

$38,441.25 

 
Estimated Total Project Cost [24 CFR 58.2 (a) (5)]: $38,441.25 
 
Mitigation Measures and Conditions [CFR 1505.2(c)]: 
 Summarized below are all mitigation measures adopted by the Responsible Entity to reduce, avoid or 
eliminate adverse environmental impacts and to avoid non-compliance or non-conformance with the 
above-listed authorities and factors. These measures/conditions must be incorporated into project 
contracts, development agreements and other relevant documents. The staff responsible for 
implementing and monitoring mitigation measures should be clearly identified in the mitigation plan.  
 

Law, 
Authority, or 
Factor 

Mitigation Measure or Condition Comments on 
Completed Measures 

Complete 

Endangered 
Species Act 

1. Inform all project personnel about the 
potential presence of the PR boa in areas 
where the proposed work will be 
conducted. A pre-construction meeting 

N/A     

66.83092583) to the water pump, approximately 190 LF northeast and will not require any ground 
disturbance, vegetation removal or tree trimming/removal for installation. Electrical connections are 
provided by LUMA/PREPA and are not included in the Intended Use of Grant Funds. The  applicant will obtain 
authorization and any permits required by LUMA/PREPA prior to electrical connections being made. No tree 
clearing is required for construction, but the project will involve ground disturbance and minimal vegetation 
removal. The applicant owns the property and currently uses it for agricultural use; therefore, no acquisition 
or conversion is required. The project ELIZARDO MARTINEZ RAMOS, PR-RGRW-01232-W has been evaluated 
in accordance with FR-6492-N-01. The activities identified CE: #6 - 6. 7 CFR 799.32 (d) (3) (i): Fence 
installation and replacement. HUD Level of Review: CENST. Potential application to HUD activities: Fence 
installation and replacement that support agricultural needs, without ground disturbance, and CE: #11 - 11. 7 
CFR 799.32(e) (2) (xxxvi11): Wells. HUD Level of Review: CEST. Potential application to HUD activities: Well 
installation and repairs for agricultural needs, with ground disturbance have been classified as CENST and 
CEST under the waiver.    

Grant Number HUD Program  Program Name 
B-17-DM-72-
0001 

Community Planning and 
Development (CPD) 

Community Development Block Grants 
(Disaster Recovery Assistance) 

$0.00 

B-18-DE-72-
0001 

Community Planning and 
Development (CPD) 

Community Development Block Grants 
(Disaster Recovery Assistance) 

$0.00 

B-18-DP-72-
0001 

Community Planning and 
Development (CPD) 

Community Development Block Grants 
(Disaster Recovery Assistance) 

$0.00 

B-19-DP-78-
0002 

Community Planning and 
Development (CPD) 

Community Development Block Grants 
(Disaster Recovery Assistance) 

$0.00 



PR-RGRW-01232-W Yauco, PR 900000010460340 
 

03/24/2025 12:02 Page 3 of 6 
 

should be conducted to inform all project 
personnel about the need to avoid harming 
the species as well as penalties for 
harassing or harming PR boas. An 
educational poster or sign with photo or 
illustration of the species should be 
displayed at the project site. 
2. Prior to any construction activity, 
including removal of vegetation and earth 
movements, the boundaries of the project 
and areas to be excluded and protected 
should be clearly marked in the project plan 
and in the field in order to avoid further 
habitat degradation into forested and 
conservation areas. 
3. Once areas are clearly marked, and prior 
to the use of heavy machinery and any 
construction activity (including removal of 
vegetation and earth movement), a 
biologist or project personnel with 
experience on this species should survey 
the areas to be cleared to verify the 
presence of any PR boa within the work 
area. 
4. If a PR boa is found within any of the 
working or construction areas, activities 
should stop at that area and information 
recorded (see #5). Do not capture the boa. 
If boas need to be moved out of harm's 
way, designated personnel shall 
immediately contact the Puerto Rico 
Department of Natural and Environmental 
Resources (PRDNER) Rangers for safe 
capture and relocation of the animal 
(PRDNER phone #s: (787) 724-5700, (787) 
230-5550, (787) 771-1124). If immediate 
relocation is not an option, project-related 
activities at that area must stop until the 
boa moves out of harm's way on its own. 
Activities at other work sites, where no 
boas have been found after surveying the 
area, may continue. 
5. For all boa sightings (dead or alive), 
record the time and date of the sighting 
and the specific location where it was 
found. PR boa data should also include a 
photo of the animal (dead or alive), site 
GPS coordinates, the time and date, and 
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comments on how the animal was detected 
and its behavior. 
If a PR boa is captured by PRDNER 
personnel, record the name of that person 
and information on where the PR boa will 
be taken. This information should be 
reported to the Service. 
7. Measures should be taken to avoid and 
minimize PR boa casualties by heavy 
machinery or motor vehicles being used on 
site. Any heavy machinery left on site 
(staging) or near potential PR boa habitat 
(within 50 meters of potential boa habitat), 
needs to be thoroughly inspected each 
morning before work starts to ensure that 
no boas have sheltered within engine 
compartments or other areas of the 
equipment. If PR boas are found within 
vehicles or equipment, do not capture the 
animal, and let it move on its own or call 
PRDNER Rangers for safe capture and 
relocation of the animal (see #4). If not 
possible, the animal should be left alone 
until it leaves the vehicle on its own. 
8. PR boas may seek shelter in debris piles. 
Measures should be taken to avoid and 
minimize boa casualties associated with 
sheltering in debris piles as a result of 
project activities. Debris piles should be 
placed far away from forested areas. Prior 
to moving, disposing or shredding, debris 
piles should be carefully inspected for the 
presence of boas. If debris piles will be left 
on site, we recommend they be placed in 
areas that will not be disturbed in the 
future. 
9. If a dead PR boa is found, immediately 
cease all work in that area and record the 
information accordingly (see #5). If the PR 
boa was accidentally killed as part of the 
project actions, please include information 
on what conservation measures had been 
implemented and what actions will be 
taken to avoid further killings. A dead boa 
report should be sent by email (see 
contacts below) to the Service within 48 
hours of the event. 
10. Projects must comply with all state laws 
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and regulations. Please contact the PRDNER 
for further guidance. 

Wetlands 
Protection 

The proposed project has minimal impact 
to wetlands. However, to best minimize the 
potential adverse, direct and indirect, 
impacts the applicant will construct the 
fence with materials that have a minimal 
footprint (using existing post holes 
separated by 8-foot intervals, t-posts, 
stakes, and barbed wire) and that allow 
water to flow freely without creating an 
impermeable barrier while sustaining full 
functionality of the fence. To mitigate 
direct and indirect impacts, best 
management practices, such as proper site 
management, implementation and 
maintenance of erosion and sedimentation 
control measures, and soil stabilization will 
be followed to minimize potential impacts 
to wetlands. 

N/A     

 
 

Determination: 
☐ This categorically excluded activity/project converts to EXEMPT per Section 58.34(a)(12), because 

it does not require any mitigation for compliance with any listed statutes or authorities, nor 
requires any formal permit or license; Funds may be committed and drawn down after 
certification of this part for this (now) EXEMPT project; OR 
 

☐ This categorically excluded activity/project cannot convert to Exempt status because one or more 
statutes or authorities listed at Section 58.5 requires formal consultation or mitigation. Complete 
consultation/mitigation protocol requirements, publish NOI/RROF and obtain “Authority to Use 
Grant Funds” (HUD 7015.16) per Section 58.70 and 58.71 before committing or drawing down 
any funds; OR 
 

☐ This project is not categorically excluded OR, if originally categorically excluded, is now subject to 
a full Environmental Assessment according to Part 58 Subpart E due to extraordinary 
circumstances (Section 58.35(c)).  
 

 
Preparer Signature: __________________________________________   Date: __________________ 
 
Name / Title/ Organization: Ricardo Espiet Lopez  /  / Department of Housing - Puerto Rico 
 
Responsible Entity Agency Official Signature:  ___________________________    Date: ____________ 
 
Name/ Title: __________________________________ _____________________________________ 
 

March 24, 2025

3/28/2025

Pedro A. de León Rodríguez, MSEM/Permits and Environmental Compliance Specialist
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This original, signed document and related supporting material must be retained on file by the 
Responsible Entity in an Environment Review Record (ERR) for the activity / project (ref: 24 CFR Part 
58.38) and in accordance with recordkeeping requirements for the HUD program(s). 
 



U.S. Department of Housing and Urban                                                                                                       
Development 

       451 Seventh Street, SW 
Washington, DC  20410 
www.hud.gov  
espanol.hud.gov 

 
Environmental Review for Activity/Project that is 

Categorically Excluded Subject to Section 58.5 
Pursuant to 24 CFR 58.35(a) 

 
 

Project Information 
 
Project Name: PR-RGRW-01232-W 

 
HEROS Number: 900000010460340 

 
Start Date:  03/21/2025 

 
Responsible Entity (RE):   Department of Housing - Puerto Rico, P.O. Box 21365 San 

Juan PR, 00928 
 
State / Local Identifier:    

 
RE Preparer:   Ricardo Espiet Lopez  

 
Certifying Office
r: 

 

 
Grant Recipient (if different than Responsible Ent
ity): 

 

 
 

 
 

Consultant (if applicable): HORNE LLP 
 
40 CFR 1506.5(b)(4): The lead agency or, where appropriate, a cooperating agency shall 
prepare a disclosure statement for the contractor's execution specifying that the 
contractor has no financial or other interest in the outcome of the action. Such statement 
need not include privileged or confidential trade secrets or other confidential business 
information.   
 

Point of Contact:   

Point of Contact:  Justin Neely 

http://www.hud.gov/
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 By checking this box, I attest that as a preparer, I have no financial or other 
interest in the outcome of the undertaking assessed in this environmental 
review. 

 
Project Location: , Yauco, PR 00698 

 
Additional Location Information: 
The project is located at latitude 18.066378, longitude -66.830596 at the address 
given above. Tax ID Number: 337-000-009-57-001 

 
Direct Comments to: environmentcdbg@vivienda.pr.gov 

 

Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]: 
This project (PR-RGRW-01232-W) entails the award of a grant to ELIZARDO MARTINEZ RAMOS, 
an agricultural business, at Barrio Quebradas de Yauco Carretera 375 km 2.5, Sector Cuesta 
Grande, Yauco, PR 00698. Tax ID Number: 337-000-009-57-001. Coordinates (latitude 
18.066378, longitude -66.830596). The proposed project includes the repair and expansion of 
an existing fence, installation of a new water well, and upgrades and repair of a water 
distribution system, including installation of a new water pump on a new concrete pad and 
new water lines. The new water well will be 6 inches (in) wide with a maximum depth of 300 
ft. Water from  the well will run approximately 275 ft southwest to the cistern, then 
approximately 25 ft southeast to the cattle corral through underground pipes 1.5 in wide and 
1 ft deep with a total length up to 300 linear feet (LF). Water distribution improvements will 
involve  installing a 5 ft by 5 ft concrete slab that extends a maximum of 2 ft deep for the new 
water pump. The slab will be adjacent to the water well. Minor grading may be required for 
the slab. The applicant will acquire a permit from DNER prior to well installation.  The existing 
fence that runs along the property line is approximately 8,565 linear feet and will be repaired 
and/or replaced, within the existing footprint, with a barbed wire fence and iron stakes/posts. 
The posts are a maximum of 6 ft tall, depending on the incline, that  extend 1 ft deep and are 
spaced approximately 4 ft to 10 ft apart, based on the needs of the topography, totaling 
approximately 850 to 2,142 posts. The fence will follow parcel boundaries and encircle the 
entire parcel with parts of an existing fence along the  central and south-central areas of the 
property will also be replaced. There is a riverine wetland that runs through the north-central 
and eastern parts of the parcel, so to minimize potential adverse impacts the applicant will 
construct the fence with materials  that have minimal footprint (t-posts, stakes, and barbed 
wire) that can not only withstand floodwaters but will also allow the floodwaters to enter and 
exit at will while still allowing for full functionality of the fence. None of the sites require 
grading. An electrical connection is required for the water pump. Aboveground cables will 
connect from the existing electrical meter (18.06591972, -66.83092583) to the water pump, 
approximately 190 LF northeast and will not require any ground disturbance, vegetation 
removal or tree trimming/removal for installation. Electrical connections are provided by 
LUMA/PREPA and are not included in the Intended Use of Grant Funds. The  applicant will 
obtain authorization and any permits required by LUMA/PREPA prior to electrical connections 
being made. No tree clearing is required for construction, but the project will involve ground 
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Maps, photographs, and other documentation of project location and description: 
PR-RGRW-01232-W Site Map.pdf 
PR-RGRW-01232-W IUGF.pdf 
PRDOH Regrow Puerto Rico Program - 5836 Waiver (002).pdf 
Farm Service Agency Adopted Categorical Exclusions Identified in FR-6492-N-01.pdf 
PR-RGRW-01232-W EFOR.pdf 
 

Level of Environmental Review Determination: 
Categorically Excluded per 24 CFR 58.35(a), and subject to laws and authorities at 
58.5:   
58.35(a)(3)(iii) 

 
Determination:  

This categorically excluded activity/project converts to EXEMPT per Section 58.34(a)(12), 
because it does not require any mitigation for compliance with any listed statutes or 
authorities, nor requires any formal permit or license; Funds may be committed and 
drawn down after certification of this part for this (now) EXEMPT project; OR 
 

 This categorically excluded activity/project cannot convert to Exempt status because one 
or more statutes or authorities listed at Section 58.5 requires formal consultation or 
mitigation. Complete consultation/mitigation protocol requirements, publish NOI/RROF 
and obtain “Authority to Use Grant Funds” (HUD 7015.16) per Section 58.70 and 58.71 
before committing or drawing down any funds; OR 
  
This project is not categorically excluded OR, if originally categorically excluded, is now 
subject to a full Environmental Assessment according to Part 58 Subpart E due to 
extraordinary circumstances (Section 58.35(c)).  
 

 
Approval Documents: 
01232-SIG-PAGE.pdf 
 
7015.15 certified by Certifying Officer 
on: 

 

disturbance and minimal vegetation removal. The applicant owns the property and currently 
uses it for agricultural use; therefore, no acquisition or conversion is required. The project 
ELIZARDO MARTINEZ RAMOS, PR-RGRW-01232-W has been evaluated in accordance with FR-
6492-N-01. The activities identified CE: #6 - 6. 7 CFR 799.32 (d) (3) (i): Fence installation and 
replacement. HUD Level of Review: CENST. Potential application to HUD activities: Fence 
installation and replacement that support agricultural needs, without ground disturbance, and 
CE: #11 - 11. 7 CFR 799.32(e) (2) (xxxvi11): Wells. HUD Level of Review: CEST. Potential 
application to HUD activities: Well installation and repairs for agricultural needs, with ground 
disturbance have been classified as CENST and CEST under the waiver.    

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532634
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532633
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532632
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532630
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532639
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012543122
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7015.16 certified by Authorizing Officer 
on: 

 

 
 
 
 
Funding Information  
 

 
Estimated Total HUD Funded, 
Assisted or Insured Amount:  
 

$38,441.25 

 
Estimated Total Project Cost: $38,441.25 

 
Compliance with 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5 and §58.6 Laws and Authorities 
 

Compliance Factors:  
Statutes, Executive Orders, and 
Regulations listed at 24 CFR §50.4, 
§58.5, and §58.6 

Are formal 
compliance steps 

or mitigation 
required? 

Compliance determination 
(See Appendix A for source 

determinations) 

STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.6 
Airport Hazards 
Clear Zones and Accident Potential 
Zones; 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D 

  Yes     No The project site is not within 15,000 feet 
of a military airport or 2,500 feet of a 
civilian airport. The nearest civil primary 
or commercial service airport, 
Mercedita, is located 91,030 ft (17 miles 
[mi]) from the project site. The nearest 
military airport, Luis Munoz Marin 
International Airport, is located 313,295 
ft (59 mi) from the project sites. The 

Grant / Project 
Identification 
Number 

HUD Program  Program Name Funding 
Amount 

B-17-DM-72-0001 Community Planning and 
Development (CPD) 

Community Development Block Grants 
(Disaster Recovery Assistance) 

$0.00 

B-18-DE-72-0001 Community Planning and 
Development (CPD) 

Community Development Block Grants 
(Disaster Recovery Assistance) 

$0.00 

B-18-DP-72-0001 Community Planning and 
Development (CPD) 

Community Development Block Grants 
(Disaster Recovery Assistance) 

$0.00 

B-19-DP-78-0002 Community Planning and 
Development (CPD) 

Community Development Block Grants 
(Disaster Recovery Assistance) 

$0.00 
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project is in compliance with Airport 
Hazards requirements. 

Coastal Barrier Resources Act  
Coastal Barrier Resources Act, as 
amended by the Coastal Barrier 
Improvement Act of 1990 [16 USC 
3501] 

  Yes     No This project is not located in a CBRS 
Unit. It is 40,519 feet from a protected 
area. Therefore, this project has no 
potential to impact a CBRS Unit and is in 
compliance with the Coastal Barrier 
Resources Act. 

Flood Insurance 
Flood Disaster Protection Act of 
1973 and National Flood Insurance 
Reform Act of 1994 [42 USC 4001-
4128 and 42 USC 5154a] 

  Yes     No Flood Map Number 72000C1605H, 
effective on 4/19/2005: The structure or 
insurable property is not located in a 
FEMA-designated Special Flood Hazard 
Area. While flood insurance may not be 
mandatory in this instance, HUD 
recommends that all insurable 
structures maintain flood insurance 
under the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP). The project is in 
compliance with flood insurance 
requirements. 

STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.5 
Air Quality 
Clean Air Act, as amended, 
particularly section 176(c) & (d); 40 
CFR Parts 6, 51, 93 

  Yes     No Based on the project description, this 
project includes no activities that would 
require further evaluation under the 
Clean Air Act. The project is in 
compliance with the Clean Air Act. 

Coastal Zone Management Act 
Coastal Zone Management Act, 
sections 307(c) & (d) 

  Yes     No This project is not located in or does not 
affect a Coastal Zone as defined in the 
state Coastal Management Plan. The 
project is located 25,277 feet from the 
coastal zone. The project is in 
compliance with the Coastal Zone 
Management Act. 

Contamination and Toxic 
Substances 
24 CFR 50.3(i) & 58.5(i)(2)] 

  Yes     No Site contamination was evaluated as 
follows: None of the above. On-site or 
nearby toxic, hazardous, or radioactive 
substances that could affect the health 
and safety of project occupants or 
conflict with the intended use of the 
property were not found. A review of 
science-based radon data offered a lack 
of data for the project site and radon 
testing was determined to be infeasible 
or impracticable. The project is in 



PR-RGRW-01232-W Yauco, PR 900000010460340 
 

 
 03/28/2025 12:31 

 
Page 6 of 45 

 
 

compliance with contamination and 
toxic substances requirements. 

Endangered Species Act 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, 
particularly section 7; 50 CFR Part 
402 

  Yes      No This project May Affect, but is Not Likely 
to Adversely Affect, listed species, and 
informal consultation was conducted. 
With mitigation, identified in the 
mitigation section of this review, the 
project will be in compliance with the 
Endangered Species Act. 

Explosive and Flammable Hazards 
Above-Ground Tanks)[24 CFR Part 
51 Subpart C 

  Yes     No Based on the project description the 
project includes no activities that would 
require further evaluation under this 
section. The project is in compliance 
with explosive and flammable hazard 
requirements. 

Farmlands Protection 
Farmland Protection Policy Act of 
1981, particularly sections 1504(b) 
and 1541; 7 CFR Part 658 

  Yes     No This project does not include any 
activities that could potentially convert 
agricultural land to a non-agricultural 
use. The project is in compliance with 
the Farmland Protection Policy Act. 

Floodplain Management 
Executive Order 11988, particularly 
section 2(a); 24 CFR Part 55 

  Yes     No Flood Map Number 72000C1605H, 
effective on 4/19/2005: This project 
does not occur in the FFRMS floodplain. 
The project is in compliance with 
Executive Orders 11988 and 13690. 
PFIRMs in Puerto Rico were only 
developed for certain sections of the 
municipalities of Carolina, Canovanas, 
Loiza, San Juan and Trujillo Alto. The 
proposed project is located in the 
municipality of Yauco; therefore, PFIRM 
information was not available for the 
area and therefore not considered in 
the review. 

Historic Preservation 
National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966, particularly sections 106 and 
110; 36 CFR Part 800 

  Yes     No (Construction Date (AH est.): ca. 1984) 
Based on Section 106 consultation there 
are No Historic Properties Affected 
because there are no historic properties 
present. The project is in compliance 
with Section 106. 

Noise Abatement and Control 
Noise Control Act of 1972, as 
amended by the Quiet Communities 
Act of 1978; 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart 
B 

  Yes     No Based on the project description, this 
project includes no activities that would 
require further evaluation under HUD's 
noise regulation. The project is in 
compliance with HUD's Noise 
regulation. 
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Sole Source Aquifers 
Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974, as 
amended, particularly section 
1424(e); 40 CFR Part 149 

  Yes     No The project is not located on a sole 
source aquifer area. According to EPA, 
there are no sole source aquifers in 
Puerto Rico. The project is in 
compliance with Sole Source Aquifer 
requirements. 

Wetlands Protection 
Executive Order 11990, particularly 
sections 2 and 5 

  Yes      No The project results will impact on- or 
off-site wetlands. An 8 Step Process has 
been completed. With mitigation, 
identified in the mitigation section of 
this review, the project will be in 
compliance with Executive Order 11990. 

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968, 
particularly section 7(b) and (c) 

  Yes     No This project is not within proximity of a 
NWSRS river. The project is located 
368,439 feet from the nearest Wild and 
Scenic River. The project is in 
compliance with the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act. 

HUD HOUSING ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 
Environmental Justice 
Executive Order 12898 

  Yes     No No adverse environmental impacts were 
identified in the project's total 
environmental review. The project is in 
compliance with Executive Order 12898. 
On January 21, 2025, President Donald 
Trump issued the Executive Order 
14173 titled "Ending Illegal 
Discrimination and Restoring Merit-
Based Opportunity", which revoked 
Executive Order 12898 and eliminated 
federal mandates requiring agencies to 
assess environmental justice impacts. 
Consequently, there is no longer a 
federal requirement to address 
environmental justice concerns in the 
environmental compliance review 
process. 

 
 
Mitigation Measures and Conditions [40 CFR 1505.2(c)]:  
Summarized below are all mitigation measures adopted by the Responsible Entity to reduce, 
avoid or eliminate adverse environmental impacts and to avoid non-compliance or non-
conformance with the above-listed authorities and factors. These measures/conditions must be 
incorporated into project contracts, development agreements and other relevant documents. 
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The staff responsible for implementing and monitoring mitigation measures should be clearly 
identified in the mitigation plan.  
 

Law, 
Authority, 
or Factor 

Mitigation Measure or Condition Comments on 
Completed 
Measures 

Mitigation 
Plan 

Complete 

Endangered 
Species Act 

1. Inform all project personnel 
about the potential presence of 
the PR boa in areas where the 
proposed work will be 
conducted. A pre-construction 
meeting should be conducted to 
inform all project personnel 
about the need to avoid harming 
the species as well as penalties 
for harassing or harming PR boas. 
An educational poster or sign 
with photo or illustration of the 
species should be displayed at 
the project site. 
2. Prior to any construction 
activity, including removal of 
vegetation and earth 
movements, the boundaries of 
the project and areas to be 
excluded and protected should 
be clearly marked in the project 
plan and in the field in order to 
avoid further habitat degradation 
into forested and conservation 
areas. 
3. Once areas are clearly marked, 
and prior to the use of heavy 
machinery and any construction 
activity (including removal of 
vegetation and earth movement), 
a biologist or project personnel 
with experience on this species 
should survey the areas to be 
cleared to verify the presence of 
any PR boa within the work area. 
4. If a PR boa is found within any 
of the working or construction 
areas, activities should stop at 
that area and information 
recorded (see #5). Do not capture 

N/A     
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the boa. If boas need to be 
moved out of harm's way, 
designated personnel shall 
immediately contact the Puerto 
Rico Department of Natural and 
Environmental Resources 
(PRDNER) Rangers for safe 
capture and relocation of the 
animal (PRDNER phone #s: (787) 
724-5700, (787) 230-5550, (787) 
771-1124). If immediate 
relocation is not an option, 
project-related activities at that 
area must stop until the boa 
moves out of harm's way on its 
own. Activities at other work 
sites, where no boas have been 
found after surveying the area, 
may continue. 
5. For all boa sightings (dead or 
alive), record the time and date 
of the sighting and the specific 
location where it was found. PR 
boa data should also include a 
photo of the animal (dead or 
alive), site GPS coordinates, the 
time and date, and comments on 
how the animal was detected and 
its behavior. 
If a PR boa is captured by 
PRDNER personnel, record the 
name of that person and 
information on where the PR boa 
will be taken. This information 
should be reported to the 
Service. 
7. Measures should be taken to 
avoid and minimize PR boa 
casualties by heavy machinery or 
motor vehicles being used on 
site. Any heavy machinery left on 
site (staging) or near potential PR 
boa habitat (within 50 meters of 
potential boa habitat), needs to 
be thoroughly inspected each 
morning before work starts to 
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ensure that no boas have 
sheltered within engine 
compartments or other areas of 
the equipment. If PR boas are 
found within vehicles or 
equipment, do not capture the 
animal, and let it move on its 
own or call PRDNER Rangers for 
safe capture and relocation of 
the animal (see #4). If not 
possible, the animal should be 
left alone until it leaves the 
vehicle on its own. 
8. PR boas may seek shelter in 
debris piles. Measures should be 
taken to avoid and minimize boa 
casualties associated with 
sheltering in debris piles as a 
result of project activities. Debris 
piles should be placed far away 
from forested areas. Prior to 
moving, disposing or shredding, 
debris piles should be carefully 
inspected for the presence of 
boas. If debris piles will be left on 
site, we recommend they be 
placed in areas that will not be 
disturbed in the future. 
9. If a dead PR boa is found, 
immediately cease all work in 
that area and record the 
information accordingly (see #5). 
If the PR boa was accidentally 
killed as part of the project 
actions, please include 
information on what 
conservation measures had been 
implemented and what actions 
will be taken to avoid further 
killings. A dead boa report should 
be sent by email (see contacts 
below) to the Service within 48 
hours of the event. 
10. Projects must comply with all 
state laws and regulations. Please 
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contact the PRDNER for further 
guidance. 

Wetlands 
Protection 

The proposed project has 
minimal impact to wetlands. 
However, to best minimize the 
potential adverse, direct and 
indirect, impacts the applicant 
will construct the fence with 
materials that have a minimal 
footprint (using existing post 
holes separated by 8-foot 
intervals, t-posts, stakes, and 
barbed wire) and that allow 
water to flow freely without 
creating an impermeable barrier 
while sustaining full functionality 
of the fence. To mitigate direct 
and indirect impacts, best 
management practices, such as 
proper site management, 
implementation and 
maintenance of erosion and 
sedimentation control measures, 
and soil stabilization will be 
followed to minimize potential 
impacts to wetlands. 

N/A     

 
Project Mitigation Plan 
See attached mitigation list.     

PR-RGRW-01232-W Mitigation List.docx 
 
Supporting documentation on completed measures 

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532908
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APPENDIX A:  Related Federal Laws and Authorities 
 
 Airport Hazards 

General policy Legislation Regulation 
It is HUD’s policy to apply standards to 
prevent incompatible development 
around civil airports and military airfields.   

 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D 

 
1. To ensure compatible land use development, you must determine your site’s 
proximity to civil and military airports.  Is your project within 15,000 feet of a military airport 
or 2,500 feet of a civilian airport? 
 

 No 
 

 
Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. 
Document and upload the map showing that the site is not within the 
applicable distances to a military or civilian airport below 
 

 Yes 
 

 
 

 
 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 
The project site is not within 15,000 feet of a military airport or 2,500 feet of a civilian 
airport. The nearest civil primary or commercial service airport, Mercedita, is located 
91,030 ft (17 miles [mi]) from the project site. The nearest military airport, Luis Munoz 
Marin International Airport, is located 313,295 ft (59 mi) from the project sites. The 
project is in compliance with Airport Hazards requirements. 

 
Supporting documentation  
  
PR-RGRW-01232-W Airports.pdf 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

 No 
 
  

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532654
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Coastal Barrier Resources 
General requirements Legislation Regulation 

HUD financial assistance may not be 
used for most activities in units of the 
Coastal Barrier Resources System 
(CBRS). See 16 USC 3504 for limitations 
on federal expenditures affecting the 
CBRS.   

Coastal Barrier Resources Act 
(CBRA) of 1982, as amended by 
the Coastal Barrier Improvement 
Act of 1990 (16 USC 3501)  
 

 

 
1. Is the project located in a CBRS Unit? 

 No 
 
Document and upload map and documentation below.  
 

 Yes 
 

 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 
This project is not located in a CBRS Unit. It is 40,519 feet from a protected area. 
Therefore, this project has no potential to impact a CBRS Unit and is in compliance 
with the Coastal Barrier Resources Act. 

 
Supporting documentation  
  
PR-RGRW-01232-W CBRS.pdf 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

 No 
 
  

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532656


PR-RGRW-01232-W Yauco, PR 900000010460340 
 

 
 03/28/2025 12:31 

 
Page 14 of 45 

 
 

Flood Insurance 
General requirements Legislation Regulation 

Certain types of federal financial assistance may not be 
used in floodplains unless the community participates 
in National Flood Insurance Program and flood 
insurance is both obtained and maintained. 

Flood Disaster 
Protection Act of 1973 
as amended (42 USC 
4001-4128) 

24 CFR 50.4(b)(1) 
and 24 CFR 58.6(a) 
and (b); 24 CFR 
55.1(b). 

 
 
1. Does this project involve financial assistance for construction, rehabilitation, or 
acquisition of a mobile home, building, or insurable personal property? 
 

 No. This project does not require flood insurance or is excepted from flood 
insurance.  

 
 Yes 

 
 
2. Upload a FEMA/FIRM map showing the site here:  
 
 
 

 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) designates floodplains. The FEMA 
Map Service Center provides this information in the form of FEMA Flood Insurance Rate 
Maps (FIRMs).  For projects in areas not mapped by FEMA, use the best available 
information to determine floodplain information.  Include documentation, including a 
discussion of why this is the best available information for the site. Provide FEMA/FIRM 
floodplain zone designation, panel number, and date within your documentation.  

 
Is the structure, part of the structure, or insurable property located in a FEMA-
designated Special Flood Hazard Area?    
 
 No 

 
   Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section.  

 
 Yes 

 
 
4. While flood insurance is not mandatory for this project, HUD strongly recommends 
that all insurable structures maintain flood insurance under the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP).  Will flood insurance be required as a mitigation measure or condition? 

PR-RGRW-01232-W FIRM.pdf 

http://www.msc.fema.gov/
http://www.msc.fema.gov/
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532657
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 Yes 

 No 
 

 

 
 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 
Flood Map Number 72000C1605H, effective on 4/19/2005: The structure or insurable 
property is not located in a FEMA-designated Special Flood Hazard Area. While flood 
insurance may not be mandatory in this instance, HUD recommends that all insurable 
structures maintain flood insurance under the National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP). The project is in compliance with flood insurance requirements. 

 
Supporting documentation  
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

 No 
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Air Quality 
General requirements Legislation Regulation 
The Clean Air Act is administered 
by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), which 
sets national standards on 
ambient pollutants. In addition, 
the Clean Air Act is administered 
by States, which must develop 
State Implementation Plans (SIPs) 
to regulate their state air quality. 
Projects funded by HUD must 
demonstrate that they conform 
to the appropriate SIP.   

Clean Air Act (42 USC 7401 et 
seq.) as amended particularly 
Section 176(c) and (d) (42 USC 
7506(c) and (d)) 

40 CFR Parts 6, 51 
and 93 

 
1. Does your project include new construction or conversion of land use facilitating the 
development of public, commercial, or industrial facilities OR five or more dwelling units? 
 

 Yes 

 No 
 

Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section.  
 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 
Based on the project description, this project includes no activities that would require 
further evaluation under the Clean Air Act. The project is in compliance with the Clean 
Air Act. 

 
Supporting documentation  
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

 No 
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Coastal Zone Management Act  
General requirements Legislation Regulation 

Federal assistance to applicant 
agencies for activities affecting 
any coastal use or resource is 
granted only when such 
activities are consistent with 
federally approved State 
Coastal Zone Management Act 
Plans.   

Coastal Zone Management 
Act (16 USC 1451-1464), 
particularly section 307(c) 
and (d) (16 USC 1456(c) and 
(d)) 

15 CFR Part 930 
 

 
 
1. Is the project located in, or does it affect, a Coastal Zone as defined in your state 
Coastal Management Plan? 
 

 Yes 

 No 
 

Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Document 
and upload all documents used to make your determination below. 

 
 
 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 
This project is not located in or does not affect a Coastal Zone as defined in the state 
Coastal Management Plan. The project is located 25,277 feet from the coastal zone. 
The project is in compliance with the Coastal Zone Management Act. 

 
Supporting documentation  
  
PR-RGRW-01232-W CZM.pdf 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

 No 
 
  

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532667
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Contamination and Toxic Substances 
 
General Requirements Legislation Regulations 
It is HUD policy that all properties that are being 
proposed for use in HUD programs be free of 
hazardous materials, contamination, toxic 
chemicals and gases, and radioactive substances, 
where a hazard could affect the health and safety of 
the occupants or conflict with the intended 
utilization of the property. 

 24 CFR 
58.5(i)(2)  
24 CFR 50.3(i) 
 

Reference 
https://www.onecpd.info/environmental-review/site-contamination 

 
1. How was site contamination evaluated?* Select all that apply. 
 

 ASTM Phase I ESA 
 

 ASTM Phase II ESA 
 

 Remediation or clean-up plan 

 
 ASTM Vapor Encroachment Screening. 

 
 None of the above 

 
* HUD regulations at 24 CFR § 58.5(i)(2)(ii) require that the environmental review for multifamily 
housing with five or more dwelling units or non-residential property include the evaluation of 
previous uses of the site or other evidence of contamination on or near the site. 
For acquisition and new construction of multifamily and nonresidential properties HUD strongly 
advises the review include an ASTM Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) to meet real 
estate transaction standards of due diligence and to help ensure compliance with HUD’s toxic 
policy at 24 CFR §58.5(i) and 24 CFR §50.3(i).  Also note that some HUD programs require an 
ASTM Phase I ESA. 
 
2. Were any on-site or nearby toxic, hazardous, or radioactive substances* (excluding 
radon) found that could affect the health and safety of project occupants or conflict with the 
intended use of the property?  (Were any recognized environmental conditions or RECs 
identified in a Phase I ESA and confirmed in a Phase II ESA?) 
 
Provide a map or other documentation of absence or presence of contamination** and explain 
evaluation of site contamination in the Screen Summary at the bottom of this screen. 
 

 No 

https://www.onecpd.info/environmental-review/site-contamination
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Explain:  

There are no toxic sites within 3,000 feet of the applicant location.   The 
environmental field observation did not note any items of concern. See the 
attached environmental field observation report.   A google earth review of the 
area shows no visible hazards. The past land use for the last 10-15 year is 
agricultural. 

 
 Yes 

 
* This question covers the presence of radioactive substances excluding radon.  Radon is 
addressed in the Radon Exempt Question. 
** Utilize EPA’s Enviromapper, NEPAssist, or state/tribal databases to identify nearby dumps, 
junk yards, landfills, hazardous waste sites, and industrial sites, including EPA National Priorities 
List Sites (Superfund sites), CERCLA or state-equivalent sites, RCRA Corrective Action sites with 
release(s) or suspected release(s) requiring clean-up action and/or further investigation. 
Additional supporting documentation may include other inspections and reports. 
 
3. Evaluate the building(s) for radon. Do all buildings meet any of the exemptions* from 
having to consider radon in the contamination analysis listed in CPD Notice CPD-23-103? 
 

 Yes 
 

Explain:  
 

 
 No 

 
* Notes: 
• Buildings with no enclosed areas having ground contact. 
• Buildings containing crawlspaces, utility tunnels, or parking garages would not be 
exempt, however buildings built on piers would be exempt, provided that there is open air 
between the lowest floor of the building and the ground. 
• Buildings that are not residential and will not be occupied for more than 4 hours per 
day. 
• Buildings with existing radon mitigation systems - document radon levels are below 4 
pCi/L with test results dated within two years of submitting the application for HUD assistance 
and document the system includes an ongoing maintenance plan that includes periodic testing 
to ensure the system continues to meet the current EPA recommended levels. If the project 
does not require an application, document test results dated within two years of the date the 
environmental review is certified. Refer to program office guidance to ensure compliance with 
program requirements. 
• Buildings tested within five years of the submission of application for HUD assistance: 
test results document indoor radon levels are below current the EPA’s recommended action 

ttps://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/CPD/documents/CPD_Notice_on_Addressing_Radon_in_the_Environmental_Review_Process.pdf
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levels of 4.0 pCi/L. For buildings with test data older than five years, any new environmental 
review must include a consideration of radon using one of the methods in Section A below. 
 
4. Is the proposed project new construction or substantial rehabilitation where testing will 
be conducted but cannot yet occur because building construction has not been completed? 
 

 Yes  
 

Compliance with this section is conditioned on post-construction testing being 
conducted, followed by mitigation, if needed. Radon test results, along with any 
needed mitigation plan, must be uploaded to the mitigation section within this 
screen. 

 
 No 

 
 
5. Was radon testing or a scientific data review conducted that provided a radon 
concentration level in pCi/L? 
 

 Yes 
 

 No 
 

If no testing was conducted and a review of science-based data offered a lack of 
science-based data for the project site, then document and upload the steps 
taken to look for documented test results and science-based data as well as the 
basis for the conclusion that testing would be infeasible or impracticable. 
 
Explain: 
 

Radon testing is not feasible or practicable for this case, please see the attached 
Radon Memo.  

 
File Upload: 
 
Radon Attachments.pdf 
PR-RGRW-01232-W Radon Memo.docx 
 
Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Continue 
to the Screen Summary at the bottom of this screen. 
 
Non-radon contamination was found in a previous question. 

 
 

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532681
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532678
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Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 
Site contamination was evaluated as follows: None of the above. On-site or nearby 
toxic, hazardous, or radioactive substances that could affect the health and safety of 
project occupants or conflict with the intended use of the property were not found. A 
review of science-based radon data offered a lack of data for the project site and 
radon testing was determined to be infeasible or impracticable. The project is in 
compliance with contamination and toxic substances requirements. 

 
Supporting documentation  
  
PR-RGRW-01232-W Toxics.pdf 
PR-RGRW-01232-W EFOR(1).pdf 
 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

 No 
 
  

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532687
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532686
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Endangered Species  
General requirements ESA Legislation Regulations 

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
mandates that federal agencies ensure that 
actions that they authorize, fund, or carry out 
shall not jeopardize the continued existence of 
federally listed plants and animals or result in 
the adverse modification or destruction of 
designated critical habitat. Where their actions 
may affect resources protected by the ESA, 
agencies must consult with the Fish and Wildlife 
Service and/or the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (“FWS” and “NMFS” or “the Services”).  

The Endangered 
Species Act of 1973 
(16 U.S.C. 1531 et 
seq.); particularly 
section 7 (16 USC 
1536). 

50 CFR Part 
402 

 
1. Does the project involve any activities that have the potential to affect specifies or 
habitats?  
 

 No, the project will have No Effect due to the nature of the activities involved in the 
project.  
 

 No, the project will have No Effect based on a letter of understanding, 
memorandum of agreement, programmatic agreement, or checklist provided by 
local HUD office 

 
 Yes, the activities involved in the project have the potential to affect species 

and/or habitats. 
 
2. Are federally listed species or designated critical habitats present in the action area?  
 

 No, the project will have No Effect due to the absence of federally listed species 
and designated critical habitat 

 
 Yes, there are federally listed species or designated critical habitats present in the 

action area.   
 
 
3. What effects, if any, will your project have on federally listed species or designated 
critical habitat? 
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 No Effect: Based on the specifics of both the project and any federally listed species 
in the action area, you have determined that the project will have absolutely no 
effect on listed species or critical habitat. in the action area.   

 
 

 May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect:  Any effects that the project may have 
on federally listed species or critical habitats would be beneficial, discountable, or 
insignificant. 

 Likely to Adversely Affect: The project may have negative effects on one or more 
listed species or critical habitat. 

 
 
4. Informal Consultation is required  

Section 7 of ESA (16 USC. 1536) mandates consultation to resolve potential impacts 
to endangered and threatened species and critical habitats. If a HUD-assisted 
project may affect any federally listed endangered or threatened species or critical 
habitat, then compliance is required with Section 7.  See 50 CFR Part 402 Subpart B 
Consultation Procedures. 

 
Did the Service(s) concur with the finding that the project is Not Likely to Adversely 
Affect? 

 
 
 Yes, the Service(s) concurred with the finding.  

 
Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Document 
and upload the following below: 
(1) A biological evaluation or equivalent document 
(2) Concurrence(s) from FWS and/or NMFS 
(3) Any other documentation of informal consultation  
 
Exception: If finding was made based on procedures provided by a letter of 
understanding, memorandum of agreement, programmatic agreement, or 
checklist provided by local HUD office, provide whatever documentation is 
mandated by that agreement.  

 
 No, the Service(s) did not concur with the finding.  
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6. For the project to be brought into compliance with this section, all adverse impacts 
must be mitigated. Explain in detail the exact measures that must be implemented to mitigate 
for the impact or effect, including the timeline for implementation. This information will be 
automatically included in the Mitigation summary for the environmental review. If negative 
effects cannot be mitigated, cancel the project using the button at the bottom of this screen. 
 
 Mitigation as follows will be implemented:   

 

1. Inform all project personnel about the potential presence 
of the PR boa in areas where the proposed work will be 
conducted. A pre-construction meeting should be conducted 
to inform all project personnel about the need to avoid 
harming the species as well as penalties for harassing or 
harming PR boas. An educational poster or sign with photo or 
illustration of the species should be displayed at the project 
site.  2. Prior to any construction activity, including removal 
of vegetation and earth movements, the boundaries of the 
project and areas to be excluded and protected should be 
clearly marked in the project plan and in the field in order to 
avoid further habitat degradation into forested and 
conservation areas.  3. Once areas are clearly marked, and 
prior to the use of heavy machinery and any construction 
activity (including removal of vegetation and earth 
movement), a biologist or project personnel with experience 
on this species should survey the areas to be cleared to verify 
the presence of any PR boa within the work area.  4. If a PR 
boa is found within any of the working or construction areas, 
activities should stop at that area and information recorded 
(see #5). Do not capture the boa. If boas need to be moved 
out of harm's way, designated personnel shall immediately 
contact the Puerto Rico Department of Natural and 
Environmental Resources (PRDNER) Rangers for safe capture 
and relocation of the animal (PRDNER phone #s: (787) 724-
5700, (787) 230-5550, (787) 771-1124). If immediate 
relocation is not an option, project-related activities at that 
area must stop until the boa moves out of harm's way on its 
own. Activities at other work sites, where no boas have been 
found after surveying the area, may continue.  5. For all boa 
sightings (dead or alive), record the time and date of the 
sighting and the specific location where it was found. PR boa 
data should also include a photo of the animal (dead or alive), 
site GPS coordinates, the time and date, and comments on 
how the animal was detected and its behavior.  If a PR boa is 
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 No mitigation is necessary.    
 

 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 
This project May Affect, but is Not Likely to Adversely Affect, listed species, and 
informal consultation was conducted. With mitigation, identified in the mitigation 
section of this review, the project will be in compliance with the Endangered Species 
Act. 

 
Supporting documentation  

captured by PRDNER personnel, record the name of that 
person and information on where the PR boa will be taken. 
This information should be reported to the Service.  7. 
Measures should be taken to avoid and minimize PR boa 
casualties by heavy machinery or motor vehicles being used 
on site. Any heavy machinery left on site (staging) or near 
potential PR boa habitat (within 50 meters of potential boa 
habitat), needs to be thoroughly inspected each morning 
before work starts to ensure that no boas have sheltered 
within engine compartments or other areas of the 
equipment. If PR boas are found within vehicles or 
equipment, do not capture the animal, and let it move on its 
own or call PRDNER Rangers for safe capture and relocation 
of the animal (see #4). If not possible, the animal should be 
left alone until it leaves the vehicle on its own.  8. PR boas 
may seek shelter in debris piles. Measures should be taken to 
avoid and minimize boa casualties associated with sheltering 
in debris piles as a result of project activities. Debris piles 
should be placed far away from forested areas. Prior to 
moving, disposing or shredding, debris piles should be 
carefully inspected for the presence of boas. If debris piles 
will be left on site, we recommend they be placed in areas 
that will not be disturbed in the future.  9. If a dead PR boa is 
found, immediately cease all work in that area and record the 
information accordingly (see #5). If the PR boa was 
accidentally killed as part of the project actions, please 
include information on what conservation measures had 
been implemented and what actions will be taken to avoid 
further killings. A dead boa report should be sent by email 
(see contacts below) to the Service within 48 hours of the 
event.  10. Projects must comply with all state laws and 
regulations. Please contact the PRDNER for further guidance. 
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PR-RGRW-01232-W USFWS Consultation Package.pdf 
PR-RGRW-01232-W USFWS Conservation Measures.pdf 
PR-RGRW-01232-W USFWS Concurrence Letter.pdf 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  
 Yes 

 No 
 
  

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532717
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532714
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532713
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Explosive and Flammable Hazards 
General requirements Legislation Regulation 

HUD-assisted projects must meet 
Acceptable Separation Distance (ASD) 
requirements to protect them from 
explosive and flammable hazards. 

N/A 24 CFR Part 51 
Subpart C 

 
1. Is the proposed HUD-assisted project itself the development of a hazardous facility (a 
facility that mainly stores, handles or processes flammable or combustible chemicals such as 
bulk fuel storage facilities and refineries)? 
 
 No 

 Yes 
 
2. Does this project include any of the following activities:  development, construction, 
rehabilitation that will increase residential densities, or conversion? 
 
 
 No 

 
Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section.   

 
 Yes 

 
 
 
 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 
Based on the project description the project includes no activities that would require 
further evaluation under this section. The project is in compliance with explosive and 
flammable hazard requirements. 

 
Supporting documentation  
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

 No 
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Farmlands Protection  
General requirements Legislation Regulation 

The Farmland Protection 
Policy Act (FPPA) discourages 
federal activities that would 
convert farmland to 
nonagricultural purposes. 

Farmland Protection Policy 
Act of 1981 (7 U.S.C. 4201 
et seq.) 

7 CFR Part 658 

 
1. Does your project include any activities, including new construction, acquisition of 
undeveloped land or conversion, that could convert agricultural land to a non-agricultural 
use? 
 

 Yes 

 No 
 

If your project includes new construction, acquisition of undeveloped land or 
conversion, explain how you determined that agricultural land would not be 
converted: 
 
The project site locations are classified as General Agricultural (A-G) 
land use. The proposed action is continued agricultural use of property, 
which is compatible with zoning and existing land use.  

 
Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Document 
and upload all documents used to make your determination below. 

 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 
This project does not include any activities that could potentially convert agricultural 
land to a non-agricultural use. The project is in compliance with the Farmland 
Protection Policy Act. 

 
Supporting documentation  
  
PR-RGRW-01232-W Farmlands.pdf 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

 No 
 
  

http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_11/7cfr658_11.html
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532728
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Floodplain Management 
General Requirements Legislation Regulation 
Executive Order 11988, 
Floodplain Management, 
requires Federal activities to 
avoid impacts to floodplains 
and to avoid direct and 
indirect support of floodplain 
development to the extent 
practicable. 

Executive Order 11988 
* Executive Order 13690 
* 42 USC 4001-4128 
* 42 USC 5154a 
* only applies to screen 2047 
and not 2046 

24 CFR 55 

 
1. Does this project meet an exemption at 24 CFR 55.12 from compliance with HUD’s 
floodplain management regulations in Part 55? 
 

 Yes 
 

 (a) HUD-assisted activities described in 24 CFR 58.34 and 58.35(b). 
 

 (b) HUD-assisted activities described in 24 CFR 50.19, except as 
otherwise indicated in § 50.19. 

 
 (c) The approval of financial assistance for restoring and preserving the 

natural and beneficial functions and values of floodplains and 
wetlands, including through acquisition of such floodplain and wetland 
property, where a permanent covenant or comparable restriction is 
place on the property’s continued use for flood control, wetland 
projection, open space, or park land, but only if: 
(1) The property is cleared of all existing buildings and walled 
structures; and 
(2) The property is cleared of related improvements except those 
which: 
(i) Are directly related to flood control, wetland protection, open 
space, or park land (including playgrounds and recreation areas); 
(ii) Do not modify existing wetland areas or involve fill, paving, or 
other ground disturbance beyond minimal trails or paths; and 
(iii) Are designed to be compatible with the beneficial floodplain or 
wetland function of the property. 

 
 (d) An action involving a repossession, receivership, foreclosure, or 

similar acquisition of property to protect or enforce HUD's financial 
interests under previously approved loans, grants, mortgage insurance, 
or other HUD assistance. 
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 (e) Policy-level actions described at 24 CFR 50.16 that do not involve 

site-based decisions. 
 

 (f) A minor amendment to a previously approved action with no 
additional adverse impact on or from a floodplain or wetland. 

 
 (g) HUD's or the responsible entity’s approval of a project site, an 

incidental portion of which is situated in the FFRMS floodplain (not 
including the floodway, LiMWA, or coastal high hazard area) but only if: 
(1) The proposed project site does not include any existing or proposed 
buildings or improvements that modify or occupy the FFRMS floodplain 
except de minimis improvements such as recreation areas and trails; 
and (2) the proposed project will not result in any new construction in 
or modifications of a wetland . 

 
 (h) Issuance or use of Housing Vouchers, or other forms of rental 

subsidy where HUD, the awarding community, or the public housing 
agency that administers the contract awards rental subsidies that are 
not project-based (i.e., do not involve site-specific subsidies). 

 
 (i) Special projects directed to the removal of material and 

architectural barriers that restrict the mobility of and accessibility to 
elderly and persons with disabilities. 

 
Describe:  
 

 
 No 

 
2. Does the project include a Critical Action?  Examples of Critical Actions include 
projects involving hospitals, fire and police stations, nursing homes, hazardous chemical 
storage, storage of valuable records, and utility plants. 
 

 Yes 
 

Describe:  
 

 
 No 

 
3. Determine the extent of the FFRMS floodplain and provide mapping documentation in 
support of that determination 
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The extent of the FFRMS floodplain can be determined using a Climate Informed Science 
Approach (CISA), 0.2 percent flood approach (0.2 PFA), or freeboard value approach (FVA). For 
projects in areas without available CISA data or without FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps 
(FIRMs), Flood Insurance Studies (FISs) or Advisory Base Flood Elevations (ABFEs), use the best 
available information1 to determine flood elevation. Include documentation and an explanation 
of why this is the best available information2 for the site. Note that newly constructed and 
substantially improved3 structures must be elevated to the FFRMS floodplain regardless of the 
approach chosen to determine the floodplain. 
 
 Select one of the following three options: 
 

 CISA for non-critical actions. If using a local tool  , data, or resources, 
ensure that the FFRMS elevation is higher than would have been 
determined using the 0.2 PFA or the FVA. 

 
 0.2-PFA. Where FEMA has defined the 0.2-percent-annual-chance 

floodplain, the FFRMS floodplain is the area that FEMA has 
designated as within the 0.2-percent-annual-chance floodplain. 

 
 FVA.  If neither CISA nor 0.2-PFA is available, for non-critical actions, 

the FFRMS floodplain is the area that results from adding two feet to 
the base flood elevation as established by the effective FIRM or FIS or 
— if available — a FEMA-provided preliminary or pending FIRM or FIS 
or advisory base flood elevations, whether regulatory or informational 
in nature. However, an interim or preliminary FEMA map cannot be 
used if it is lower than the current FIRM or FIS. 

 
1 Sources which merit investigation include the files and studies of other federal agencies, such 
as the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Tennessee Valley Authority, the Soil Conservation 
Service and the U. S. Geological Survey. These agencies have prepared flood hazard studies for 
several thousand localities and, through their technical assistance programs, hydrologic studies, 
soil surveys, and other investigations have collected or developed other floodplain information 
for numerous sites and areas. States and communities are also sources of information on past 
flood 'experiences within their boundaries and are particularly knowledgeable about areas 
subject to high-risk flood hazards such as alluvial fans, high velocity flows, mudflows and 
mudslides, ice jams, subsidence and liquefaction. 
2 If you are using best available information, select the FVA option below and provide supporting 
documentation in the screen summary.  Contact your local environmental officer with additional 
compliance questions. 
3 Substantial improvement means any repair or improvement of a structure which costs at least 
50 percent of the market value of the structure before repair or improvement or results in an 
increase of more than 20 percent of the number of dwelling units. The full definition can be 
found at 24 CFR 55.2(b)(12). 
 
5. Does your project occur in the FFRMS floodplain? 

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/hud-environmental-staff-contacts/#region-i-regional-and-field-environmental-officers
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-24/subtitle-A/part-55
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 Yes 

 
 No 

 
 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 
Flood Map Number 72000C1605H, effective on 4/19/2005: This project does not 
occur in the FFRMS floodplain. The project is in compliance with Executive Orders 
11988 and 13690. PFIRMs in Puerto Rico were only developed for certain sections of 
the municipalities of Carolina, Canovanas, Loiza, San Juan and Trujillo Alto. The 
proposed project is located in the municipality of Yauco; therefore, PFIRM 
information was not available for the area and therefore not considered in the review. 

 
Supporting documentation  
  
PR-RGRW-01232-W ABFE.pdf 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

 No 
 
  

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532779
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Historic Preservation 
General requirements Legislation Regulation 
Regulations under 
Section 106 of the 
National Historic 
Preservation Act 
(NHPA) require a 
consultative process 
to identify historic  
properties, assess 
project impacts on 
them, and avoid, 
minimize,  or mitigate 
adverse effects    

Section 106 of the 
National Historic 
Preservation Act  
(16 U.S.C. 470f) 

36 CFR 800 “Protection of Historic 
Properties” 
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CF
R-2012-title36-vol3/pdf/CFR-2012-title36-
vol3-part800.pdf  

 
 
Threshold 
Is Section 106 review required for your project?  
  

No, because the project consists solely of activities listed as exempt in a 
Programmatic Agreement (PA ). (See the PA Database to find applicable PAs.)   
No, because the project consists solely of activities included in a No Potential to 
Cause Effects memo or other determination [36 CFR 800.3(a)(1)].  

 Yes, because the project includes activities with potential to cause effects (direct 
or indirect).  

 
Step 1 – Initiate Consultation 
Select all consulting parties below (check all that apply): 
 
 State Historic Preservation Offer (SHPO) Completed 

 
  

 
  

Indian Tribes, including Tribal Historic Preservation Officers (THPOs) or Native 
Hawaiian Organizations (NHOs) 

 
 
  

Other Consulting Parties 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2012-title36-vol3/pdf/CFR-2012-title36-vol3-part800.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2012-title36-vol3/pdf/CFR-2012-title36-vol3-part800.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2012-title36-vol3/pdf/CFR-2012-title36-vol3-part800.pdf
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Describe the process of selecting consulting parties and initiating consultation here:  
Only SHPO was consulted as No Historic Properties Affected was determined and no 
Tribal Lands were identified. 

 
Document and upload all correspondence, notices and notes (including comments and 
objections received below). 
 
Was the Section 106 Lender Delegation Memo used for Section 106 consultation? 
  

Yes  
No 

 

 

 
 
Step 2 – Identify and Evaluate Historic Properties 

1. Define the Area of Potential Effect (APE), either by entering the address(es) or 
uploading a map depicting the APE below: 

 
In the chart below, list historic properties identified and evaluated in the APE. Every 
historic property that may be affected by the project should be included in the chart. 

 
Upload the documentation (survey forms, Register nominations, concurrence(s) and/or 
objection(s), notes, and photos) that justify your National Register Status determination 
below.   

 
Address / Location 

/ District 
National Register 

Status 
SHPO Concurrence Sensitive 

Information 
 

Additional Notes: 
 

 
 

2. Was a survey of historic buildings and/or archeological sites done as part of the 
project? 

  
Yes 

 No 

 
Step 3 –Assess Effects of the Project on Historic Properties  
 
Only properties that are listed on or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places receive 
further consideration under Section 106.   Assess the effect(s) of the project by applying the 
Criteria of Adverse Effect. (36 CFR 800.5)]  Consider direct and indirect effects as applicable as 

No Historic Properties present within the APE 
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per guidance on direct and indirect effects. 
 
Choose one of the findings below - No Historic Properties Affected, No Adverse Effect, or 
Adverse Effect; and seek concurrence from consulting parties.   
 
 No Historic Properties Affected 

 
Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Document and upload 
concurrence(s) or objection(s) below. 
 
         Document reason for finding:  
 
 
 
 
 
  

No Adverse Effect 

  
Adverse Effect 

 
 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 
(Construction Date (AH est.): ca. 1984) Based on Section 106 consultation there are 
No Historic Properties Affected because there are no historic properties present. The 
project is in compliance with Section 106. 

 
Supporting documentation  
  
PR-RGRW-01232-W SHPO Package.pdf 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?   

Yes 

 No 
 
 

  

 No historic properties present. 
 

Historic properties present, but project will have no effect upon them. 

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532811
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Noise Abatement and Control  
General requirements Legislation Regulation 

HUD’s noise regulations protect 
residential properties from 
excessive noise exposure. HUD 
encourages mitigation as 
appropriate. 

Noise Control Act of 1972 
 
General Services Administration 
Federal Management Circular 
75-2: “Compatible Land Uses at 
Federal Airfields” 

Title 24 CFR 51 
Subpart B 

 
 
1. What activities does your project involve? Check all that apply: 
 

 New construction for residential use 

 
 Rehabilitation of an existing residential property 

 
 A research demonstration project which does not result in new construction or 

reconstruction 

 An interstate land sales registration 

 Any timely emergency assistance under disaster assistance provision or 
appropriations which are provided to save lives, protect property, protect public 
health and safety, remove debris and wreckage, or assistance that has the effect 
of restoring facilities substantially as they existed prior to the disaster 

 None of the above 

 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 
Based on the project description, this project includes no activities that would require 
further evaluation under HUD's noise regulation. The project is in compliance with 
HUD's Noise regulation. 

 
Supporting documentation  
 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

 No 
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Sole Source Aquifers  
General requirements Legislation Regulation 

The Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974 
protects drinking water systems 
which are the sole or principal 
drinking water source for an area 
and which, if contaminated, would 
create a significant hazard to public 
health. 

Safe Drinking Water 
Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 
201, 300f et seq., and 
21 U.S.C. 349) 

40 CFR Part 149 

 
1. Does the project consist solely of acquisition, leasing, or rehabilitation of an existing 
building(s)? 

  
Yes 

 No 

 
 
2. Is the project located on a sole source aquifer (SSA)? 

A sole source aquifer is defined as an aquifer that supplies at least 50 percent of the 
drinking water consumed in the area overlying the aquifer. This includes streamflow 
source areas, which are upstream areas of losing streams that flow into the recharge 
area. 
 
<  

 

No 

 
Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Document and 
upload documentation used to make your determination, such as a map of your project 
(or jurisdiction, if appropriate) in relation to the nearest SSA and its source area, below. 
  

Yes 

 
 
3. Does your region have a memorandum of understanding (MOU) or other working 
agreement with Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for HUD projects impacting a sole 
source aquifer?  
  

Yes 
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No 

 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 
The project is not located on a sole source aquifer area. According to EPA, there are 
no sole source aquifers in Puerto Rico. The project is in compliance with Sole Source 
Aquifer requirements. 

 
Supporting documentation  
  
PR-RGRW-01232-W Sole Source Aquifers.pdf 
 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?   

Yes 

 No 
 
  

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532822
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Wetlands Protection  
General requirements Legislation Regulation 

Executive Order 11990 discourages direct or 
indirect support of new construction impacting 
wetlands wherever there is a practicable 
alternative. The Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
National Wetlands Inventory can be used as a 
primary screening tool, but observed or known 
wetlands not indicated on NWI maps must also 
be processed Off-site impacts that result in 
draining, impounding, or destroying wetlands 
must also be processed.  

Executive Order 
11990 

24 CFR 55.20 can be 
used for general 
guidance regarding 
the 8 Step Process. 

 
1. Does this project involve new construction as defined in Executive Order 11990, 
expansion of a building’s footprint, or ground disturbance? The term "new construction" shall 
include draining, dredging, channelizing, filling, diking, impounding, and related activities and 
any structures or facilities begun or authorized after the effective date of the Order 
 

 No 

 Yes 

 
    
2. Will the new construction or other ground disturbance impact an on- or off-site 
wetland? The term "wetlands" means those areas that are inundated by surface or ground 
water with a frequency sufficient to support, and under normal circumstances does or would 
support, a prevalence of vegetative or aquatic life that requires saturated or seasonally 
saturated soil conditions for growth and reproduction. Wetlands generally include swamps, 
marshes, bogs, and similar areas such as sloughs, potholes, wet meadows, river overflows, 
mud flats, and natural ponds. 
 
"Wetlands under E.O. 11990 include isolated and non-jurisdictional wetlands." 
 

 No, a wetland will not be impacted in terms of E.O. 11990’s definition of new 
construction. 

 
 Yes, there is a wetland that be impacted in terms of E.O. 11990’s definition of 

new construction. 
 

You must determine that there are no practicable alternatives to wetlands development 
by completing the 8-Step Process.  
 
Document and upload the completed 8-Step Process as well as all documents used to 
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make your determination, including a map below.  Be sure it includes the early public 
notice and the final notice with your documentation. 
 

 
 
3. For the project to be brought into compliance with this section, all adverse impacts 
must be mitigated. Explain in detail the exact measures that must be implemented to mitigate 
for the impact or effect, including the timeline for implementation. This information will be 
automatically included in the Mitigation summary for the environmental review. If negative 
effects cannot be mitigated, cancel the project using the button at the bottom of this screen.   
 
The proposed project has minimal impact to wetlands. However, to best minimize the 
potential adverse, direct and indirect, impacts the applicant will construct the fence 
with materials that have a minimal footprint (using existing post holes separated by 8-
foot intervals, t-posts, stakes, and barbed wire) and that allow water to flow freely 
without creating an impermeable barrier while sustaining full functionality of the 
fence. To mitigate direct and indirect impacts, best management practices, such as 
proper site management, implementation and maintenance of erosion and 
sedimentation control measures, and soil stabilization will be followed to minimize 
potential impacts to wetlands. 

 
Which of the following mitigation actions have been or will be taken? Select all that apply:  
 

 Permeable surfaces 

 Natural landscape enhancements that maintain or restore natural hydrology 
through infilitraion 

 Native plant species 

 Bioswales 

 Evapotranspiration 

 Stormwater capture and reuse 

 Green or vegetative roofs with drainage provisions 

 Natural Resources Conservation Service conservation easements  

 Compensatory mitigation 

 Other 

 
 Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section.  
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Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 
The project results will impact on- or off-site wetlands. An 8 Step Process has been 
completed. With mitigation, identified in the mitigation section of this review, the 
project will be in compliance with Executive Order 11990. 

 
Supporting documentation  
  
PR-RGRW-01232-W Wetlands.pdf 
PR-RGRW-01232-W 8-Step_Step 7 Proof of Publication.pdf 
PR-RGRW-01232-W 8-Step_Step 2 Proof of Publication.pdf 
PR-RGRW-01232-W 8-Step Process.docx 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  
 Yes 

 No 
 
  

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532889
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532888
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532887
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532885
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Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
General requirements Legislation Regulation 

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
provides federal protection for 
certain free-flowing, wild, scenic 
and recreational rivers 
designated as components or 
potential components of the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System (NWSRS) from the effects 
of construction or development.  

The Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Act (16 U.S.C. 1271-1287), 
particularly section 7(b) and 
(c) (16 U.S.C. 1278(b) and (c)) 

36 CFR Part 297  

 
1. Is your project within proximity of a NWSRS river?   
 
 No 

 Yes, the project is in proximity of a Designated Wild and Scenic River or Study 
Wild and Scenic River. 

 Yes, the project is in proximity of a Nationwide Rivers Inventory (NRI) River. 
 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 
This project is not within proximity of a NWSRS river. The project is located 368,439 
feet from the nearest Wild and Scenic River. The project is in compliance with the 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 

 
Supporting documentation  
  
PR-RGRW-01232-W Wild and Scenic.pdf 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

 No 
 
  

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012532893
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Environmental Justice 

General requirements Legislation Regulation 
Determine if the project 
creates adverse environmental 
impacts upon a low-income or 
minority community.  If it 
does, engage the community 
in meaningful participation 
about mitigating the impacts 
or move the project.   

Executive Order 12898  

 
HUD strongly encourages starting the Environmental Justice analysis only after all other laws 
and authorities, including Environmental Assessment factors if necessary, have been 
completed.  
 
1. Were any adverse environmental impacts identified in any other compliance review 
portion of this project’s total environmental review? 
 

 Yes 

 No 
 

Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section.  
 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 
No adverse environmental impacts were identified in the project's total 
environmental review. The project is in compliance with Executive Order 12898. On 
January 21, 2025, President Donald Trump issued the Executive Order 14173 titled 
"Ending Illegal Discrimination and Restoring Merit-Based Opportunity", which revoked 
Executive Order 12898 and eliminated federal mandates requiring agencies to assess 
environmental justice impacts. Consequently, there is no longer a federal requirement 
to address environmental justice concerns in the environmental compliance review 
process. 

 
Supporting documentation  
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

 No 
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Caribbean Ecological Services Field Office

Bayamon | Mayagiiez | Maricao | Rio Grande | St CroJx
P.O. Box 491

Boqueron, Puerto Rico 00622

U.S.

FISH &WILULIFE
SERVICE

In Reply Refer to:
FWS/R4/CESFO/72153-Gen

Submitted Via Electronic Mail: Jcperezfrtivivienda.pr.gov

Juan Carlos Perez-Bofill, PE, MEng.

Director - Disaster Recovery CDBG-DR Program
Puerto Rico Department of Housing
P.O. Box 21365
San Juan, P.R 00928-1365

Re: CDBG-DRPR-RGRW-01232 Elizardo

Martinez Ramos, Yauco, Puerto Rico

Dear Mr. Perez-Bofill

Thank you for your letter dated January 4, 2024, requesting informal consultation on the above

referenced project. As per your request, our comments are provided under the Endangered Species
Act (Act) (87 Stat 884, as amended; 16 United States Code 1531 et seq.), and the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.).

The Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH) is proposing the repair and expansion of an
existing fence, installation of a roof on an existing structure, installation of a water well and a
cistem. Construction of the fence and installation of the water well and cistern will require

vegetation removal, but no tree clearing is proposed. The project area is located in a 37.03 acre
property (18°03'57.2"N 66°49'51.2"W) at State Road PR-375, Km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande in the
municipality ofYauco.

Using the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (Service) Information for Planning and Consultation

(IPaC) system, the PRDOH has determined that the proposed project site is located within the range
of Puerto Rican boa (Epicrcites mornatus now known as Chilabothnfs mornatiis) and Puerto Rican
harlequin butterfly (Atlantea fnlj'ta).

The Caribbean Determination Key (DKey) in the IPaC application was used to evaluate the
potential impacts to federally listed species for this project (Project code; 2024-0019437). Based on
the answers provided, a consistency letter was obtained for the Puerto Rican boa, which determined
that the proposed actions for this project may affect but is not likely to adversely affect (NLAA) this
species. As for the Puerto Rican harlequm butterfly a consultation is required.
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Based on the nature of the project, scope of work, information available, and analysis of the IPaC
lists together with field direct observations of the area where the project will be developed, the
PRDOH has determined that the proposed project will have no effect (NE) on the Puerto Rican
harlequin butterfly due to the lack of suitable habitat and the designated critical habitat for the
species is approximately 15,052 feet from the proposed project site.

The Service acknowledges receipt of the NLAA DKey consistency letter for the Puerto Rican boa.
As per the conservation measures (updated conservation measures enclosed), please note that if a
Puerto Rican boa is encountered during the project activities, it should not be captured. If a boa
needs to be moved out of harm s way, the Puerto R-ico Department of Natural and Environmental
Resources (PRDNER) should be contacted for safe capture and relocation of the animal. If
immediate relocation is not an option, project-related activities in the area where the boa is found
must stop until it moves out of harm's way on Its own.

As for the Puerto Rican harlequin butterfly, the Service acknowledge receipt ofPRDOH's NE

determination. Currently, we do not have any information to refute that determination. Because
PRDOH made a NE determination, PRDOH is not required to conduct formal or informal section 7
consultation with the and the Service is not required to concur with PRDOH's NE determination.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project. If you have any questions or require
additional information, please contact us via email at Caribbean es(rt),fws.gov or by phone at (786)
244-0081.

Sincerely,

Dig latt/ signed by LOUROES
MEHA
Da'e: 202^.0?.12 16:41:1 \ •WW
Adolw Aaobat k-erston:
20?3.003.20470

Lourdes Mena
Acting Field Supervisor

drr

Enclosure: Puerto Rican boa conservation measures

ec:

Susan Fischer, SWCA



aviso publico
Ana Rna( y &pfead6n ftitfca de uru

AcftUad ftopuesU in unhuwtel

BB'A l^rtrai temos
Pfi-RGWWB

t'sfrToites te pates irtt(£sa^ gNpos e rrf'A^jus

Este ?.-so ricff^a (^ d te^ftimmto de la \t/«ria <fe fteto Rai (^.wda, m ajebfte)
ow^kts ws e/^w^ ssgun <f^k? b Chfen Efscifea raan de xwh con te fis^iTiifto
* HUD en 14CR) SSM SA<^e C • KMKfrna^ ^ h3Kr<)°temii^oo^ sct^e ef rre^*)
\»h fs.niik y b pdccoto <te hur«^s U sAitel esii sA-sfuonsA cm tnite (9
ftoyyna ftena^f Agxcb (fe Pfi • fy'ivJhn Utwu y Ri^l <fJbseof/i w\ thys fwa d
teyrolo Comnteici - RKWWW yite Dsrois JCOSC-D^ nwrefo ite ajb.wiin
B.nW72«a y B.&DD.72^(i01 B piiecto pafusSo, P!MKfiWffl% sti bdMfa en b
(aTetn PR-TB ien U bdTO Qisbrad^ serttf Cu«ta frin*, nu^ PR 00(961
tw^f^SWSSSS. -ffiSMi (n uru pacdi 6s J?0] w» El po/<to n*/^ b rifaTttSn y
e.fswin d? wa <BU c-Ei^'A b ifBtibain de un po»<te ^ia y rr^va y f^pi^iin de w
s^mu fe (tobjoin ite ^A mdLf^<* b rctibdi^ (te uy WM tonba cfeagua Mtire ira
ffey'cnn ^ rcwEtoynw/istiwaiAajiAUcwa es h un<a artiAlid (felp<^to<fefttrade
un hwrf^ La <^ca &istefits (fj° ctfia a b l*'y iy t'ff?^ & b pfope<^ ^ [effrffeiada (w
ui\a u(ca de clanAfs (fc pOss an estxai de KCTO (te S y 6 pt-s ds akuT, (fefftxferdci (fe b
[KW^^ qos se &fen^ 1 pi (te pfcfcrrfdsd y Ktan ^Bdsdai a 8 pa (te ifaanca La tero
sgMbiYni'.Kikb pye^yrateitedi b parffihTyfitSrt % iwflayin panes (feuni
cffca wsj^fs q-j» atertsa te i'asi art'd ywoyu de b pcofitetel Krigwo (te te stos
iwfXft rA*(ii^ Un hjrwte) rl'arfio WQ ^ teca en c^fo s^oy« ^yait's (fe b pyofe
i^jWb te f«» ncroea^ esq Mes&cw ^ W^ aprofln*la cfe 0X043 MK <te b cpca q^H
se cocuertw ctirtro <y c-M <^ci?s^ <fe e=ti turndl Los tamesfels ahuceren y fkryi
egA ta [^ popvoon bw^ (fe f«iucc>^ d^ r^ (te n^»y% a) Answai (i ;su3 (te
bs nntov^ y ffcar bs a^-^ ^^V'^•B^ Ta'nh^ twi riae'Ueme^ pfcdjdjw
yotjg^amerte y ^ento in ecosstgflu *»M ^ ure ihyrii^ [te ^
^ea (fe hw£<tel % wcijWM en la [iSgi'ni lid h.wtyi) Htswdi de tiuindste ai
ta!KJt/,S(y'ifre^'AiTn»^$?A\etlafxte^fi5ir?'feftfe<re(f)er/

\^w^ ly a>r»^^ te s$j's^es ikOT3t^y fi^<to (fe fft^xion i tww p^ rmirr^i
1» nnr.pwoi xt^rios y resta'jw y pwvA- te vduK ft)iur:jesy ber^wsos [1) utKef d pqecto
diwo <y hunwy p) leoyshff h cerca CT ct^s i-eM & h pupri^ (3) d u» * rre'Eriites
ttewJws pM tsstfa, y [4j ro torrar ni^jiy awion ffeWGtnri la csia enttfsiftesdsli
pdfnedad requeri fnxSw mfe ^woh[ (9 suAyfxis^bfnpeza de ii?g?t»in qui b aawfad
ictiri la a^ t^ii ccro FnASd fwywd gy^ M b pif>S(tedl (w 1) ^ (tete rodw uda
fe jwali dd scfci'^fc to es p^te tecy ^o CT cftiw d humAI rtoifla pff enfe. fKoretw
)a?fcaCTCtwlfe6Sitebpcp'edadrueur^iitenc':f.9wyiSewBdc(ictus}(terr^.eri*s
iteW^pOTCW^^otecaysifJsroFem^dft^di^Hin^actefwethumfelLiK
n^'<i^ setosyiadw pfa b wo, bs posus t(i T, te estasi (te h'sro y el ^rfae d* fA^
pcp](cw^ h fi^ pote<^ PN te irw^det ddonu rn'irtw f^riTftai (f-ii e! a?ja
fsse a b?A <ti b Kfd De ro tnmr Ki>is\ d sAitante no ie<A»i3 fcndos tefetite FOT
[ipwclone^ fr^»Ky B^^ (tel r>ig^ ^cta ecKfite En cawcueK^ es (»1? (^R d
xtdsrtew pueAi fKupn' ywth» 1) pratjcdfin ^«^ ?wb ac^tlal (fat'o <tel
buw<y fce b ^arui^ seforiaw^ % irtza^ bs »?^os di bs estsas eiistertes [A3 no
f6cte ft».a patutieooK y estc^ esfBcate a 3p?:'fre<fafTWte 8 p'^ perirti^
igyaddhumedilpasi^MSdibafci S'Mgy'inbjfns^«picticndsgest<in,c«nal3
gesKft ika^ (^ s^ b ifT(teT»rt»6oyd martcfiriwto* rretfass fc ccr^
yb sednwodlny b est^taA'fi <fs) smb fOT innmai bsp^fet Inrifeaw w te hiiwtete
Si ha log^i d o^&wfflo (fe (o<to te pix^ffii^os ^^ate y bate * protecd&i <te
hweS&i

VwnSs rwAi bs atefreL;;5i pw arstrur en d bmwyy deteKT^S que no cuenti 00
itoMl'^ pia^ 1^ (txurftiftedin swber^ i^ ftyewa d cuwp^v^o * to pssa
(fe b CVden ^ecut'ra IB901 ^aa dsp^ii py) repK&in, f^iain y v^otjw^ <te parti (td
pjfctW (fe tff S^O'J*t W d (KR? y (jaa frf»<fa CT d i^jnw pfc^ ictire rKibo (fe
wrenorosifeeaea.ia

Esti ?w fenaus ^^'-jK |WCF^ Rfl-e^ bs pOTotW q.'ii puecfen WM iteiadaa py
^.ifedes m d hunedil yaqy^ i^s ten^ h^^CT b p?<tscc^ d^ yntfeft^ r^ird iteten
i»? b cpcrtijAjy * ^K» sus inquttxte y pck? in?OTWCT ^a caas iroi Se^^
un poyam ate>^ fe a^ pi^K (XiKb sw uru importiots hfflamferta (te e^jcwin
putta. La (['itjgedindi irftmwiiinysitoud da ccfneftyoi sohehynayes pK(tefediary
m^]m«^QS<^^fwis'^\K?'^6sr^sKS/x»^c^hw3ssis^y
iti'w^ <te eaa Aai espec^ Tffi^ ainu rra*^ (fe justeia, cuanfc d gcUw^
d^cmy^ p^^ w aa±resu&*ls en d hurwl^ (^s irfenr^eti) qwies fwJai ssr
e.pja2os a ui nes^i m?iW o snta d pfWifte

V-.mii wafyyi tatos bs anwnti-jos f&A*ta w o Mes <yw ifejtio * N24. Pu»iiai Eff/Ar
te cOT^iiariix cb Evny ^<<^ a b sigiwti (fcffri^ Ctepartamm'd (fe b V^er^
K<s. Kf'03 3wi C Owteo MAi EW aewli Bartxs^ ffa FiSSrs, Pfi &»»S4El, Uendon
linuyyEteri^t^ EspcTOfeta w tWwxs yCLTT^tfffeKoJtfiteiid Uiy itecrpdSn COT^)
(^ p^o e^ deponye sf puy<u fCT [ate!n (fe &30 am a W) fun ai d te(iatm»ft*i0 d? b
\iw>lad6pLiirt()R<XtedfA]'jenCCoritedO^A,6(ST^wl3 febix^ ffaRedf^ PflCffi'a 0
twvso psn otanef rfc((n»in es {Wfn'rSH ec. y.U (cmoAenty/a, tmitoBSn pjeifen
w/s te WMWW a \\wda ptf rwto Etewiwo a BimmwiteN^rf^nJi pgn

fechilcb)iod6;a2->

public notice

f^r^:':
tja

^eostyc Af OejKrtsflBflo <te 1] \ycdli Autmudo f» b Ofona (fel Cmt'ibf
EktodOCE-£A-202HW?6

Fiultto&eand Putfc E>ilauticn(ia
Proposed tetwtyin a ?tbnd

32yd.il.lirtoizRa>us
?RS/W22

Ta U htefstid Part'^G'oups i IrAidu^

Ife is to y.° note (hit the Puerto Rod Di^'trnat cf ttaB-ig {PftDOH] te (BfriKted a-i
e^tja&n B le^J'd tytte E^uAeOrder iWitin Xdydi-ra';Ah H'JDfeg'A&ns at 2<CTR
SS20 Sutxwt C • ftOCKtjii to t.y-iry KiCTMBtiws on Roodpbn (&'ti3smsfit vd t'Ktyds
ftcEoKn Ifc ^.f/ e firidaj in^f U-e CormKr^ De^iywrt Etek fry.t - Cfe^tcf
few^'fCreCi^f^wFfi Utsv^^J^oiws^cgw&^fii/TtoB-THW-TKWI
yd WW-71W\ Th; frosw&J pft^t. fKWtfMW K bca-ed at Pfi-37S Rwj to 2iL
Quetnfe Vfe'4 CuestaGwds Swtor.^cai PfiOOfiSat cwiffli.teia06SS8i«em<in a
ySShve perol The po^ct inAitetiii fefa'r vA e-pinaondin BBtlng fefi^ irffitecw c/a
^ervj^ydtpg'atea^i^FOfa^ads^tiifen^OT.txfadrig'instAt'iincfan&w
\s5t» p'jrp on a tcwete f«) yd iw M'ef Inei TT-i fefKe b the yfy pn^d rf^ wtti'n a
\?tl^Tts eAiing f^CT tha nre ibng the pfcpcfty I re'*ii te fifbsd kitii a byted wn Isrce
wthi-insutes tha a-^ Sand 6feelt4 (feftfiirjg cfl Usnd'^ ttel etend 1 foot <tepyd ye
spaced Sfstijsrt. The feficeihlUMfWid tiourdawafrfend'dii tha sril'e pfftet Pzrtsdcn
eiist'ng fence tRt ni\ thragh Ihe w.1'31 a'rf southcentfd a?^of(hepccferty «9 Ao be
rifted Kyie rf Ihs ^s fe^Ai g^ihg A p,°rffi wsfeid crosses tfw fence ri foir [Hl'ifcrt
w£w& d tte pycet ir^jifjfig thii ncrtTAesiw, eastem friJ a^i)Kasiem pA-i^ liit^ng
cfliro^^/ftWS was rf ^ ^ce OT v,t^ fe mapiwf aa of tte wteii V,ytei* *x?
and to vffs, pwAfrij F'ood ri* tvSmAw tewfy ty swing fari w» wd Ftffinj stomWBr
and wse/sfi.^vi ;ia rot^/byajKalypc^xiw.suRwtiTg adwwKi^teiTifa
a'litxnjaWiohsn.sfcn and &ja.1hsv<tfyidinihe pfcjectyycntef^Xid in thet^&fd
Wshnds Ifia&r/at h^^Ayfl>y^m?^goA.?tfef^i()Oi^et^iifeflys)c^

PffiCti has ansteed tha fclbrt:iq df^rocijK afld frft'^tiai mi»jfa to be Izlai to frin'm'M
atf^TO irpcts ^ to rsttri ^ psew n^^ iri ba^tet^t^s ((teay ^s pcsect w^ii
ths vjsfe^ ff iKurBturt tte bw ii oUw cfNi d tte prop&t/R use cf itcrotfiC feodng
iwjyds, and (4j u'«e no ectjOft tewi&uaiig the fww in tther KEK of y^ ptopaty wM
r^i nxidi mere yix^ d'aurtyice ini pctWL'd'jegctK.'w d?y:ng ttei ^curerit M,^
Ite purpoM d UK faia 6 to ^ uBfe ori the pfoperty, M it must enofcfe tfs apffc^t's Efitw
^cd k is rd FossUi b(ki tte w^jt htefserting the [wrira wtbr4 teifoe tte s not a
foatAfe SsWHi tittfft^Aefawig mi'aiib v^fi cu^daril but fendng thtidces (Mt dM
tre fwc/^^ ^<xAJ h-^ ^ v^ibrxl Its »kdri irateri* fof ibe feKe,t-p35t^ iw state
sd bated wi, v/1 [TOAte the to paect'on fy th; ^ftont's n'fnits v.tife ala^ing wstsr to
faa frfujsfi ^e faK& ? no action is t^ai. ite if^cart wJd rwt (ewrt fetesl hncfr^ for
fipa'n irgrate and €>:f»'safl to thi bis6>g ayftftifit h,'sif»& ConsarxT^ the tfifftyit
ms/ wJL bi ey* to reco.ff ind cOTrue ^ricdanl poAjcfcn. tKaifig tfie act'.'ty wthin the
v^bf^J «K the scfected AHna^Ae eusyy sute t-ds w1 te used to arid fav<fatytanca
^ wl te sp^^ ^ipG-flB^i'S f?et ipart. sto\-:na wtod M'es td fws Uwjg?) the fenca
Bel nwiagCTsnt [ncfes.sudi as pcpff ste imsv^m^ iirftwist^w yri ny'ntenaxe flf
ETOurt ?6 WSlWtlfW WUd IWMfA, se^ »1 sta9Ktw ^ te fc*w«j to mftrriw
powniil h-pxis tov<dk'A Ccfr^few rAh i) ita>< sri twl f<tlafri prdgrion pxe<t/es has
bKnecfeal

PHX^ hKr»rfji:ri theAfrefttttobuUi^ii^wt^ »-'d h&sitete-ffiLMdthati his no
prxfebb itoWw. Erw'.'yimentil ffes ttet (bunin; wnptaw wth sttfs 3 ^o^h 6 c( the
&mA\e Onte t!990 y? ff^yfe to putt'c nspecfen. f?A?A' yid coftirg ufCT ifqwst ct ihe
KKS and batw <fetne;-Kd in te list pa^fsph of UK ncto fcf isa^'tofccmreris.

There ss th'w pnwy purpcses fcf ttc rofce First, pwtfe v.bl Fiwy Ie aftesd tyacA'tes fl tte
i1.^^ ^ thQM ^tu ta< CT irte^ ii ths prcucto tf the Mtiri en.wmwt *oiJd be y;ei
an cfporttftty to opKS Uw COTMTS and pnwfe irftfrretnfl itouttfiese MKS fewidlyi
ateluaceputh ncfce proysffl cai be m srfwwi. pittcedjcatwtoctthidssenwaton cf
ir&fme&n vd KfW. faf piAtc comnBf.t ^)out w(Ainls can frite'i and (rtera Fedail
e?^ to FnijM fe rys and iTpscts assod^'ed w? (hi ocaipBtq and mc^cition of ttsse
tpscsf yys Ihfdl il a fratterd fe'fT^'^hin th? F?3l gAwn-^ntdite TU^M itwl [^tidfete
n Mia.st^-Ag ptoe hftswfendl t must rAnn thai? nho nuy b? put atsiM'acrccft'wed
sA

MfflCti wl ars<fef d axmWi Rtii'ed w cr b^ai U/H N]4.Wtitten oomi'icrts un te sere
totheUM:ngacttK£hj8toPico£)ipaftniertofH&A(i$S06Bcrbosa fwwi 1'jyiC Cuteo
teA BAfin^ to Pie(tK, R! WSW. /tteni)OT Ura-y VEferi.toreOi tem'ts wd
En^mfd Cc^ina Sp^st A ccmpfete descrfltkfl t( Ite prc^-t is ?AbUi to U» pibfc
^ (?WN (TOT 833 CT U 4£<i pm ^ t^ Pi^o fto Oepytfrert tf Hffl^ 606 fartoa A^nus1,
Iw C Cwfen teA &Afr^. Ro Rcdm PR Cffi'a fte njrto to get irftfliucoi B
fWfflWS) el WH to tte AiWM, wnma-its rre/ ito te Knt to PROOH ty tfnal at
wwmwSv^i'.vftS^i-yi

teyUA»24

^ v.^r--},.^
' WfonCftodngfe Biirgje^Eai
Seotoiy rfthe tepirtmet of Hous'ng

Www) ty Vre W<£ of tne Etsctad
OmptmtEfOCE.SA.MUOOm

AVIS01MPORTANTE

Atenci6n sucesi6n de ENCARNACION RODRIGUEZ IOPEZ
y JANES RODRIGUEZconstitulda par CarlosJavierRamfrez

Otero y/o herederos desconocidos. Comunfquese con el

abogado Walter Alomar Santiago; Tel. (787)225-2842;

direccifin ffsica en Ave. Barbosa #107(A!tos), Catano, PR

00963; direcd6n postal: Box 471, Catano, PR 00963 y email:

walter.atomar.sa ntiago@gmall.com

^IKHKtfAUtP.KH.UUWtyn.

AV1SO POBLICO

Et Munidpio Auliinomo de Vcga Baja, desea nolificark a la

ciudadanfa, segfln requisilo del Dcpartamcnio de Agricultura
Federal (USDA, par sus siglas en ingles), que sc va a s&meter

nna solicitud dc fondos bajo la SeccKm 533 — Progrania de

Preservacldn de Hogaret (tlouslng Preien'ation Grant) para <;!

aflo fiscal 2024.

El Municipio soticilari fondos pur la cantidad de $50,000.00 para

ser ulilizados en la rehabilitacion y/o mejoras de propiedades
privadas en lodas las comunidadcs y sectoKs del M«nicipio de
Vdga Baja, cuyos propietarios son familias de ingrosoi bien bajos

y bajos, que cualifiqiKn de acuerdo con los critcnos citablccidos

pordprograma.

El Municipio de Vcga Baja radicarii su soticihid de participaci6n
en o antes del 29 de julio de 2024, Copia del borrador de la
descripci6n <kl proyecto estari disponible por un periodo de 15
diascalendario,apartird<:cstap«blic,ici6n.

Las personas que deiccn infonnai;i6n adicional al rcspecto y/o

somcter conientarios, pueden comunicarse con el Rcpartamcnto

<k Vivienda al (787) 855-2500 ext. 2801, tambiin par corrco
clecirdnico vtvicnda@vegqbala.gov.pr o visitamos o escribimos
a la direcciin qu< se indlca a continuaci6i>:

Dipanameiito de Vivienda

Calls Baldorioty de Castro
Rsquina Padilla Davila

P.O. Box 4555

Vega Baja, P.R. 00694

HictorL. Ro*ado C/aldtr6n
Director

Autorizado )WF la Oficina del Contrator Elffcloral
OCE-SA-2024-01690

•AffflUl)4)<t.Vcfai,i,Nt<»W4 • (7t7(;M.l«(>)tAl!W • En^t i.nmli^rjit^iylpr

pttHRw<l<i«Mn+I«t4?Ta4Wt|



aviso publico
Aviso PnBminar yRtvisidn Piiblica de una

Actmdad pfopuertaen un hunwdal

EtiardoMaitinezfiamos
PR-RGRW-012H

Para: Todas las paites intefesadas, grupos e indiwduos

Este sww notifica que el Departamento de la Vivienda de Pueno ?w
(Wv;endai, en adebnte) ha determinado que b s-guknte accKn propuesta
bajoe! Pfograma (teMwi Agrfccfa de PuettoRco-Agrkuttura Urbanay
fiural, SubwKi6n en Bk>que para et Desafrolb Comun'rtario- RKupTaciin
ante Desastres (COBC-DR), ndfnero de subwncton 8-)7-OM-72-0001 y
8-18-?-72-0001, se encuentra en un humMlal.Vrienda estafi evatuando e
identflcando altetnativas pricticas para w^siai la accifin piopueita y el
jmpacto potenaal en el humedal delwlo a la acc;6n propuesta, wgw
estabbddo pofbOrden Ejecutiva 11990, tie acuefdo con bs reguhdonesde
HUD en 24 CFK SS20 Subparte C - Procedimient&s para tomif
detefminadones sobre el manejo d? llanuras alwieles y la protecchin de
humedales. El prcyectopropuestoi, Pfi-RCfiW-01232, s^eiKuentra dentfo de
un munkipfo que sufikS daftos debkfo a lo< huracancs kma y Mafia^ y esti
tocal'zado en la carfetera PR-37S km Z^ barrio Quebiadas, sector Cueaa
Grand?, Y.auco,PH00633;c<xHdenad3s18.oeS8S,-6G.8J09, en una parcelada
J7.0I aaea El proi'ecto pfopuesto conaste en la rcpaiadon y expansion de
unacercaexdtentc,tiinst3lati6ndeunpozodea3ua,yiep3fact6nymejoras
de un sistenrw de d-rtribuCHio <te agua, que inchj>'e b instalici6n de una
nuwa bomba de agua sobre una pbtaforma deconcfeioy nuevas ti'neasde
agua. La ceica es la unica acth'-dad def pfcyecto denvo d? un humedal La
cerca eriuente que cone a b laigo de) l;m'rte de (a pfopiedad sefi
reempb;»da par una ixfca de stambre de pdas con estacas de h'erro de 5 a
6 p:es de attma, d?pe<K)iendo de la pendient?, que is ertienden 1 pfe de
wofundkfad y eitin espaciadas a 8 p:es de d.stancia. La cetca seguiri los
[rmKes de la parcel y rodeari toda la parceb. Tambi^n se (eemplaiarin
partesde una rerca ex'istente que atravesa el irea central ynntro-suf de la
proptedad.NingurudeIossitfosrequweuIficaddn.Unhumedalflbfiwfto
cfuza ta c&'ca en cuairo secctooes diferentes de la paiceb, en las panes
nofiKrte, ette y tureste, con un lotel aproo'mado dc 2K,42! pies cuadrados
(Q.OCK9 ac/es) dc la terca quesc encUMitra denlro dc) 3fK> cartografiadade
este humedal Los hunwdafes almawnan yfttran agua.lo que propon:'K>na
berwRaosde reduccidn del ticsgo de inundactones al almaterwre) agua de
(as Entmdsctofws y filirtr las aguas pluviates y Ees!<tuafes. TamWn son
inweiblemwte pfoductivos bici6g'icafncnte y sustentan un ccosistema
diverse paraunaabundanciadeflwayfaunavariadas.Eliwa del hunnedal ie
encuentra en la pigina de National Weilandi kiwntofy en
htt psA'fwtprima ry.wmLUsg&govAwtl a ndAppiAwtlaftd s-mapper/

Este avisotiene tres propdsitos principafcs. En primer bgar, bs personas que
puedan verse afectadas pof las actiwfatfes en cl humedal y aquelos qua
tcngan inteffa en ta pfotecd^n del ambtonte natural deben tenef la
oportun'idad de eicpresar sus inqwetudesy fxwwv inf<xmaci6n sobre estas
areas. Se exhorta a |a comunidad a ofrecef ubiuciOTes altefrws fuera del
humedal mhodos afternos para cumptf el m^$mo propteito ttel picyectoy
rr^todos para mirimfzaf y mittgar las impactos. Segundft un pfograma
adecuado de avisos pubfeos puede set tjna heriamienta impottante para la
educadin pubka. La diwilgaciAn de tnfoffnacidn sobre los humedales
puwte fad tar y msjofaf IM esfueraos fetifafes pw reducir las n'Mgoi e
impactos asoc'ados con la ocupichin y a!tefaci6n de estas zonas especial^
Tefcerq como materia de Justida, cuando el gobtetno fedefal determ'r>n
partkipai enaccfones ubkidasen el humedaldebe informirseto a quiems
puedan ser Npuestosa im nesgo m»,w os;mlafal piesente.

VMsndaconsideraritodoskKComentariosredydoseno antes de 4deabri
de 2024, Pueden ewai ks comentarios de forma impfesa a la ygutente
(liiecdifi: Dcpartamento dc la Vfvfcnda de Puefto ft;co, edifick) Juan C.
Ccxdcfo Divia. 606 a-.-enMa Bafbosa. Ko Kedras, PS OCWB'&W, Atenddn:
IJnury Wtez-Mafrwo, Especialsta en Pefmisos y CumF)im:ento Ambienial.
Una desuipci6n com^eia del proi^cio esti dispon'bta al piiWco para
tevis'in de a30am.a4CTpjn.en el Departamento de la WviendadePuetto
Ww. odificto Juan C Cofdcra Oivila, 606 awnMa Bafbosa, Rto P.edias, Pit
00918, El ndmefo pao obtenec inhxmaciin es f)ffl)m-1Sy) ext 4320. Coflno
alwnativa. tambiin pueden enviar los comentarios a Vn/ienda pof nwfio
elKti6nko a environmentfdbggvMenda.pr.gw.

Fecha: 20de mar2o de 2024

/^^-:.
'LcctOL WilliamO. Rodriguez Rodrfguez
Scuetano del Dcpattsrrwnto de la VMcnda

Autorirado por la Ofo'na del Oontiabr
Ek<toral OCE-SA-2023-CXW76

public notice
Eaity Notice and PubfH: Review of a

PioposedActhiitylna Wettind

Ebardo Maft'nei Ramos
PR.RCfiW-0>?32

To: ? Interested Paile^Cfoups&lrKfwduals

Thif is togive not:ce that the Puoto Rico Depaitment of Haui.:ng (PRDOH)
h^s determined that the fotowing proposed actioi under Uic Re-Cicw
Puerto Rtco Urban-Ruial Agrfcuhure PiogMfn, Community Dwetapment
Block Crant-DisatterReccwtytCDBC-OR), Grant number B-I7-DM-72-0001
and B-18-DP-7Z-0001, isfocated witWn a wetland PfiDOH wll bekteMify'ng
and ev3luatir>g practicable aliernalives to kicatiftg the actionln the wetbnd
and the fotent^al impacts on the wetEand from the proposed actton, as
required by the Executi^ Order 11990, in aaofdancewth HUD reguhtions
at 2^ CFfl SS-20 Subpart C Pfoc^dures for Making Detefminatfons on
Ooodplatn Mafygcment and Protection of V/etl a nds. The pfoposed pfoiect,
Pft-RCOW-OIUii, Is with'n a mun'cip^ity ttith stiuctures damaged b/
HuiricanesifmaandM3f)'sandit'sk)catedatPR-375R&adf<m25,Quet;radas
Ward, Cuesta Crande SectcH, Vaucoi, PR 00698; cooidinates 18.06S88.
-66A309, on a 37.03 wes parcel The propo'sed piojett consists in the repatf
andeKpansiortoFanCiustingfCTsw.instaltat'ionofaw'atefVi'cI.andiepaifing
and upgrading awatef distiibution qstem, whkh indude the instatlatton of
a nswwatef pump on a concrete pad and WMWSW lines.. The fence Is the
ofity project actmty v.'ithin a wetland. The existing fence that runs akmg th6
ptopei ty Ine \vfll be replaced wth a baibedwie fence wth iron state that
are £• to 6-feel tail depending on the iftcline, that extend 1-footdwp and are
spa csdB-feetapart. The fentewjlfolow parcel boy ftdar'ies and wllsttf(t>.tnd
the entire parwl Parts of an eristEng fence Uut run through lh« central and
soulh-cenlral afeas of the pfopert/ wll abo be teplaced. Hone of the sites
require gmling. A riverine n'etland erodes the fence in four different
sectuns of the pared, in the northwestefn, eaaern, and southeastern paitSi
tool ng approximately 21U21 squafe fwt [0.0049 acies) of the fence w thin
(tie mapped area of this wetland. V/eliandsstofe and (Dterwatef.pfomfng
ftood risk teductton benefits by storing ftood Mtw and fikering stofm-mtw
and waitewaur.Th^y are also incfedib^biotog'icaly producthre, supporting
a cfiwse eco^stem forartaburrianceofva rfous ftora arxifauna-Thev.'eUand
In the protect area can be found at National V/el!ands Imentory at
https/ffwsprima ry.wm usg^g (niht-lfa nd^ppsAwtb ndMnapper/.

Thweaie three primary purposes (Of this notfce. FiKt,peOF(ewhomaybe
effected b/ activities in (lie wetland and those nbo have an interest in the
pfotection of the natural enwmmefil shoiAd be grrtn an opportunity to
expfess their concarns and prowfe information about these aieas.
ComTienters ere encouraged toofferalteinalw Sites outside of the wetland,
alternative meihods to serve the same pwject puipose, and methods to
m'nimfee and mitigate Impacts. Second, an adequate pubtc notice pfogram
can be an important puUic educational tool The disssfni nation of
informatkin and request for puy'c comment about the wetlawts can
facilitate and enhance Fedsral efforts to reduce the itste and innpacts
associatMf w'th the cccupancyand modificatkm of these specia) areas. Third,
as a matter of fairness, when the Federal gwernment deteimifws it w'l
paOiclpatein actions taking place in (he wetland, it must infwm those who
may be put at greats w cwt'nued ri^<-

PRDOH wll cons:def all comments receftied on of tefote Apfi) <, WH.
Writien comments can be s&nt to the following address Puerto Rico
Oepattfnent of Hous'ng, 606 Baibosa Awnue, Juan C. Cwttero Di\F1a
BuMing, Rto Piedtas, Pfl 00919-M61, Attentkxv limary Wtez-Marrefoi.
Peimits acd Environmental Cofnpliancc Spcdatst, A complete description
of the project is ava'labk to the public fof foviewfrom 8-JO am to 4W pm at
the Puedo RKO Department of Housing, 606 Sartxna Avenue, Juan C.
Qxdero DAfla BuiMing. Rk> Piedras, PR 0091& Tlw numbef to get
infornui'ion is p87)2'74-2S;7 cxt U2a In the ^leinatfve.cwnmcnts nrtay alw
besenttoraDOHbyem^tatcnvifOnmentc<fb9@-Afef>da.pr^(W.

Date: March 20,2024

^^^•:
Wffafri 0. Rodrfguez Rodrfguor.Esq.
Seaetary of the Department of Hwis'ng

Authoffeed h/lhe Ofiiceofthe Efcctofal
Comptrolef OCE.SA.20ZKB076

(ASG)i | AVISO PUBLICO
AOM!NISTRACl6H DE SERVICIOS GENEflAlES

Reglamento de la Academia de
Adiestramiento y Educacion Continua de
la Admintstradtfn de Servidos Generates
La Admlnlsbadin d( Swyldoi 6en«a[« t'ASG') de (Oflformldad con la
Se«Mn2.1d<laltyHOm.38-2017,tonod()atomo*l(ydeP(0{(dimie(in>
Admtnlstrativo Unif&rme del Gobiemo de Pueito Ri(o', publka tste
anufKto para promutgafet Reglamento de la Academia de AdieitBmiento
y Educaddn ConUnua de ta Adminkt(ad6n de Senkioi (rtnenles.

La base Isgal pan promuigaf d legliminto antet (nenuonaA) suig?,
idemji, en viitud dtl Arllmto 11 de (i ley 71-2019, iNiun (nmendadi,
cofiooda como'ley de la Adnitnitlratiin de Sfivkku Generaln pata la
CentraliucKn (k iai Compris del Cobtefno de Puerto Rico de 2019', ta
cual ditpww qu; la ASC purie adopttf, (nmernbi y dtrogar rqlinwntoi
paia (umplii con (ai diipoAkinti de eita Ity y tualttqultia otfii \Vftt
apliubles.

Las pcfwnai inttffiadds en emitif ((Hnentariot pot esdito podrin
hacerio, denlro del Uimino de tftinla (30) dfat sfguientn a la puMkaodn
de erte ariio, de la liguiente maneo: (a) personalmtnte, durantt dlas
liborablB(nhoraftode8.00ama11:30amyd?1230fmta4ffl)jHn,entl
ftntro Gubtrnamentaf Minilliii.Totie Horte, Rso 13,0fi(ini de Asuntw
tegaln en San Juan, Puerto Rko; (b) al «>Heo (lettthilco:
teglamentoigatg-pt.gw; (() maliantt ((HIM poital a la tlguttnte
dlr«<t6fl: Ofidna de Aiuntos legaln, AdminfstjadAi de Swridos
Gsntraln, PO Box 11249 Sin Juan, ftft. W)W. El teglamtnto propuuto
pu«fe obltiwse auediendo a la piglru web www.aig.pr.gov.

l«(a. Karta G.Mtxado Rivtn
Administradora y Frinwf Oficial
de Comprai de! Gobiemo d( Puerto Rico

Autoriiado pot la Ofidna del Cwitrafor [Iwtofa!
OCE-SA.2024-OSS48

Restaurants De Comldaa Cfiollas

LSnMeJorwCMtllla* • La BBQ

N& 7&7-544-4919

»uiu> M(I [OTWUIEB IT nustuca
fttidt;id^ton^n (piiywy |
ccwoiT un ncfficna n u*iiu lu ir



GOVERNMENT OF PUERTO RICO
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
Executive Director  |  Carlos A. Rubio Cancela  |  carubio@prshpo.pr.gov

Tuesday, April 23, 2024

269 Avenida Ponce de Leon, San Juan, PR, 00917

Lauren B Poche

SHPO-CF-04-12-24-05 PR-RGRW-01232 (Yauco), Elizardo Martinez Ramos

Dear Ms. Poche,

Our Office has received and reviewed the above referenced project in accordance with 54
U.S.C. 306108 (commonly known as Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act)
and 36 CFR Part 800: Protection of Historic Properties.

Our records support your finding of no historic properties affected for this undertaking.
Please note that should you discover other historic properties at any point during project
implementation, you should notify the SHPO immediately. If you have any questions
regarding our comments, please do not hesitate to contact our Office.

State Historic Preservation Officer

Carlos A. Rubio Cancela

Sincerely,

CARC/GMO/ MB

787.721.3737 oech.pr.gov

Cuartel de Ballajá (Tercer Piso), Calle Norzagaray, Esq. Beneficencia, Viejo San Juan, PR 00901 | PO Box 9023935, San Juan, PR 00902-3935
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April 12, 2024 

 

Carlos A. Rubio Cancela 

State Historic Preservation Officer  

Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office  

Cuartel de Ballajá (Tercer Piso) 

San Juan, PR 00902-3935 

 

 

Puerto Rico Disaster Recovery, CDBG-DR Re-Grow PR Urban-Rural Agricultural (Re-Grow PR) Program 

Section 106 NHPA Effect Determination Submittal - SHPO ID: 07-03-23-01 - PR-RGRW-01232 – Elizardo 

Martinez Ramos – Barrio Quebradas de Yauco Carr. 375 Km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, Puerto Rico 

– No Historic Properties Affected 

 

 

Dear Architect Rubio Cancela,  

 

In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations, 36 

CFR Part 800, HORNE is providing information for your review and requesting your concurrence regarding the 

above-referenced projects on behalf of the Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH). On February 9, 2018, 

an allocation of Community Development Block Grant - Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) funds was approved by the 

United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) under the Federal Register Volume 83, No. 

28, 83 FR 5844, to assist the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico in meeting unmet needs in the wake of Hurricanes 

Irma and Maria. On August 14, 2018, an additional $8.22 billion recovery allocation was allocated to Puerto Rico 

under the Federal Register Volume 83, No. 157, 83 FR 40314. With these funding allocations, the Puerto Rico 

Department of Housing (Housing) aims to lead a comprehensive and transparent recovery for the benefit of Puerto 

Rico residents.  

 

On behalf of PRDOH and the subrecipient, the Puerto Rico Department of Agriculture, HORNE is re-initiating 

consultation for activities proposed by Elizardo Martinez Ramos located at Barrio Quebradas de Yauco Carr. 375 

Km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, in the municipality of Yauco due to a change in the project scope. Consultation for 

the proposed project was initiated in July of 2023 for the following proposed activities: repair of existing fencing, 

installation of a 5x5 foot concrete slab, and the installation of 180 ft of new underground waterlines. In a letter 

dated July 13, 2023, the Puerto Rico SHPO office concurred that a finding of no historic properties affected was 

appropriate for the above-described undertaking. Consultation is being reinitiated due to substantial changes in 

the scope of work for the project. These changes include: changes in location and scope of fence repairs, addition 

of areas of new fencing, addition of a new water well, change in the location of the proposed concrete pad, change 

in the proposed route of the below ground water lines, and the addition of a new cistern and galvanized roof. 
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Based on the submitted documentation, the Program requests a concurrence that a finding of no historic 

properties affected is appropriate for this proposed project.  

 

Please contact me by email at lauren.poche@horne.com or phone at 225-405-7676 with any questions or 

concerns. 

 

Kindest regards,  

 

Lauren Bair Poche, M.A. 

Architectural Historian, EHP Senior Manager 

LBP/JLE 

 

Attachments 

mailto:lauren.poche@horne.com
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Section 106 NHPA Effect Determination 

Applicant: Elizardo Martinez Ramos 

Case ID: PR-RGRW-01232 City: Yauco 
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Project Location: Barrio Quebradas de Yauco Carr. 375 Km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, 
P.R. 00698 
Project Coordinates: (as provided by applicant during field visit) 
Cistern: 18.065771, -66.830808 
Fence: 18.064769, -66.831857 
Galvanized Roof: 18.0657, -66.830778 
Water Well: 18.066378, -66.830596 
Below ground water line: 18.066042, -66.830706 
TPID (Número de Catastro): 337-000-009-57-001 
Type of Undertaking: 
☒ Substantial Repair/Improvements
☒ New Construction
Construction Date (AH est.): ca. 1984 Property Size (acres): 37.03 acres total 

Cistern: 0.001794 acre (78 sq. ft) 
Fence: 0.149248 acre (6501 sq ft) 
Galvanized Roof: 0.009183 acre (400 sq ft) 
Water Well: 0.000646 acre (28 sq ft) 
Below ground water line: 0.006 acre (240 sq ft) 

SOI-Qualified Architect/Architectural Historian: Caitlin Mee, MHP 
Date Reviewed: February 1, 2024 
SOI-Qualified Archaeologist: Delise Torres Ortiz, M.A. 
Date Reviewed: January 18, 2024. 

In compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the 
Program is responsible for identifying historic properties listed in the NRHP and any properties 
not listed that would be considered eligible for listing that are located within the geographic 
area of potential effects (APE) of the proposed project and assessing the potential effects 
of its undertakings on these historic properties.  

Project Description (Undertaking) 

Consultation for Case PR-RGRW-01232 (SHPO ID: 07-03-23-01) was initiated in July of 2023 for 
the following proposed activities: repair of existing fencing, installation of a 5x5 foot 
concrete slab, and the installation of 180 ft of new underground waterlines. In a letter dated 
July 13, 2023, the Puerto Rico SHPO office concurred that a finding of no historic properties 
affected was appropriate for the above-described undertaking. Consultation is being 
reinitiated due to substantial changes in the scope of work for the project. These changes 
include: changes in location and scope of fence repairs, addition of areas of new fencing, 
addition of a new water well, change in the location of the proposed concrete pad, 
change in the proposed route of the below ground water lines, and the addition of a new 
cistern and galvanized roof. 
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The proposed project includes the repair and expansion of an existing fence, installation of 
a water well, and upgrades and repair of a water distribution system, including installation 
of a new water pump on a concrete pad and new water lines.  

The new water well will be 6 inches (in) wide and water from the well will run to an existing 
concrete cistern (18.065771, -66.830808; 32 ft northwest of the existing storage container) to 
the cattle corral (9 ft west of the existing storage container) through underground pipes 1.5 
in wide and 1 ft deep. Water distribution improvements will involve installing a 5 ft by 5 ft 
concrete slab that extends a maximum of 2 ft deep for the new water pump and 300 linear 
feet (LF) of new underground water lines that extend 1 ft deep. The slab will be adjacent to 
the water well.  

The existing fence that runs along the property line will be replaced with a barbed wire 
fence with iron stakes that are a maximum of 6 ft tall, depending on the incline, that extend 
1 ft deep and are spaced approximately 4 ft to 10 ft apart based on the needs of the 
topography. The fence will follow parcel boundaries and encircle the entire parcel. Parts of 
an existing fence along the central and south-central areas of the property will also be 
replaced. There is a riverine wetland that runs through the north-central and eastern parts 
of the parcel, so to minimize potential adverse impacts the applicant will construct the 
fence with materials that have minimal footprint (t-posts, stakes, and barbed wire) and can 
not only withstand floodwaters but will also allow the floodwaters to enter and exit at will 
while still allowing for full functionality of the fence. None of the sites require grading. 

An electrical connection is required for the water pump. Aboveground cables will connect 
the electrical meter to the water pump 190 LF northeast. Electrical connections are not 
included in the Intended Use of Grant Funds.  

No tree clearing is required for construction, but the project will involve ground disturbance 
and minimal vegetation removal. The applicant owns the property and currently uses it 
for agricultural use; therefore, no acquisition or conversion is required.  

Although the construction of a new concrete cistern and purchase of a galvanized roof 
for the cattle corral are not covered under the current grant, the proposed locations of 
the new cistern and new galvanized roof are presented below in both the Area of 
Potential Effects (APE) mapping and documented through photographs. The IUGF only 
covers the repair and expansion of an existing fence, installation of a water well, and 
upgrades and repair of a water distribution system, including installation of a new 
water pump on a concrete pad and new water lines.
Area of Potential Effects 

As defined in 36 CFR §800.16(d), the area of potential effects (APE) is the geographic 
area or areas within which an undertaking may directly or indirectly cause changes 
in the 
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character or use of historic properties if any such properties exist. Based on this definition 
and the nature and scope of the Undertaking, the Program has determined that the direct 
APE for this project is the location of the concrete slab, a fence, and the new underground 
water lines plus a 15-meter horizontal buffer to allow for some variation in final placement 
during construction and the visual APE is the viewshed of the proposed project. 

Identification of Historic Properties - Archaeology 

Existing information on previously identified historic properties has been reviewed to 
determine if any such properties are located within the APE of this undertaking. The review 
of this existing information by a Program contracted archaeologist meeting the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards (36 CFR Part 61) who searched the 
records at the SHPO and the Instituto de Cultura Puertorriqueña which shows that there are 
no reported archaeological materials within a half-mile (mi) radius of the project location. 
Three (3) archaeological evaluations and one (1) survey of cultural resources have been 
conducted within the 0.5 mi review radius with no cultural resources found. The closest 
survey conducted is SHPO#02-28-94-07 at 0.00 mi (0.01 kilometers [km]) east of the project 
location according to the SHPO quadrangular map, which is an archaeological 
investigation on highway PR-375. The archaeological evaluation SHPO#0-01-09-02, located 
at 0.26 mi southeast, was part of the effort to pave the community roads at the Barrios 
Aguas Blancas and Quebrada sponsored by the Housing and Urban Development 
Department (HUD). SHPO#10-09-15-01, at 0.29 mi south from the project location, was 
funded by the CDBG Program to repair multiple local roads throughout the community. The 
CDBG also sponsored the rehabilitation of houses according to SHPO#07-11-16-03 at 0.40 
mi north from the project location. 

The proposed project is located on the southern coastal plains at an elevation of 704 feet 
(ft; 214 meters [m]) above mean sea level. Per the USGS/NRCS Web Soil Survey, the project 
area crosses four (4) mapped soil series: DsD (Descalabrado clay, 12 to 20 percent slopes); 
DsF (Descalabrado clay, 20 to 60 percent slopes); SdD (San German cobbly clay loam, 5 to 
20 percent slopes); SdF (San German cobbly clay loam, 20 to 60 percent slopes). The project 
area APE is in the rural mountain east region of the Municipio Yauco. The general project 
area is on gentle slopes surrounded by dense forested vegetation with sparse residences 
west, north, and east. The residences are situated alongside highway PR-375 moving south, 
where the terrain becomes less steep. The closest freshwater source is a tributary of Río 
Yauco located 0.05 mi (0.08 km) which crosses the property northwest to south of the project 
area. The south coast is approximately 5.47 mi (8.81 km) from the project area.   
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Identification of Historic Properties - Architecture 

Existing information on previously identified historic properties has been reviewed to 
determine if any such properties are located within the APE of this undertaking. The review 
of this existing information, by a Program contracted Historic Preservation Specialist meeting 
the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards (36 CFR Part 61) shows 
that the project area is not within the boundaries of the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP)-eligible /listed or Traditional Urban Center / Historic District. 

The general setting of the area is heavily forested and set on a mountain ridge. The single-
family dwelling is located approximately 200 feet south of the roadway. The area directly 
around the building consists of manicured grass with scattered mature trees. Historically, 
based on historic aerials from 1977, the area was not largely populated until after the 1980s. 
It is likely, based on information gathered in the field and through the review of aerials and 
extant architecture, the building was constructed ca. 1984. 

Determination 

The following historic properties have been identified within the APE: 

• Direct Effect:
o None

• Indirect Effect:
o None

Based on the results of our historic property identification efforts, the Program has 
determined that no previously identified historic properties are located within or adjacent 
to the proposed project Area of Potential Effect.. The project area is not within or adjacent 
to the boundaries of a National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)-eligible or listed historic 
district or Traditional Urban Center. There are no reported archaeological materials or 
significant cultural properties within a half-mile radius of the proposed project location. No 
known archaeological sites or NRHP listed/eligible historic properties are within or adjacent 
to the property or the parcel in which the Area of Potential Effect of case PR-RGRW-01232 
is located. The closest freshwater body is approximately 0.05 mi (0.08 km) which crosses the 
property northwest to south of the project area. The size of the proposed project activities 
is very small (0.161 acre total) and construction of public roads, residential structures, and 
agricultural infrastructure has impacted the surrounding terrain. Therefore, no historic 
properties will be affected by the proposed project activities. 
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Recommendation (Please keep on same page as SHPO Staff Section) 

The Puerto Rico Department of Housing requests that the Puerto Rico SHPO concur that the 
following determination is appropriate for the undertaking (Choose One): 

☒ No Historic Properties Affected 
☐ No Adverse Effect 
 Condition (if applicable): 
☐ Adverse Effect 
 Proposed Resolution (if appliable) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Section is to be Completed by SHPO Staff Only 
The Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office has reviewed the above information 
and: 
 
☐ Concurs with the information provided. 
☐ Does not concur with the information provided. 

Comments:  
 

 

Carlos Rubio-Cancela 
State Historic Preservation Officer  

Date:  
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Project (Parcel) Location – Area of Potential Effect Map (Aerial) 

 



PUERTO RICO 2017 DISASTER RECOVERY, CDBG-DR PROGRAM 
REGROW PUERTO RICO PROGRAM 
Section 106 NHPA Effect Determination 

Applicant: Elizardo Martinez Ramos 

Case ID: PR-RGRW-01232 City: Yauco 

7 

 Project (Parcel) Location - Aerial Map 
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Project (Parcel) Location - USGS Topographic Map 
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 Project (Parcel) Location – Soils Map  
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 Project (Parcel) Location with Previous Investigations - Aerial Map 
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Project (Parcel) Location with Previously Recorded Cultural Resources  
USGS Topographic Map 
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Photograph Key 
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Photo #: 01 Description (Southeast): Site location for water well 6in. diameter with 
concrete base 5x5ft and galvanized roof. Date: 10/31/2023 

 

Photo #: 02 Description (Northwest): Site location where applicant plans to put water 
well 6-in. diameter with concrete base 5x5ft and galvanized roof. Date: 10/31/2023 
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Photo #: 03 Description (North): Overview of site location where applicant plans to put 
concrete cistern 10x10x8 ft, 9000-gallons, if he gets the funds. Date: 10/31/2023 

 

Photo #: 04 Description (South): Site location for new cistern 10x10x8ft. 
Date: 10/31/2023 
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Photo #: 05 Description (West): Site location for new cistern 10x10x8ft. 
Date: 10/31/2023 

 

Photo #: 06 Description (East): Site location for new cistern 10x10x8ft. 
Date: 10/31/2023 
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Photo #: 07 Description (Southeast): Site location for 20x20ft galvanized roof with rigid 
metal tubes. Date: 10/31/2023 

 

Photo #: 08 Description (South): Site location for galvanized roof 20x20ft. 
Date: 10/31/2023 
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Photo #: 09 Description (Northeast): Site location for fence along property line. 
Date: 10/31/2023 

 

Photo #: 10 Description (East): Site location for fence along property line. 
Date: 10/31/2023 
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Photo #: 11 Description (South): Site location for fence along property line. 
Date: 10/31/2023 

 

Photo #: 12 Description (Northeast): Access Road. Applicant plans to replace fence 
along property line which is where those trees can be seen. Date: 10/31/2023 
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Photo #: 13 Description (East): Applicant plans to replace fence along property line 
which is a bit closer from where the yellow house can be seen. Date: 10/31/2023 

 

Photo #: 14 Description (Southwest): Applicant plans to replace fence. 
Date: 10/31/2023 
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Photo #: 15 Description (Southwest): Applicant plans to replace fence. 
Date: 10/31/2023 

 

Photo #: 16 Description (Southeast): Applicant plans to replace fence. 
Date: 10/31/2023 
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Photo #: 17 Description (West): Applicant plans to replace fence up to property line and 
along the property line which is where the trees are at the top of the hill. Date: 10/31/2023 

 

Photo #: 18 Description (Northeast): Broken cistern. Applicant says it can be fixed if 
funds are not sufficient for a new one. Date: 10/31/2023 
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Photo #: 19 Description (East): Storage container applicant placed there when he 
bought the farm in 1978. Date: 10/31/2023 

 

Photo #: 20 Description (North): Structure built in 1984 for storage, repurposed into home 
for applicant's workers. Date: 

10/31/2023 
 



October 20, 2022 

Arch. Carlos A. Rubio Cancela 

Executive Director  

State Historic Preservation Officer 

Cuartel de Ballajá Bldg. 

San Juan, Puerto Rico  

Re: Authorization to Submit Documents 

Dear Arch. Rubio Cancela: 

The U.S. Department of Housing (HUD) approved the allocations of Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG-DR) funds on February 9, 2018. It also approved the 

allocation of Community Development Block Grant Mitigation (CDBG-MIT) funds on 

January 27, 2020. The purpose of these allocations is to address unsatisfied needs as a 

result of Hurricanes Irma and Maria in September 2017; and to carry out strategic and 

high-impact activities to mitigate disaster risks and reduce future losses. 

To comply with the environmental requirements established by HUD, the 

Department of Housing of Puerto Rico (PRDOH) contracted Horne Federal LLC to 

provide environmental registry review services, among others, that will support the 

objectives of the agenda for both CDBG-DR and CDBG -MIT Programs. 

In line to expedite the processes, Horne Federal LLC, is authorized to submit to the State 

Historic Preservation Officer, documentation of projects related to both the CDBG-DR 

and CDBG-MIT on behalf of PRDOH. 

Cordially, 

Juan C. Pérez Bofill, P.E. M.Eng 

Director of Disaster Recovery 

CDBG DR-MIT 
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Memorandum to File  
 

Date: 3/21/2025 

 

  

From: Justin Neely 
Environmental Manager 
CDBG-DR Program 
Regrow Puerto Rico Program 
Puerto Rico Department of Housing  

 
Application Number: PR-RGRW-01232-W 
Project: ELIZARDO MARTINEZ RAMOS 
 
Re: Justification for the Infeasibility and Impracticability of Radon Testing 

After reviewing Application Number PR-RGRW-01232-W under the Regrow Puerto Rico 
Program, administered by the Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH), to 
complete the property’s contamination analysis in accordance with 24 C.F.R. § 50.3(i) 
and 24 C.F.R. § 58.5(i), we have determined that testing the property’s radon levels is 
infeasible and impracticable. 

Per the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) CPD Notice 23-
103, the recommended best practices and alternative options for radon testing are 
infeasible and impracticable in this case due to the following reasons: 

• As required by the CPD Notice 23-103, the scientific data reviewed in lieu of 
testing must consist of a minimum of ten documented test results over the 
previous ten years. If there are less than ten documented results over this 
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period, it is understood that there is a lack of scientific data. The latest report 
for radon testing in Puerto Rico was prepared in 1995 by the U.S. Department of 
the Interior in Cooperation with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. No 
other completed studies and reports on radon testing are available in Puerto 
Rico. 
 

• There is no available science-based or state-generated information for Puerto 
Rico for the last ten years that can be used to determine whether the project 
site is in a high-risk area. The Department of Health and Human Services, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), National Environmental 
Public Health Tracking, and Radon Testing map do not include Puerto Rico data. 
 

• There are only two (2) licensed professionals in Puerto Rico who can conduct 
radon testing using the American National Standards Institute/American 
Association of Radon Scientists and Technologists (ANSI/AARST) testing 
standards, which makes it difficult, time-consuming, and highly expensive to 
coordinate and secure a site visit for the contamination evaluation. 
 

• Do-it-yourself (DIY) radon test kits are known to be unreliable in assuring and 
controlling the quality of the test results; they are not readily available in Puerto 
Rico, and the cost and time required for purchasing and sending them for 
analysis are unreasonable when weighed against the results’ reliability and the 
need for prompt results. 
 

• Local authorities in Puerto Rico do not have the specialized radon monitoring 
equipment or trained staff needed to conduct the radon testing analysis and 
ensure proper quality control and quality assurance practices are adhered to. 
We also do not have a radiation laboratory certified for radon testing.   
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As part of the evaluation for this determination, PRDOH sent information requests to six 
(6) local agencies at the state and federal levels.  We received responses from the 
following agencies:  

• United States Geological Survey; 
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; 
• Puerto Rico Department of Health; and 
• United States Environmental Protection Agency. 

  
The agencies mentioned above confirmed the lack of scientific data on Radon testing 
for Puerto Rico and the technical difficulties that we face to comply with HUD’s Radon 
testing requirement. For the above-mentioned reasons, Radon testing is infeasible 
and impracticable for this property, and no further consideration of Radon is needed 
for the environmental review. 



PUERTO RICO DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING 
PARQUE DEL QUINTO CENTENARIO, OLD SAN JUAN 

SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO 
 

Procedure for Making Determination on Wetlands Eight Step Process 
 

The Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH) intends to use U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) - Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funding to engage in improvements for repair and expansion of an existing fence, 
installation of a water well, and upgrades and repair of a water distribution system, 
including installation of a new water pump on a concrete pad and new water lines at an 
existing farm. The PR-RGRW-01232 project is proposed to take place at Barrio Quebradas 
de Yauco Carr 375 km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, PR 00698; 18.065879, -
66.830869. 

Introduction 

The fence is the only project activity within a wetland. The remaining scope of work 
including installation of a water well, concrete pad for water pump and water line 
connection is located approximately 135 feet from the wetland at the nearest point. Given 
the distance from the wetland, these project activities will have no impact on the wetland. 
The existing fence that runs along the property line will be replaced with a barbed wire 
fence with iron stakes that are 5 and 6 feet (ft) tall, depending on the incline, that extend 1 
ft deep and are spaced 8 ft apart. The fence will follow parcel boundaries and encircle the 
entire parcel. Parts of an existing fence that run through the central and south-central areas 
of the property will also be replaced. None of the sites require grading. A riverine wetland 
crosses the fence in four different sections of the parcel in the northwestern, eastern, and 
southeastern parts of the parcel. Based on the attached wetlands map which includes the 
National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) and National Hydrography Datasets (NHD), 
approximately 0.0049 acres of the fence are within the mapped area of this wetland. 

Overview 
Pursuant to Executive Orders (EOs) 11990, the PRDOH has determined that some project 
activities are mapped as occurring in a potential wetland. Therefore EO 11990 applies, 
which was enacted “in order to avoid to the extent possible the long and short term adverse 
impacts associated with the destruction or modification of wetlands and to avoid direct or 
indirect support of new construction in wetlands wherever there is a practicable 
alternative”. Based on the attached map (Figure B 12-1) that includes National Wetlands 
Inventory (NWI) and National Hydrography Datasets (NHD), the proposed improvement 
lies within mapped wetland areas.  
Detailed below is a summary of the eight-step process and how the PRDOH has or will 
comply with EO 11990, as the project site occurs within wetlands. 



Step 1- Determination of whether the proposed action is located within a wetland 
 

Regarding EO 11990, approximately 0.0049 acres of the proposed activity areas are located 
within a mapped NWI and/or NHD wetland (See Figure 1). Wetland impacts are expected 
to be minimal as a result of the proposed action with the implementation of best 
management practices (BMPs), such as proper site management, erosion and sedimentation 
control measures, and soil stabilization. Since the project activity involves repair of a fence, 
existing stake holes will be used so there will not be new ground disturbance. The stakes 
will be spaced approximately 8 feet apart, allowing wetland waters to move through the 
fence.  
Step 2- Early Notification and Involvement of the Public in the Decision-Making 
Process 

 

The Re-grow PR Urban-Rural Agriculture Program, under the Puerto Rico Community 
Development Block Grant Program for Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) allocated funds to 
help shape and implement the future vision in communities that were affected by 
Hurricanes Irma and María. 
Based on the program goals, it was determined for Yauco that this project, repair and 
expansion of an existing fence, installation of a water well, and upgrades and repair of a 
water distribution system, including installation of a new water pump on a concrete pad 
and new water lines, would be beneficial to the surrounding community. The project 
activities will keep the applicant’s cattle clean, watered, and confined to the property where 
they are safe from traffic hazards and getting lost, improving local meat and dairy 
production. For the improvements, the Municipality of Yauco and PRDOH notified the 
public of the proposed actions located within the potential wetlands through an Early 
Wetlands Notice in local newspapers, for purposes of eliciting public comments for 
consideration during this review. 
Copies of the Early Wetlands Notice were sent to potentially interested parties, such as the 
Environmental Protection Agency, State Environmental Natural Resources Department, 
Puerto Rico Planning Board, Puerto Rico Department of Economic Development 
Commerce, Federal Emergency Management Agency, the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Fish 
and Wildlife Service, the United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resource 
Conservation Service, the State Department of Transportation and Public Works. A copy 
of the Early Wetlands Notice has been included within the Environmental Review Record 
for this action. No comments were received during the 15-day public comment period 
applicable to the Early Wetlands Notice. 

 
Step 3- Identification and Evaluation of Practicable Alternatives. 

 

This project includes repair and expansion of an existing fence, installation of a water well, 
and upgrades and repair of a water distribution system, including installation of a new water 
pump on a concrete pad and new water lines. The project aims to increase agricultural 
production and support continued local agricultural production during future disasters. In 
accordance with the Department of Housing and Urban Development guidelines, practical 
alternatives to locating the proposed action in a wetland were identified and evaluated. 
These included the following alternatives: 

1) Reconstructing the fence in other areas of the property 
2) Impact of taking no action. 



 
For each of these alternatives, various factors were considered including cost, feasibility, 
technology, hazard reduction, and environmental impacts. The evaluation of each 
alternative is summarized below. 

 
Alternative 1 
Reconstructing the fence outside of the wetland areas - The majority of the northern, 
western, and central portions of the parcel do not have a wetland running through them. 
However, the project activity is to replace and repair an existing fence that encircles the 
entire parcel and runs through the center of the property. The riverine wetland runs through 
the east side and again through the central part of the northeast portion of the property 
crossing the proposed fence line approximately six times. Removing the existing fence and 
reconstructing it elsewhere would require vegetation clearing and removal as well as 
significantly more ground disturbance, including new ground disturbance, than compared to 
the current activity. It would also not be possible to have a fence encircling the entire parcel 
without running through the riverine wetland. This would not meet the needs of the project, 
which include keeping the applicant’s cattle on their land with access to a space that will 
meet the needs of livestock husbandry.  

 
Alternative 2 
No Action – Under the No Action Alternative, the applicant would not receive federal 
funding for repair and expansion of an existing fence, installation of a water well, and 
upgrades and repair of a water distribution system, including installation of a new water 
pump on a concrete pad and new water lines. Consequently, the applicant may not be able 
to recover and continue agricultural production. Given the degree of need for greater 
agricultural capacity in Puerto Rico following Hurricanes Irma and María, the costs of 
foregoing the project would exceed the benefits. 
 
Alternative 3 
Preferred Alternative – The preferred alternative includes the repair and expansion of an 
existing fence, installation of a new water well, and upgrades and repair of a water 
distribution system, including installation of a new water pump on a new concrete pad and 
new water lines. The existing fence that runs along the property line is approximately 8,565 
linear feet and will be repaired and/or replaced, within the existing footprint and the new 
water well will be 6 inches (in) wide with a maximum depth of 300 ft. Water from the well 
will run approximately 275 ft southwest to the cistern, then approximately 25 ft southeast to 
the cattle corral through underground pipes 1.5 in wide and 1 ft deep with a total length up 
to 300 linear feet (LF). Water distribution improvements will involve installing a 5 ft by 5 
ft concrete slab that extends a maximum of 2 ft deep for the new water pump. The slab will 
be adjacent to the water well. The preferred alternative is along an existing fence line that 
encircles the entire parcel, so that fence line allows the applicant to keep their cattle on the 
entirety of their land. Additionally, the preferred alternative are locations that require the 
least amount of environmental impact. 
 
Step 4- Potential Direct and Indirect Impact of the Proposed Action on 
Wetlands 

 

Wetlands store and filter water, which reduce flood risk from storm water and wastewater. 
They are also incredibly biologically productive, supporting a diverse ecosystem for an 



abundance of various flora and fauna. Based on FEMA, NWI and/or NHD wetland maps, 
potential direct impacts resulting from the proposed action on wetlands are projected to be 
the loss of 0.0049 acres of riverine wetlands.  
In addition to the direct impacts of the project to the riverine wetland, the project has the 
potential to indirectly disturb or alter water quality, as stormwater flow across a 
construction site can transport sediment and construction waste materials into adjacent 
surface waters or wetlands.  

 
Step 5- Minimization of Potential Adverse Impacts via Design or Modifications to the 
Proposed Actions 

 

The proposed project has minimal impact to wetlands. However, to best minimize the 
potential adverse, direct and indirect, impacts the applicant will construct the fence with 
materials that have a minimal footprint (using existing post holes separated by 8-foot 
intervals, t-posts, stakes, and barbed wire) and that allow water to flow freely without 
creating an impermeable barrier while sustaining full functionality of the fence. To mitigate 
direct and indirect impacts, best management practices, such as proper site management, 
implementation and maintenance of erosion and sedimentation control measures, and soil 
stabilization will be followed to minimize potential impacts to wetlands.  

 
Step 6- Reevaluation of the Proposed Action 

 

With respect to wetlands and waters of the United States, the proposed project actions do 
lie within include approximately 0.0049 acres of wetlands as identified by the NWI and/or 
NHD. Based on the type of project activities and the property’s current use as agricultural 
land, prohibiting future construction or renovations in this area is not practical due to 
existing severe need within Puerto Rico for developing additional agricultural capacity and 
the minimal impacts that are anticipated to result under the project activities. 
Based on a review of the practical alternatives and their implementation wherever possible, 
the proposed action of the PR-RGRW-01232 project is deemed to be the most appropriate 
and is selected as the final action. This determination is made on the basis of feasibility, 
cost, enhancement of quality of life, features for the community, land availability, and lack 
of impacts to wetlands.  

 
Step 7- Publication of the Final Notice 

 

In our reevaluation we have determined that there is no other practical alternative to the 
proposed actions. Therefore, a Wetland Explanation Notice for the (PR-RGRW-01232) 
project was published in the local newspapers in Yauco, Puerto Rico. This notice cites the 
reasons why the proposed actions must be located within the mapped wetlands, a list of the 
alternatives considered, and the design modifications taken to minimize adverse impacts. 

 
Step 8- Implementation of the Proposed Action 

 

The proposed action is anticipated to begin in calendar year 2024. 
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Conservation Measures for the Puerto Rican boa (Chilabothrus inornatus)  

 

The endangered Puerto Rican (PR) boa (Chilabothrus inornatus, formerly Epicrates inornatus) is 

the largest endemic snake species that inhabits Puerto Rico.  The PR boa is non-venomous and 

does not pose any life threatening danger to humans, but some individuals may try to bite if 

disturbed or during capture or handling.  Its body color ranges from tan to dark brown with 

irregular diffuse marking on the dorsum, but some individuals lack marking and are uniformly 

dark.  Juveniles may have a reddish color with more pronounced markings.  In general, as they 

mature, their body color tends to darken.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

CARIBBEAN ECOLOGICAL SERVICES FIELD OFFICE 

  

Adult PR boa – Chilabothrus 
inornatus 

Photo: Puerto Rico by JP Zegarra 

Section 7 (a)(1) of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) charges Federal agencies to aid in the 

conservation of listed species, and section 7 (a)(2) requires the agencies, through consultation 

with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service), to ensure their activities are not likely to 

jeopardize the continued existence of listed species or adversely modify designated critical 

habitats.  Section 7 applies to the management of Federal lands as well as Federal actions that 

may affect federally listed species, such as Federal approval of private activities through the 

issuance of Federal funding, permits, licenses, or other actions.  Any person that injures, 

captures, or kills a Puerto Rico boa is subject to penalties under the ESA.  If Federal funds or 

permits are needed, the funding or permitting agency should initiate Section 7 consultation with 

the Service.  To initiate a consultation under the Section 7 of the ESA, you must submit a project 

package with the established minimum requirements.  These conservation measures should be 

incorporated into the project plans to minimize possible impacts to the species.  
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The PR boa was federally listed in 1970.  Currently, the species has an island-wide distribution 

and occurs in a wide variety of habitat types, ranging from wet montane to subtropical dry forest 

and can be found from mature forest to areas with different degrees of human disturbance such as 

roadsides or houses, especially if near their habitat in rural areas.  The PR boa is considered mostly 

nocturnal, remaining less active, concealed or basking under the sun during the day.   

 

The Service has developed the following conservation measures with the purpose of assisting 

others to avoid or minimize adverse effects to the PR boa and its habitat.  These recommendations 

may be incorporated into new project plans and under certain circumstances into existing projects.  

Depending on the project, additional conservation measures can be implemented besides the ones 

presented in this document.   

 

Conservation Measures:   

 

1. Inform all project personnel about the potential presence of the PR boa in areas where the 

proposed work will be conducted.  A pre-construction meeting should be conducted to 

inform all project personnel about the need to avoid harming the species as well as penalties 

for harassing or harming PR boas.  An educational poster or sign with photo or illustration 

of the species should be displayed at the project site.   

 

2. Prior to any construction activity, including removal of vegetation and earth movements, 

the boundaries of the project and areas to be excluded and protected should be clearly 

marked in the project plan and in the field in order to avoid further habitat degradation into 

forested and conservation areas.   

 

3. Once areas are clearly marked, and prior to the use of heavy machinery and any 

construction activity (including removal of vegetation and earth movement), a biologist or 

project personnel with experience on this species should survey the areas to be cleared to 

verify the presence of any PR boa within the work area. 

 

4. If a PR boa is found within any of the working or construction areas, activities should stop 

at that area and information recorded (see #5).  Do not capture the boa.  If boas need to 

be moved out of harm’s way, designated personnel shall immediately contact the Puerto 

Rico Department of Natural and Environmental Resources (PRDNER) Rangers for safe 

capture and relocation of the animal (PRDNER phone #s: (787) 724-5700, (787) 230-5550, 

(787) 771-1124).  If immediate relocation is not an option, project-related activities at 

that area must stop until the boa moves out of harm’s way on its own.   Activities at 

other work sites, where no boas have been found after surveying the area, may continue.     

 

5. For all boa sightings (dead or alive), record the time and date of the sighting and the specific 

location where it was found.  PR boa data should also include a photo of the animal (dead 

or alive), site GPS coordinates, the time and date, and comments on how the animal was 

detected and its behavior.  
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6. If a PR boa is captured by PRDNER personnel, record the name of that person and 

information on where the PR boa will be taken.  This information should be reported to the 

Service. 

 

7. Measures should be taken to avoid and minimize PR boa casualties by heavy machinery or 

motor vehicles being used on site. Any heavy machinery left on site (staging) or near 

potential PR boa habitat (within 50 meters of potential boa habitat), needs to be thoroughly 

inspected each morning before work starts to ensure that no boas have sheltered within 

engine compartments or other areas of the equipment.  If PR boas are found within vehicles 

or equipment, do not capture the animal, and let it move on its own or call PRDNER 

Rangers for safe capture and relocation of the animal (see #4).  If not possible, the animal 

should be left alone until it leaves the vehicle on its own.   

 

8. PR boas may seek shelter in debris piles.  Measures should be taken to avoid and minimize 

boa casualties associated with sheltering in debris piles as a result of project activities.  

Debris piles should be placed far away from forested areas.  Prior to moving, disposing or 

shredding, debris piles should be carefully inspected for the presence of boas.  If debris 

piles will be left on site, we recommend they be placed in areas that will not be disturbed 

in the future.   

 

9. If a dead PR boa is found, immediately cease all work in that area and record the 

information accordingly (see #5).  If the PR boa was accidentally killed as part of the 

project actions, please include information on what conservation measures had been 

implemented and what actions will be taken to avoid further killings.  A dead boa report 

should be sent by email (see contacts below) to the Service within 48 hours of the event.  

 

10. Projects must comply with all state laws and regulations.  Please contact the PRDNER for 

further guidance.  

 

If you have any questions regarding the above conservation measures, please contact the Service:  

● José Cruz-Burgos, Endangered Species Program Coordinator 

o Email: jose_cruz-burgos@fws.gov  

o Office phone (305) 304-1386 

● Jan Zegarra, Fish and Wildlife Biologist  

o Email: jan_zegarra@fws.gov   

o Office phone (786) 933-1451 

mailto:jose_cruz-burgos@fws.gov
mailto:jan_zegarra@fws.gov
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Applicant Name:  Elizardo Martinez Ramos Program ID: PR-RGRW-01232 

Project Coordinates: 18.065879, -66.830869 Parcel ID: 337-000-009-57-001 

Parcel Address:   Barrio Quebradas de Yauco Carr 375 km 2.5, 
Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, PR  Municipio: Yauco 

Zip Code   00698 

Inspector Name: Armando Ramos Inspection Date: 10/31/2023 

General Site Conditions 

Was property accessible by 
vehicle? Yes / No Comment: 

Access issues? Yes / No 
Comment: None / Examples of manual entry: Dogs, 
Locked gate, Traffic hazards, Uncooperative residents, 
Confrontational Neighbors. 

Are water wells present? Yes / No Comment: 

Are creeks or ponds present? Yes / No Comment: 

Are any potential wetlands on-
site or visible on adjacent 
parcel? 

Yes / No Comment: 

Parcel Conditions 
Note – for Any Yes answers specify type, contents and location 

Do any of the proposed project 
work areas show evidence of 
site preparation? 

Yes / 
No 

Comment: If yes, ask applicant when the preparation work was 
completed. 

Are commercial or industrial 
hazardous facilities at parcel or 
within visual sight? 

Yes / 
No Comment: 

Are there signs of 
underground storage tanks? 

Yes / 
No Comment: 

Are above-ground tanks >10 
gallons present? If Yes, also 
state condition. 

Yes / 
No 

Comment: Concrete cistern 10x10x8ft. Built over 20 years ago. 
Currently broken and not in use. Applicant says it can be fixed if 
ReGrow funds are not enough to build a new one.  
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Are 55-gallon drums present? 
If Yes, also state condition. 

Yes / 
No Comment: 

Are abandoned vehicles or 
electrical equipment present? 

Yes / 
No Comment: 

Is other potential 
environmentally hazardous 
debris on the parcel? 

Yes / 
No Comment: 

Is there non-environmentally 
hazardous debris on the 
parcel? 

Yes / 
No Comment: 

Are any leaks, soil stains, or 
stressed vegetation present 
associated with any of the 
above or separately?  

Yes / 
No Comment: 

Are there any pungent, foul or 
noxious odors?   

Yes / 
No Comment: 

Are there any potentially 
hazardous trees that could fall? 

Yes / 
No Comment: 

Are any bird nests visible? Yes / 
No Comment: 

Are there any animal burrows 
visible? 

Yes / 
No Comment: 

Are there any buildings in 
direct visual sight of the 
project locations? 

Yes / 
No 

Comment: Structure built in 1984 for storage. Repurposed into 
home for workers to stay in when necessary.  

Additional Needs Analysis 

Based on the above findings, does 
additional information need to be 
obtained from the applicant to 
determine whether an 
environmental hazard is present? 

Yes / 
No Comment: 

☒ I verify that I have physically visited this property and that the findings outlined above are accurate.

Inspector Signature Armando Ramos 
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{Inspector Name} Armando Ramos 
{Inspection Date} 10/31/2023 
Following pages are used for: 
Location Map with parcel boundaries and building point (Aerial base with streets labelled) 
Photos taken during inspection, with Date / Type / Direction associated with the photo 



Project #: PR-RGRW-01232 Photographer: Armando Ramos 
Location Address: Barrio Quebradas de Yauco 
Carr 375 km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, PR 
00698   

Coordinates: 18.065879, -66.830869 

Photo #: 
01 

Date: 
10/31/2

023 
Photo Direction: 

Southeast 
Description: 
Site location for 
water well 6in. 
diameter with 
concrete base 5x5ft 
and galvanized roof.  

 Photo #: 
02 

Date: 
10/31/2

023 
Photo Direction: 

Northwest 
Description:  
Site location where 
applicant plans to 
put water well 6in. 
diameter with 
concrete base 5x5ft 
and galvanized roof. 



Project #: PR-RGRW-01232 Photographer: Armando Ramos 
Location Address: Barrio Quebradas de Yauco 
Carr 375 km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, PR 
00698   

Coordinates: 18.065879, -66.830869 

Photo #: 
03 

Date: 
10/31/2

023 
Photo Direction: 

North 
Description: 
Overview of site 
location where 
applicant plans to 
put concrete cistern 
10x10x8ft, 9000-
gallons, if he gets 
the funds. 

Photo #: 
04 

Date: 
10/31/2

023 
Photo Direction: 

South 
Description: 
Site location for 
new cistern 
10x10x8ft. 



Project #: PR-RGRW-01232 Photographer: Armando Ramos 
Location Address: Barrio Quebradas de Yauco 
Carr 375 km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, PR 
00698   

Coordinates: 18.065879, -66.830869 

 
 

 

Photo #: 
05 

Date:  
10/31/2

023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

West 
Description: 
Site location for 
new cistern 
10x10x8ft. 

 
 
 
 

Photo #: 
06 

Date:  
10/31/2

023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

East 
Description: 
Site location for 
new cistern 
10x10x8ft. 

 



Project #: PR-RGRW-01232 Photographer: Armando Ramos 
Location Address: Barrio Quebradas de Yauco 
Carr 375 km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, PR 
00698   

Coordinates: 18.065879, -66.830869 

 
 

Photo #: 
07 

Date:  
10/31/2

023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

Southeast 
Description: 
Site location for 
20x20ft galvanized 
roof with rigid 
metal tubes. 

 
 
 
 
 

Photo #: 
08 

Date:  
10/31/2

023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

South 
Description: 
Site location for 
galvanized roof 
20x20ft. 

 



Project #: PR-RGRW-01232 Photographer: Armando Ramos 
Location Address: Barrio Quebradas de Yauco 
Carr 375 km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, PR 
00698   

Coordinates: 18.065879, -66.830869 

 
 

Photo #: 
09 

Date:  
10/31/2

023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

Northeast 
Description: 
Site location for 
fence along 
property line. 

 
 
 
 
 

Photo #: 
10 

Date:  
10/31/2

023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

East 
Description: 
Site location for 
fence along 
property line. 

 



Project #: PR-RGRW-01232 Photographer: Armando Ramos 
Location Address: Barrio Quebradas de Yauco 
Carr 375 km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, PR 
00698   

Coordinates: 18.065879, -66.830869 

 
 
 

Photo 
#: 
11 

Date:  
10/31/2023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

South 
Description: 
Site location for fence 
along property line.  
 

 
 
 

 Photo 
#: 
12 

Date:  
10/31/2023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

Northeast 
Description:  
Access road. 
Applicant plans to 
replace fence along 
property line which is 
where those trees 
can be seen. 

 
  



Project #: PR-RGRW-01232 Photographer: Armando Ramos 
Location Address: Barrio Quebradas de Yauco 
Carr 375 km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, PR 
00698   

Coordinates: 18.065879, -66.830869 

 
 

Photo 
#: 
13 

Date:  
10/31/2023 

 

Photo Direction:  
 

East 
Description: 
Applicant plans to 
replace fence along 
property line which is 
a bit closer from 
where the yellow 
house can be seen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo 
#: 
14 

Date:  
10/31/2023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

Southwest 
Description: 
Applicant plans to 
replace fence. 

 



Project #: PR-RGRW-01232 Photographer: Armando Ramos 
Location Address: Barrio Quebradas de Yauco 
Carr 375 km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, PR 
00698   

Coordinates: 18.065879, -66.830869 

 
 

Photo 
#: 
15 

Date:  
10/31/2023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

Southwest 
Description: 
Applicant plans to 
replace fence. 

 
 
 
 

Photo 
#: 
16 

Date:  
10/31/2023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

Southeast 
Description: 
Applicant plans to 
replace fence.  

 
  



Project #: PR-RGRW-01232 Photographer: Armando Ramos 
Location Address: Barrio Quebradas de Yauco 
Carr 375 km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, PR 
00698   

Coordinates: 18.065879, -66.830869 

 
 

Photo 
#: 
17 

Date:  
10/31/2023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

West 
Description: 
Applicant plans to 
replace fence up to 
property line and 
along the property 
line which is where 
the trees are at the 
top of the hill. 

 
 
 
 
 

Photo 
#: 
18 

Date:  
10/31/2023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

Northeast 
Description: 
Broken cistern. 
Applicant says it can 
be fixed if funds are 
not sufficient for a 
new one.  

 
  



Project #: PR-RGRW-01232 Photographer: Armando Ramos 
Location Address: Barrio Quebradas de Yauco 
Carr 375 km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, PR 
00698   

Coordinates: 18.065879, -66.830869 

 
 

Photo 
#: 
19 

Date:  
10/31/2023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

East 
Description: 
Storage container 
applicant placed 
there when he 
bought the farm in 
1978. 

 
 
 
 
 

Photo 
#: 
20 

Date:  
10/31/2023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

North 
Description: 
Structure built in 
1984 for storage, 
repurposed into 
home for applicant's 
workers. 

 
 



 

December 29, 2023 
 
Edwin E Muñiz, Field Supervisor 
Caribbean Ecological Services Field Office 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
P.O. Box 491 
Boquerón, Puerto Rico 00622 
Email: caribbean@es@fws.gov 
 
Re: Federally Listed Threatened and Endangered Species Evaluation for the Puerto Rico 

Department of Housing ReGrow PR-RGRW-01232 Project/ SWCA Project No. 72428 

Dear Mr. Muñiz: 

SWCA Environmental Consultants (SWCA), on behalf of the Puerto Rico Department of Housing, is 
requesting informal consultation under Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act (Act) (87 Stat. 884, 
as amended; 16 United States Code 1531 et seq.), and in accordance with the Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act (47 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.) for the proposed ReGrow PR-RGRW-
01232 Project (project). The Project is located on 37.03-acres at Barrio Quebradas de Yauco Carretera 
375 KM 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, Puerto Rico, 00698 (66.8309°W 18.06588°N).  

The proposed Project involves the repair and expansion of an existing fence, installation of a roof on an 
existing structure, installation of a water well and a cistern. Construction of the fence and installation of 
the water well and cistern will require vegetation removal, but no tree clearing is proposed. 

Using the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) 
system, we have determined that the proposed project lies within the range of the following federally 
listed species: 

Species Listing Status 

Puerto Rican Boa 
(Chilabothrus inornatus) Endangered 

Puerto Rican Harlequin Butterfly 
(Atlantea tulita) 

Threatened 

No designated or proposed critical habitat for any listed species was identified within the project area. 
Based on the nature of the project, scope of work, information available, and a careful analysis of the 
existing habitat, we have made the following effects determinations: 

Species Effect Determination Conservation Measures to be 
Implemented 

Puerto Rican Boa 
(Chilabothrus inornatus) 

Not likely to adversely affect 
(NLAA) 

Puerto Rican Boa General 
Project Design Guidelines 

mailto:caribbean@es@fws.gov


Federally Listed Threatened and Endangered Species Evaluation for the Puerto Rico Department of Housing 
ReGrow PR-RGRW-01232 Project 

2 

Puerto Rican Harlequin Butterfly 
(Atlantea tulita) 

No effect 
(NE) No Conservation Measures 

In accordance with the 2023 Puerto Rican Boa General Project Design Guidelines, if a Puerto Rican Boa 
(PR Boa) is found in the project action site, work shall cease until the individual moves off on its own. If 
the PR Boa does not move off, the construction manager shall contact the Puerto Rico Department of 
Natural and Environmental Resources and ask for them to relocate the PR Boa.  

In order to complete the informal consultation process, we are requesting your concurrence for the NLAA 
determinations included in this letter. Attached to this letter, we are including the documents used to reach 
our effect determinations for the listed species. If you have any questions or require any additional 
information, please contact me at (346) 388-1157 or susan.fischer@swca.com.  

Sincerely, 

 

Susan Fischer 
Wildlife Ecologist 
SWCA Environmental Consultants 
 
Attachments: Threatened and Endangered Species Technical Memorandum 



 

 

TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Caribbean Ecological Services Field Office 
 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

P.O. Box 491 
Boquerón, Puerto Rico 00622 

From: Susan Fischer, Project Biologist on behalf of the Puerto Rico Department of Housing  

Date: December 29, 2023 

Re: Threatened and Endangered Species Evaluation for the Puerto Rico Department of 
Housing ReGrow PR-RGRW-01232 Project/ SWCA Project No. 72428 

Project Description  
Elizardo Martinez Ramos, the applicant, is proposing to repair and expand an existing fence, install a roof 
on a livestock area, and install a water well and new cistern on a 37.03-acre property in the Municipio of 
Yauco, Puerto Rico (project) (Appendix A, Figure 1). The project is located at Barrio Quebradas de 
Yauco Carretera 375 KM 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, Puerto Rico 00698, in a rural area. The fence 
will run along the entire property line and be constructed of barbed wire and iron stakes, the roof will be 
20 feet by 20 feet and be erected over an existing livestock area, the water well will be six inches wide 
and have a 5 foot by 5-foot base, and the cistern will be 10 feet by 10 feet by 8 feet (9,000 gallons) 
(Appendix A, Figure 2). 

Existing conditions  
The existing habitat conditions at the proposed well and cistern locations consist of dense grasses and the 
fence location consists of dense vegetation, including trees, grasses, and shrubs. Forested areas surround 
the property. There is one riverine wetland mapped in the north-central and eastern portions of the parcel 
(Appendix A, Figure 3). Construction of the fence, well and cistern would require removal of the 
vegetation within the proposed project area. Representative photographs of the proposed locations are 
provided in Appendix B. 

Federally Protected Species 
SWCA obtained a federal threatened and endangered species list from the USFWS (2023a) Information for 
Planning and Consultation (“IPaC”) website for a 100-foot buffer around the fence, water well and cistern 
location (review area) (Appendix C). The IPaC automatically generates a list of species and other resources 
of concern, such as critical habitat, that are known or expected to be in the specified area and could 
potentially be directly or indirectly affected. According to the IPaC query for the project, two federally 
listed endangered species has the potential to occur in the review area; the Puerto Rican boa (Chilabothrus 
inornatus) and the Puerto Rican harlequin butterfly (Atlantea tulita). SWCA also evaluated the review area 
for potential habitat for bald eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) and golden eagles (Aquila chrysaetos) as 
they are protected by the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940 (“BGEPA”). 
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The bald and golden eagle’s range do not extend into Puerto Rico (Cornell Lab of Ornithology 2023); 
therefore, these species were eliminated from further analysis for this project. Table 1 identifies the species 
carried forward for further evaluation and summarizes each species’ habitat requirements, potential for 
occurrence in the project area, and determination of effects. 

Table 1. Federally Listed Species Range and/or Habitat Requirements  

Common Name 
(Scientific Name) Status* Range or Habitat Requirements 

Potential for 
Occurrence in 
Project Area 

Determination of 
Effects/Impacts 

Reptiles     

Puerto Rican Boa 

(Chilabothrus 
inornatus) 

FE Considered to be a habitat generalist, the Puerto 
Rican boa tolerates a wide variety of terrestrial 
and arboreal habitats, including rocky areas, 
haystack hill, trees and branches, rotting stumps, 
caves, plantations, various types of forested 
areas such as karst and mangrove forests, 
forested urban and rural areas, and along 
streams and road edges (USFWS 2011). 

May occur. The 
project area is 
located within and 
adjacent to the 
forested areas and 
dense vegetative 
ground cover is 
present throughout 
the review area.  

May affect, but not 
likely to adversely 
affect. See 
discussion below. 

Insects     

Puerto Rican Harlequin 
Butterfly 

(Atlantea tulita) 

FT This species inhabits areas with moderately 
dense to dense canopy cover and dense 
vegetation and a source of water within a 
kilometer. Eggs and larvae are found only on the 
prickly bush (Oplonia spinosa), while adult 
butterflies feed on the nectar of several tree 
species and drink water (USFWS 2019). 

May occur. The 
project area has 
forested areas with 
a nearby water 
source that could 
provide suitable 
habitat. 

No effect. See 
discussion below. 

*Status Definitions: 

FE = Federally listed endangered, FT = Federally Threatened 

Based on a site visit and habitat evaluations, the Puerto Rican harlequin butterfly has the potential to 
occur due to potentially suitable habitat within the project area. However, there is no prickly bush 
(Oplonia spinosa) or tree removal proposed; therefore, the project is anticipated to have no effect on this 
federally listed species. Due to the generalist nature of the Puerto Rican boa, forested habitat surrounding 
the project areas, and dense ground cover present throughout the review area, the Puerto Rican boa may 
occur within the project area. The applicant will employ the conservation measures outlined in the 2023 
USFWS General Project Design Guidelines for the Puerto Rican boa (Appendix D), including but not 
limited to issuing a stop work if a Puerto Rican boa were to occur within the project area, and contacting 
the PRDNER for safe capture and relocation of the individual if such action is required. Consequently, it 
is anticipated that the project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the Puerto Rican boa. The 
USFWS Consistency Letter obtained through IPaC is included in Appendix E. 

Critical Habitat and National Wildlife Refuges 
Potential effects to habitat(s) within the project area critical to endangered species must be analyzed along 
with the endangered species themselves, while any activity proposed on National Wildlife Refuge lands 
must undergo a compatibility determination conducted by the Refuge. No designated critical habitats are 
present within 100-feet of any of the proposed project location options (Appendix A, Figure 4) (USFWS 
2023b).  
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Figure 2 
 

Site Vicinity Map 
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Figure 3 
 

Wetlands Map
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Figure 4 
 

Critical Habitat Map
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Project #: PR-RGRW-01232 Photographer: Armando Ramos 
Location Address: Barrio Quebradas de Yauco 
Carr 375 km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, PR 
00698   

Coordinates: 18.065879, -66.830869 

 
 

Photo #: 
01 

Date:  
10/31/2

023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

Southeast 
Description: 
Site location for 
water well 6in. 
diameter with 
concrete base 
5x5ft. And 
galvanized roof.  

 

 

 

 Photo #: 
02 

Date:  
10/31/2

023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

Northwest 
Description:  
Site location where 
applicant plans to 
put water well 6in. 
diameter with 
concrete base 
5x5ft. And 
galvanized roof.  

 



Project #: PR-RGRW-01232 Photographer: Armando Ramos 
Location Address: Barrio Quebradas de Yauco 
Carr 375 km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, PR 
00698   

Coordinates: 18.065879, -66.830869 

 
 

Photo #: 
03 

Date:  
10/31/2

023 

 

Photo Direction:  
 

North 
Description: 
Overview of site 
location where 
applicant plans to 
put concrete cistern 
10x10x8ft. 9000-
gallons, if he gets 
the funds. 

 
 
 
 
 

Photo #: 
04 

Date:  
10/31/2

023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

South 
Description: 
Site location for 
new cistern 
10x10x8ft. 



Project #: PR-RGRW-01232 Photographer: Armando Ramos 
Location Address: Barrio Quebradas de Yauco 
Carr 375 km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, PR 
00698   

Coordinates: 18.065879, -66.830869 

 
 

 

Photo #: 
05 

Date:  
10/31/2

023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

West 
Description: 
Site location for 
new cistern 
10x10x8ft. 

 
 
 
 

Photo #: 
06 

Date:  
10/31/2

023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

East 
Description: 
Site location for 
new cistern 
10x10x8ft. 

 



Project #: PR-RGRW-01232 Photographer: Armando Ramos 
Location Address: Barrio Quebradas de Yauco 
Carr 375 km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande, Yauco, PR 
00698   

Coordinates: 18.065879, -66.830869 

 
 

Photo #: 
09 

Date:  
10/31/2

023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

Northeast 
Description: 
Site location for 
fence along 
property line. 
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East 
Description: 
Site location for 
fence along 
property line. 
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South 
Description: 
Site location for fence 
along property line.  
 

 
 
 

 Photo 
#: 
12 

Date:  
10/31/2023 

 

Photo Direction: 
 

Northeast 
Description:  
Access road. 
Applicant plans to 
replace fence along 
property line which is 
where those trees 
can be seen. 
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East 
Description: 
Applicant plans to 
replace fence along 
property line which is 
a bit closer from 
where the yellow 
house can be seen.  
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Photo Direction: 
 

Southwest 
Description: 
Applicant plans to 
replace fence. 
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Southwest 
Description: 
Applicant plans to 
replace fence. 
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Photo Direction: 
 

Southeast 
Description: 
Applicant plans to 
replace fence.  
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Photo Direction: 
 

West 
Description: 
Applicant plans to 
replace fence up to 
property line and 
along the property 
line which is where 
the trees are at the 
top of the hill. 
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Project Design Guidelines 
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�������!!�"��'���"�������!�����������"�������!�"��������������@+��� ��
������������������������"��"��� ����.���!!������ ��� ��� �"���� ����������������������@+��� ��
������ �����������	�*�"������������������������!!������ ��� ������������!!�"��'���"�������!�������������� �������� ����������������"����	�*��� �������!�"�������������������"���������!!��������������������"�������!!���� ��"!�#� ��������"��'�������	�� �	�@����������#������������������#����!� ����������!����������������� �������������������������� �������������"��'���������� ��������������(!� � ��� �"������ ���!!����!���!#�

efghiijfk�lmnonphmfo�qjgrhmjs�thjou�vwwhmj�x�yziohmf{hnk�|f{j}�vm{nijg�~��������jkjgfo�ygn�jm{�|jshpk��zhujohkjs�x�yzjg{n��hmfk��fgoj�zhk��z{{jgwo��fku�~��ngj�s�jmhjs

~~����������}~��y� �yfe�r��~�~��xgm� yfpj���



����

�������	
��������������
��
��	
������	����	
�������������	�������������	������������	�
�����	��������������� ����
������������������������������
���	��������������������������������	
�����
���
����
������	�
����	�	����	
����	
��������������������	�
��
��������������
�������	����	���������	�
����������������

��� 	����!��	�
����
����������	��� 	����������������������������������������	�����������
�������
��"#����$%����� 	��	
���������%����"#����$%�����	�����
�����	
��������������	���������������������
����
�����������&'����� ���
�������������������������	�
����	
��������	����	���������	�
���������

������������	
�������� �����	����
����������������������
������������	�������	
�()*+,-� ���������������������������	�����	������
��������&'���� .��/���$%��������
�������������������
������������������	�
� 	�����������������
������������������
���	���������������������������	
����������
�������	
���0���	
���������	�
������
�� 	������� �$%����������
���
��	������������ ����
����	��� 
����������
�����	���������	�����%��������	��
����	���������	����������
�����������������	�����
��$%��������
�� 	����������������������	
���������&'���� 1��/������������	���	
��������������	�����������������	����
���������������	���	
���
���������	�	�������	�
� �����	�� ������
���2���� 	��������	
���������������������
	���������������	������������	�
��	���3"4������	
�����������	����
���������������������	�
���
�������
����
��� ������
	���� �������������
��	��������	����� '��56�)78�9:�;*�<5�=;)�>?@)?�;*�)ABC@D�B-�6;E7?�FBG(B7�G(@�HH�)7?�;7�()*+,-�F)8I�G(@�)JGB;7� 	���������������������
��	
������	�
���������������&1���%����"#����$%�����	����������FBG(B7�()*+,-�F)8I�)AA�)GG@+KG-�FBAA�=@�+)?@�G;�B++@?B)G@A8�-)6@A8�J)KGE*@�G(@�)
	��������������LM0�����"#������ 	����������������������
���������������������N��� 	��	
���	���������	����������������
��� ����������
������	�
��������"#������������	�
��	���� 	��������O������	
�����������������������������
���	����������� 	�������4���	����������	�	�
��
����
�����
����#������	�
����"#������ 	��������
�������������	
����
�����	�
���������

����
�� 	���
�����������	
����������������������%���
��$%�����	�����
������
�������������0�������
��������������������	
�	�	�����������	
��������������LM0�����0�
���������"������#	���2������
�����P��������
��Q
�	��
��
����#����������"#2PQ#��#�
�����	����	������	��	
�"������#	����RSROR�.O1RTT��RSRO��TO111T��RSRORRNONN�.�������
���������U4$%�2������
�����"��

	
���
��P�������#����������2"P#���2	�	�	�
����V	���	����	����	������	��	
�4���L��������.TORR1O'R'����.TORR�ONTS����L������	�
�������
�	
������������ �����	���� 	��	
�������� �����
��"#��
��$%��������������
����
���%��	����	�����������	�
����"#��������������������	����	���������	�
���������

���	��
����
���	�
��������������������	�	�	��������	������� 	��������
�	��������������-�;EG�;6�()*+,-� ����
�	���� 
�������������"������#	���2������
�����P��������
��Q
�	��
��
����#����������"#2PQ#��#�
����������������������
���������	�
���������
	�����RSROR�.O�1RTT��RSRO��TO111T��RSRORRNONN�.���L������
�	��������������"#2PQ#���������������������������������������	
����� 	������������������T��������������������������������%����"#�����	�����������������"#2PQ#�������������
�����������"#2PQ#��������
��	
������	�
��
� ���������"#����� 	�����������������
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Conservation Measures for the Puerto Rican boa (Chilabothrus inornatus)  

 

The endangered Puerto Rican (PR) boa (Chilabothrus inornatus, formerly Epicrates inornatus) is 

the largest endemic snake species that inhabits Puerto Rico.  The PR boa is non-venomous and 

does not pose any life threatening danger to humans, but some individuals may try to bite if 

disturbed or during capture or handling.  Its body color ranges from tan to dark brown with 

irregular diffuse marking on the dorsum, but some individuals lack marking and are uniformly 

dark.  Juveniles may have a reddish color with more pronounced markings.  In general, as they 

mature, their body color tends to darken.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

CARIBBEAN ECOLOGICAL SERVICES FIELD OFFICE 

  

Adult PR boa – Chilabothrus 
inornatus 

Photo: Puerto Rico by JP Zegarra 

Section 7 (a)(1) of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) charges Federal agencies to aid in the 

conservation of listed species, and section 7 (a)(2) requires the agencies, through consultation 

with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service), to ensure their activities are not likely to 

jeopardize the continued existence of listed species or adversely modify designated critical 

habitats.  Section 7 applies to the management of Federal lands as well as Federal actions that 

may affect federally listed species, such as Federal approval of private activities through the 

issuance of Federal funding, permits, licenses, or other actions.  Any person that injures, 

captures, or kills a Puerto Rico boa is subject to penalties under the ESA.  If Federal funds or 

permits are needed, the funding or permitting agency should initiate Section 7 consultation with 

the Service.  To initiate a consultation under the Section 7 of the ESA, you must submit a project 

package with the established minimum requirements.  These conservation measures should be 

incorporated into the project plans to minimize possible impacts to the species.  
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The PR boa was federally listed in 1970.  Currently, the species has an island-wide distribution 

and occurs in a wide variety of habitat types, ranging from wet montane to subtropical dry forest 

and can be found from mature forest to areas with different degrees of human disturbance such as 

roadsides or houses, especially if near their habitat in rural areas.  The PR boa is considered mostly 

nocturnal, remaining less active, concealed or basking under the sun during the day.   

 

The Service has developed the following conservation measures with the purpose of assisting 

others to avoid or minimize adverse effects to the PR boa and its habitat.  These recommendations 

may be incorporated into new project plans and under certain circumstances into existing projects.  

Depending on the project, additional conservation measures can be implemented besides the ones 

presented in this document.   

 

Conservation Measures:   

 

1. Inform all project personnel about the potential presence of the PR boa in areas where the 

proposed work will be conducted.  A pre-construction meeting should be conducted to 

inform all project personnel about the need to avoid harming the species as well as penalties 

for harassing or harming PR boas.  An educational poster or sign with photo or illustration 

of the species should be displayed at the project site.   

 

2. Prior to any construction activity, including removal of vegetation and earth movements, 

the boundaries of the project and areas to be excluded and protected should be clearly 

marked in the project plan and in the field in order to avoid further habitat degradation into 

forested and conservation areas.   

 

3. Once areas are clearly marked, and prior to the use of heavy machinery and any 

construction activity (including removal of vegetation and earth movement), a biologist or 

project personnel with experience on this species should survey the areas to be cleared to 

verify the presence of any PR boa within the work area. 

 

4. If a PR boa is found within any of the working or construction areas, activities should stop 

at that area and information recorded (see #5).  Do not capture the boa.  If boas need to 

be moved out of harm’s way, designated personnel shall immediately contact the Puerto 

Rico Department of Natural and Environmental Resources (PRDNER) Rangers for safe 

capture and relocation of the animal (PRDNER phone #s: (787) 724-5700, (787) 230-5550, 

(787) 771-1124).  If immediate relocation is not an option, project-related activities at 

that area must stop until the boa moves out of harm’s way on its own.   Activities at 

other work sites, where no boas have been found after surveying the area, may continue.     

 

5. For all boa sightings (dead or alive), record the time and date of the sighting and the specific 

location where it was found.  PR boa data should also include a photo of the animal (dead 

or alive), site GPS coordinates, the time and date, and comments on how the animal was 

detected and its behavior.  
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6. If a PR boa is captured by PRDNER personnel, record the name of that person and 

information on where the PR boa will be taken.  This information should be reported to the 

Service. 

 

7. Measures should be taken to avoid and minimize PR boa casualties by heavy machinery or 

motor vehicles being used on site. Any heavy machinery left on site (staging) or near 

potential PR boa habitat (within 50 meters of potential boa habitat), needs to be thoroughly 

inspected each morning before work starts to ensure that no boas have sheltered within 

engine compartments or other areas of the equipment.  If PR boas are found within vehicles 

or equipment, do not capture the animal, and let it move on its own or call PRDNER 

Rangers for safe capture and relocation of the animal (see #4).  If not possible, the animal 

should be left alone until it leaves the vehicle on its own.   

 

8. PR boas may seek shelter in debris piles.  Measures should be taken to avoid and minimize 

boa casualties associated with sheltering in debris piles as a result of project activities.  

Debris piles should be placed far away from forested areas.  Prior to moving, disposing or 

shredding, debris piles should be carefully inspected for the presence of boas.  If debris 

piles will be left on site, we recommend they be placed in areas that will not be disturbed 

in the future.   

 

9. If a dead PR boa is found, immediately cease all work in that area and record the 

information accordingly (see #5).  If the PR boa was accidentally killed as part of the 

project actions, please include information on what conservation measures had been 

implemented and what actions will be taken to avoid further killings.  A dead boa report 

should be sent by email (see contacts below) to the Service within 48 hours of the event.  

 

10. Projects must comply with all state laws and regulations.  Please contact the PRDNER for 

further guidance.  

 

If you have any questions regarding the above conservation measures, please contact the Service:  

● José Cruz-Burgos, Endangered Species Program Coordinator 

o Email: jose_cruz-burgos@fws.gov  

o Office phone (305) 304-1386 

● Jan Zegarra, Fish and Wildlife Biologist  

o Email: jan_zegarra@fws.gov   

o Office phone (786) 933-1451 

mailto:jose_cruz-burgos@fws.gov
mailto:jan_zegarra@fws.gov
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Figure B 7-1:
Critical Habitat Map

REGROW PROGRAM

@
@

PR-RGRW-01232

15,052 ft (3 m
i)

Puerto Rico

0 320 640
Meters

0 1,000 2,000
Feet

1:24,000
±

Site

Site Parcel

Buffer (100-ft)

Critical Habitat - Final

National Wildlife Refuges



Data Source:  https://gis.fema.gov/arcgis/rest/
services/DR/PuertoRico_ABFE_1PCT/

MapServer
Base Map: ESRI ArcGIS Online,

accessed November 2023
Updated: 11/29/2023

Layout: ABFE 1Pct
Aprx: 72428_ReGrowTier2Maps

Puerto Rico

0 50 100
Meters

0 180 360
Feet

1:3,900
±

Barrio Quebradas de Yauco Carr 375 km
2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande
Yauco, Puerto Rico  00698

Parcel ID:  337-000-009-57 
18.065879, -66.830869

R

Applicant ID:  PR-RGRW-01232

Figure B 10-1:
Advisory Base Flood
Elevation For 100-Year
Floodplain Map
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Figure B 1-1:
Airport Hazards Map
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Figure B 2-1: Coastal
Barrier Resources Map
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Figure B 5-1: Coastal
Zone Management
Map
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Data Source: https://
websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/

Base Map: ESRI ArcGIS Online,
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Figure B 9-1:
Prime Farmland Map

REGROW PROGRAM

Cistern
Galvanized
Roof

Water Well

Concrete Pad for
Water Pump

Fence

Area of Potential
Water Connection

PR-RGRW-01232

Puerto Rico

0 50 100
Meters

0 180 360
Feet

1:3,900
±

Site

Site Parcel

Project Footprint (Option)

Potential Area of
Disturbance

All areas are prime farmland

Farmland of statewide
importance

Farmland of statewide
importance, if irrigated

Prime farmland if drained

Prime farmland if irrigated

Prime farmland if irrigated
and reclaimed of excess salts
and sodium

Prime farmland if protected
from flooding or not
frequently flooded during the
growing season

Not prime farmland

Not Public Information



Barrio Quebradas de Yauco Carr
375 km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande

Yauco, Puerto Rico  00698
Parcel ID: 337-000-009-57

18.065879, -66.830869

Data Source: https://hazards.fema.gov/
gis/nfhl/rest/services/public/NFHL/

MapServer
Base Map: ESRI ArcGIS Online, 

accessed November 2023
Updated: 11/29/2023

Layout: Effective Floodplain
Aprx: 72428_ReGrowTier2MapsR

Applicant ID:  PR-RGRW-01232

Figure B 3-1: Flood
Insurance Rate
Map (FIRM)
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Figure A-2:
Site Vicinity
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Figure 15-1:  Sole
Source Aquifers Map
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Figure B 6-1:
Contamination and
Toxic Substances Map
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Figure B 12-1:
Wetlands Protection
Map

REGROW PROGRAM

Cistern Galvanized
Roof

Water Well
Concrete Pad for

Water Pump

Fence

Area of Potential
Water Connection

PR-RGRW-01232

Puerto Rico

0 50 100
Meters

0 180 360
Feet

1:3,900
±

Site

Site Parcel

Project Footprint (Option)

Potential Area of
Disturbance

NHD Stream

Estuarine and Marine
Deepwater

Estuarine and Marine
Wetland

Freshwater Emergent
Wetland

Freshwater Forested/
Shrub Wetland

Freshwater Pond

Lake

Riverine



Barrio Quebradas de Yauco Carr
375 km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande

Yauco, Puerto Rico  00698
Parcel ID: 337-000-009-57

18.065879, -66.830869

Data Source: https://
apps.nationalmap.gov/downloader/#/

https://www.fws.gov/program/national-
wetlands-inventory/data-download 

Base Map: ESRI ArcGIS Online, 
accessed December 2023

Updated: 12/7/2023
Layout: Wetlands ProtectionR

Applicant ID:  PR-RGRW-01232

Figure B 12-1:
Wetlands Protection
Map

REGROW PROGRAM

Cistern Galvanized
Roof

Water Well
Concrete Pad for

Water Pump

Fence

Area of Potential
Water Connection

PR-RGRW-01232

Puerto Rico

0 50 100
Meters

0 180 360
Feet

1:3,900
±

Site

Site Parcel

Project Footprint (Option)

Potential Area of
Disturbance

NHD Stream

Estuarine and Marine
Deepwater

Estuarine and Marine
Wetland

Freshwater Emergent
Wetland

Freshwater Forested/
Shrub Wetland

Freshwater Pond

Lake

Riverine



Barrio Quebradas de Yauco Carr
375 km 2.5, Sector Cuesta Grande

Yauco, Puerto Rico  00698
Parcel ID: 337-000-009-57

18.065879, -66.830869

Data Source: https://apps.fs.usda.gov/
arcx/rest/services/EDW/

EDW_WildScenicRiverSegments_01/
mapserver

Base Map: ESRI ArcGIS Online, 
accessed November 2023

Updated: 11/7/2023

R

Applicant ID:  PR-RGRW-01232

Figure B 13-1:
National Wild and
Scenic River Map
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