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Environmental Review for Activity/Project that is 
Categorically Excluded Subject to Section 58.5 

Pursuant to 24 CFR 58.35(a) 
 
 
Project Information 

 
Project Name: Mejoras a Plaza Pública RBdC, (PR-CRP-000434) 

Responsible Entity:  Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH) 

Grant Recipient: Municipality of Juana Díaz 

State/Local Identifier:  Puerto Rico 

Preparer: Ramón Gustavo Luna Miranda BSCE, MEM, (Environmental Specialist) 

Certifying Officer Name and Title: 

Aldo A. Rivera Vázquez- Permits and Environmental Compliance Director 
Angel G. López Guzmán - Permits and Environmental Compliance Deputy 
Director 
María T. Torres-Bregón - Environmental Compliance Manager 
Sally Z. Acevedo-Cosme - Permits and Environmental Compliance Specialist 
Pedro de León Rodríguez - Permits and Environmental Compliance Specialist 
Ivelisse Lorenzo Torres - Permits and Environmental Compliance Specialist 
Santa Ramírez Lebrón - Permits and Environmental Compliance Specialist 
Janette I. Cambrelen - Permits and Environmental Compliance Specialist  
Limary Vélez Marrero - Permits and Environmental Compliance Specialist 
Mónica Machuca Rios - Permits and Environmental Compliance Specialist 
Abdul Feliciano-Plaza: Permits and Environmental Compliance Specialist 
Javier Mercado-Barrera: Permits and Environmental Compliance Specialist 
Priscilla Toro-Rivera - Permits and Environmental Compliance Specialist 

Consultant: Ramón G. Luna Miranda, ROV Engineering Services, PSC 

Direct Comments to: Puerto Rico Department of Housing 
(environmentcdbg@vivienda.pr.gov) 

Project Location: 18.053032, -66.505785/Street PR-14, Km 14, Juana Díaz P.R 00795 
 No. Cadaster: 366-030-025-01.  

  

http://www.hud.gov/
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Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]:  

The project aims to establish a comprehensive strategy for revitalization, focusing 
on leveraging heritage values as the primary catalyst for economic and social 
development. Alongside heritage restoration, the revitalization of the urban 
center entails the integration of social and cultural amenities, aimed to enhance 
livability to attract both residents and visitors to the municipality. This significant 
transformation involves, a redesign of the space to prioritize pedestrian and 
sustainable modes of transportation, fostering shared and environmentally 
friendly uses of public areas. The goal is to promote community gatherings and 
interactions between residents and visitors through innovative measures that 
support the economic growth of local businesses. Pedestrian mobility will be 
emphasized through the transformation of both the Román Baldorioty de Castro 
Public Plaza and the Ruta de Los Tres Santos Reyes. 
 
The proposed project consists of renovations to the public plaza Román Baldorioty 
de Castro including repaving the adjacent parking areas to connect the 
entrance to the Plaza with the “Route of the Holy Kings” route, new flooring on 
the western side of the plaza to match the existing flooring, new sidewalks and 
curbing to include ADA ramps, removing the lateral fountains, rebuilding the 
central fountain, electrical and plumbing upgrades, replacing the current light 
poles, new urban furniture (benches, trash cans, bike rack), a plaque to 
commemorate the poet Luis Llorens Torres, a new base for the statue of the three 
holy kings, a shade pergola at the northeast area of the square between existing 
trees, new planters and landscaping. The work will include renovations to floors 
and sidewalks. Green areas will be redesigned to provide areas more functional 
for public use. The electrical system will be reinforced with new technologies and 
more resilient to achieve a more adequate distribution. The iconic statue of the 
Holy Kings, which is now a molding, will be made of a more resistant material to 
prevent future damage. In addition, permanent anchoring elements will be 
installed in different spaces to facilitate Christmas decorations and the annual 
celebration of the Three Kings Festival. Refer to Location Map in Exhibit 1. 
 
Level of Environmental Review Determination:  

Categorically Excluded per 24 CFR 58.35(a), and subject to laws and authorities 
at § 58.35(a): 58.35(a) (1) and 58.35(a) (3) (iii).   
 
Funding Information: 

Grant Number HUD Program Funding Amount 
B-17-DM-72-0001 

CDBG-DR $11,938,162,230 B-18-DP-72-0001 
B-19-DP-78-0002 
B-18-DE-72-0001 
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Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount: $2,121,859.21 
 
Estimated Total Project Cost (HUD and non-HUD funds) [24 CFR 58.32(d)]: $2,137,521.21 
 
Compliance with 24 CFR 50.4, 58.5, and 58.6 Laws and Authorities 
Record below the compliance or conformance determinations for each statute, 
executive order, or regulation.  Provide credible, traceable, and supportive source 
documentation for each authority. Where applicable, complete the necessary reviews 
or consultations and obtain or note applicable permits of approvals. Clearly note 
citations, dates/names/titles of contacts, and page references. Attach additional 
documentation as appropriate. 
 

Compliance Factors: 
Statutes, Executive Orders, 
and Regulations listed at 24 

CFR §58.5 and §58.6 

Are formal 
compliance 

steps or 
mitigation 
required? 

Compliance determinations 

STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR 50.4 & 58.6 
Airport Hazards  

24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D 

Yes     No 
      

The project site is located 30,888 ft from 
the nearest Mercedita civil airport and 
229,205 ft from the closest Luis Muñoz 
Marin military airport. The project is not 
located within an FAA-designated 
civilian airport Runway Clear Zone (RCA) 
or Runway Protection Zone, or within the 
military Airfield Clear Zone (CZ) or 
Accident Potential Zone/Approach 
Protection Zone (APZ). Therefore, the 
project is in compliance with Airport 
Hazards requirements per 24 CFR Part 51 
Subpart D. 
Refer to Airports Map in Exhibit 2.  

Coastal Barrier Resources  

Coastal Barrier Resources 
Act, as amended by the 
Coastal Barrier Improvement 
Act of 1990 [16 USC 3501] 

Yes     No 
      

According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Coastal Barrier Resources System 
Mapper, the project site is not located in 
any the Coastal Barrier Zone of Puerto 
Rico. The project site is located 23,866 ft 
from the nearest coastal barrier resource 
system. Therefore, the project has no 
potential to impact a CBRS unit and 
follows Coastal Barrier Resources Act. 
Refer to Coastal Barrier Resources Map in 
Exhibit 3.  
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Flood Insurance   

Flood Disaster Protection Act 
of 1973 and National Flood 
Insurance Reform Act of 1994 
[42 USC 4001-4128 and 42 
USC 5154a] 

Yes     No 
      

The project location is within Zone X 
unshaded not in the 100-year Special 
Flood Hazard Area (SFHA), as indicated 
on the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate 
Map (FIRM) Community Panel Number 
72000C1670J, revised on 11/18/2009. The 
proposed project is not within the 100-
year floodplain and would not require 
flood insurance. The project is in 
compliance with Flood Disaster 
Protection Act of 1973 and National 
Flood Insurance Reform Act of 1994 [42 
USC 4001-4128 and 42 USC 5154a]. 
Refer to FIRMette map in Exhibit 4  

STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR 50.4 & 58.5 
Clean Air  

Clean Air Act, as amended, 
particularly section 176(c) & 
(d); 40 CFR Parts 6, 51, 93 

Yes     No 
      

The project is located in the Barrio Pueblo 
of the Municipality of Juana Diaz, which 
is in attainment status for all criteria 
pollutants per the EPA list of NAAQS 
criteria pollutants for all Puerto Rico 
Municipalities. 
This project is in compliance with the 
Clean Air Act, as amended, particularly 
section 176(c) & (d); 40 CFR Parts 6, 51, 
93. Refer to Exhibit 5 and 5A for Air Quality 
/Puerto Rico Nonattainment/ 
Maintenance Status.  

Coastal Zone Management  

Coastal Zone Management 
Act, sections 307(c) & (d) 

Yes     No 
      

The project site is located 25,450 feet 
north from the Coastal Zone Land 
Boundary. Therefore, the project is in 
compliance with the Coastal Zone 
Management Act, sections 307(c) and 
(d). The project is not located in the 
coastal zone. Therefore, the project is 
following the Coastal Zone Management 
Act. 
Refer to Coastal Zone Management Map 
in Exhibit 6.  

Contamination and Toxic 
Substances  

24 CFR Part 50.3(i) & 58.5(i)(2) 

Yes     No 
     

HUD policy requires the project site and 
adjacent areas to be free of hazardous 
materials, contamination, toxic 
chemicals and gases, and radioactive 
substances where a hazard could affect 
health and safety of occupants of the 
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property or conflict with intended use of 
the property. The project will not involve 
residents or increase in occupancy of 
any structure. There would be no 
increase in risk associated with the 
proposed project. Because the 
proposed project would not add 
sensitive receptors or increase density, 
the nearby sites of concern are not 
expected to result in contamination or 
have adverse impacts. They would not 
affect the health and safety of the 
project occupants because there are no 
occupants resulting from the proposed 
project. A review of EPA’s NEPAssist tool 
showed there are no records of toxic, 
hazardous, radioactive substances, or 
underground storage tanks (USTs) on 
Project Site. 
Within 3,000 feet of the project site there 
are 12 facilities regulated by the 
Environmental Protection Agency under 
the following aspects: (3) NPDES water 
discharge facilities, (9) Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 
sites, (2) ICIS-AIR sites, and (1) Toxics 
Release Inventory (TRI) site. USEPA's 
Superfund, Envirofacts, and Enforcement 
and Compliance History Online (ECHO) 
reports were reviewed for more detailed 
information on statuses of these facilities. 
These sites do not have any releases 
reported or any EPA formal or informal 
action reported for the last five years in 
EPA’s ECHO Detailed Facility Reports. 
HUD issued Notice CPD-23-103 on 
January 11, 2024, regarding 
Departmental Policy for Addressing 
Radon in the Environmental Review 
Process. The Notice intends to clarify that 
radon must be considered in the 
Environmental Review analysis for all HUD 
funded projects. 
As part of the evaluation for this 
determination, PRDOH sent information 
requests to six (6) local agencies at the 
state and federal levels. We received 
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responses from the following agencies: 
United States Geological Survey; Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention; 
Puerto Rico Department of Health; and 
United States Environmental Protection 
Agency. 
The agencies mentioned above 
confirmed the lack of scientific data on 
Radon testing for Puerto Rico and the 
technical difficulties that we face to 
comply with HUD’s Radon testing 
requirement. For the abovementioned 
reasons, Radon testing is infeasible and 
impracticable for this property, and no 
further consideration of Radon is needed 
for the environmental review. and 
associated agency correspondence 
found in Exhibit 7A. 
During the initial field inspection held on 
February 23, 2022, it was determined that 
a LBPs and ACMs test should be 
performed. Assessments for asbestos 
containing materials (ACMs) and lead-
based paints (LBPs) were conducted by 
Global Environmental Services, LLC on 
March 1st , 2023. ACM was not detected. 
LBP was found at the curbs. According to 
PRDRNA Lead regulations, prior to 
disturbing LBP in a structure, the 
contaminated surfaces or substrates 
must be abated or removed. The firm 
providing the abatement services must 
be certified by the PRDRNA. 
The proposed project activities do not 
include any contaminated materials, nor 
will there be exposure to contaminated 
materials or toxins from surrounding sites. 
Refer to Exhibit 7 for Toxic and 
Contamination Substance Map, Exhibit 
Exhibits 7-1 to 7-12 for Toxic and 
Contamination Substances supporting 
documents, and Exhibit 7A for Memo for 
Justification for the Infeasibility and 
Impracticability of Radon Testing, and 
Exhibit 7B for LBPs and ACMs Assessment 
documents.  
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Therefore, the project is in compliance 
with the Contamination and Toxic 
Substances regulations, 24 CFR Part 
50.3(i) & 58.5(i)(2).  

Endangered Species  

Endangered Species Act of 
1973, particularly section 7; 
50 CFR Part 402 

Yes     No 
     

Per the Official Species List from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
Information for Planning and 
Consultation (IPaC) website, the Puerto 
Rican Boa can be found but there are no 
critical habitats at this location. Project 
will have no potential to affect species or 
habitats due to the nature of the 
activities involved in the project and 
qualifies under blanket clearance letter 
approved by USFWS on March 10, 2024. 

If a Puerto Rican Boa is encountered, 
work will cease until it moves off the site 
or, failing that, the Puerto Rico 
Department of Natural and 
Environmental Resources (PRDNER) 
Rangers will be notified for safe capture 
and relocation of the animal, in 
accordance with the USFW Puerto Rican 
Boa Conservation Measures guidelines. 

The project is in compliance with the 
Endangered Species Act. Refer to Exhibit 
8 Critical Habitat Map and 8A for 
Endangered Species supporting 
documents.  

Explosive and Flammable 
Hazards 

24 CFR Part 51 Subpart C 

Yes     No 
     

The proposed Project does not include a 
hazardous facility that mainly stores, 
handles, or processes flammable or 
combustible chemicals such as bulk fuel 
storage. Planned activities at the project 
area do not include installation of 
storage tanks. The scope of the proposed 
project does not include development, 
construction, conversion, or rehabilitation 
activities that would increase residential 
densities. The project would not 
introduce new housing. The project will 
not introduce new residents, employees 
or clients during the daytime hours who 
could be exposed to explosive or 
flammable hazards. A desktop aerial 
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photograph review revealed no large 
aboveground storage tanks (AST) within 
1 mile of the project site. Therefore, the 
project is following the Explosive and 
Flammable Hazards requirements.  
Refer to Exhibit 9 for Explosive and 
Flammable Hazards Map. 

Farmlands Protection 

Farmland Protection Policy 
Act of 1981, particularly 
sections 1504(b) and 1541; 7 
CFR Part 658 

Yes     No The project site does not include prime or 
unique farmland, or other farmland of 
statewide or local importance as 
identified by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service NRCS (formerly the 
Soil Conservation Service). The soils are 
classified as “Urban” by the NCRS. The 
project is outside agricultural reserves, 
experiment stations, soil classified as 
agricultural capacity or classified as 
prime agricultural land. The soils are 
classified as no prime farmland. 
Therefore, the project complies with the 
Farmland Land Protection Policy Law. 
Refer to Farmlands Protection Map in 
Exhibit 10.  

Floodplain Management 

Executive Order 11988, 
particularly section 2(a); 24 
CFR Part 55 

Yes     No The Project site is not in a 
floodplain, as indicated on the 
Advisory Base Flood Elevation map. 
The project site is within the Zone X 
(Unshaded) area of minimal flood 
hazard. Hence, the proposed 
project is not located in a floodplain. 
The Project is in compliance with 
Executive Order 11988. No formal 
compliance steps or mitigation are 
required. 
See Base Flood Elevations (ABFE) map 
included in Exhibit 11. 

Historic Preservation  

National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, particularly 
sections 106 and 110; 36 CFR 
Part 800 

Yes     No Consultation was made with the Puerto 
Rico State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO) related to the proposed activities. 
In letter of January 14, 2025, 
determination that the proposed project 
will have no adverse effect on historic 
properties for this undertaking 
conditioned to an archaeological 

Monica Machuca
Sticky Note
Note; Floodplain Management was edited to substitute "100 year Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA)"for "floodplain".
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monitoring during all ground disturbing 
activities for the project. On April 10, 2025, 
PRDOH submitted a Work Plan for 
Archaeological Monitoring to SHPO. This 
agency concurred with the plan on April 
29, 2025. The Project is in compliance with 
the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966, particularly sections 106 and 110; 36 
CFR Part 800. 
Refer to SHPO conditioned 
determination in Exhibit 12.  

Noise Abatement and 
Control   

Noise Control Act of 1972, as 
amended by the Quiet 
Communities Act of 1978; 24 
CFR Part 51 Subpart B 

Yes     No 
     

 

The proposed project does not involve 
establishment of new residences, an 
increase in residents, or introduction of 
other noise sensitive uses. The project 
does not require further evaluation under 
HUD’s noise regulation. The noise that will 
be produced during construction is 
generated by the operation of 
construction equipment. All equipment 
and machinery will have noise dampers 
maintained in accordance with 
manufacturer’s recommendations to 
control noise generation. Construction 
activities will be carried out during the 
day and have minimal impacts on the 
neighboring community. The noise levels 
attributable to construction activities will 
be temporary in nature and is not 
expected to exceed 65 dBA. Therefore, 
the project complies with Noise 
Abatement and Control requirements. 

Sole Source Aquifers   

Safe Drinking Water Act of 
1974, as amended, 
particularly section 1424(e); 
40 CFR Part 149 

Yes     No 
     

 

The project is not located within a U.S. 
EPA-designated sole source aquifer 
watershed area (including stream flow 
source areas). According to the 
information published by the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency 
(USEPA) in the Interactive Map of Single 
Source Aquifers (SSA), there are no Single 
Source Aquifers in Puerto Rico with the 
closest being in Florida, USA. Therefore, 
the project complies with this regulation. 
See Sole Source Aquifers Map in Exhibit 
13. 
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Wetlands Protection   

Executive Order 11990, 
particularly sections 2 and 5 

Yes     No 
     

 

The project does not require compliance 
with 8-step decision-making at 24 CFR 
Part 55.20 or the 5-step decision-making 
at 24 CFR 55.12(a). The proposed project 
is located at 0.25 miles from the 
Freshwater Pond located to the south. 
Project activities that involve the repair or 
reconstruction of existing infrastructure in 
the previously developed area do not 
produce direct or indirect permanent 
impacts on wetlands. Therefore, the 
project is following the Executive Order 
11990, particularly sections 2 and 5. 

See Wetlands Protection Map in Exhibit 
12. 

Wild and Scenic Rivers  

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 
1968, particularly section 7(b) 
and (c) 

 
Yes     No 

     
 

According to the National Wetlands 
Inventory (NWI) database, the project 
area is not within or adjacent to 
wetlands. 
Therefore, the project is in compliance 
with Wetlands Protection requirements. 
See Wetlands Map in Exhibit 14. 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 
Environmental Justice 

Executive Order 12898 

Yes     No 
     

 

On January 21, 2025, President Donald 
Trump issued the Executive Order 14173 
titled "Ending Illegal Discrimination and 
Restoring Merit-Based Opportunity", 
which revoked Executive Order 12898 
and eliminated federal mandates 
requiring agencies to assess 
environmental justice impacts. 
Consequently, there is no longer a 
federal requirement to address 
environmental justice concerns in the 
environmental compliance review 
process. 

                                                                                  

Field Inspection: 2/23/2022 by Ramón G. Luna Miranda 
Summary of Findings and Conclusions:  
Based on the information and evaluation provided in this document and in compliance 
with the statutes, executive orders and regulations listed at 24 CFR 50.4, 58.5 and 58.6, 
the proposed action do not have any adverse effects on the environment nor is there 
the requirement for further consultation with federal agencies associated with the topics 
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evaluated. There are no environmental review topics addressed above that result in the 
need for additional formal compliance steps with federal agencies or the requirement 
for mitigations other than those listed below. There may be additional approvals or 
permits from local agencies. For example, the Office of Permit Management (OGPe) is 
responsible for granting permits, licenses, certifications, consultations, construction, and 
any other procedure necessary for business development and land use in Puerto Rico. In 
addition, the Project is anticipated to provide overall beneficial effect to the Municipality 
of Isabela by addressing the social and recreational needs of the population. 
 
Mitigation Measures and Conditions [40 CFR 1505.2(c)]  
Summarize below all mitigation measures adopted by the Responsible Entity to 
reduce, avoid, or eliminate adverse environmental impacts and to avoid non-
compliance or non-conformance with the above-listed authorities and factors. 
These measures/conditions must be incorporated into project contracts, 
development agreements, and other relevant documents. The staff responsible 
for implementing and monitoring mitigation measures should be clearly identified 
in the mitigation plan. 
 
 

Law, Authority, or Factor 
 

Mitigation Measure 

Endangered Species Conservation measures for the Puerto Rican 
Boa need to be implemented if the Boa is 
encountered during construction. 

Contamination and Toxic 
Substances 24 CFR Part 50.3(i) 
&58.5(i)(2) 

LBP components were identified in the LBP Survey 
would be removed during the demolition  of the 
existing building in project site. The applicable 
federal and state regulations would be followed 
during the building renovation to protect worker 
safety and to provide abatement, storage, and 
disposal of LBP elements. The firm providing the 
abatement services would be certified by the 
PRDRNA. 

Solid Waste Disposal / 
Recycling 

Salvaging/recycling of materials shall be as 
determined feasible with other program 
requirements. A solid waste management plan 
shall be developed and implemented. 

SHPO SHPO concurred with finding of no adverse effect 
pursuant an archaeology monitoring work plan 
reviewed by SHPO and that the archaeological 
monitoring be conducted by an SOI qualified 
archaeologist during all ground disturbing activities. 

 
Determination:  
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 This categorically excluded activity/project converts to Exempt, per 58.34(a)(12) 
because there are no circumstances which require compliance with any of the 
federal laws and authorities cited at §58.5. Funds may be committed and drawn 
down after certification of this part for this (now) EXEMPT project; OR 

 This categorically excluded activity/project cannot convert to Exempt because 
there are circumstances which require compliance with one or more federal laws 
and authorities cited at §58.5. Complete consultation/mitigation protocol 
requirements, publish NOI/RROF and obtain “Authority to Use Grant Funds” (HUD 
7015.16) per Section 58.70 and 58.71 before committing or drawing down any funds; 
OR 

 This project is now subject to a full Environmental Assessment according to Part 58 
Subpart E due to extraordinary circumstances (Section 58.35(c)).  

 
 
 
Preparer Signature:  Date: 05/08/2025 
 
Name/Title/Organization: 

Ramón Gustavo Luna Miranda / ROV Engineering 
Services, PSC 

 
Responsible Entity Agency Official Signature (Certifying Officer): 
 

 Date:  

Name/Title:  
 
This original, signed document and related supporting material must be retained 
on file by the Responsible Entity in an Environmental Review Record (ERR) for the 
activity/project (ref: 24 CFR Part 58.38) and in accordance with recordkeeping 
requirements for the HUD program(s).   

Mónica M. Machuca Ríos / Permits and Environmental Compliance Specialist

May 14, 2025
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Figures, Agency Consultations and Correspondence 
 
[40 CFR 1508.9(b)] (List and attach all evidence of inquiries and responses received at all 
stages of consultation and analysis.) 
 
Exhibit 1. Location Map  

Exhibit 2. Airport Hazards Map 

Exhibit 3. Coastal Barrier Resources Act Map 

Exhibit 4. Flood Insurance Map 

Exhibit 5. Air Quality / Puerto Rico Nonattainment/Maintenance Status Map 

Exhibit 5A. Air Quality / Puerto Rico Nonattainment/Maintenance Status List 

Exhibit 6. Coastal Zone Management Map 

Exhibit 7. Toxic and Contamination Substances Map 

Exhibit 7-1 Detailed Facility Report 

Exhibit 7-2 Detailed Facility Report 

Exhibit 7-3 Detailed Facility Report 

Exhibit 7-4 Detailed Facility Report 

Exhibit 7-5 Detailed Facility Report 

Exhibit 7-6 Detailed Facility Report 

Exhibit 7-7 Detailed Facility Report 

Exhibit 7-8 Detailed Facility Report 

Exhibit 7-9 Detailed Facility Report 

Exhibit 7-10 Detailed Facility Report 

Exhibit 7-11 Detailed Facility Report 

Exhibit 7-12 Detailed Facility Report 

Exhibit 7A Memo for Justification for the Infeasibility and Impracticability of Radon 

Testing 

Exhibit 7B Asbestos and Lead-Based Assessment 

Exhibit 7C Field Inspection Report 

Exhibit 8. Endangered Species Documents 

Exhibit 9. Explosive and Flammable Hazards Map 

Exhibit 10. Farmland Protection  

Exhibit 11. Advisory Base Flood Elevations (ABFE) Map  

Exhibit 12 Historic Preservation 
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Exhibit 13. Sole Source Aquifers Map 

Exhibit 14. Wetland Protection Map 

Exhibit 15. Wild and Scenic Rivers Map 

Exhibit 14. Calification Map 

Exhibit 15. Soil Report 

Exhibit 16. Design drawings 100% 



U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 451 Seventh Street, SW 

Washington, DC  20410 
www.hud.gov 

espanol.hud.gov 
 

Road 165 Suite 203 Centro Internacional de Mercadeo Tower 1 Guaynabo, PR 00968 Phone: (787) 230-7171 
Email: admin@rovengineering.com  

 

EXHIBIT 1: Project Location Map, (PR-CRP-000434) 
Address: Street PR-14, Km 14, Juana Diaz 
Coordinates: 18.053032 °, -66.505785° (NAD 1983) 
 
 
 

   

http://www.hud.gov/
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Exhibit 2: Airport Hazards Map,  
(PR-CRP-000434)       
Address: Street PR-14, Km 14, Juana Diaz 
Coordinates: 18.053032 °, -66.505785° (NAD 1983)                           
 
https://nepassisttool.epa.gov/nepassist/nepamap.aspx 

 
 
  

229,205 ft 

30,888 ft 
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Exhibit 3: Coastal Barrier Resources Act Map,  
(PR-CRP-000434)       
Address: Street PR-14, Km 14, Juana Diaz 
Coordinates: 18.053032 °, -66.505785° (NAD 1983)                           
 
https://fwsprimary.wim.usgs.gov/CBRSMapper-v2/ 
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Exhibit 4: Flood Insurance Map 
Address: Street PR-14, Km 14, Juana Diaz  
Coordinates: 18.053032 °, -66.505785° (NAD 1983)                           
 
https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-
review/flood-insurance 
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Exhibit 5: Air Quality Map, (PR-CRP-000434)   
Address: Street PR-14, Km 14, Juana Diaz 
Coordinates: 18.053032 °, -66.505785° (NAD 1983)                           
 

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/air-quality 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/air-quality
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Exhibit 5A: Air Quality / Puerto Rico 
Nonattainment/Maintenance Status, (PR-CRP-000434) 
Address: Street PR-14, Km 14, Juana Diaz 
Coordinates: 18.053032 °, -66.505785° (NAD 1983)                           
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Exhibit 6: Coastal Zone Management Map,  
(PR-CRP-000434)       
Address: Street PR-14, Km 14, Juana Diaz 
Coordinates: 18.053032 °, -66.505785° (NAD 1983)                           
 
https://www.onecpd.info/environmental-review/coastal-zone-management  
 

 
 
  

25,450 ft 
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Exhibit 7: Toxic and Contamination Substances Map,  
(PR-CRP-000434)       
Address: Street PR-14, Km 14, Juana Diaz 
Coordinates: 18.053032 °, -66.505785° (NAD 1983)                           
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ID EPA facility Distance from 
site (ft) 

Direction from 
site Description 

1 RCRA 
NPDES 2,834.00 Northwest 

Fort Allen Training Site 
PR-149 KM 73.3 
JUANA DIAZ, PR 00795 

2 RCRA 2,540.00 Northwest 

Caribe General Electric Product 
Juana Di 
PR-149 KM 67 
JUANA DIAZ, PR 00795 

3 RCRA 2,540.00 Northwest 
Productos Circuitos de PR INC 
PR-149 KM 66.7 
JUANA DIAZ, PR 00795 

4 RCRA 631 North Autotek Caribe 

5 RCRA 631 North Super Farmacia Juana Díaz Inc 

6 ICIS-AIR 2,078 East 

Productos De Agregados - 
Cantera Naranjo 
PR 551 KM 2.7 BO TIJERILLAS 
JUANA DIAZ, PR 00733 

7 NPDES 154 North 
Juana Diaz 
CALLE DEGETAU #35 
JUANA, PR 00795 

8 ICIS-AIR 452 South 
Quality Cleaners 
DR. VEVE STREET #15 
JUANA DIAZ, PR 00000 

9 RCRA 1,066 West 

Shell Co Pr Ltd Ss 0736 Garage 
Martinez 
BARBOSA ST 
JUANA DIAZ, PR 00795 

10 RCRA 2,124 Southwest 
Juana Diaz Stp 
PR-149 KM 67.3 
JUANA DIAZ, PR 00795 

11 RCRA 1,797 Southwest 
R4 Enterprises Corp 
STATE RD 1 KM 113.6 
JUANA DIAZ, PR 00795 

12 
RCRA 

TRI 
NPDES 

2,842.00 South 

- Coopervision Manufacturing  
-Coopervision Manufacturing Bld 
Expansion  
-Coneneration Project 
-New Access Road Project 
-New Parking Slots & Slab 

  

https://nepassisttool.epa.gov/nepassist/getreport.aspx?pgm=rcrainfo&facid=110006433797
https://nepassisttool.epa.gov/nepassist/getreport.aspx?pgm=npdes&facid=PRR1000HX
https://nepassisttool.epa.gov/nepassist/getreport.aspx?pgm=npdes&facid=PRR1000HX
https://nepassisttool.epa.gov/nepassist/getreport.aspx?pgm=npdes&facid=PRR1000HX
https://nepassisttool.epa.gov/nepassist/getreport.aspx?pgm=npdes&facid=PRR1000BC
https://nepassisttool.epa.gov/nepassist/getreport.aspx?pgm=npdes&facid=PRR1000G8
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Exhibit 7A Memo for Justification for the Infeasibility and Impracticability of 
Radon Testing Radon Memorandum: 
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Exhibit 7B Asbestos and Lead-Based Paint Assessment 
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Inspection Site: 
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Exhibit 8: Endangered Species (DOCUMENTS),  
(PR-CRP-000434)       
Address: Street PR-14, Km 14, Juana Diaz 
Coordinates:18.053032°,-66.505785°(NAD1983)                          
https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-
review/endangered-species  
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Exhibit 9: Explosive and Flammable Hazards (MAP),  
(PR-CRP-000434)       
Address: Street PR-14, Km 14, Juana Diaz 
Coordinates: 18.053032 °, -66.505785° (NAD 1983)                           
 
https://gis.jp.pr.gov/mipr  
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Exhibit 9a: Explosive and Flammable Hazards (MAP),  
(PR-CRP-000434)       
Address: Street PR-14, Km 14, Juana Diaz 
Coordinates: 18.053032 °, -66.505785° (NAD 1983)                           
 
https://nepassisttool.epa.gov/ 
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Exhibit 10: Farmland Protection (MAP), (PR-CRP-000434) 
Address: Street PR-14, Km 14, Juana Diaz 
Coordinates: 18.053032 °, -66.505785° (NAD 1983)                          
 

https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm  
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Exhibit 11: Advisory Base Flood Elevations (ABFE) (MAP), 
(PR-CRP-000434)       
Address: Street PR-14, Km 14, Juana Diaz 
Coordinates: 18.053032 °, -66.505785° (NAD 1983)                           
 
https://gis-r2-fema.hub.arcgis.com/pages/puertorico 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://gis-r2-fema.hub.arcgis.com/pages/puertorico


Exhibit 12 Historic Preservation 
PR-CRP-000434



April 30, 2024

Arch. Carlos A. Rubio Cancela
Executive Director
Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office
Cuartel de Ballajá, Third Floor
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00901

Re: Authorization to Submit Documents for Consultation 

Dear Arch. Rubio Cancela, 

The U.S. Department of Housing (HUD) approved the allocations of Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG-DR) funds on February 9, 2018. It also approved the 
allocation of Community Development Block Grant Mitigation (CDBG-MIT) funds on 
January 27, 2020. The purpose of these allocations is to address unsatisfied needs as a 
result of Hurricanes Irma and Maria in September 2017; and to carry out strategic and 
high-impact activities to mitigate disaster risks and reduce future losses. 

To comply with the environmental requirements established by HUD, the Department of 
Housing of Puerto Rico (PRDOH) contracted Horne Federal LLC to provide environmental 
review services, among others, that will support the objectives of the agenda for both 
CDBG-DR and CDBG -MIT Programs. 

To expedite the processes, Horne Federal LLC, is authorized to submit to the State Historic 
Preservation Officer, documentation of projects related to both the CDBG-DR and 
CDBG-MIT on behalf of PRDOH.

Cordially, 

Aldo A. Rivera Vázquez, PE
Director
Division of Environmental Permitting and Compliance
Office of Disaster Recovery
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April 10, 2025

Carlos A. Rubio Cancela
State Historic Preservation Officer
Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office
Cuartel de Ballajá (Tercer Piso)
San Juan, PR 00902-3935

Dear Architect Rubio Cancela, 

On behalf of the Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH), we thank you for your letter 

dated January 14, 2025, in response to the submission of documentation for PR-CRP-

000434, Mejoras a Plaza Pública Román Baldorioty De Castro project. The letter stated that 

after the review of all documentation the PRSHPO agrees with PRDOH’s finding that the 

proposed project will have no adverse effect upon historic properties conditioned to 

archaeological monitoring during all ground disturbing activities for the project, and the 

preparation and submission of an archaeological monitoring work plan for review and 

concurrence.

As such, we are submitting the requested Archaeological Monitoring Plan prepared by 

Archaeologist Victor Oppenheimer Rodriguez. We are requesting your review of the 

prepared plan and concurrence that the implementation of the plan is appropriate for the 

undertaking.
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Please contact me with any questions or concerns by email at lauren.poche@horne.com or 

phone at 225-405-7676. 

Kindest regards, 

Lauren Bair Poche. M.A.
Architectural Historian, EHP Senior Manager
LBP/KPS

Attachments
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PUERTO RICO DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING - CDBG-DR PROGRAM 
CITY REVITALIZATION PROGRAM (CRP) 
ARCHEOLOGICAL MONITORING PLAN

SUBRECIPIENT: AUTONOMOUS MUNICIPALITY OF JUANA DIAZ PROJECT ID: PR-CRP-000434

PROJECT NAME: 

 

SHPO ID: SHPO-CF-10-07-24-03-PR

LOCATION:  

COORDINATES: LAT. LONG. -66.505785 TPID (CADASTER): 366-030-025-01-000 

TYPE OF ACTIVITY:
 SUBSTANTIAL REPAIR (RECONSTRUCTION) 
NEW CONSTRUCTION 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: CA. 1798 – 1854
PROPERTY AREA (SIZE): 2.224

QUALIFIED ARCHEOLOGIST (NAME): 
 

 

MONTH/YEAR PREPARED: April 2025

 

 

is consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's (SOI) Guidelines for Archeological 

prepared by Archaeologist , who meets the Professional 
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I. OVERVIEW/PREAMBLE 

The Municipality of Juana Diaz was  Community  Block Grant disaster 
 funds financed by the  Department of Housing and Urban  in the 

aftermath of damages  by  and  An Agreement was 
established with the Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH) for the City 

(CDBG-
DR)  The Municipality of Juana Diaz was  to rehabilitate and 
(Rehabilitation to the Román Baldorioty De Castro Public Square) and strategically restore it as a 
resilience area for the community,  the historic  of the space and of the 
Municipality of Juana  The Puerto Rico State Historic  Office (PRSHPO), in a letter 
dated (January 14, 2025
conditioned to the implementation of an archaeological monitoring during all ground disturbing 

 

Nonato Parish is located within the 

 
  

 This archaeological monitoring plan aims to:  measures to 
implement the protocol to be followed in 

procedure to be followed if pre
set up the procedure to be followed if there are any unexpected or 

detect, assess and keep record of archaeological 
retrie

 
resources if the archaeological resource cannot be  in 

  

 1:   (Source: Mejoras a la Plaza Publica Román Baldorioty de Castro, TCM Proyect 
Drawings) 
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two (2

st 

  and Designer TCM 
 

 An introductory statement that outlines the purpose and guiding 
 

  A summary f 
 

Archaeological Monitoring Procedure: Details of the archaeological monitoring procedure to 
 

 An archeologist monitor in compliance wi
 

Cited References: A list of cited references, including an Appendix (A) with a Monitoring Daily 
t template and Appendix (B) SHPO l  

II. PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  

-CRP-000434), funded by CDBG-
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The project will focus on upgrading the plaza’

with modern, energy- - and 

 

In terms of ground disturbance, all areas within the plaza footprint will be impacted by 

s, 

 

 

  
 

R  
 

 
 

Demolish and discard 4 lateral fountains and center fountains and statue for 
 

 
 

R  
 

 
-  

-  
Install 2,500 sq ft of new floor finish tiles (matching existing) on the west side of the 

 

 
- -  

Install 2 standing digital posters (43" s  
Modify electrical and plumbing systems to support new lighting, sanitation, and water 
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o -  
o -  
o Conduits (4’-  

Install: 
o  
o -  
o -  

 
 

 
-  

Install: 
o - - -  
o 40 energy-  

 
 ( - )  

Install new parking identifications ( - -0" diameter holes) 
Construct reinforced foundation for the Three Kings statue ( - - -
wide) 
Install pergola in northeast area: f - - -

 
Construct new architectural planter ( - )  

 
 
The construction staging area will remain inside the plaza boundaries and may be relocated as 

s already 

 
 
 

 
III. HISTORIC PROPERTIES WITHIN THE APE:  

 

by Archaeologist  in 2024  
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Public Square in J
Degetau Street to the north, Carrion Maduro Street to the west, and Comercio Street to the 

the existence of the plaza within Juana Díaz’s Traditional Urban Center during the Spanish 
 

 
The plaza is part of the original urban core of Juana Díaz, a municipality officially founded in 

town’s founding, the fertile lands of Juana Díaz were used by settlers for agriculture and 
 

 

unsuccessful attempt to con
disputes led to important urban planning efforts, including requiring uniform building facades 

-lined space with a 
f  _Gaceta de Puerto Rico_ and 
photographs from the early twentieth century, document the existence of this fountain and the 

 
 
Originally known as Plaza Alfonso XII, the square was renamed Román Baldorioty De Castro 

original rectangul

d 
along the north and south ends, reflecting broader trends of urban expansion and 

 

e aspects of the plaza’s nineteenth-
 

 
Adjacent to the plaza are two notable historic properties listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places: The 
boundaries to the north, and the Old Military Road (PR-

the plaza is the Municipal Mayor’s Office, a nineteenth-century Spanish-influenced building 
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—Mu
Degetau Street (north), Carrion Maduro Street (west), and Comercio Street (south)—feature 

 
 
The 

 
 

 
 

 
 for this project, the Román Baldorioty De Castro Public Plaza 

in Juana Díaz, has potential to contain archaeological resources associated with both the pre-

sug
the broader region encompassing the southern municipalities of Puerto Rico is considered highly 

 
 

ween the Southern Coastal Plain and the Mountainous Interior 
-Columbian cultures, including the 
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Exhibit 13: Sole Source Aquifers (MAP), (PR-CRP-000434) 
Address: Street PR-14, Km 14, Juana Diaz 
Coordinates: 18.053032 °, -66.505785° (NAD 1983)                          

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/sole-source-aquifers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Sole Source Aquifers (arcgis.com) 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hud.gov/
https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/sole-source-aquifers
https://epa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=9ebb047ba3ec41ada1877155fe31356b
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Exhibit 14: Wetland Protection (MAP), (PR-CRP-000434) 
Address: Street PR-14, Km 14, Juana Diaz 
Coordinates: 18.053032 °, -66.505785° (NAD 1983)                          
 

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/wetlands-protection 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/wetlands-protection
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Exhibit 15: Wild and Scenic Rivers (MAP),  
(PR-CRP-000434)       
Address: Street PR-14, Km 14, Juana Diaz 
Coordinates: 18.053032 °, -66.505785° (NAD 1983)                          
 
https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/wild-and-scenic-rivers 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

255,077 ft 

https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/wild-and-scenic-rivers
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Exhibit 16: Calification (MAP),  
(PR-CRP-000434)       
Address: Street PR-14, Km 14, Juana Diaz 
Coordinates: 18.053032 °, -66.505785° (NAD 1983)                          
 
https://gis.jp.pr.gov/ 
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Exhibit 17: Soil Report (MAP), (PR-CRP-000434)   
Address: Street PR-14, Km 14, Juana Diaz 
Coordinate: 18.053032 °, -66.505785° (NAD 1983)                          
 
Web Soil Survey - Home (usda.gov) 

 
 
 

 

https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm
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Exhibit 18: Design Plan 100%, (PR-CRP-000434)    
Address: Street PR-14, Km 14, Juana Diaz 
Coordinate: 18.053032 °, -66.505785° (NAD 1983)                    
 

 

http://www.hud.gov/
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